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1.0 INTRODUCTION  
 
In accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act Guidelines (CEQA Guidelines) Section 
15088, the City of Huntington Beach, as the lead agency, has evaluated the comments received on 
the Remediation and Reuse of the Former Gun Range Within Huntington Central Park Project 
Draft Environmental Impact Report (Draft EIR).  
 
The Draft EIR for the proposed Remediation and Reuse of the Former Gun Range Within 
Huntington Central Park Project (herein referenced as the project) was distributed to responsible 
and trustee agencies, interested groups, and organizations.  The Draft EIR was made available for 
public review and comment for a period of 45 days.  The public review period for the Draft EIR 
(established by the CEQA Guidelines) commenced on May 9, 2013 and ended June 24, 2013.   
 
The Final EIR consists of the following components: 
 

• Section 2 – Responses to Comments on the Draft EIR  

• Section 3 – Errata 

• Section 4 – Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program  

 
Due to its length, the text of the Draft EIR is not included with this document; however, it is 
included by reference in this Final EIR.  None of the corrections or clarifications to the Draft EIR 
identified in this document constitutes “significant new information” pursuant to Section 15088.5 of 
the CEQA Guidelines.  As a result, a recirculation of the Draft EIR is not required. 
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2.0 RESPONSE TO COMMENTS  
 
In accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act Guidelines (CEQA Guidelines) Section 
15088, the City of Huntington Beach, as the lead agency, evaluated the written comments received 
on the Draft EIR (State Clearinghouse No. 2009041150) for the Remediation and Reuse of the 
Former Gun Range Within Huntington Central Park Project (herein referenced as the project) and 
has prepared the following responses to the comments received.  This Response to Comments 
document becomes part of the Final EIR for the project in accordance with CEQA Guidelines 
Section 15132. 
 
A list of public agencies, organizations, and individuals that provided comments on the Draft EIR is 
presented below.  Each comment has been assigned a letter number.  Individual comments within 
each communication have been numbered so comments can be crossed-referenced with responses.  
Following this list, the text of the communication is reprinted and followed by the corresponding 
response. 
 
Commenter                    Letter Number 
 
Agencies/Organizations 
 
Regional Water Quality Control Board – Ray Akhtarshad, PE, WRC Engineer 1 
State of California Public Utilities Commission – Ken Chiang, PE, Utilities Engineer 2 
Orange County Waste & Recycling – Jeff Arbour, Closed Sites Manager 3 
County of Orange Health Care Agency – Kathryn Cross, PG, REHS, Supervising Hazardous Waste Specialist 4 
Native American Heritage Commission – Dave Singleton 5 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife – Jennifer Edwards, Environmental Scientist 6 
Orange County Public Works – Polin Modanlou, Manager 7 
City of Huntington Beach Environmental Board – Jeff Coffman, Chairman 8 
California Department of Transportation – Christopher Herre, Branch Chief 9 
State of California Governor’s Office of Planning and Research –  
 Scott Morgan, Director, State Clearinghouse  10 
 
 
Public 
 
Mark D. Bixby, Huntington Beach Planning Commission Chairperson 11 
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1. RESPONSES TO COMMENTS FROM REGIONAL WATER QUALITY 
CONTROL BOARD, MAY 14, 2013.  

 
1-1 Draft EIR Section 10.0, Effects Found Not to be Significant, discusses the potential water quality 

impacts associated with the proposed project.  As noted in the comment, remediation of the 
site would improve water quality.  Impacts would be less than significant. 
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2. RESPONSES TO COMMENTS FROM STATE OF CALIFORNIA PUBLIC 
UTILITIES COMMISSION, DATED MAY 20, 2013. 

 
2-1 The comment states that any development adjacent to or near the railroad/light rail right-of-

way should be planned with the safety of the rail corridor in mind and recommends safety 
improvements for the at-grade Talbert Avenue crossing, east of Gothard Street.  The project 
site, located within the existing Huntington Central Park Boundary, is not located adjacent to 
the Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) Company Stanton Branch track, which runs east of and 
parallel to Gothard Street.  Draft EIR Section 5.8, Traffic and Circulation, analyzes potential 
traffic and circulation impacts associated with the proposed project.  As indicated in Tables 
5.8-7 and 5.8-9, traffic generated by the proposed project would not result in significant 
impacts at the Gothard Street/Talbert Avenue intersection, which is located approximately 
600 feet west of the at-grade Talbert Avenue crossing.  Thus, it is not expected that any 
adverse safety impacts would occur at this rail crossing location as a result of the proposed 
project. 

 
2-2 Refer to Response 2-1.  The project does not propose modifications to Talbert Avenue or 

the existing at-grade rail crossing, and vehicular/pedestrian safety would not be affected. 
 
2-3. The project does not propose any modifications to an existing rail crossing.  The comment is 

noted.     
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3. RESPONSES TO COMMENTS FROM ORANGE COUNTY WASTE & 
RECYCLING, DATED MAY 30, 2013. 

 
3-1 The comment notes that Orange County Waste & Recycling (OCWR) has issued an 

easement to the City for use of the County-owned private access driveway that allows access 
to the project site.  The comment further references the easement and required conditions 
associated with improvements of the private access driveway by the City.  The comment is 
noted. 

 
3-2 The comment references a concurrence letter between the City and County wherein the City 

agrees not to remove any coastal sage scrub during improvements to the private access 
driveway.  Work within the easement area is required to occur outside of the gnatcatcher 
breeding season.  In addition, Mitigation Measure BIO-3 of the Draft EIR would require 
focused surveys for gnatcatcher on the project site prior to vegetation clearing activities.  The 
comment is noted. 

 
3-3 The comment notes that as a condition of the City’s improvements to the private access 

driveway, OCWR requires the City convert the above-ground access to the groundwater 
monitoring well to a traffic-related valve box set, flush with the roadway surface, in order for 
OCWR to continue sampling this groundwater monitoring well at any time without any 
physical barriers.  The comment is noted. 
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4. RESPONSES TO COMMENTS FROM COUNTY OF ORANGE HEALTH CARE 
AGENCY, DATED JUNE 11, 2013. 

 
4-1 The comment states that any buildings proposed on-site after remediation must comply with 

Section 21190, Title 27 California Code of Regulations and plans must be submitted to the 
Orange County Solid Waste Local Enforcement Agency (LEA) for review and comment.  
The City will comply with all applicable requirements related to hazardous materials 
remediation and reuse in accordance with the approved Remedial Action Plan (RAP) and 
existing agency regulations.  The comment is noted. 

 
4-2 The comment states that if a landfill gas control and/or monitoring system is proposed for 

the site after remediation, the plans must be submitted to LEA for review and comment.  As 
noted above, the City will comply with all applicable requirements related to hazardous 
materials remediation and reuse in accordance with the approved RAP and existing agency 
regulations.  The comment is noted. 

 
4-3 The comment states that the City will need to revise the Huntington Beach Landfill Post 

Closure Maintenance Plan (PCMP) after remediation of the site to show the additional open 
space and landfill gas control and monitoring systems.  As noted above, the City will comply 
with all applicable requirements related to hazardous materials remediation and reuse in 
accordance with the approved RAP and existing agency regulations.  The comment is noted. 
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5. RESPONSES TO COMMENTS FROM STATE OF CALIFORNIA NATIVE 
AMERICAN HERITAGE COMMISSION, DATED JUNE 14, 2013. 

 
5-1 This comment provides an overview of the Native American Heritage Commission 

(NAHC), CEQA requirements related to archaeological/historical resources, and 
information regarding records/sensitivity for Native American resources.  The project site 
was operated by the County of Orange as a landfill until 1962 when it was converted into a 
gun range facility.  From September 1947 through September 1956 the County operated the 
landfill as a burning dump.  After this time, the landfill operated as a cut and cover 
operation.  During that time, it is estimated that more than one million tons of earth and 
debris materials, including trash, waste, and refuse fill have been placed beneath and 
immediately surrounding the project site.  Various investigations have estimated that the 
refuse thickness is approximately 35 feet.  No significant historical, cultural, archaeological, 
paleontological, geological resources have been identified within the project site. 

 
5-2 The comment provides recommendations in the event an additional archaeological inventory 

survey is conducted.  A list of appropriate Native American contacts for consultation has 
also been provided.  The comment is noted.     

 
5-3 The comment recommends provisions for identification and evaluation of accidentally 

discovered archaeological resources.  The proposed project site is located within a highly 
disturbed area, within an area previously utilized for agricultural, mining, and landfill 
operations.  Given the highly disturbed nature of the project site and extensive subsurface 
excavation that has occurred on-site through landfill operations, it is not expected that 
sensitive archaeological resources would be encountered.  As noted within the Draft EIR, 
impacts related to archaeological resources are anticipated to be less than significant.  

 
As noted in Response 11-5, below, though not required based on the analysis, Mitigation 
Measure CUL-1 would be added within the Final EIR.  This measure would require that the 
City confirm that grading and construction plans stipulate that a qualified professional 
archaeologist will be contacted in the event that potential archaeological resources are 
discovered during the remediation, grading, and construction process. 
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6. RESPONSES TO COMMENTS FROM CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH 
AND WILDLIFE, DATED JUNE 18, 2013. 

 
6-1 The comment identifies the Department of Fish and Wildlife as a Trustee and Responsible 

Agency.  The comment is noted. 
 
6-2 The comment states the Department does not have comments at this time; but would 

welcome the opportunity to review the results of focused vegetation surveys when seasonally 
appropriate.  As noted in Mitigation Measure BIO-1 of the Draft EIR, the City will conduct 
special status plant species surveys prior to vegetation clearing activities on-site.  In the event 
special status plants are discovered on-site, avoidance, minimization and/or mitigation would 
be implemented in accordance with agency requirements. 
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7. RESPONSES TO COMMENTS FROM ORANGE COUNTY PUBLIC WORKS, 
DATED JUNE 18, 2013. 

 
7-1 Draft EIR page 10-5 would be revised in the Final EIR, as follows: 
 

 
8. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY.  Would the Project: 
 
a) Violate any water quality standards or waste discharge requirements? 
 

Less Than Significant Impact With Mitigation.  Impacts related to water quality 
would primarily result from erosion, siltation, and sedimentation occurring both during 
remediation of the gun range and grading for long-term recreation uses.  However, the 
project would be in compliance with all Santa Ana Regional Water Quality Control 
Board (SARWQCB) requirements and would be subject to obtain a National Pollution 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Municipal Permit RB8-2009-0030 (amended by 
R8-2010-0062), adopted on May 22, 2009.  Typical urban water quality pollutants usually 
result from motor vehicle operations, oil and grease residues, fertilizer/pesticide uses, 
and careless material storage and handling.  Use of Best Management Practices (BMPs) 
would ensure that all on-site surface water would be directed to existing storm drains.  
The proposed project would be in compliance with the County’s 2003 Drainage Area 
Management Plan (DAMP).  The DAMP satisfies the NPDES permit conditions for 
creating and implementing an Urban Runoff Management Program (URMP).  The intent 
of an URMP is to reduce pollutant discharges to the maximum extent practicable (MEP) 
for the protection of water quality at receiving water bodies and the support of 
designated beneficial uses.  The DAMP contains guidance on both structural and 
nonstructural BMPs for meeting these goals.  With implementation of the DAMP 
requirements, the project would be required to prepare a Water Quality Management 
Plan (WQMP) in accordance with the requirements of the NPDES standards.   

In addition, with the incorporation of mitigation provided within the Huntington Central 
Park Master Plan EIR (refer to Measure Water-4 of Appendix 13.1, Attachment No. 5), 
impacts are expected to be reduced to less than significant levels. 

 
 

In addition, Draft EIR page 10-6 would be revised in the Final EIR as follows: 
 

c) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, including through the alteration 
of the course of a stream or river, in a manner which would result in substantial erosion or siltation 
on or off-site? 

 
 Less Than Significant Impact With Mitigation.  The site has been previously 

developed and is void of existing drainage courses such as rivers or streams.  
Although the project may incorporate impermeable surfaces for parking lots, paths, 
and internal roads, the project is not of the scope or nature to significantly alter the 
site’s absorption rate.  The project would be in compliance with all SARWQCB 
requirements and would be subject to obtain an NPDES Municipal Permit RB8-
2009-0030 (amended by R8-2010-0062), adopted on May 22, 2009. Use of BMPs 
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would ensure that all on-site surface water would be directed to existing storm drains, 
in accordance with standard drainage facility design requirements (see Measure 
Utilities-8 of Appendix 13.1, Attachment No. 5).  Therefore, existing mitigation 
measures from the Huntington Central Park Master Plan EIR are expected to reduce 
impacts to less than significant levels.  The project would not substantially alter the 
existing drainage pattern of the site or area, and impacts in this regard would be less 
than significant. 

 
 
 
7-2 Draft EIR pages 10-7 and 10-8 would be revised in the Final EIR, as follows: 
  

 
k) Potentially impact stormwater runoff from construction activities? 
 

Less Than Significant Impact.  The proposed project may potentially impact 
stormwater runoff from short-term construction activities.  The proposed project 
would be required to obtain coverage under the General Permit for Discharges of 
Storm Water Associated with Construction Activity, Order 2009-0009-DWQ, 
adopted on September 2, 2009, and as most recently amended, from the California 
State Water Resources Control Board.  However, existing Federal and State 
regulations (including the SARWQCB’s General Construction Permit Program) 
would require the implementation of BMPs during construction to minimize off-site 
water quality impacts.  Upon compliance with existing regulatory requirements, 
implementation would be less than significant. 
 

m) Result in a potential for discharge of stormwater pollutants from areas of material storage, vehicle or 
equipment fueling, vehicle or equipment maintenance (including washing), waste handling, hazardous 
materials handling or storage, delivery areas, loading docks or other outdoor work areas? 
 
Less Than Significant Impact.  The short-term remediation and construction 
process would involve the handling and potential transport of hazardous materials.  
In addition, remedial and construction activities would require the storage, 
maintenance, and refueling of mechanical equipment on-site.  The potential for 
polluted runoff from the project site during the remediation process would be 
minimized through adherence to Federal, State, and local standards for the handling 
of hazardous materials, in addition to construction-related water quality standards 
imposed by the SARWQCB.  Additionally, the proposed project would be required 
to obtain coverage under the General Permit for Discharges of Storm Water 
Associated with Construction Activity, Order 2009-0009-DWQ, adopted on 
September 2, 2009, and as most recently amended, from the California State Water 
Resources Control Board.  Upon compliance with existing regulatory requirements, 
implementation would be less than significant. 
   

 
 
7-3 Refer to Response to Comment 7-1. 
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7-4 The comment requests continued coordination with the OCHCA for remediation of the site.  
The City will comply with all applicable requirements related to hazardous materials 
remediation and reuse in accordance with the approved RAP and existing agency regulations.  
The comment is noted. 

 
7-5 The comment states Mitigation Measures HAZ-1 through HAZ-3 should be implemented.  

The City will implement all mitigation measures identified within the Draft EIR through 
implementation of the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program required under 
CEQA.  The comment is noted. 

 
7-6 The comment states the automobile tires are to be property disposed of/or managed.  As 

noted above, the City will comply with all applicable requirements related to hazardous 
materials remediation and reuse in accordance with the approved RAP and existing agency 
regulations (including the disposal of tires).  The comment is noted. 

 
7-7 The comment states all wooden telephone poles are to be properly managed and disposed 

of.  As noted above, the City will comply with all applicable requirements related to 
hazardous materials remediation and reuse in accordance with the approved RAP and 
existing agency regulations (including the disposal of wooden poles).  The comment is noted. 
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8. RESPONSES TO COMMENTS FROM HUNTINGTON BEACH 
ENVIRONMENTAL BOARD, DATED JUNE 18, 2013. 

 
8-1 This comment notes that after remediation work is completed investigation must be 

performed to ensure the lead contamination has been remediated.  Remediation activities at 
the project site will be conducted in accordance with the approved RAP and Human Health 
Risk Assessment, prepared by Waterstone Environmental Inc., dated January 2011; refer to 
Draft EIR Mitigation Measure HAZ-1.  The Revised Remedial Action Plan and Human 
Health Risk Assessment requires final sampling be conducted to verify the successful 
completion of remedial excavation (i.e., cleanup goal has been achieved).  The final sampling 
would be conducted under the direction or supervision of an OCHCA representative.  The 
Huntington Beach Environmental Board also requests a copy of the final sampling report; 
this request is noted.    

 
8-2 The comment notes that any future development must be designed to minimize impacts 

related to potential landfill gas hazards and handle any subsidence from the landfill.  As 
noted in Draft EIR Mitigation Measure HAZ-3, the City would construct a landfill gas 
collection system to ensure that hazards do not occur.  In addition, Mitigation Measure 
GEO-1 would require any structures to be supported by a deep foundation system to 
minimize impacts from any soil instability on-site. 

 
8-3 The Huntington Beach Environmental Board would like to review all storm water 

management plans.  The comment is noted.   
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9. RESPONSES TO COMMENTS FROM STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, DATED JUNE 24, 2013. 

 
9-1 The Department of Transportation has no comments at this time.  The comment notes that 

in the event of any activity in the Department’s right-of-way, an encroachment permit will be 
required.  The comment is noted. 
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10. RESPONSES TO COMMENTS FROM STATE OF CALIFORNIA GOVERNOR’S 
OFFICE OF PLANNING AND RESEARCH, STATE CLEARINGHOUSE AND 
PLANNING UNIT, DATED JUNE 25, 2013. 

 
10-1 The comment acknowledges the City has complied with the State Clearinghouse review 

requirements for the draft environmental document, pursuant to CEQA and receipt of 
comment letters from the State of California Public Utilities Commission and State of 
California Native American Heritage Commission.  These comment letters were received by 
the City and are included herein as Letters 2 and 5, respectively.   
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11. RESPONSES TO COMMENTS FROM MARK D. BIXBY, DATED JUNE 24, 2013. 
 
11-1 The comment states concurrence with Draft EIR Mitigation Measure BIO-3.  The comment 

is noted. 
 
11-2 Upon implementation of Mitigation Measure BIO-5, impacts to nesting birds and raptors 

would be less than significant.  Remediation and reuse of the gun range facility would result 
in a minor loss of area available in the project vicinity for raptor foraging.  As noted within 
the Biological Constraints Survey conducted for the project (provided as Draft EIR Appendix 
13.7), the majority of the project site is occupied by developed/ornamental vegetation and 
these areas do not represent a sensitive biological habitat.  The existing project site is a 
dilapidated gun range facility and its remediation and reuse would not be expected to 
appreciably affect the overall population of these species given the amount of suitable 
foraging habitat in the region and other areas similar in nature to the existing gun range (e.g., 
Sully Miller Lake and Huntington Central Park).  Impacts to raptors would be less 
significant. 

 
 The Final EIR for Master Plan of Recreational Uses for Central Park Mitigation Measure Biological 

Resources 4 identifies mitigation for raptor foraging habitat due to impacts to non-native 
grasslands.  This measure recommends that areas identified as “ruderal/bare” are enhanced 
to offset these impacts.  The Final EIR for Master Plan of Recreational Uses for Central Park 
identifies the gun range project site as “developed”.  Thus, this mitigation measure does not 
apply to the project site nor was the gun range site identified as a site where mitigation for 
raptor foraging habitat would occur. 

 
11-3 The City requires that all parcels developed prior to 1973 implement a 2:1 replacement ratio 

for all mature/significant trees affected by a proposed project.1  A mature/significant tree 
generally includes trees with a minimum 10-inch diameter trunk at approximately four feet in 
height from the adjoining ground.  Impacted trees and associated replacement trees would 
be identified through the City’s standard landscape plan review and approval process to 
ensure consistency with existing City tree replacement policies. 

 
 As such, Draft EIR page 5.6-12 would be revised in the Final EIR, as follows: 
 

Mitigation Measures:   
 
BIO-5  To the extent feasible, the City of Huntington Beach shall conduct all vegetation 

removal activities outside of the nesting season (typically February 15 to August 
15) to avoid potential impacts to nesting birds.  However, if initial vegetation 
removal occurs during the nesting season, all suitable habitat shall be thoroughly 
surveyed for the presence of nesting birds by a qualified biologist prior to 
commencement of clearing.  If any active nests are detected, a buffer of at least 
100 feet (300 feet for raptors) shall be delineated, flagged, and avoided until the 
nesting cycle is complete as determined by the Project Biologist. 

 
BIO-6 Prior to landscape plan approval for the proposed project, the Huntington Beach 

Department of Planning and Building Director or his designee shall verify that all 
                                                 
1 City of Huntington Beach, Tree Replacement for CEQA Compliance Policy Memorandum, October 1, 2005. 
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mature/significant trees affected by the project are identified on project 
landscape plans.  Any tree meeting the City’s criteria for a mature/significant tree 
(generally including trees with a minimum 10-inch diameter trunk at 
approximately four feet in height from the adjoining ground) shall be replaced at 
a 2:1 ratio.  Replacement tree locations shall also be denoted on project 
landscape plans.   

 
Level of Significance:  Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporated. 
 

 
 
11-4 Draft EIR Mitigation Measure BIO-2 requires verification that exotic (invasive) species are 

not included in the plant palette for the site.  Further, through the development review 
process, landscape plans for the site would be reviewed to ensure that proposed landscaping 
within the project site, including the ravine, are compatible with and similar to existing 
vegetation within the area.    

 
11-5 The proposed project site is located within a highly disturbed area, within an area previously 

utilized for agricultural, mining, and landfill operations.  Development on the site first 
occurred in the 1950s, when the County of Orange began utilizing the site as a portion of 
the 51-acre Huntington Beach Landfill.  The Huntington Beach Landfill was divided into 
two primary areas:  1) a 33-acre mixed municipal refuse area; and 2) an 18-acre construction 
demolition waste area.2  The proposed project site exists over the mixed municipal refuse 
area.3  During the municipal landfill’s operation, it is estimated that approximately 1.1 million 
cubic yards of waste were placed beneath and immediately surrounding the project site.4  
The County of Orange operated the landfill as a burning dump from September 1947 to 
September 1956, after which it operated as a cut and cover facility.5  Immediately south of 
the project site is Sully Miller Lake, a former mining pit that has filled with water since its 
closure. 

 
Given the highly disturbed nature of the project site and extensive subsurface excavation 
that has occurred on-site through landfill operations, it is not expected that sensitive 
archaeological resources would be encountered.  Based on the Geotechnical and Geologic Report 
prepared as part of the Draft EIR, even at the southerly boundary of the project site, refuse 
in the form of organics and pieces of wood were noted at depths of eight feet.  As noted 
within the Draft EIR, impacts related to archaeological resources are anticipated to be less 
than significant.  
 
Though not required based on the analysis, the following precautionary mitigation measure 
is being added in the event that archaeological resources are encountered during 
remediation, grading and construction activities.  Thus, Draft EIR page 10-3 would be 
revised in the Final EIR, as follows: 
 
 

                                                 
2 Geotechnical Report, Central Park Sports Complex, AMEC Earth & Environmental, November 28, 2000. 
3 Central Park Master EIR Geology Conditions, Figure 8, CH2M HILL, April 24, 1998. 
4 Geotechnical Report, Central Park Sports Complex, AMEC Earth & Environmental, November 28, 2000. 
5 Revised Remedial Action Plan and Human Health Risk Assessment – Former Gun Range Site, Waterstone Environmental, Inc., January 2011. 
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b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an archaeological resource pursuant to 
CEQA Guidelines §15064.5? 

 
 No Impact.  As stated above, the project site is occupied by an abandoned gun 

range facility, located over a former landfill.  No archaeological resources are 
anticipated to occur on-site, and no impacts would occur in this regard.  Though no 
impacts are expected to occur due to the disturbed nature of the site, the following 
precautionary mitigation measure is being added in the event that unknown 
archaeological resources are encountered during remediation, grading and 
construction activities.   

 
CUL-1 Prior to the issuance of a grading permit and building permit, the 

Huntington Beach Department of Planning and Building Director or his 
designee will confirm that the grading and construction plans stipulate 
that a qualified professional archaeologist will be contacted in the event 
that potential archaeological resources are discovered during the 
remediation, grading, and construction activities.  Work will stop until a 
qualified archaeologist can assess the significance of the find and, if 
necessary, develop appropriate treatment measures to the approval of the 
City’s Planning and Building Department.  Treatment measures typically 
include development of avoidance strategies or mitigation of impacts 
through data recovery programs such as excavation or detailed 
documentation.  If during cultural resources monitoring the qualified 
archaeologist determines that the site area of work is unlikely to contain 
significant cultural materials, the qualified archaeologist can specify that 
monitoring be reduced or eliminated. 

 
 

 
11-6 In the event the City implements a skate park on-site as part of the long-term recreational 

reuse of the gun range facility, the skate park would not host high-intensity events similar to 
those conducted at the Vans Skate Park.  The intent would be for the skate park to serve as a 
“drop-in” facility for local residents.  Any organized activities would be limited to City 
recreation classes or camps that would be limited in size and nature.   

 
11-7 The comment recommends providing resident transients at the project site contact 

information for local service providers and that local service providers are on-site to assist 
with referrals.  The comment is noted. 



 

   
   
 
 
 
 
 
   
   
   
   

3.0  Errata 
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3.0  ERRATA 
 
Changes to the Draft Environmental Impact Report (Draft EIR) are noted below.  A double-
underline indicates additions to the text; strikeout indicates deletions to the text.  Changes have been 
analyzed and responded to in Section 2.0, Response to Comments, of the Final EIR.  The changes to the 
Draft EIR do not affect the overall conclusions of the environmental document.  Changes are listed 
by page and, where appropriate, by paragraph. 
 
NOTE TO REVIEWER: 
 
These errata have been prepared in response to comments received on the Draft EIR or to address 
minor City staff-initiated editorial corrections to the Draft EIR, which was publicly-circulated from 
May 9, 2013 through June 24, 2013.  These corrections are not considered to result in any new or 
greater impacts than those identified in the Draft EIR.  Any changes referenced to mitigation 
measures contained in the Draft EIR text also apply to Section 2.0, Executive Summary, and Section 
8.0, Inventory of Mitigation Measures, of the Draft EIR (as applicable).  All modifications to mitigation 
measures have been reflected in Section 4.0, Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program, of the Final 
EIR.   
 
SECTION 5.2, GEOLOGY AND SOILS 
 
GEO-1 Prior to issuance of a building permit, the Chief Building OfficialCity shall verify that any 

new structures are supported by a deep foundation system, such as driven piles or 
caissons.  The foundation system shall be designated to withstand negative dragdown 
due to existing fill and to mitigate for liquefaction and lateral spreading.  These 
foundation requirements shall be denoted on project plans for review and approval by 
the Chief Building OfficialCity. 

 
SECTION 5.6, BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 
 
Page 5.6-12, Migratory Birds 
 
Mitigation Measures:   
 
BIO-5  To the extent feasible, the City of Huntington Beach shall conduct all vegetation removal 

activities outside of the nesting season (typically February 15 to August 15) to avoid 
potential impacts to nesting birds.  However, if initial vegetation removal occurs during 
the nesting season, all suitable habitat shall be thoroughly surveyed for the presence of 
nesting birds by a qualified biologist prior to commencement of clearing.  If any active 
nests are detected, a buffer of at least 100 feet (300 feet for raptors) shall be delineated, 
flagged, and avoided until the nesting cycle is complete as determined by the Project 
Biologist. 

 
BIO-6 Prior to landscape plan approval for the proposed project, the Huntington Beach 

Department of Planning and Building Director or his designee shall verify that all 
mature/significant trees affected by the project are identified on project landscape plans.  
Any tree meeting the City’s criteria for a mature/significant tree (generally including trees 
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with a minimum 10-inch diameter trunk at approximately four feet in height from the 
adjoining ground) shall be replaced at a 2:1 ratio.  Replacement tree locations shall also 
be denoted on project landscape plans.   

 
Level of Significance:  Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporated. 
 
SECTION 5.7, UTILITIES 
 
Page 5.7-11, Stormwater Facilities   
 
STORMWATER FACILITIES 

 
M THE PROJECT WOULD NOT RESULT IN NEW STORMWATER DRAINAGE 

FACILITIES THAT WOULD RESULT IN SIGNIFICANT ENVIRONMENTAL 
EFFECTS.   

 

Impact Analysis:  Long-term reuse proposed for the project would include a recreational use which 
could include uses such as a children’s playground/park area, dog park, basketball courts, and tennis 
courts.  However, in lieu of the outdoor basketball and tennis courts, the City may implement a 
skate park facility.  As a result, portions of the project site would be impermeable with a potential to 
result in an increased amount of runoff in comparison to existing conditions.  The proposed project 
would implement on-site drainage facilities to accommodate stormwater runoff and address 
potential pollutants in accordance with the current Waste Discharge Requirements Permit for the 
County of Orange (MS4 Permit).  The project would be in compliance with all SARWQCB 
requirements and the City would submit a Water Quality Management Plan (WQMP) to the City for 
review and approval. Use of BMPs would ensure that all on-site surface water would be directed to 
existing storm drains at the adjacent Huntington Central Park Sports Complex, in accordance with 
standard drainage facility design requirements.  Therefore, the project would not result in new 
stormwater drainage facilities that would result in significant environmental effects.   
 
SECTION 10.0, EFFECTS FOUND NOT TO BE SIGNIFICANT 
 
Page 10-3, Cultural Resources 
 
b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an archaeological resource pursuant to CEQA 

Guidelines §15064.5? 
 
No Impact.  As stated above, the project site is occupied by an abandoned gun range facility, 
located over a former landfill.  No archaeological resources are anticipated to occur on-site, and 
no impacts would occur in this regard.  Though no impacts are expected to occur due to the 
disturbed nature of the site, the following precautionary mitigation measure is being added in the 
event that unknown archaeological resources are encountered during remediation, grading and 
construction activities.   
 
CUL-1 Prior to the issuance of a grading permit and building permit, the Huntington Beach 

Department of Planning and Building Director or his designee will confirm that the 
grading and construction plans stipulate that a qualified professional archaeologist will 
be contacted in the event that potential archaeological resources are discovered during 
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the remediation, grading, and construction activities.  Work will stop until a qualified 
archaeologist can assess the significance of the find and, if necessary, develop 
appropriate treatment measures to the approval of the City’s Planning and Building 
Department.  Treatment measures typically include development of avoidance 
strategies or mitigation of impacts through data recovery programs such as excavation 
or detailed documentation.  If during cultural resources monitoring the qualified 
archaeologist determines that the site area of work is unlikely to contain significant 
cultural materials, the qualified archaeologist can specify that monitoring be reduced 
or eliminated. 

 
Page 10-5, Hydrology and Water Quality 
 
8. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY.  Would the Project: 
 
a) Violate any water quality standards or waste discharge requirements? 
 

Less Than Significant Impact With Mitigation.  Impacts related to water quality would 
primarily result from erosion, siltation, and sedimentation occurring both during remediation of 
the gun range and grading for long-term recreation uses.  However, the project would be in 
compliance with all Santa Ana Regional Water Quality Control Board (SARWQCB) 
requirements and would be subject to obtain a National Pollution Discharge Elimination System 
(NPDES) Municipal Permit RB8-2009-0030 (amended by R8-2010-0062), adopted on May 22, 
2009.  Typical urban water quality pollutants usually result from motor vehicle operations, oil 
and grease residues, fertilizer/pesticide uses, and careless material storage and handling.  Use of 
Best Management Practices (BMPs) would ensure that all on-site surface water would be 
directed to existing storm drains.  The proposed project would be in compliance with the 
County’s 2003 Drainage Area Management Plan (DAMP).  The DAMP satisfies the NPDES 
permit conditions for creating and implementing an Urban Runoff Management Program 
(URMP).  The intent of an URMP is to reduce pollutant discharges to the maximum extent 
practicable (MEP) for the protection of water quality at receiving water bodies and the support 
of designated beneficial uses.  The DAMP contains guidance on both structural and 
nonstructural BMPs for meeting these goals.  With implementation of the DAMP requirements, 
the project would be required to prepare a Water Quality Management Plan (WQMP) in 
accordance with the requirements of the NPDES standards.   

In addition, with the incorporation of mitigation provided within the Huntington Central Park 
Master Plan EIR (refer to Measure Water-4 of Appendix 13.1, Attachment No. 5), impacts are 
expected to be reduced to less than significant levels. 

 
Page 10-6, Hydrology and Water Quality 
 
c) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, including through the alteration of the course of 

a stream or river, in a manner which would result in substantial erosion or siltation on or off-site? 
 
 Less Than Significant Impact With Mitigation.  The site has been previously developed and 

is void of existing drainage courses such as rivers or streams.  Although the project may 
incorporate impermeable surfaces for parking lots, paths, and internal roads, the project is not of 
the scope or nature to significantly alter the site’s absorption rate.  The project would be in 
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compliance with all SARWQCB requirements and would be subject to obtain an NPDES 
Municipal Permit RB8-2009-0030 (amended by R8-2010-0062), adopted on May 22, 2009. Use 
of BMPs would ensure that all on-site surface water would be directed to existing storm drains, 
in accordance with standard drainage facility design requirements (see Measure Utilities-8 of 
Appendix 13.1, Attachment No. 5).  Therefore, existing mitigation measures from the Huntington 
Central Park Master Plan EIR are expected to reduce impacts to less than significant levels.  The 
project would not substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, and impacts 
in this regard would be less than significant. 

 
Pages 10-7 and 10-8, Hydrology and Water Quality  
 
k) Potentially impact stormwater runoff from construction activities? 

 
Less Than Significant Impact.  The proposed project may potentially impact stormwater 
runoff from short-term construction activities.  The proposed project would be required to 
obtain coverage under the General Permit for Discharges of Storm Water Associated with 
Construction Activity, Order 2009-0009-DWQ, adopted on September 2, 2009, and as most 
recently amended, from the California State Water Resources Control Board.  However, existing 
Federal and State regulations (including the SARWQCB’s General Construction Permit 
Program) would require the implementation of BMPs during construction to minimize off-site 
water quality impacts.  Upon compliance with existing regulatory requirements, implementation 
would be less than significant. 
 

m) Result in a potential for discharge of stormwater pollutants from areas of material storage, vehicle or equipment 
fueling, vehicle or equipment maintenance (including washing), waste handling, hazardous materials handling or 
storage, delivery areas, loading docks or other outdoor work areas? 
 
Less Than Significant Impact.  The short-term remediation and construction process would 
involve the handling and potential transport of hazardous materials.  In addition, remedial and 
construction activities would require the storage, maintenance, and refueling of mechanical 
equipment on-site.  The potential for polluted runoff from the project site during the 
remediation process would be minimized through adherence to Federal, State, and local 
standards for the handling of hazardous materials, in addition to construction-related water 
quality standards imposed by the SARWQCB.  Additionally, the proposed project would be 
required to obtain coverage under the General Permit for Discharges of Storm Water Associated 
with Construction Activity, Order 2009-0009-DWQ, adopted on September 2, 2009, and as 
most recently amended, from the California State Water Resources Control Board.  Upon 
compliance with existing regulatory requirements, implementation would be less than significant. 

 



 

   
   
 
 
 
 
 
   
   
   
   

4.0  Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program 
 



EIR for the Remediation and Reuse of the  
Former Gun Range Within Huntington Central Park 
 
 

 
Final EIR ● August 2013 4-1 Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program 

4.0 MITIGATION MONITORING  
AND REPORTING PROGRAM 

 
The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requires that when a public agency completes an 
environmental document which includes measures to mitigate or avoid significant environmental 
effects, the public agency must adopt a reporting or monitoring program.  This requirement ensures 
that environmental impacts found to be significant will be mitigated.  The reporting or monitoring 
program must be designed to ensure compliance during project implementation (Public Resources 
Code Section 21081.6). 
 
In compliance with Public Resources Code Section 21081.6, Table 1, Mitigation Monitoring and 
Reporting Checklist, has been prepared for the Remediation and Reuse of the Former Gun Range 
Within Huntington Central Park Project (the project).  This Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting 
Checklist is intended to provide verification that all applicable mitigation measures relative to 
significant environmental impacts are monitored and reported.  Monitoring will include: 1) 
verification that each mitigation measure has been implemented; 2) recordation of the actions taken 
to implement each mitigation; and 3) retention of records in the Remediation and Reuse of the 
Former Gun Range Within Huntington Central Park Project file. 
 
This Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program delineates responsibilities for monitoring the 
project, but also allows the City flexibility and discretion in determining how best to monitor 
implementation.  Monitoring procedures will vary according to the type of mitigation measure.  
Adequate monitoring consists of demonstrating that monitoring procedures took place and that 
mitigation measures were implemented. This includes the review of all monitoring reports, 
enforcement actions, and document disposition, unless otherwise noted in the Mitigation 
Monitoring and Reporting Checklist (Table 1).  If an adopted mitigation measure is not being 
properly implemented, the designated monitoring personnel shall require corrective actions to 
ensure adequate implementation.   
 
Reporting consists of establishing a record that a mitigation measure is being implemented, and 
generally involves the following steps: 

 
 The City distributes reporting forms to the appropriate entities for verification of 

compliance. 

 Departments/agencies with reporting responsibilities will review the Initial Study and EIR, 
which provide general background information on the reasons for including specified 
mitigation measures. 

 Problems or exceptions to compliance will be addressed to the City as appropriate. 

 Periodic meetings may be held during project implementation to report on compliance of 
mitigation measures. 

 Responsible parties provide the City with verification that monitoring has been conducted 
and ensure, as applicable, that mitigation measures have been implemented.  Monitoring 
compliance may be documented through existing review and approval programs such as 
field inspection reports and plan review. 
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 The City prepares a reporting form periodically during the construction phase and an annual 
report summarizing all project mitigation monitoring efforts. 

 Appropriate mitigation measures will be included in construction documents and/or 
conditions of permits/approvals. 

 
Minor changes to the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program, if required, would be made in 
accordance with CEQA and would be permitted after further review and approval by the City.  No 
change will be permitted unless the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program continues to 
satisfy the requirements of Public Resources Code Section 21081.6. 
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Table 1 
MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING CHECKLIST 

 

Mitigation 
Number 

Mitigation Measure 
Implementation 
Responsibility 

Implementation 
Timing 

Monitoring 
Responsibility

Monitoring 
Timing 

VERIFICATION OF 
COMPLIANCE 

Signature Date 

HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS
HAZ-1 Prior to issuance of any grading permit for 

the project, the City of Huntington Beach 
shall ensure that the Remediation 
Contractor has incorporated into its work 
plan all remedial recommendations 
associated with Alternative 2 within the 
Revised Remedial Action Plan and Human 
Health Risk Assessment, prepared by 
Waterstone Environmental Inc., dated 
January 2011.  The Revised Remedial Action 
Plan and Human Health Risk Assessment is 
included as Appendix 13.3 of the EIR and 
is incorporated by reference into this 
mitigation measure. 

Remediation
Contractor 

Prior to issuance 
of Grading 

Permit 

City Public 
Works 

Department/ 
City Engineer 

Prior to 
Issuance of 

Grading 
Permit/ 
During 

Remediation 

HAZ-2 The Remediation Contractor shall prepare 
a site-specific Health and Safety Plan 
(HASP) pursuant to the provisions of the 
Revised Remedial Action Plan and Human 
Health Risk Assessment (prepared by 
Waterstone Environmental, Inc., dated 
January 2011) Section 7.11, Health and 
Safety Plan, for all remediation work 
activities.  The purpose of the HASP is to 
describe the controls and procedures that 
shall be implemented to minimize 
incidents, injury, and health risks 
associated with the excavation activities to 
be conducted at the project site.  The 
following shall be addressed in the HASP: 

Remediation 
Contractor 

Prior to issuance 
of Grading 

Permit 

City Public 
Works 

Department/ 
City Engineer 

Prior to 
Issuance of 

Grading 
Permit/ 
During 

Remediation 
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Mitigation 
Number 

Mitigation Measure 
Implementation 
Responsibility 

Implementation 
Timing 

Monitoring 
Responsibility

Monitoring 
Timing 

VERIFICATION OF 
COMPLIANCE 

Signature Date 

• The HASP shall incorporate the 
requirements specified by 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA) 
Hazardous Waste Operations 
Standards (WPA 29 CFR 
1910.120 and CCR Title 8).   

• Field personnel shall review the 
HASP prior to commencing field 
work.  Prior to initiation of field 
activities each day, a tailgate 
safety meeting shall be 
conducted to identify potential 
physical and chemical hazards 
and outline measures to be taken 
in event of an emergency.  All 
on-site personnel shall be 
required to document their 
attendance at the tailgate safety 
meeting by signing a form before 
work each day. 

• During field activities, 
appropriate personal protective 
equipment shall be worn by all 
personnel within designated 
exclusion zones.  The amount of 
dust present in the operator 
breathing zone shall be obtained 
in the field on a regular basis 
using a dust meter or equivalent 
as required by the HASP. 
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Mitigation 
Number 

Mitigation Measure 
Implementation 
Responsibility 

Implementation 
Timing 

Monitoring 
Responsibility

Monitoring 
Timing 

VERIFICATION OF 
COMPLIANCE 

Signature Date 

The HASP shall be reviewed and 
approved by the City Engineer prior to 
the issuance of a grading permit.   

HAZ-3 Prior to the issuance of building permits 
for reuse of the project site, the City shall 
construct a landfill gas collection and 
control system (GCCS) that conveys 
landfill gas to the existing GCCS at the 
Huntington Central Sports Complex.  In 
consultation with the SCAQMD, the City 
shall also implement an LFG monitoring 
program, which shall require that any 
proposed structures on-site would be 
monitored on at least a quarterly basis, 
consistent with SCAQMD Rule 1150.1.  
The proposed GCCS shall be coordinated 
with the SCAQMD, OCHCA, 
SARWQCB, and City of Huntington 
Beach Fire Department.  The GCCS shall 
incorporate the recommendations 
included within the Landfill Gas Analysis for 
Former Gun Range Within Central Park 
prepared by SCS Engineers (dated 
February 4, 2009), and any additional 
recommendations identified by the City 
Engineer.  The Landfill Gas Analysis for 
Former Gun Range Within Central Park is 
included as Appendix 13.10 of the EIR 
and is incorporated by reference into this 
Mitigation Measure. 

City Public 
Works 

Department/ 
City Engineer 

Prior to Issuance 
of Building 

Permit 

City Public 
Works 

Department/ 
City Engineer 

 

Prior to 
Issuance of 

Building 
Permit/ 
During 

Construction 

GEOLOGY AND SOILS 
GEO-1 Prior to issuance of a building permit, the 

City shall verify that any new structures 
are supported by a deep foundation 

Project Engineer Prior to Issuance 
of a Building 

Permit 

City Planning 
and Building 
Department 

Prior to 
Issuance of a 

Building 
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Mitigation 
Number 

Mitigation Measure 
Implementation 
Responsibility 

Implementation 
Timing 

Monitoring 
Responsibility

Monitoring 
Timing 

VERIFICATION OF 
COMPLIANCE 

Signature Date 

system, such as driven piles or caissons.  
The foundation system shall be designated 
to withstand negative dragdown due to 
existing fill and to mitigate for liquefaction 
and lateral spreading.  These foundation 
requirements shall be denoted on project 
plans for review and approval by the City. 

Permit/
Review of 

Project Plans 

AIR QUALITY 
AQ-1 Prior to issuance of any Grading Permit, 

the City Engineer shall confirm that the 
Grading Plan and specifications stipulate 
that, in compliance with SCAQMD Rule 
403, excessive fugitive dust emissions shall 
be controlled by regular watering or other 
dust prevention measures, as specified in 
the SCAQMD’s Rules and Regulations.  
In addition, SCAQMD Rule 402 requires 
implementation of dust suppression 
techniques to prevent fugitive dust from 
creating a nuisance off-site.  
Implementation of the following 
measures would reduce short-term 
fugitive dust impacts on nearby sensitive 
receptors: 
 

• All active portions of the 
construction site shall be watered 
every three hours during daily 
construction activities and when 
dust is observed migrating from 
the project site to prevent 
excessive amounts of dust;  

• Pave or apply water every three 
hours during daily construction 

Construction/
Remediation 
Contractor 

Prior to issuance 
of Grading 

Permit 

City Public 
Works 

Department/ 
City Engineer 

Prior to 
Issuance of 

Grading 
Permit/ 
During 

Construction 
and 

Remediation 
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Mitigation 
Number 

Mitigation Measure 
Implementation 
Responsibility 

Implementation 
Timing 

Monitoring 
Responsibility

Monitoring 
Timing 

VERIFICATION OF 
COMPLIANCE 

Signature Date 

activities or apply non-toxic soil 
stabilizers on all unpaved access 
roads, parking areas, and staging 
areas.  More frequent watering 
shall occur if dust is observed 
migrating from the site during 
site disturbance;   

• Any on-site stockpiles of debris, 
dirt, or other dusty material shall 
be enclosed, covered, or watered 
twice daily, or non-toxic soil 
binders shall be applied; 

• All grading and excavation 
operations shall be suspended 
when wind speeds exceed 25 
miles per hour; 

• Disturbed areas shall be replaced 
with ground cover or paved 
immediately after construction is 
completed in the affected area; 

• Track-out devices such as gravel 
bed track-out aprons (3 inches 
deep, 25 feet long, 12 feet wide 
per lane and edged by rock berm 
or row of stakes) shall be 
installed to reduce mud/dirt 
trackout from unpaved truck exit 
routes.  Alternatively a wheel 
washer shall be used at truck exit 
routes;  

• On-site vehicle speed shall be 
limited to 15 miles per hour; 

• All material transported off-site 
shall be either sufficiently 
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Mitigation 
Number 

Mitigation Measure 
Implementation 
Responsibility 

Implementation 
Timing 

Monitoring 
Responsibility

Monitoring 
Timing 

VERIFICATION OF 
COMPLIANCE 

Signature Date 

watered or securely covered to 
prevent excessive amounts of 
dust prior to departing the job 
site; and 

• Reroute construction trucks 
away from congested streets or 
sensitive receptor areas. 

AQ-2 All trucks that are to haul excavated or 
graded material on-site shall comply with 
State Vehicle Code Section 23114 (Spilling 
Loads on Highways), with special attention 
to Sections 23114(b)(F), (e)(4) as 
amended, regarding the prevention of 
such material spilling onto public streets 
and roads.  Prior to the issuance of 
grading permits, the Applicant shall 
demonstrate to the City of Huntington 
Beach City Engineer how the project 
operations subject to that specification 
during hauling activities shall comply with 
the provisions set forth in Sections 
23114(b)(F), (e)(4). 

Construction/
Remediation 
Contractor 

Prior to Issuance 
of a Grading 

Permit 

City Public 
Works 

Department/ 
City Engineer 

Prior to 
Issuance of a 

Grading 
Permit; 
During 

Construction 
and 

Remediation 

AQ-3 Prior to issuance of any Grading Permit, 
the City Engineer shall confirm that the 
Grading Plan and specifications stipulate 
that, in compliance with SCAQMD Rule 
403, O3 precursor emissions from 
construction equipment vehicles shall be 
controlled by maintaining equipment 
engines in good condition and in proper 
tune per manufacturer’s specifications, to 
the satisfaction of the City.  Maintenance 
records shall be provided to the City by 
the construction contractor on a monthly 

Construction/
Remediation 
Contractor 

Prior to Issuance 
of Grading 

Permit 

City Public 
Works 

Department/ 
City Engineer 

Prior to 
Issuance of 

Grading 
Permit; 
During 

Construction 
and 

Remediation 
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Mitigation 
Number 

Mitigation Measure 
Implementation 
Responsibility 

Implementation 
Timing 

Monitoring 
Responsibility

Monitoring 
Timing 

VERIFICATION OF 
COMPLIANCE 

Signature Date 

basis.  The City shall be responsible for 
ensuring that contractors comply with this 
measure during construction.  Contract 
specifications shall be included in the 
project construction documents which 
shall be reviewed and approved by the 
City prior to issuance of a grading permit. 

AQ-4 The following measures shall be 
implemented during remediation to 
substantially reduce NOX related 
emissions.  They shall be included in the 
Grading Plan and contract specifications.  
Contract specification language shall be 
reviewed by the City prior to issuance of a 
grading permit.   
 

• Off-road diesel equipment 
operators shall be required to 
shut down their engines rather 
than idle for more than five 
minutes, and shall ensure that all 
off-road equipment is compliant 
with the CARB in-use off-road 
diesel vehicle regulation and 
SCAQMD Rule 2449. 

• Require the use of 2010 and 
newer diesel haul trucks (e.g., 
material delivery trucks and soil 
import/export) and if the lead 
agency determines that 2010 
model year or newer diesel 
trucks cannot be obtained the 
lead  agency  shall use trucks that 
 

Construction/
Remediation 
Contractor 

Prior to 
Finalization of 
Grading Plans 
and Contract 

Specifications/ 
During 

Remediation and 
Construction 

City Public 
Works 

Department/ 
City Engineer 

Prior to 
Finalization of 
Grading Plans 
and Contract 
Specifications

/During 
Remediation 

and 
Construction 
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Mitigation 
Number 

Mitigation Measure 
Implementation 
Responsibility 

Implementation 
Timing 

Monitoring 
Responsibility

Monitoring 
Timing 

VERIFICATION OF 
COMPLIANCE 

Signature Date 

meet EPA 2007 model year 
NOX emissions requirements 

• The following note shall be 
included on all grading plans: 
During remediation, all internal 
combustion engines/ 
construction, equipment 
operating on the project site 
shall meet EPA-Certified Tier 3 
emissions standards, or higher 
according to the following: 
- January 1, 2012, to 

December 31, 2014: All off-
road diesel-powered 
construction equipment 
greater than 50 hp shall 
meet Tier 3 off-road 
emissions standards.  In 
addition, all construction 
equipment shall be outfitted 
with BACT devices certified 
by CARB.  Any emissions 
control device used by the 
contractor shall achieve 
emissions reductions that 
are no less than what could 
be achieved by a Level 3 
diesel emissions control 
strategy for a similarly sized 
engine as defined by CARB 
regulations. 

- Post-January 1, 2015: All 
off-road diesel-powered 
construction equipment 
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Mitigation 
Number 

Mitigation Measure 
Implementation 
Responsibility 

Implementation 
Timing 

Monitoring 
Responsibility

Monitoring 
Timing 

VERIFICATION OF 
COMPLIANCE 

Signature Date 

greater than 50 hp shall 
meet the Tier 4 emission 
standards, where available.  
In addition, all construction 
equipment shall be outfitted 
with BACT devices certified 
by CARB.  Any emissions 
control device used by the 
contractor shall achieve 
emissions reductions that 
are no less than what could 
be achieved by a Level 3 
diesel emissions control 
strategy for a similarly sized 
engine as defined by CARB 
regulations.  

- A copy of each unit’s 
certified tier specification, 
BACT documentation, and 
CARB or SCAQMD 
operating permit shall be 
provided at the time of 
mobilization of each 
applicable unit of 
equipment. 

• The remediation and 
construction contractors shall 
maintain construction equipment 
engines by keeping them tuned 
and regularly serviced to 
minimize exhaust emissions. 

• Use low sulfur fuel for stationary 
construction  equipment.  This is 
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Mitigation 
Number 
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required by SCAQMD Rules 
431.1 and 431.2. 

• Utilize existing power sources 
(i.e., power poles) when 
available.  This measure would 
minimize the use of higher 
polluting gas or diesel 
generators. 

• Configure construction parking 
to minimize traffic interference.  

• Minimize obstruction of 
through-traffic lanes and provide 
temporary traffic controls such 
as a flag person during all phases 
of construction when needed to 
maintain smooth traffic flow.  
Construction shall be planned so 
that lane closures on existing 
streets are kept to a minimum. 

• Schedule construction 
operations affecting traffic for 
off-peak hours to the best extent 
when possible. 

• Develop a traffic plan to 
minimize traffic flow 
interference from construction 
activities (the plan may include 
advance public notice of routing, 
use of public transportation and 
satellite parking areas with a 
shuttle service.) 

• Construction-related equipment, 
including heavy-duty equipment, 
motor vehicles, and portable 
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equipment, shall be turned off 
when not in use for more than 
five minutes.  

AQ-5 The following SCAQMD recommended 
measures shall be implemented for 
hauling activities related to soil 
remediation and demolition to 
substantially reduce NOX related 
emissions.  They shall be included in the 
Grading Plan and contract specifications.  
Contract specification language shall be 
reviewed by the City prior to issuance of a 
grading permit.   
 

• All heavy duty trucks utilized for 
hauling shall meet or exceed 
EPA 2007 engine emission 
standards. 

• Beginning in 2015, all heavy duty 
trucks utilized for hauling shall 
meet or exceed EPA 2010 
engine emission standards. 

• If the above clean truck 
requirements are infeasible, a 
phase-in schedule shall be put 
forth that shall feasibly achieve 
emission reductions as soon as 
possible.   

• The contractor shall maintain a 
log of all hauling trucks entering 
the project site to ensure that on 
average, the daily truck fleet 
meets the selected EPA emission 
standards.  This log shall be 

Construction/
Remediation 
Contractor 

Prior to 
Finalization of 
Grading Plans 
and Contract 

Specifications/ 
During 

Construction and 
Remediation 

City Public 
Works 

Department/ 
City Engineer 

Prior to 
Finalization of 
Grading Plans 
and Contract 
Specifications

/During 
Construction 

and 
Remediation 
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available for inspection by City 
staff at any time. 

• Prohibit all vehicles and trucks 
from idling in excess of five 
minutes, both on- and off-site. 

BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 
BIO-1 Prior to vegetation clearing activities on-

site, the City of Huntington Beach shall 
conduct focused surveys for special status 
plant species during the appropriate 
blooming period (generally 
spring/summer) to determine the 
presence or absence of special status plant 
species.  If a special status plant species is 
observed, its rarity and abundance shall be 
evaluated by the Project Biologist.  If the 
finding is considered significant, then 
additional avoidance, minimization, or 
mitigation measures may be required as 
determined appropriate by the Project 
Biologist. 

City of 
Huntington 

Beach/Project 
Biologist 

Prior to 
Vegetation 
Clearing 
Activities 

City Planning
and Building 
Department  

Prior to 
Vegetation 
Clearing 
Activities 

BIO-2 Prior to the approval of landscape plans 
for the proposed project, the project 
Landscape Architect shall certify to the 
City of Huntington Beach Planning and 
Building Department that exotic plant 
species (any species listed in the California 
Invasive Plant Council [Cal-IPC] Invasive 
Plant Inventory or the Federal Noxious 
Weed List) are not included in the plant 
palette for the site.   

Project 
Landscape 
Architect 

Prior to Approval 
of Landscape 

Plans 

City Planning 
and Building 
Department 

Prior to 
Approval of 
Landscape 

Plans 

BIO-3 Prior to vegetation clearing activities on-
site, the City of Huntington Beach shall 
conduct focused surveys for the coastal 

City of 
Huntington 

Beach/Project 

Prior to 
Vegetation 
Clearing 

City Planning 
and Building 
Department 

Prior to 
Vegetation 
Clearing 
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California gnatcatcher to determine the 
presence or absence of this species on the 
project site.  Survey protocol requires 
either (1) a minimum of six surveys be 
conducted between March 15 and June 30 
or (2) a minimum of nine surveys be 
conducted between July 1 and March 14.  
If focused surveys determine that coastal 
California gnatcatcher is not present on 
the project site, then no further measures 
would be necessary.  If focused surveys 
determine that the coastal California 
gnatcatcher is present on the project site, 
then the City shall implement additional 
avoidance, minimization, or mitigation 
measures as determined by the USFWS. 

Biologist Activities Activities/
During 

Construction 

BIO-4 Prior to the approval of lighting plans and 
specifications for the proposed project, 
the City of Huntington Beach Planning 
and Building Department shall verify that 
night lighting shall be directed away from 
open space areas and shielding shall be 
incorporated into the final project design 
to minimize the increase in ambient 
lighting adjacent areas to the greatest 
extent practicable.  These stipulations 
shall be denoted on project plans for 
review and approval by the Planning and 
Building Department. 

Project Engineer Prior to Approval 
of Lighting Plans 
and Specifications

City Planning 
and Building 
Department 

Prior to 
Approval of 

Lighting Plans 
and 

Specifications

BIO-5 To the extent feasible, the City of 
Huntington Beach shall conduct all 
vegetation removal activities outside of 
the nesting season (typically February 15 
to August 15) to avoid potential impacts 

City of 
Huntington 

Beach/Project 
Biologist 

During 
Remediation and 

Construction 

City Planning 
and Building 
Department 

During 
Remediation 

and 
Construction 
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to nesting birds.  However, if initial 
vegetation removal occurs during the 
nesting season, all suitable habitat shall be 
thoroughly surveyed for the presence of 
nesting birds by a qualified biologist prior 
to commencement of clearing.  If any 
active nests are detected, a buffer of at 
least 100 feet (300 feet for raptors) shall 
be delineated, flagged, and avoided until 
the nesting cycle is complete as 
determined by the Project Biologist. 

BIO-6 Prior to landscape plan approval for the 
proposed project, the Huntington Beach 
Department of Planning and Building 
Director or his designee shall verify that 
all mature/significant trees affected by the 
project are identified on project landscape 
plans.  Any tree meeting the City’s criteria 
for a mature/significant tree (generally 
including trees with a minimum 10-inch 
diameter trunk at approximately four feet 
in height from the adjoining ground) shall 
be replaced at a 2:1 ratio.  Replacement 
tree locations shall also be denoted on 
project landscape plans.   

Project 
Landscape 
Architect 

Prior to 
Landscape Plan 

Approval 

City Planning 
and Building 
Department 

Prior to 
Landscape 

Plan Approval

TRAFFIC AND CIRCULATION 
TRA-1 Prior to issuance of a building permit for 

the proposed project, the City of 
Huntington Beach shall contribute its fair 
share to the implementation of the 
following potential improvements (also 
identified in the Huntington Beach Circulation 
Element Update) for the Beach 
Boulevard/Talbert Avenue intersection:   

City of 
Huntington 

Beach 

Prior to Issuance 
of Building 

Permit 

City Public 
Works 

Department/ 
City Engineer 

Prior to 
Issuance of 

Building 
Permit 
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• Add second westbound left turn 
lane;  

• Add defacto westbound right 
turn lane;  

• Add separate northbound right 
turn lane;  

• Add second eastbound left turn 
lane; and/or  

• Stripe defacto eastbound right 
turn lane.   

CUL-1 Prior to the issuance of a grading permit 
and building permit, the Huntington 
Beach Department of Planning and 
Building Director or his designee will 
confirm that the grading and construction 
plans stipulate that a qualified professional 
archaeologist will be contacted in the 
event that potential archaeological 
resources are discovered during the 
remediation, grading, and construction 
activities.  Work will stop until a qualified 
archaeologist can assess the significance 
of the find and, if necessary, develop 
appropriate treatment measures to the 
approval of the City’s Planning and 
Building Department.  Treatment 
measures typically include development of 
avoidance strategies or mitigation of 
impacts through data recovery programs 
such as excavation or detailed 
documentation.  If during cultural 
resources monitoring the qualified 
archaeologist determines that the site area 
of work is unlikely to contain significant 

Construction 
Contractor 

Prior to Issuance 
of a Grading or 
Building Permit 

City Planning 
and Building 
Director or 
Designee 

Prior to 
Issuance of a 
Grading or 

Building 
Permit/ 
During 

Remediation 
and 

Construction 
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cultural materials, the qualified 
archaeologist can specify that monitoring 
be reduced or eliminated. 
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