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HB CERT 
HIGHLIGHTS  

SINCE 1991 

New Spring CERT Classes  
 

Brevyn Mettler, Emergency Services 
Coordinator of Huntington Beach, announced 
the dates for the new Spring CERT classes.  

 

The series of four weekly Wednesday night 
classes will begin April 6, 2016 and end with an 
all-day class on Saturday, April 30, 2016. 

Wednesday, April 6 - 6:00PM to 9:00PM 
Wednesday, April 13 - 6:00PM to 9:00PM 
Wednesday, April 20 - 6:00PM to 9:00PM 
Wednesday, April 27 - 6:00PM to 9:00PM 
Saturday, April 30 - 8:00AM to 4:00PM 
 

The Fire Department will be conducting this 
class series in a different format from previous 
classes. The new format will include more 
hands-on training to improve the quality of the 
training experience.  See flyer on pages 6 –7. 

 

The deadline to sign up is March 30, 2016, so 
tell your friends and family to register on the 
City website at: 

http:/ /www.surfc ity-hb.org/government/
departments/fire/cert/class_schedule.cfm 

Welcome Fire Chief David Segura! 
By Virginia Petrelis 
 

Our new Fire Chief, David Segura, will take 
over in April, 2016.  He was selected after a 
national search to replace Chief Patrick 
McIntosh who retired in fall 2015.  

 

Highlights of his background are:  Thirty years 
with the Long Beach Fire Department as 
Firefighter, Paramedic, Captain, Battalion Chief, 
Assistant Chief and Deputy Chief. 

 

He has a bachelor's degree in Occupational 
Studies from California State University Long 
Beach, where he is earning his Master of Public 
Administration. He has an associate's degree in 
Fire Science from Long Beach City College. 

 

He has been a Huntington Beach resident for 
the past 16 years where he and his wife Cathy, 
have raised four sons. 

 

Huntington Beach CERT looks forward to 
getting to know him and working under his 
command. 

 
 

 

April is California’s Earthquake 
Preparedness Month 

By Virginia Petrelis 
 

April was designated as Earthquake 
Preparedness Month because early in the 
morning of April 18, 1906, residents of San 
Francisco and the surrounding area were 
shaken out of their beds by what was estimated 
to be an 8.3 earthquake.  Several aftershocks 
and fires caused severe destruction. 

 

Recent earthquakes around the world have 
shown that California is still vulnerable to the 
effects of a massive earthquake.  Unlike other 
disasters, you cannot see an earthquake 
coming.  The first 72 hours after an earthquake 
are critical to survival, so you should be 
prepared to be self-sufficient for at least that 
long. Now is the time to get ready by: 

 

 Making a checklist 

 Assembling a “grab and go” bag 

 Practicing a family plan on what to do 
when an earthquake hits and how you will 
communicate with each other 

 Staying informed by registering for our 
Orange County emergency alert system, 
AlertOC @ http://bos.ocgov.com/alertoc/
alertoc.asp 

 

Our free Community Emergency Response 
Team (CERT) classes, beginning April 6, 2016, 
provide training on how to prepare for 
earthquakes and other disasters.  Luckily, there 
is still time to sign up. For more information and 
registration, go to: 

http:/ /www.surfc ity-hb.org/government/
departments/fire/cert/class_schedule.cfm 

 

The deadline is March 30, 2016 and classes 
will start Wednesday, April 6, 2016 at 6pm. 

Susan McClaran’s First Aid Corner  
 

This past Saturday, March 19, 2016, for the 
2

nd
 year, I had the privilege and honor of being 

asked to assist in co-teaching the Hermosa 
Beach CERT class, Med Ops I & II.  As many of 
you know, our friend, Erin Concas, is now 
employed by Hermosa Beach as their 
Emergency Manager.  Erin reached out to me to 
see if I would help out with her CERT Med Ops 
class and the upcoming drill day. 

April 2016 

http://www.surfcity-hb.org/government/departments/fire/cert/class_schedule.cfm
http://www.surfcity-hb.org/government/departments/fire/cert/class_schedule.cfm
http://bos.ocgov.com/alertoc/alertoc.asp
http://bos.ocgov.com/alertoc/alertoc.asp
http://www.surfcity-hb.org/government/departments/fire/cert/class_schedule.cfm
http://www.surfcity-hb.org/government/departments/fire/cert/class_schedule.cfm
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Susan McClaran’s First Aid Corner (cont) 
 

I was going to be co-teaching with another trainer, 
Emmanuel Godinez (aka Manny). Class started at 8:00 AM 
with ten students.  Manny and I met earlier around 7:30.  
Throughout the day, I found out Manny has been teaching 
Red Cross classes since he was around 14 years of age.  
He was also a medic in the Army, returned to civilian life, 
became a paramedic and currently works with different 
government departments in certifications and audits.  He 
was called in to assist after 9-11, Hurricane Katrina, the 
Chatsworth train wreck and now works with the Academy 
of Emergency Medicine.  The list could probably go on!   

 

Having Manny present turned out to be more of a comfort 
to me as the day went on.  I knew that I could reach out for 
answers if I needed to and that he would have my back if I 
missed something.  He was very supportive and we ended 
up “bouncing off of each other” just fine.  He is also a 
wealth of knowledge, so as he gave his portions of the 
presentations, I was able to learn some new things as we 
went. 

 

At 3:00 PM, we said goodbye to some of the students 
and spent the next three hours taking the rest of them 
through their certification process.  It was a real treat to 
spend the day with another trainer so full of knowledge.  I 
was glad I had the opportunity to assist and to come away 
with a little more under my belt than I had when I first 
walked in.   

 

I look forward to Saturday, March 26, as we take the 
Hermosa Beach class through their drill day and I’m glad I 
decided to do something a little uncomfortable.  

 

 
Lucy Jones Seismologist Retires from USGS  
By Anna Pinter 

 

After 33 years, United States 
Geological Survey (USGP) 
seismologist Dr. Lucy Jones, 
confirms she is leaving federal 
services, but will continue her 
appointment at Caltech. Jones, 
who just turned 61, realized 
there is much more to do.  
 

Jones has become the face of 
ea r thquak e sc ience in 
Southern California. She is 
known for taking problems of 
hard-to-understand science 
and translating these facts 
quickly so the nervous public 

could understand what was happening. After an 
earthquake, she turned fears of the unknown into 
understanding of the situation. “When I give it a name, I 
give it a number, I give it a fault, it puts it back in a box and 
makes it less frightening,” Jones said. “You feel better if 
somebody shows they understand what’s going on.” 

 

Jones has said during her three decades of work, the 
most noticeable changes have come in the form of 

technological advancement. “When the Whittier Narrows 
earthquake happened, we took paper records off the 
drums and laid them out and measured the sizes to try and 
estimate the magnitudes,” Jones explained. “We’re now 
determining it before the earthquake is over. That’s what 
early warning is.” Her efforts to spearhead an early 
warning system in California were very important and, from 
her project, the ShakeOut Scenario, seismologists now 
have a good idea of what the “big one” will look like. 

 

Much of what Dr. Jones does today is centered on: What 
good is scientific knowledge if people do not use it? This 
question came to mind when she joined the California 
Seismic Safety Commission in 2002 and realized decisions 
about infrastructure were being discussed without science 
being considered. This experience gave her a new 
mission. The mission was to translate disaster science into 
tangible actions for the public. She started working on a 
project called The ShakeOut Scenario which evolved into a 
308 page ShakeOut report. This report was the first to lay 
out how a magnitude 7.8 earthquake on the San Andreas 
Fault would devastate Southern California. Last year 
during the seventh ShakeOut drill more than 43 million 
people practiced “drop, cover and hold on.” The report 
persuaded officials to invest in earthquake-resilient 
infrastructure. 

 

When Los Angeles Mayor Garcetti needed an 
earthquake czar to confront and make changes in long-
ignored risks threatening Los Angeles, he chose Dr. Jones 
for the job. In more than 130 meetings with property 
owners, utility agencies and business groups, she 
preached the risks of doing nothing. Her message was 
very clear; doing nothing will leave the city reduced to 
rubble and its economy in shambles. 

 

Last year the city passed the most sweeping changes in 
retrofitting laws in California. Dr Lucy Jones’ work earned 
her the Samuel J. Heyman Service of America medal. 
Mayor Garcetti recently said, “When the ’big one’ hits, 
people will be living because of the work she has done.” 

 

Dr. Lucy Jones said, “Earthquakes are inevitable, but 
disasters are not. What I learned from working in the city of 
Los Angeles is the power of actually changing outcomes.”  
There are 192 other cities in Southern California that could 
use the same information, the same approach. Some of 
these cities have reached out to the USGS, but they do not 
have the funding or the authority to tackle this problem. 
These challenges meant she had to retire. “So what I am 
looking forward to is being able to see who wants to fund it 
locally and creating whatever size of program the 
community wants. Obviously, I can’t do this as a federal 
employee and can’t start fundraising.”  

 

After her last day on March 30, 2016, she will start raising 
money to create a nonprofit center that bridges science 
and public policy to promote a better understanding of 
science in the broader community.  She will work with 
other cities on disaster issues the way she worked on 
earthquakes with Los Angeles.   The center will implement 
programs to reduce the risk from natural disasters. Climate 
change will be her number one big challenge.  



 

 3 

 
March 10, 2016 General Meeting   
By Cynthia Goebel 
 
At the March 10, 2016  CERT General Meeting, very 

interesting presentations on tsunamis were given by 
Cynthia Pridmore from the California Geological 
Survey in Sacramento and Alex Tardy from the 
National Weather Service in San Diego. Mr. Tardy is 
responsible for the two tsunami/rip current kiosks on 
the Huntington Beach path – one under the pier and 
the other on the sand across from the bridge to the 
Hyatt Regency. 

 
If you missed the meeting, check out the numerous 

websites offering a wealth of information. 
 
Cynthia.Pridmore@conservation.ca.gov 
Alexander.Tardy@noaa.gov 
www.tsunami.ca.gov Tsunami information on the 

California Geological Survey website. 
www.Myhazards.caloes.ca.gov  Enter your home/

business address to learn of hazards that exist in your 
area and how to prepare for them.  

www.TsunamiZone.org  How to be prepared for 
tsunamis and what to do to be safe. 

www.ShakeOut.org  Information on annual 
earthquake drills to practice what to do during 
earthquakes and to improve preparedness.  

http://mobile.weather.gov  Information on local 
weather conditions on your mobile device.  

http://www.nws.noaa.gov/com/weatherreadynation/
wea.html  Weather warnings on the go! If your mobile 
device is Wireless Emergency Alerts (WEA) capable, 
you will receive alerts in the area in which you and 
your mobile device are located.  These alerts will 
include extreme weather warnings, Amber alerts, local 
emergencies requiring evacuation or immediate 
action, etc. 

 

Cynthia Pridmore and Alexander Tardy 

mailto:Cynthia.Pridmore@conservation.ca.gov
mailto:Alexander.Tardy@noaa.gov
http://www.tsunami.ca.gov
http://www.Myhazards.caloes.ca.gov
http://www.TsunamiZone.org
http://www.ShakeOut.org
http://mobile.weather.gov
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/com/weatherreadynation/wea.html
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/com/weatherreadynation/wea.html
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Training Day with the American Red Cross: 
Shelter Fundamentals  

By Guy Jackson 
 

On January 23, 2016, the Orange County chapter of 
the American Red Cross (ARC) held an all-day (8 AM – 
5 PM), hands-on “Shelter and Care Course” at its 
headquarters at 600 and 601 Park Center Drive in 
Santa Ana. Approximately 100 students participated in 
this event representing a number of various agencies 
such as RACES, Santa Ana CERT, Huntington Beach 
CERT, a real estate association, and non-aligned 
individuals. A number of instructors with different levels 
of experience and background led the participants.  
 

The morning session covered the same material as 
can be found in the online course via the ARC’s 
Education Management Base for the American Red 
Cross (EMBARC), but the afternoon session was 
hands-on training. Participants practiced setting up a 
feeding area, placing signage, planning and setting up 
the dormitory area, setting up and running the reception 
area and other fundamentals of shelter operations in a 
nearby auxiliary building. Lunch was provided by one of 
the agencies that partner with the ARC.  While lunch 
was occurring – students were vetted as volunteers 
through a background check agency (this was 
automated through workstations set up as part of the 
Santa Ana Emergency Operations Center.) 
 
This course is required for CMAP volunteers (although 
taking the online version is acceptable). This same 
course was also held at other Southern California 
locations on the same day (i.e. Corona, Indian Wells 
and Rancho Cucamonga) and is taught numerous 
times throughout the year. 
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Neighbors-Helping-Neighbors 
MISSION STATEMENT:  The mission of the Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) Program is to provide 
information and training on disaster preparedness; provide leadership and coordination during an emergency, and 
assistance to help victims recover from an emergency. 

C I T Y   O F  H U N T I N G T O N   B E A C H  C E R T 

HB CERT Newsletter Staff     

Virginia Petrelis (Editor),   Peter Petrelis (Publisher),    Anna Pinter,     Cynthia Goebel,   Art Weiland,  Carol Nehls,    
Bob Zamalin,   Rajarajeswari (Raji) Shunmugavel,   Brenda Welch,  Barbara Scott 

 

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT! 
CERT Website:  www.huntingtonbeachca.gov/cert    CERT Contact: CERT@surfcity-hb.org 
CERT Message line 714-536-5974  (THIS IS A MESSAGE LINE ONLY!) 

 
Upcoming CERT Events & Activities 

 
 

 CERT General Membership Meeting, 6:30 PM 
April 14, 2016 in B8  

 The series of four weekly Wednesday night classes will 
begin April 6, 2016 and end with an all-day class on 
Saturday, April 30, 2016. 

 Wednesday, April 6 - 6:00PM to 9:00PM 

 Wednesday, April 13 - 6:00PM to 9:00PM 

 Wednesday, April 20 - 6:00PM to 9:00PM 

 Wednesday, April 27 - 6:00PM to 9:00PM 

 Saturday, April 30 - 8:00AM to 4:00PM 

 
CPR Classes 
 

Fire Med customers can take CPR classes for free 
and non-FireMed customers can take classes for a 
fee. Dates are listed below: 

 

 Saturday, April 9, 10:00 am – 1:00 pm 

 Wednesday, April 20,         6:00pm—9:00pm  

 Saturday, May 14, 10:00 am – 1:00 pm 

 Wednesday, May 25,         6:00pm—9:00pm  
 

 To enroll in CPR classes,  call 800-400-4277 or  
714-556-4277. Class location is in the HB area  
and exact location given at time of enrollment. 

http://www.surfcity-hb.org/CERT
mailto:CERT@surfcity-hb.org

