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ASCON Update: Facebook Live Set for TOMORROW—Thursday, Feb. 27 at 6:30pm 
 

To help address and answer top Ascon questions, the City will host a Facebook Live social media event 
on Thursday, February 27, at 6:30pm with its third-party Technical Advisor, HDR. To view, go to the 
City’s Facebook page: City of Huntington Beach Public Information Office or @huntingtonbeachcity.  
 
During the past several months, the City has worked to refine and improve our response to the overall 
Ascon situation.  Most recently, the City engaged the services of an unbiased and independent third-
party Technical Advisor, HDR, to provide the City and our community with technical support so that all 
of us can better understand the science, regulations, environmental policies, and related issues/
concerns associated with the cleanup work at Ascon.   
 
HDR was hired after a competitive review process, and has spent the past few months reviewing and 
analyzing the literature and testing data related to the Ascon site.  As HRD has gotten familiar with 
the issues at hand, we have started to work on developing a better communications plan to share what 
we know with the community, and to address specific questions/issues that the community has raised 
regarding Ascon. 
 
We hope that you tune in this Thursday on Facebook to listen in to the discussion. If you have any 
questions, please call 714.536.5577.  To sign up for direct ASCON updates, visit www.asconhb.com 



Short Term Rental Online Survey – Available Now 

A Short Term Rental (STR) is a home, or portion of a home, rented by paying 

guests for short stays up to 30 days. STRs are not currently allowed in     

Huntington Beach.  The purpose of this survey is to help the City gain better 

insight on how the community feels about potentially allowing short-term  

rentals in Huntington Beach and what the major concerns and considerations 

are in developing a local ordinance from the perspective of community  

members and local stakeholders.   

The City encourages you to take the survey and share the link with neighbors, 

friends, and relatives.  The results of this survey will be presented at a future 

City Council Study Session.   

Participation in this survey is voluntary. Limit one submittal per respondent. 

The survey will be available online from until March 13, 2020. Survey link: 

https://survey.zohopublic.com/zs/t0ChGb 
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Costa Mesa’s Coronavirus Quarantine Site Update  

As you might have heard, US District Judge 
Josephine Staton granted the temporary 
restraining order sought by the City of 
Costa Mesa to prevent State and Federal 
agencies from using the Fairview Develop-
mental Center as a location to house and 
quarantine people infected with the    

coronavirus.  

On Monday, February 24, Mayor Lyn 
Semeta and City Attorney Michael Gates 
attended the hearing before Judge Staton where she decided to continue 
the Temporary Restraining Order (TRO) that is currently in place and to 
reconvene Monday, March 2 at 2 pm. The TRO is an injunction against the 
State and Federal government from relocating folks who are infected or 
may be infected from Travis Air Force Base to the Fairview Development 
Center.  As the overall issue develops, we will continue to keep you        

informed. 

See story link below:  

https://www.latimes.com/socal/daily-pilot/news/story/2020-02-21/costa
-mesa-seeks-order-to-keep-fairview-developmental-center-from-being-

used-as-coronavirus-quarantine-site 

 

Special Council      
Meeting: 

Thursday, Feb. 27 
2 PM  

 
Item: Whether or not to file 
an amicus brief in support of 

Costa Mesa’s lawsuit 
against the federal govern-

ment over the possible 
placement of coronavirus 
patients at the Fairview  
Developmental Center.  

https://survey.zohopublic.com/zs/t0ChGb
https://www.latimes.com/socal/daily-pilot/news/story/2020-02-21/costa-mesa-seeks-order-to-keep-fairview-developmental-center-from-being-used-as-coronavirus-quarantine-site
https://www.latimes.com/socal/daily-pilot/news/story/2020-02-21/costa-mesa-seeks-order-to-keep-fairview-developmental-center-from-being-used-as-coronavirus-quarantine-site
https://www.latimes.com/socal/daily-pilot/news/story/2020-02-21/costa-mesa-seeks-order-to-keep-fairview-developmental-center-from-being-used-as-coronavirus-quarantine-site


Take the Bluff Top Park Rail Survey! 

We need to hear from you! Based on recent City Council direction, staff has been working to compile more 

information on an anodized aluminum guard rail design for the Bluff Top Park improvement project, and 

comparing that information against the possible use of a wood rail lodge pole design.  What design to you 

prefer?  

The Proposed Bluff Top Park Trail Improvements would extend from 9th Street to just South of Seapoint 

Street.  The proposed fencing/railing options are, Wooden Split-Rail Fencing or Aluminum Railing. Please 

share your valuable opinion by participating in a brief survey. Survey available through March 11.  

Survey: https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/b2a3ef0547ea49dba12575abd0d3d21d  

 

 

Wood Rail Lodge Pole Design 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anodized Aluminum Guard Rail Design 
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/b2a3ef0547ea49dba12575abd0d3d21d


“CLEAN TEAM” Provides Enhanced Upkeep of 

Park and Facilities  

Recently, our Public Works team completed efforts to estab-

lish a “Clean Team” program to provide enhanced power 

washing and trash removal for our park play equipment,   

picnic shelters, and other hardscape areas in our public park 

spaces.  At the staff level, we’re really excited about the  

program, as we do believe the initiative will make a          

noticeable impact on improving the quality of life for our 

community. 

 

Here’s an overview of how the current Clean Team program will work: 

 The Clean Team consists of a contractor that we’ve engaged to provide regular, consistent power 

washing/trash removal of all of our parks, on-top of our regular maintenance activity efforts. 

 

 The contractor will work five days per week during regular business hours, and every single park will 

be cleaned at least once on a month. 

 

 In addition to the once monthly cleaning process, 

we have also identified 10 parks that will be 

cleaned every week: 

 Edison Park 

 Huntington Central Park West 

 Green Park 

 Lamb Park (at right) 

 Lake Park 

 Bauer Park 

 Worthy Park 

 Parkside Park 

 Pattinson Park 

 Murdy Park 

 

The Clean Team is not to be confused with our homeless encampment cleanup protocols, which are part of 

a separate program and initiative. Rather, the Clean Team will focus on enhanced cleaning of our play-

ground play equipment, picnic shelters, hardscape, and anything else that needs specialized cleaning  

attention. 

 

In addition to the ongoing special cleaning attention, the Clean Team will be available for on-call,      

specialized cleanings in the event that something out of the ordinary happens at one of our parks/public 

facilities, or if an emergency situation occurs where we need additional cleaning assistance. 
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Worthy Park 

Public Works Department  



Central Park Bathroom Replacements Move Forward 

The third of six bathroom replacements being coordinated within Central Park recently began, with the 
upgrade of the bathroom facility located near the Park Bench Café and the fourth bathroom improve-

ment project located across from Kathy May’s Lakeview Café.   

As part of that assessment effort, staff has also spent time reviewing how to best address the issues that 
currently exist at the picnic shelter located adjacent to the restrooms.  That area has fallen into significant 
disrepair based on inappropriate use of the area by certain members of the public.  In fact, based on 

current conditions, the general public is unable to use that particular facility in Central Park.   

The restrooms and the picnic area referenced above are highlighted in the overview picture below. 
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Public Works Department  



Repair & Maintenance Begins at                  

Huntington Lake at Central Park  

The north embankment of Huntington Lake in Central Park 

has been impacted over the years from erosion, primarily 

due to prevailing wind and wave action.  The erosion is 

severe enough that it is jeopardizing the stability of the 

sloped embankment along Lakeview Drive. 

Starting this week, City crews will install protective 

measures along the embankment by adding large rocks in 

front of the slopes to impede further erosion.   

In addition,  City crews will concurrently begin removing 

trees along the slope that have been infested with shot-

hole borers, which has been impacting the health of the 

trees.  However, even though the impacted trees will be 

removed, the root systems of impacted trees will not be 

removed whenever possible to help reinforce the sloped 

embankment.  Furthermore, the City’s ultimate plan is to 

have the trees replaced. 

 

 

 

 

 

New Park Upgrades Continue at Eader and LeBard Parks 

Eader Park Playground Equipment – the new playground equipment, including the all-inclusive play 

amenities, is currently under construction and scheduled to be completed the first week of March. 

 

LeBard Park – During the past few weeks, staff has provided the developer responsible for the LeBard 

Park improvements a final punch list of items to be completed.  Once the list is satisfactorily completed, 

the City will sign off on the park improvements.  Community Services Department staff are working with 

Seaview Little League representatives in order to develop an in-kind license agreement for the league to 

continue to use and maintain the baseball fields and new concession / bathroom facility moving ahead. 
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Murdy Park Improvements Completed 
 
The Murdy Park Reconfiguration Project is completed! The project included the installation of a new,    
elevated, sports field fence along Goldenwest Street, new sports lighting and pedestrian lighting. The 
existing picnic shelters were demolished and replaced with four bocce courts to promote a more positive 
use of the area and create a family-use environment.  In addition, new sidewalk benches, as well as new 
landscaping and irrigation were installed. The existing skate park, tennis courts, and basketball courts 
were preserved.   



 
 
 
 

Glen Mar Entrance Improvements  
 
During the past few months, the City’s Public Works team has been working to institute a capital improve-
ment project to rehabilitate the entrance location for the Glen Mar tract.  Our operations, landscape, and 
street teams have all done a terrific job managing the improvement project, which involves building a new 
entrance sign with stacked stone and recycled wood, coupled with updating the landscaping in the loca-
tion, to give the tract a more refined and modern look.   
 
They say that a picture is worth a thousand words, so take a look at the before and after effects of the 
efforts made by our Public Works team and the community! 
 
Before 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

                                     After   
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Mystery Authors' Luncheon - Thursday, March 5 at Noon 
Huntington Beach Central Library 

 
If you're a mystery lover, you won’t want to miss what’s on the plate for our March 5 luncheon. Our 
two popular authors have mastered the “cozy mystery” subgenre each with a bestselling series.  
 
Nancy Cole Silverman is introducing a new featured character, Misty Dawn, in "The House on     
Hallowed Ground," after a string of successes with the Carol Child mystery series.  
 
Janet Finsilver’s novels have all been set in the fictional northern California coastal town of Red-
wood Cove. Her latest novel, "Murder at the Marina," is the fifth in the Kelly Jackson mystery series.  
 
Tickets are available at https://www.fotlhb.com/reservations.html. The price for Friends of the    
Library members is $25; non-members pay $30. As always, all proceeds benefit Huntington Beach 
public libraries. 

https://www.fotlhb.com/reservations.html


 
 

 

Oak View Library News 
 

There is something going on for kids of all ages at the Oak View branch!  
 
On Friday, February 28, at 10 am, Miss Amy will be entertaining children ages 
1 through 3 along with their parents during the Bilingual Spanish/English     
Storytime. This popular event includes music, fingerplays, stories, and an easy 
craft – all with a “Get Well Soon”/ “¡Que te mejores pronto!” theme!  Featured 
books are Llama Llama Home with Mama and One Day in the 
Jungle.  
 
At 2 pm, on February 28, kids in grades pre-K through 3rd are 
invited to Afternoon Stories and Crafts with Miss Maribel. This 

week’s books are all about Hedgehogs, and all in attendance will be able to make a fun Hedgehog 
stick puppet.  
 
 

Finally, children and teens of all ages are welcome to the next installment of the 
weekly Oak View Chess Club meeting on Friday, February 28 from 3:30 to   
4:45 pm. Led by coordinator Mr. Mangone with the assistance of several talented 
volunteer high school chess players, this is the perfect opportunity for budding chess 
aficionados to brush up on their skills and even engage in some real live competi-
tion!  For those new to the game, the first Friday of each month (coming up on 
March 6) is dedicated especially to new chess players. The Oak View Library is 
located at 17251 Oak Lane and can be reached by calling (714) 375-5068. 

 
 
 

Banning Branch Library News 
 
The next meeting for the Banning Branch Book Club is coming up on Thursday, March 12, at 
5:30 pm. All interested adults 18 and older are encouraged to get a copy of the March book 
pick, The Ocean at the End of the Lane, by Neil Gaiman. Set in Sussex, England, this is the 
chilling story of a middle-aged man who returns to his childhood home for a funeral and is sud-
denly flooded by his unremembered past. Refreshments begin at 5:30 pm with a book discus-
sion at 5:45 pm. The Banning Library is located at 9281 Banning Avenue and can be reached 
by calling (714) 375-5005. 

 
               
 

“I am what I am! That’s a great thing to be! If I say so myself, Happy Birthday to me!” 
 
Join us as we celebrate Dr. Seuss’ birthday on Monday, March 2! We will have a brief story time, 
crafts, and a scavenger hunt. All the fun will take place in the Children’s Department from 4 -5:30 pm. 
 

“The more that you read, the more things you will know.  
The more that you learn, the more places you’ll go.” 
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Film Night at the Center 
February 27 | 6:30 – 8:30 pm 
 
Join fellow art-lovers at the Huntington Beach Art Center 
on Thursday, February 27, from 6:30-8:30pm for Film 
Night! In conjunction with our open call, non-juried exhibi-
tion, Centered on the Center, we are showcasing a docu-
mentary about a celebrated contemporary painter and 
director. Can you guess the film? Find out if you are cor-
rect on Thursday! Admission is by donation. Snacks and 
refreshments are provided. RSVPs recommended. Call 
(714) 374-1650 for more information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Boutonnieres and Bows 2020 was a huge success! The City Gym and Pool had more than 100 people   
attend the fourth annual family fun dance. There was plenty of food, dancing, and fun to be had by all! 
Activities included face painting, balloon art, crafts, numerous family photo opportunities (including a   
photo booth!), and of course, the best music for families to groove together to! Thank you to Sprouts,  
Trader Joe’s, Albertsons, and Stonefire Grill for their contributions to our event. We can’t wait to see even 
more families next year!  
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Community Services Department  



                                           
Ocean Lifeguard Tryouts 
 
Ocean Lifeguard tryouts were held in the morning on 
Saturday, February 17 during beautiful weather at the 
Huntington Beach Pier.  A total of 86 applicants      
arrived to compete in a 1,000 yard ocean swim, 500 
yard ocean surf sprint, and a 1,500 yard run-swim-
run.  The top 40 applicants were invited to oral        
interviews on Sunday, February 18.  Based on       
combined results, up to 30 applicants will be given   
conditional offers of employment and will start the  
Lifeguard Academy in April.     
 
Each year, the Marine Safety Division hires Recurrent 
Ocean Lifeguards to supplement the lifeguard opera-
tion in providing first-line lifeguard protection on the 
City’s beautiful beaches.  Ocean Lifeguards perform 
ocean rescues, preventative actions and provide    
medical aid as necessary. These entry level lifeguards 
provide staffing for the towers on our beaches that  
deliver quality emergency response and customer    
service that make Huntington Beach one of the safest 
beaches on the coast.  
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We have exciting news to share about two new 
ways our community can help us fight crime! First is 
a new security camera registration for our residents 
to sign up for, and secondly, we have recently part-
nered with Ring Doorbell to be a part of their    
Neighbors App. 
 
If your residence or business has an exterior facing 
security camera system, you can help the Hunting-
ton Beach Police Department investigate and solve 
crimes by registering your camera system. If a crime 
occurs in the vicinity of a registered camera, a repre-
sentative from HBPD may contact the registered 
owner of the camera and ask to review the recorded 
footage relevant to the date and time of the         
incident. Under no circumstances will the Hunting-
ton Beach Police Department have any control of 
the cameras owned by the registrants. 
 
Individuals wishing to participate in the program can 
fill out the form located on this website:  
https://www.huntingtonbeachca.gov/government/
departments/pd/online_services/security-camera-
registration.cfm. To register multiple locations, use 
separate forms for each address.  Please note: cam-
era registration is encouraged, but not required - 
participation in the program is voluntary. 
 
The second way we are able to work together is with 
Ring Doorbell’s Neighbors App.  This service is avail-
able to anyone, and you don’t have to be a Ring subscriber to look at the feed. If you are already part of the Neigh-
bors App, you might have seen the pictured message go out last week. We are excited to be able to allow our detec-
tives to request video for crimes that occur in specified locations. Similar to the resource described above, we have 
NO access over the cameras, nor are we looking to be Big Brother! This will simply help us locate suspects in crimes, 
or allow you to share videos with us when you see crime on your Ring video. To download the Neighbors App, go to 
this website https://shop.ring.com/pages/neighbors and check it out! It’s free for subscribers and non-subscribers. 
 
We look forward to working with you and catching more suspects committing crimes in our City! 
 

Police Department  

https://www.huntingtonbeachca.gov/government/departments/pd/online_services/security-camera-registration.cfm
https://www.huntingtonbeachca.gov/government/departments/pd/online_services/security-camera-registration.cfm
https://www.huntingtonbeachca.gov/government/departments/pd/online_services/security-camera-registration.cfm
https://shop.ring.com/pages/neighbors
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SAVE THE DATE: STEAM EXPO March 28, 2020 at Edison High School!  
 
 

Community Development Department  
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This story can fit 150-200 

words. 

One benefit of using your 

newsletter as a promotional 

tool is that you can reuse 

content from other marketing 

materials, such as press re-

leases, market studies, and 

reports. 

While your main goal of dis-

tributing a newsletter might 

be to sell your product or 

service, the key to a success-

ful newsletter is making it 

useful to your readers. 

A great way to add useful 

content to your newsletter is 

to develop and write your 

own articles, or include a 

calendar of upcoming events 

or a special offer that pro-

motes a new product. 

You can also research articles 

or find “filler” articles by 

accessing the World Wide 

Web. You can write about a 

variety of topics but try to 

keep your articles short. 

Much of the content you put 

in your newsletter can also 

be used for your Web site. 

Microsoft Publisher offers a 

simple way to convert your 

newsletter to a Web publica-

tion. So, when you’re finished 

writing your newsletter, con-

vert it to a Web site and 

post it. 

ages that appear to be out 

of context. 

Microsoft Publisher includes 

thousands of clip art images 

from which you can choose 

and import into your newslet-

ter. There are also several 

tools you can use to draw 

shapes and symbols. 

Once you have chosen an 

image, place it close to the 

This story can fit 75-125 

words. 

Selecting pictures or graphics 

is an important part of add-

ing content to your newslet-

ter. 

Think about your article and 

ask yourself if the picture 

supports or enhances the 

message you’re trying to 

convey. Avoid selecting im-

article. Be sure to place the 

caption of the image near 

the image. 

Inside Story Headline 

Inside Story Headline 

Inside Story Headline 

If the newsletter is distributed 

internally, you might comment 

upon new procedures or im-

provements to the business. 

Sales figures or earnings will 

show how your business is 

growing. 

Some newsletters include a 

column that is updated every 

issue, for instance, an advice 

column, a book review, a 

letter from the president, or 

an editorial. You can also 

profile new employees or top 

customers or vendors. 

This story can fit 100-150 

words. 

The subject matter that ap-

pears in newsletters is virtual-

ly endless. You can include 

stories that focus on current 

technologies or innovations in 

your field. 

You may also want to note 

business or economic trends, 

or make predictions for your 

customers or clients. 
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City Hall Directory 
 
City Attorney    (714) 536-5555 
City Clerk    (714) 536-5227 
Passports    (714) 374-1600 
City Council   (714) 536-5553 
City Manager   (714) 536-5202 
Community Services  (714) 536-5486 
Beach Operations   (714) 536-5281 
Business Development   (714) 536-5582 
Finance Department  (714) 536-5630 
Business Licenses   (714) 536-5267 
Fire Department  (714) 536-5411 
Human Resources  (714) 536-5492 
Information Services  (714) 536-5515 
Library Services  (714) 842-4481 
Community Development (714) 536-5271 
Code Enforcement   (714) 375-5155 
Police Department   (714) 960-8811  
Public Works    (714) 536-5431 
Graffiti Removal  (714) 960-8861 
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Oliver Chi 

City Manager 
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