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JANUARY DONATION UPDATE 
 

The Huntington Beach Neighborhood Watch (HBNW) 
Fiscal year is from July 1 to June 30.  For this fiscal year, 
which began July 1 2008, we have estimated we will need 
$25,000 to cover the various Neighborhood Watch 
expenses which include, but are not limited to, newsletter 
assembly, distribution costs, returned newsletters, labels, 
and other miscellaneous expenses. Between the start of 
our fiscal year (July 1) and November 30 2008, we have 
received $9,393 in donations and newsletter 
advertisements-- we have $15,607 to go. The 
Huntington Beach Neighborhood Watch Board thanks you 
and our advertisers for your support and generous 
donations.  Your $6 donation pays for each subscriber’s 
distribution costs; a $10 donation helps with these costs 
and other needed expenses and puts your name in the 
Newsletter as a contributor; and a $25 donation 
accomplishes the above,  plus you will receive a 
Neighborhood Watch sticker and a small token of 
appreciation. Remember, since HBNW is a non-profit 
organization, your donations are tax deductible. 

As a citizen of the city, we encourage you to review the 
budget and expenses of this program.  Please contact 
Nilda Patiño de Berndt, HBPD Community Relations 
Specialist, to review the financial reports.  

If you would like to make a donation, please make your 
check payable to:  HB Neighborhood Watch 
 
Send to:  HB NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH 
  PO BOX 5667 
  HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA 92615 
 
Or:  HB POLICE DEPARTMENT 
  c/o NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH 
  2000 MAIN ST. 
  HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA 92648 
 
If you would like to volunteer as a Neighborhood Watch 
Board Member or assist with our newsletter assembly, 
please call the Police Community Relations Specialist at 
(714) 536-5933. 

 

DIGITAL 
CONVERTER 

SCAM 
 
On February 17, 2009 people who 

don’t already have a television with an internal digital 
tuner will have to buy a converter box to continue to 
receive a signal.  Cable and satellite TV subscribers with 
analog TVs hooked up to their cable or satellite service 
should not be affected by the cutoff date.   
 
The government is providing $40 coupons that can be used 
toward the purchase of converter boxes.  People planning 
to purchase boxes with these coupons are a target for con 
artists. 
 
The National Crime Prevention Council warns: 
 

• Get coupons only from the National 
Telecommunications and Information 
Administration 

• Refuse to purchase coupons from anyone else who 
tries to sell them to you, even at a “discount” 

• Refuse to do business with any store that won’t 
accept the coupons for eligible converter boxes but 
wants you to pay the “entire retail price” 

 
In addition, since March 1, 2007, TVs and associated 
products (such as DVD players) must have digital tuners.  
While retailers have been allowed to clear out their 
existing stock of analog TV sets, they have had to affix a 
“Consumer Alert” that the TVs have only an analog 
broadcast tuner.  Be aware of this label and what it means 
if you’re shopping for a new TV… especially one at a 
bargain price!  This information was provided by the 
National Crime Prevention Council (www.ncpc.org). 
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DON’T BE THE VICTIM 

OF A CHECK SCAM! 
 
You receive a check or money order. The sender asks you to 
deposit the check or money order into your account and 
then wire-transfer him or her the money— minus a nice 
bonus as a “thank you” for helping out. 
Should You Wire Money to a Stranger? 
U.S. Postal Inspectors hope you say: Absolutely not! The 
offer may sound like a nice deal, but— as usual— it’s just 
too good to be true. The check you receive will be 
counterfeit. And you’ll be out the money. 
How Does the Check Scam Work? 
The “pitch” stays the same, but it appears in the following 
typical disguises: 

 You’re overpaid for an item you sold on the 
Internet and are asked to wire-transfer back the 
extra dollars.  

 You receive a check and notification that you’ve 
won a foreign lottery or sweepstakes. You’re told to 
deposit the check, representing a portion of your 
winnings, and wire-transfer $2,000 to $5,000 back 
“to cover the taxes” so you can collect the rest of 
your winnings.  

 You receive a work-at-home offer that promises, in 
return for depositing a money order or check to 
your bank account, you can keep a percentage of 
the money after wire-transferring the rest.  

 Someone in a chat room asks you for a favor: Just 
cash a check and wire-transfer back the money.  

Regardless of the Pitch, the Result Is the Same 
The check or money order you receive for deposit will be a 
counterfeit. It will be returned to your bank unpaid, and the 
full amount will be deducted from your account. 
Who Is Responsible for Losses to Your Account? 
You are responsible for any check or money order you 
deposit to your account. If the check or money order turns 
out to be a counterfeit, or is returned unpaid for any reason, 
you are fully responsible for the loss. 
Why Did the Bank Allow You to Withdraw the Money? 
Federal law requires banks to make deposited funds 
available within 1 to 5 business days. Just because you can 
withdraw cash from your account soon after depositing a 
check or money order doesn’t mean the item you deposited 
is valid. It can be weeks before a check or money order is 
discovered to be a counterfeit and returned to your bank 
unpaid. 
 
 

 

 

Why Didn’t the Bank Know the Check Was Bad? 
Bank employees may not be able to determine whether an 
item is invalid. Their job is to process your financial 
document. 
If you believe you’ve been victimized by a fraudster, 
contact your nearest Postal Inspection Service office by 
calling 877-876-2455. To learn more about common 
consumer scams, visit the following Web sites: 

 http://postalinspectors.uspis.gov  
 www.iafci.org  
 www.lookstoogoodtobetrue.com  
 www.ic3.gov  
 www.ftc.gov  

  
 

 

Your Social Security 
Number: Controlling the 
Key to Identity Theft 
 
Your Social Security number is the key 
Originally, your Social Security number (SSN) was a way 
for the government to track your earnings and pay you 
retirement benefits. But over the years, it has become much 
more than that. It is the key to a lot of your personal 
information. With your SSN, an identity thief can get your 
credit history, your bank account, your charge accounts, and 
your utility accounts. A thief can also use the number to 
open new credit and bank accounts or to get a driver’s 
license – all using your identity. 
Don't carry your Social Security card in your wallet 
You don't need to have your Social Security card with you 
at all times. Keep it at home in a safe place. Check for other 
cards that may have your SSN on them. 
Ask questions when they ask for your Social Security 
number 
There is no law that prevents businesses from asking for 
your SSN. And you may be denied service if you don't give 
the number. If giving your SSN to a business doesn't seem 
reasonable to you, ask if you can show another form of 
identification. Or ask if the business can use another number 
as your customer number. 
Remember that some government agencies can require your 
SSN. These agencies include DMV, welfare offices, and tax 
agencies. Look for the required “disclosure” form. The form 
should state if giving the number is required or optional, 
how it will be used, and the agency’s legal authority to ask 
for it.   (Continued on page 3) 

http://postalinspectors.uspis.gov/
http://www.iafci.org/
http://www.lookstoogoodtobetrue.com/
http://www.ic3.gov/
http://www.ftc.gov/
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Your Social Security Number: Controlling the 

Key to Identity Theft (continued) 

California law limits the public display of Social Security 
numbers 

A California law bars organizations from publicly 
displaying SSNs. The law prohibits: 

• Printing SSNs on ID cards or badges  

• Printing SSNs on documents mailed to customers, 
unless the law requires it or the document is a form 
or application  

• Printing SSNs on postcards or any other mailer 
where its visible without opening an envelope  

• Avoiding legal requirements by encoding or 
embedding SSNs in cards or documents, such as 
using a bar code, chip, or magnetic strip  

• Requiring people to send SSNs over the Internet, 
unless the connection is secure or the number is 
encrypted  

• Requiring people to use an SSN to log onto a web 
site, unless a password is also used  

• The law applies to businesses, government, and 
other entities.  

Getting a new Social Security number is probably not a 
good idea 

Victims of identity theft sometimes want to change their 
Social Security number. The Social Security Administration 
very rarely allows this. In fact, there are drawbacks to 
changing your number. It could result in losing your credit 
history, your academic records, and your professional 
degrees. The absence of any credit history under the new 
SSN would make it difficult for you to get credit, rent an 
apartment, or open a bank account.  

Here's where to get more information on Social Security 
numbers 

Identity Theft: If you think an identity thief is using your 
SSN to work or to collect benefits, call the Social Security 
Fraud Hotline at 1-800-269-0271. If you think someone 
may be using your SSN to work, check your Social Security 
Personal Earnings and Benefit Statement. You can get a 
copy by calling        1-800-772-1213, or online at 
www.ssa.gov/online/ssa-7004.pdf. Also see the Social 
Security Administration's booklet “Identity Theft and Your 
Social Security Number,” at www.ssa.gov/pubs/10064.html. 

History of SSNs: For a chronology of the laws relating to 
SSNs, see www.ssa.gov/history/ssn/ssnchron.html.  

What the Numbers Mean: For an explanation of the 
meaning of the numbers in SSNs and answers to other 
questions about SSNs, see http://www.ssa.gov/ssnumber/. 

More on Protecting your SSN: “Fact Sheet 10: My Social 
Security Number: How Secure Is It?” from the Privacy 
Rights Clearinghouse, at www.privacyrights.org. 

Recommended Practices: For recommendations on how 
organizations can protect privacy in their handling of SSNs, 
see Recommended Practices for Protecting the 
Confidentiality of Social Security Numbers on the Business 
page at www.privacy.ca.gov. 

 _ 

 
Free Vacation 
House Checks 

Available 
 
Do you wonder whom you should call to check on your 
home when you’re going to be away for an extended period 
of time?  Well, we know your first thoughts usually go 
towards a family member or a friend.  But sometimes you 
may feel it might bother them because they live a distance 
away or don’t really have the time. 

The Huntington Beach Police Department provides House 
Vacation Checks courtesy of the HBPD Retired Senior 
Volunteer Program (RSVP).  
Our trained RSVP’s will conduct an exterior security check 
of your home.  If something appears suspicious, the RSVP’s 
will call for the assistance of a police officer.  The RSVP’s 
will also pick up any of the throw away newspapers/flyers 
(that tell criminals no one is home) that often gather when 
you’re away for a couple of days or forget to check your 
front door area.  Shortly after your return date they will mail 
you a print out of the dates and times of their visits and 
what they observed. 
Exterior areas of your home that are not accessible will not 
be checked. 
There’s absolutely NO fee for this service and it’s easy to 
sign up. 
Call the HBPD RSVP office at 714-374-1507 to complete 
the form over the phone or you can use the city web page at: 

• www.surfcityhb.org/government/departments/pd 
• Scroll to “eServices” then scroll down to Vacation 

House Check (click)  
• Complete the form then click on “Submit Data” to 

the RSVP Vacation Check Office  
Please try to provide us with at least a 1 week notice (due 
to scheduling).  We do understand that in an emergency 
that may not always be possible.   
If you have any questions or need more information about 
the HBPD RSVP Program please call the RSVP office at 
714-374-1507, or Nilda Patiño de Berndt, HBPD 
Community Relations Specialist at 714-536-5933. 
 ______________________________________________ 

http://www.ssa.gov/pubs/10064.html
http://www.ssa.gov/history/ssn/ssnchron.html
http://www.ssa.gov/ssnumber/
http://www.privacyrights.org/
http://www.privacy.ca.gov/
http://www.surfcityhb.org/government/departments/pd
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RESIDENTIAL BURGLARIES, VEHICLE BURGLARIES, GRAND THEFT AUTO 
 
The police patrol areas are the 
north and south.  The patrol 
beats are 2-13.  Your RD 
(Reporting District) is the half-
mile square surrounding your 
home. 
 
To locate your Beat and RD, 
please check the map on the 
back inside page.  In most 
cases, your BEAT/RD is 
identified on your address 
mailing label. 
 

RESIDENTIAL BURGLARIES 
 

32 entries in December  
32 entries in November 

 
Sixteen of the entries were due to 
OPEN OR UNLOCKED windows or 
doors.  Eleven of these burglaries 
were committed during the day; 
Thirteen were committed at night, 
and eight at an unknown time. 
 

VEHICLE BURGLARIES 
 

69 reported in December 
97 reported in November 

 
GRAND THEFT AUTO 

 
31 reported in December 
37 reported in November 

 
BEAT 2  
 
2 Residential Burglaries 
2 Vehicle Burglaries 
2 Grand Theft Auto 
 
Residential Burglaries 
RD 467-1 RD 476-1 
 
Streets:  Brookhurst, Oceancrest 
 
In RD 467, suspect(s) entered 
through an unlocked balcony 
sliding door.  
In RD 476, suspect(s) removed 
items from an unlocked vehicle 
parked in an opened/unlocked 
garage.  
 
There was one garage entry. 
 
Vehicle Burglaries 
RD 474-1 RD 486-1 
 
Grand Theft Auto 
RD 465-1 RD 467-1  

 
BEAT 3  
  
2 Residential Burglaries 
1 Vehicle Burglary 
0 Grand Theft Auto 
 
Residential Burglaries 
RD 445 -1 RD 447 -1 
 
Streets:  Hazelbrook Dr., & Crailet 
Dr.  
 
In RD 445, victim gave the 
following suspect description: 
Susp. #1, Male, unknown 
nationality, 5’6” height, wearing 
dark blue or black sweat shirt 
without a hood and dark pants.  
Susp. #2, Male, possible Hispanic, 
medium complexion, approx 5’5” 
height, 160 lbs., 45 yrs. old, gray 
mustache, wearing tan colored 
jacket, tan golf hat, and dark 
pants.  
 
Vehicle Burglaries 
RD 455-1   
 
Grand Theft Auto 
None reported  
 
BEAT 4  
 
  5 Residential Burglaries  
  6 Vehicle Burglaries 
  2 Grand Theft Auto 
 
Residential Burglaries 
RD 433-1 RD 442-1 
RD 452-1 RD 453-1 
RD 463-1 
 
Streets:  Drybrook Ln., Alabama, 
Detroit Ave., Varas, and Gypsy 
Moth Ln.   
 
In RD 433, Suspect knocked on 
door repeatedly then enters 
through unlocked front door.  
Suspect flees when confronted with 
the reporting party.  Suspect 
description: Male, 25 – 30 yrs. Old, 
short dark buzzed hair, med 
complexion, approximately 140 – 
150 lbs., wearing a red short 
sleeve shirt.  
In RD 442, Suspect entered an 
unlocked garage and removes a 
motorcycle.   
In RD 453, Suspect entered an 
open garage and removed items  
 

 
from the unlocked vehicle parked 
inside.  
In RD 463, Suspect entered the 
garage through the unlocked 
pedestrian door and removed items 
from the unlocked vehicle parked 
inside.  
 
There were three garage entries. 
 
Vehicle Burglaries 
RD 433 -2 RD 452 -1 
RD 453 -1 RD 463 -2 
 
Grand Theft Auto 
RD 442 -1 RD 443 -1 
 
BEAT 5  
  
1 Residential Burglary 
2 Vehicle Burglaries 
4 Grand Theft Auto 
 
Residential Burglaries 
RD 434 -1   
 
Streets: Isthmus Ln.  
  
Vehicle Burglaries 
RD 427 -1 RD 435 -1  
 
Grand Theft Auto 
RD 427 -1 RD 434 -1 
RD 436 -2 
 
BEAT 6  
 
  3 Residential Burglaries 
10 Vehicle Burglaries 
  5 Grand Theft Auto 
 
Residential Burglaries 
RD 349 -2 RD 451 -1 
 
Streets:  Olive and Pacific Coast 
Hwy.  
 
In RD 349, Pacific Coast Hwy.: 
Suspect in custody  
In RD 451, 2 juveniles and 2 adults 
are in custody.  
 
There was one garage entry. 
 
Vehicle Burglaries 
RD 327 -1 RD 348 -3 
RD 349 -1 RD 359 -2 
RD 451 -3  
 
Grand Theft Auto
RD 349 -1 RD 359 -2 
RD 451 -2 
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RESIDENTIAL BURGLARIES, VEHICLE BURGLARIES, GRAND THEFT AUTO
 
BEAT 7 
 
3 Residential Burglaries 
3 Vehicle Burglaries 
2 Grand Theft Auto 
 
Residential Burglaries 
RD 411-1 RD 413-2 
 
Streets:  Breezy Ln. Constantine Dr., 
and Valley Ci.  
 
In RD 413, Valley Ci, a burglary had 
occurred at the same residence 
approx. two weeks prior but was not 
reported until now. 
 
Vehicle Burglaries 
RD 292 -1 RD 293 -2 
  
Grand Theft Auto
RD 291 -1 RD 292 -1 
 
BEAT 8  
  
 3 Residential Burglaries 
 1 Vehicle Burglaries 
 1 Grand Theft Auto 
 
Residential Burglaries 
RD 178 -1 RD 179 -2 
 
Streets:  Warner Ave., and Julip Ln. 
 
In RD 179 Julip Ln, Suspect could 
have entered through an unlocked 
doggie door.  
 
Vehicle Burglaries
RD 178 -1   
 
Grand Theft Auto
RD 199 -1 
 
BEAT 9  
 
  1 Residential Burglary 
  7 Vehicle Burglaries 
  3 Grand Theft Auto 
  
Residential Burglaries 
RD 273 -1 
 
Streets: Marken Ln. 
 
Vehicle Burglaries 
RD 264 -4 RD 272 -1 
RD 273 -1 RD 282 -1  

 
Grand Theft Auto 
RD 263 -1 RD 282 -2 
 
BEAT 10  
  
4 Residential Burglary 
8 Vehicle Burglaries 
6 Grand Theft Auto 
 
Residential Burglaries 
RD 164 -2 RD 165 -1  
RD 175 -1  
 
Street: Algonquin St., Cielo Dr., and 
Oceanridge Dr. 
 
In RD 164, Algonquin St., a burglary 
occurred twice at the same residence.  
In RD 175, this was a model home; 
suspect(s) took bedding and a plasma 
television.  
 
Vehicle Burglaries 
RD 155 -2 RD 162 -1 
RD 165 -3 RD 173 -1 
RD 175 -1 
   
Grand Theft Auto 
RD 155 -2 RD 165-2 
RD 175 -2 
 
BEAT 11  
  
4 Residential Burglaries 
4 Vehicle Burglaries 
3 Grand Theft Auto 
 
Residential Burglaries 
RD 156 -2 RD 166 -2  
 
Street: Warren Ln., Audrey Dr., and 
Pearce Dr. 
 
In RD 166, one of the burglaries on 
Pearce Dr. the suspect removed items 
from an unlocked vehicle parked in 
and unlocked garage.  
 
There was one garage entry. 
 
Vehicle Burglaries  
RD 158 -1 RD 166 -2 
RD 168 -1    
 
Grand Theft Auto 
RD 157 -1 RD 158 -1 
RD 159 -1 
 

 
BEAT 12  
 
  1 Residential Burglary 
11 Vehicle Burglaries 
  0 Grand Theft Auto 
 
Residential Burglaries 
RD 139 -1  
 
Streets:  Salisbury Ln.  
 
Vehicle Burglaries 
RD 126 -1 RD 139 -7 
RD 149 -3 
 
In RD 139, five of the vehicle 
burglaries occurred at the same 
location on the same days 
(12/11-12/08) between the 
hours of 12 noon and 1:27 a.m.  
   
Grand Theft Auto 
None reported  
 
BEAT 13  
 
    3 Residential Burglaries 
  14 Vehicle Burglaries 
    3 Grand Theft Auto 
 
Residential Burglaries 
RD 251 -1 RD 264 -2  
 
Streets: Wishingwell Ln, and Tamaru  
 
In RD 251, Suspect (s) removed a 
screen from a 20” x 10” bathroom 
window to gain entry.  
In RD 264, Residents were victims of 
a burglary in November but did not 
report it at that time.  Now that 
someone attempted to gain entry 
again they decided to report both 
burglaries.  
 
Vehicle Burglaries 
RD 241 -2 RD 242 -6 
RD 252 -3 RD 253 - 2 
RD 243 -1  
 
Grand Theft Auto 
RD 242 -1 RD 251 -1 
RD 252 -1  
 
###################### 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
PLEASE CALL (714) 536-5933. 



SPECIAL THANKS TO MEMBERS 
LISTED BELOW FOR THEIR 

DONATIONS 
 
Wanda Lewis  Jo Brennan & Frank Puccilli 
James Townsend  Jean Hubbard 
Nessifa Sutis  Cheryl Pulcini 
Cheryl Gibby  Fredrick Buck 
Eva Mossembekker  Anna Johnson 
John Gorman  Leander Kelter 
Jerome Mandel  Ann Strobel 
Jess & Marie Carranza, Jr.  Hildigard Peconic 
The Weber Family  Julie Kirchen 
The Vogelgesang Family  Nancy Wise 
Carolyn Furner  Edward & Judith Roy 
Timothy & Susan Tieken  Jack Stein 
Mary Clarke  Kirsten Kirleis 
Joyce Tiv  Gwen Krause 
Rodney & Sandra Angle  Richard Orr 
Chi Yu Hu  Betty Lapham 
The Smith Family  Maxine Miller 
Carol Guerre  Ronald Smith  
Patricia Coponiti  Victor Romero 
Sheila Brazier  Art Den Heyer 
Vivian Wiley  Angeline Palmer 
R & B San Vicente  Joyce Goldenson 
Jamilyn Conrad  Eleanor Murphy 
Mildred Shafer  Marilyn Donovan 
Mary & Thomas Savage  Herbert & Patricia Seitz 
Ray & Carolyn Fahnestock  Jeff McCollam 
Daniel Derieg  Jeanette Dunn 
Mary Bunker  Barbara Thacker 
Mr. & Mrs. William Jucker  Delila Dalton 
J. Narog  Terry Streit 
Evelyn Gibson  Mr. & Mrs. George Braun 
Bill Okey Marnie Paulick 
Florence Jarvis Geraldine Saitta 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Franda Claire Gustafson 
Marsha Sherman Cheryl Keen 
Toshiki Takata Christina Lester 
Santosh Mohanty Sally Steele 
Shirley Wold Robert Taylor 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Policies are many, principles are few---  
Policies will change, principles never do 
 
When you look for the good in others --- you 
find the best in yourself 
 
Doing things in half is worthless because it 
may be the other half that counts 
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HUNTINGTON BEACH NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH 

EXECUTIVE BOARD OF DIRECTORS & 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE/SPEAKERS BUREAU 

 
JIM DWYER, President 

KATHIE LIBOON, Vice President 
CAROL NEWMAN, Secretary 
KAREN CORNELL, Treasurer 

MICHELLE ADRIAN, Member-at-Large 
 

Gudelia Ramirez , Ruth Brisky and Tom Doti 
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SPECIAL ENFORCEMENT BUREAU (SEB)   Lt. Mike Reynolds   (714) 960-8832 
  e-mail:  mreynolds@hbpd.org 

DIRECTED ENFORCEMENT TEAM (DET) 
 Sgt. Mike Freeman  (714) 374-1664 
  e-mail:  mjfreeman@hbpd.org 

SOUTH AREA:  BEATS 2, 3, & 5 

 

Note: 

Locate your Beat and 
Reporting District (RD) by 
referring to this map.  In most 
cases your BEAT and RD are 
on your mailing label. 
 
Example: 

If you live in Beat 3 and      
RD 455, you will have  
3-455 on your address label.  

 Officer Jerry Goodspeed  (714) 536-2942 
  e-mail:  jgoodspeed @hbpd.org 

SOUTH AREA:  BEATS 4, 6, & 7 
 Officer Jerry Goodspeed  (714) 536-2942 
  e-mail:  jgoodspeed@hbpd.org 

NORTH AREA:  BEATS 8, 9, & 13 
 Officer Dan Boldt  (714) 960-4540 
  e-mail:  dboldt@hbpd.org 

NORTH AREA:  BEATS 10, 11, & 12 
 Officer Dave Wiederin (714) 375-5095 

  e-mail:  dwiederin@hbpd.org 
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ALL ADS ARE PAID FOR AND DO NOT REPRESENT AN ENDORSEMENT BY 
NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH.  WE ARE GRATEFUL TO OUR ADVERTISERS FOR 

CONTRIBUTING TO FINANCING THE MAILING OF THIS NEWSLETTER. 
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