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HUNTINGTON BEACH—When ihe
man came o the research desk at Hunting-
ton Central Library, he needed information
and he needed it quickly.

His wif8, he told the reference librarian,
had been diagnosed 2s having a rere form of
cancer. It was important, he said, that he
locate as many of the latest articles on the
disease a8 possible in order to give-the infor-
mation to his wife's physicians.

" In the past, szid Donna Harris, senior
reference librarian, the concerned patron
would have been directed to Resder’s Guide
and other in-print reference materials. If he

_ were fortunate, he may have located three to
five articles of the tvpe he needed. :

Instead, he walked out of the library a
short- while- later with a list of 50 recent
articles written about bis wife's disense.

The difference, Ms. Harris said, is =
computer termingl recently sequired by

Huntington Central Library, Talbert and’

Golden West streets, which gives the Ii-
brary's reference department access to hun-

dreds of informationsl sources not previ-

ously available in the reference dépariment.

“We’re hoping to sse the terminal used
on a daily basis,” Ms. Harris said. “We
would like {0 see it used 2ll the time 85 a
regular tool”

Ms. Harrls, a8 well as reference Hbrarian
Mary Ann Hutton, have been specislly
trained to use the Hewlitt Packard terminal,
with which they can do data base searches
through DIALOG, BRS (Bibliographic
Retrieval Bervice) and The Source.

DIALOG znd BRS, the Hbrarian said,

" ject. T

o

" have access {o more than 150 data bases

each “and some of this information is avail-
able t‘mug?‘ 10 other avenue than the daia
hase gearching.”

For instance, alihough thﬁre is an in-
print version of the $i-millien Directory,”
the library’s computer terminel can tap into
information vpdated on a daily basis, Ms.
Harris said.

A Med-line, the librarian noted, con-
tains articles and papers from medical jour-
nals, conferences, etc. Using News Seerch,
the librarian edded, a patron has access to at
least 2,000 daily newspapers and the articles
they contain.

“And through ERIC (Educational Re-
gearch snd Information Clearing House}, we
have access to eduational research and infor-
maiion from Ph.D. theses, research data,
grticles, etc.,” Ma. Harris said.

Having a reference hibrarien digging-up
information using the terminal, Ms. Hamis
said, I8 not suggested for those who need
only one or two srticles on a common sub-
t’s because one payvs for time used
on the terminal and if using the terminal
isn’{ neceasary, it seemns foolish to pay evena
nomizal fee.

However, for persons wanting the most
extensive, compiste, up-io-date information;
these who need information guickly; or
those researching obscure subjects, the li-
brary's terminal can be the perfect answer.

Se far, Ms. Harris said, Huntington Cen-
tral has been able to assist students, writers,
businesemen, elc.

“For instance, we had a person from
Pepperdine College wanting to research
quality circles.
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“And we did research for a woman writer
who had been given a rather Earge budget by
a naticnsl cosmetology magafine to write an
article about the use of drugs by nmrdress-
ers,” Ma. Harris said. “Owur research revealed
that her article would be the first done on
the subject.”

Another patron, Ms. Harris said, wanted

to find articles on label fraud in designer

clothing. Btill another needed as much infor-
mation as possible on cross-flow turbines

And one enthusisstic gentleman may be '

in monthly to review terminai-sap-

' phedmgasa from the Bureau of Labor Statis-

tics.

information,” Ma. Harris said. “And through
The Source, we can give a patron a wine
meny, airling schedules, ailow them to make
reservations, consult the day’s estrological
reading, and get a UPI update on what was
suid In the world this morning.”

In most cases, Ms. Harris said, informa-
tion on individual subjects can be obtained
in a matter of a few minutes.

However, no search is done without f‘;rsf
giving the patron an estimate of the cost
{the library pays a fee to the three data base
information vendors it receives information
from). And if it appears that the search will
take longer than estimated, the patron is
called for approval before a search contin-
ues, the librarian said.

“We want this terminal {o be one of the
Tesources (Yeepie think of when they're hav-
ing & har 2 locating information,” Ms.
Harria said. “We're thn only ones offering
this a5 & public service at the present time,
30 we'd like as many people as possible to
Imow about iL.”
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“We can also search daily stock market
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