CITY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH
COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMISSION
REQUEST FOR ACTION
MEETING DATE:

August 10, 2016

SUBMITTED TO:

COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMISSION

SUBMITTED BY:

Janeen Laudenback, Community Services Director

PREPARED BY:

David C. Dominguez, Facilities, Development and Concessions
Manager

SUBJECT:

Recommendation for the naming of the new park at the former Lamb
School site and the renaming of Arevalos and Wardlow Parks.

Statement of Issue: There is a need to officially name the new City park at the former
Lamb School site and potentially re-name Arevalos Park and Wardlow Park and make
recommendation to City Council based upon the criteria in Resolution No. 2004-90.
Funding Source: N/A
Recommended Action(s):
1.)
2.)
3.)

Recommend to the City Council to name the new park developed at the
former Lamb School site as Delbert A. Higgins Park and;
Retain the name of Arevalos Park and;
Re-name Wardlow Park as Frank Ciarelli Park.

Alternative Action: Do not approve the recommended action by the Park Naming and
Memorials Committee and direct staff and/or the Committee on how to proceed.
Analysis: There is a need to officially name the newly constructed park at the former
Lamb School site and to consider re-naming Arevalos and Wardlow Parks. City
Resolution 2004-90 (Attachment 1) covers the criteria and process for naming City parks
and memorials. All new parks follow the conditions of the Resolution to be officially
named. The Resolution also states that parks adjacent to school sites be named after the
school. The public school which was adjacent to Arevalos Park was sold several years
ago by the Fountain Valley School District (FVSD) and the former school site that was
adjacent to Wardlow Park has been demolished to make way for residential development
after it too was sold by FVSD. The former Lamb School site was also demolished for
residential development. When FVSD announced their intension to sell the property, the
City purchased 2.6 acres under the Naylor Act with the intention to develop a
neighborhood park. Since the time of purchase the 2.6 acre area has been unofficially
referred to as “Lamb Park”.
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Commission directed the naming of the new park developed at the former Lamb School
site and consideration to potentially re-name Arevalos Park and Wardlow Park, to the
Park Naming and Memorials Committee. The Committee has conducted three public
meetings on the subject. Prior to each meeting, agendas were posted per the standard
protocol and also publicized in the local Huntington Beach WAVE newspaper.
Additionally, staff posted announcements at each of the subject parks regarding the
meetings. Meetings were conducted on October 1, 2015, March 16, 2016 and July 27,
2016 (see Item J-1).
Over the course of the three public meetings, the Committee received background on the
individuals the schools were named after. While the schools and the adjacent parks are
located within the City of Huntington Beach, they are within the Fountain Valley School
District. At the time of the schools being developed, FVSD policy was to name schools
after Fountain Valley founding fathers. All three, Robert B. Wardlow, Andres R. Arevalos
and William D. Lamb were recognized for their history in the area. Biographical
summaries of each are provided in Attachment 2. The names of two former Huntington
Beach residents were also brought forward by the public for consideration.
Staff and the Committee received a request to name the park at the former Lamb School
site after Frank Sauer. Several written communications were received from residents in
support of Mr. Sauer, including Attachment 3 which describes Mr. Sauer as a long time
resident, playing an important role in the community through his participation in youth
sports. However, no official biography was received. The second individual, Frank Lee
Ciarelli, was a long time resident and former City employee. Consideration for Mr. Ciarelli
was brought forward via written communication and under public comments received at
the March 16 and July 27 meetings (Attachment 4).
Members of the Arevalos family were also in attendance at both the March 16 and July 27
meetings in support of keeping the park named after Andres R Arevalos. Under public
comments, Andres Arevalo’s great-granddaughter, Debbie Tinoco, provided some history
about Mr. Arevalos and his historic significance to the area.
During the public process, the Committee felt that more specific criteria be considered to
justify the significance and level of impact an individual or event had on the City. They
directed staff to reach out to the Historic Resources Board (HRB) to assist with providing
additional criteria based upon Resolution 2004-90 as well as recommendations on
individuals that might be worthy of recognition. At their May 18, 2016 meeting, the HRB
developed a list of criteria and recommendations (Attachment 5). The information from
the HRB, as well as a list of individuals researched by Commissioner Miles (Attachment
6) were reviewed by the Committee and utilized in formulating their recommendation. To
assist Committee with their review, staff developed a matrix based upon Committee
recommendations, the HRB report, and information provided on Mr. Seuer and Mr. Ciarelli
(Attachment 7).
The Committee was in agreement that the park at the former Lamb School site be named
after Delbert G “Bud” Higgins. Mr. Higgins’ and his family have a long history in the City.
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He played an important role in the introducing the sport of surfing in Huntington Beach.
He was also the first Lifeguard Chief in the City and is credited with developing the
Lifeguard Department. The HRB listed Mr. Higgins at the top of their list for recognition.
The Committee is also recommending that Arevalos Park retain its name in honor of Mr.
Arevalos due to his role in the agriculture industry that included portions of Huntington
Beach. Mr. Arevalos moved to Fountain Valley in 1924. The school adjacent to the park
was named in his honor in 1964. In their recommendation, the HRB also noted the
significance the Arevalos family and their representation of the Latin community that play
an important role in the history of both Fountain Valley and Huntington Beach. Their
recommendation was to retain the park name in his honor.
Lastly, the Committee is recommending that Wardlow Park be re-named in honor of Frank
Lee Ciarelli. Mr. Ciarelli was a long time resident and former employee of the City. He
moved to Huntington Beach in 1934 at age six and lived in the city until his passing in
2015. He played a role in the surf culture and was extremely active with the youth sports
programs in the City over several decades. Mr. Ciarelli was also mentioned for
consideration as part of the HRB recommendations.

Environmental Status: N/A
Attachment(s):
1.

Resolution No. 2004-90

2.

School/Park Namesake Biographies

3.

Email Correspondence in Support of Frank Seuer

4.

Frank Lee Ciarelli Biography

5.

HRB – Park Naming Criteria & Recommendation Report

6.

Name Consideration List Provided by Commissioner Miles

7.

Park Naming Criteria Matrix

RCA Author: D. Dominguez
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RESOLUTION 2040-90

ATTACHMENT #1
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SCHOOL/PARK NAMESAKES BIOGRAPHIES

ATTACHMENT #2

Fountain Valley School District
In the early 1960’s, Fountain Valley, along with neighboring communities, experienced a
population boom. The District acquired bonds and State monies to purchase land, and in 1964
five (5) schools were built. They included the now closed Robert B. Wardlow Elementary,
Andres R. Arevalos Elementary and William D. Lamb Elementary. Fountain Valley schools are
consistently named after founding members of the City, with the exception of one middle
school, which is named after a war hero. However, he had prominence within the community
as well. Of the subject schools, Wardlow was the only one to donate land for which a school
was built.
Arevalos
Andres R. Arevalos entered the United States from Mexico when he was 17 years of age and
began working on the railroads in Los Angeles. In 1916, he came to Fountain Valley where he
built his farm and became a prominent member of the community. Andres R. Arevalos
Elementary School was built in 1964. It closed in 1988.
The park was named after the school and consists of 2.58 acres of parkland, including a
playground and green areas. The park was developed in October 1971 and dedicated in
1972.
Wardlow
Of Scotch descent, Robert Bruce Wardlow was born in Bloomfield, Davis County, Iowa, on
December 30, 1856. He came to California in 1875, beginning work near Los Angeles. He
added to his land by purchased 160 acres on section 30, Fountain Valley, in 1883, acquiring
more land as time went on. He moved to his property in Fountain Valley in 1896, and at once
instituted improvements in the area and developed the land, which was of crude conditions.
One of his provisions for the general well-being of the valley was the erection of a large and
thoroughly equipped hall at Talbert, Orange County. He was well known and well regarded
within the area. In 1900, he donated an acre of land for the first school, which was Fountain
Valley School, built in 1921 and located at Talbert and Bushard (currently, the F.V. Senior
Center). This was the only school until 1964 when Robert B. Wardlow Elementary was built
along with four other schools through the assistance of bonds and State funds.
The park was named after the school and consists of 8.361 acres, including picnic areas,
playgrounds, ball fields and green areas. It was developed and dedicated in 1966.
Lamb
Of Irish decent, William D. Lamb, was born in Onondaga County, NY, on July 1, 1849. He
came to California in 1869, settling in Orange County, and was an early pioneer of Fountain
Valley, engaging extensively in ranching. In 1892, he had the largest farm in the area after
purchasing 780 acres from the Stearns Rancho Company, for which he once worked, at $9 per
acre. The Lamb family, which included William’s father and at least two brothers, were
prominent people within Southern California. William D. Lamb School was built in 1964
through funds acquired by bond and the State funds.
The park has been referred to as Lamb Park, although never officially named. It consists of
2.598 acres of parkland.
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EMAIL CORRESPONDENCE
IN SUPPORT OF FRANK SEUER

ATTACHMENT #3

From: Mary Stout [mailto:maryellenstout.sdsu@gmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, September 30, 2015 9:59 AM
To: Dominguez, David; Gomez, Charlene
Subject: Lamb site park name
To All Concerned,
My name is Mary Stout, I attended William D. Lamb Elementary School and Edison High School. I
graduated from Lamb in 1979 as part of the last graduating class. I founded a Lamb Alumni group,
which now has over 200 members. We were made aware of the meeting being held on October 1st to
decide on a name for the park at the Lamb site. Myself and other members of the group would like to
put forth a name for the park. Frank Seurer, Sr. was an active member of the Lamb and Edison
community and supporter of youth sports. All four of his children went to Lamb and then on to
Edison. According to his eldest son, Frank, Jr. “My dad coached all of our little league baseball and
youth football teams. It's ironic that where the park sits is where our first little league field was and
where I learned to play.” This is an understatement as Frank Sr. coached youth sports for many years
and supported high school sports through mentoring, coaching, and booster club activities. All of the
kids at Lamb, played with, knew, and respected “Big Frank”. His support of his son’s Frank and Troy
was so great that he followed them to college in Kansas to support and cheer on their success.
Unfortunately, he was murdered not long after they moved there. He was unable to see the success
of his sons. Frank Jr. went on to set passing records at Kansas and later to the NFL. But this is not
about Frank Jr’s success; it is about the devotion to youth that Frank Sr, showed with his unending
support of sports, beginning on the playing field at Lamb School. I sincerely hope that you will honor
Frank Seurer, Sr. by naming the park at the old Lamb School site after him.
Regards,
Mary Stout
Lamb Alumni
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FRANK LEE CIARELLI
BIOGRAPHY

ATTACHMENT #4

FRANK LEE CIARELLI 1929-2015
Frank Ciarelli lived in Huntington Beach from 1934 until is death in 2015. He
married Sue Ciarelli his wife for 65 years. Frank also raised his family of three
children; Paula, Tony, and Rocky. His three children also raised families in
Huntington Beach that include seven grandchildren; Nick, Keely, Allison, Maryn,
Katelyn, Felicia, and Tony. All three generations attended Huntington Beach High
School. There are also eight great grandchildren in the Ciarelli Family.
Frank basically was raised on the beaches in Huntington Beach. You could say he
was the start of “Surf City”. He was a great waterman both surfing and body surfing.
He was part of the “Boys of 55” that started the surf culture in town. Frank was also
a city lifeguard from 1944-57 starting at the age of 14. He took two years off for
military service in 1947 and 48.
From 1958-61, Frank was part of the street maintenance crew moving on to oil
inspector from 1961-69. He then became a city inspector for construction, gas, and
electricity until he retired in 1993. Frank also ran the weed abatement program in
Huntington Beach for over 30 years. Frank worked for the city of Huntington Beach
for 48 years.
Ciarelli was also involved in the sports of basketball, baseball, and swimming. He
was part of the 1946 Sunset League Championship football team at Huntington
Beach High School. The team lost in the semi-finals of CIF. Growing up around
sports led Frank to coaching recreation sports in Huntington Beach from 1958-69.
He coached flag football, basketball, baseball, softball, and track. He coached city
All-Star flag football teams that traveled to Needles, Ca, and also All-Star basketball
in 29 Palms, Ca. Both of these tournaments featured teams from all over Southern
California and Huntington Beach always produced top tier teams coached by Frank
Ciarelli.
If you were raised in Huntington Beach from the late 50’s to the early 70’s, Frank
Ciarelli probably had some kind of influence on your life. Whether it was youth
sports or working for the weed abatement program, Frank was teaching you
discipline and work ethic. Along the way, he was always teaching you to have fun in
life.
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely, the Ciarelli Family
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HISTORIC RESOURCES BOARD
PARK NAMING CRITERIA & RECOMMENDATION REPORT

ATTACHMENT #5
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NAME CONSIDERATION LIST
PROVIDED BY COMMISSIONER MILES

ATTACHMENT #6

Huntington Beach Community Services Commission, Park Naming Committee
NATALIE KOTSCH
Came to Huntington Beach in 1976 from Canada, died 2-20-2014
Founder of the Huntington Beach International Surf Museum
Worked as a realtor
HB Citizen of the Year 1991
The Mayor’s Award 2013
Key to the City
Served on the HB Planning Commission
Grand Marshal of the HB 4th of July Parade
DELBERT “BUD” HIGGINS
1931 HB hired Delbert and Gene Belshe as first full time Life Guards
1950 HB’s Fire Chief
HB first Historian
Delbert Higgins along with Gene Belshe, Duke Kahanamoku and Vince Moorhouse started surfing in
Huntington Beach
VIOLET “VI” COWDEN 10-1-1916 TO 4-10-2011
Born in So. Dakota but longtime HB resident
An American Aviator, member of the Women Airforce Service Pilots (WASP)
Grand Marshall of HB 4th of July Parade
Awarded Congressional Golf Metal for WASP
WILLIS HUXLEY WARNER, 1889 TO 10/28/1963
Huntington Beach City Council and Mayor
County Board of Supervisors 1939 to 1963
Orange County Water District 1933
Orange County Man of the Year 1953
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PARK NAMING CRITERIA MATRIX

ATTACHMENT #7

PARK NAMING CRITERIA MATRIX - 7/27/16

WT. Recommendation

Resident
(Present/
Past)

Founding/
Community Uniquen Historical
Impact
ess
Impact

Legacy

Noteworthiness

Baker, Celia Ward
Young

X

Ciarelli, Frank

X

Community
Involvement

X

Professional
Contributions;
4th of July
Parade

Higgins, Bud

X

"Discovered" surfing in HB and created the first boards that many youth used; Saved
Service to the lives as Life Guard/Chief Life Guard, including during historic plane crash on the
City
beach in 1943. Created the Life Guard Dept.; Member of volunteer fire dept.; Became
Fire Chief 1952-67; City Historian

Seuer, Frank

X

Neighborhood
Youth Sports Past resident, local neighborhood impact on youth sports.
Coach/Mentor

Gallienne, William H.

Judicial Path- WWII veteran; First female judge of HB City Court and first female municipal judge of
maker
Orange County;
Longtime resident, City employee, educator, community coach and youth mentor;
prominent in bring surf culture to HB
Secretary-Manager of Chamber of Commerce for 30 years; Community leader; On
many community & County boards/associations; Created and developed [Santa
Claus] Christmas Parade and 4th of July Parade; Owned a gas station on Main/Olive;
Played trumpet in the HB Municipal band.

Arevalos, Andres R.

Park currently named for Arevalos; Ethnic and cultural relevance; Owned a plot of
farmland in HB; NOTE: Local historian and Asst. County Archivist, Chris Jepsen, is in
favor of name retention as is the HRB.

Lamb, William D.

in 1982 purchased 720 acres of Rancho Las Bolsas, which in today's times would
include property in HB between Magnolia Ave to Brookhurst St and Adams Ave. to
Garfield, as well as land east of Brookhurst between Yorktown and Garfield. He was
a special manager for Rancho Las Bolsas and Bolsa Chica, which includes all of
today's Huntington Beach.; Magnolia Ave was once called Lamb Road; NOTE:
Although HRB asked consideration of community identification, they feel that due to
lack of designation, this park name may be most ammendable.

Wardlow, Robert B.

Park currently named for Wardlow; Predominately associated with Fountain Valley;
NOTE: Due to community recognition, HRB suggest retaining name unless more
compelling reason emerges.

Criteria description: Parks may be named for "People", "Events", "Distinguished Features", "Physical Locations". Examles include Discovery Well Park, Lake Park,
Bluff Top Park, and (former) Circle Park.
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