
Energy-efficient windows are built to keep heat in during the winter and out during the 
summer, thus regulating the internal temperature of your home and lowering your heating 
and cooling costs. High performance windows are specialized for specific environments, 
so it is important to be aware of which window properties are desirable given the climate 
of your area. Characteristics such as U-factor, Solar Heat Gain Coefficient, Visible Trans-
mittance, and Light-to-Solar Gain all play important roles in determining the effectiveness 
of a window. Look for the Energy Star™ logo when purchasing materials to remodel an ex-
isting home or build a new one. 
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