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. . I City has oil companies over a barrel 
No longer welcon 
By JOSHUA LOWE 
DII-w- 

HUNTINGTON BEACH - On 
Nov 6, 1920, a handful of men 
stood around the second d n s  in 
Hunungbm Bach, anxlour about 
the low mmblmg they hcvd md the 
qvPhnp pmund thsy felt 

Now. 70 y n n  latm, that ma* 
is pomp bad. 

when oti f e w  hlt Hunnngton 
B w h ,  then only I5 yura oL& the 
t o m  had a pularwn of bare1 
I.W and d w e a t  Lr r b u t ~ i 3  
per a m .  

BY 1930, a pmon could stand on 
the m a t  and look north and south 
into a forest of oil wells that 
smtched into the distanca as far as 
the e p  could rre. 

Thm wem numaour r d l e r  
bmmr that the indurvy and 
the a m  finannllly hulth through 
the '20, and into the &at D, 
p a i o n  and World War 11. The 
n m c s  rocall times whm fonunc. 
were made and lou with the sinking 
of each new well: The Town Lot 
stcike of 1927, the Five Points boam 
of 1936, and the Tar Sand.P.lm 
Avenue g u s h  in 1947 arc just t h w  
of a suing of suiku thu, at timu. 
Mmed unlikely to end. 

For the civ, oil w t  -and still 
- m a s  - money. Each yclr, city 

cof Ia  nap  milliena of dp larr fmm 
taxcs and fees pmduced by the wells. 

B&t the txmes when ail rvpr !+ in 
Huntinaton Beach w. if not em- 

7e in Huntington 
pleccly ove, then by mmt accounts 
on the &dine. 

Although the clty'r 1,6W welh an 
owmd s and ln&- 

ell 011 a and Chcvsmn v ~ d ~ a l s , % ~ ~  
u.S.A. o m  mom than 1,300 of 
them. 

Hunungton Each ofic~als mu- 
hw the wells v a  the oil dnvuroa of 
LbC F m  DcpnmmL whrh enfamr 
the otl & - re1 dovn by a City 
Couml-ammled commrlur. ~ ~ . . 

Debbe Cookc. a lo@, m d m t  
and m n m n m n t ~ l  mlvln. n d  
h t  rhc had no o m b h  With 16 
pndent pmducin, but -led the 
amovnt of cnflwncs that the 
mmpsaws such as L& or%: 
Muntlngtm Beach Co. have over 
elected oficalr  

wells are, clod city otUcialr & 
e n m , w n s ~ m i o h  Futvm m 
dueuon s1ws mll bC m m  txllated 
and increasingly consolidated, he 
added.- . 

Although city ofticialr an not 
openly hmtile to new drillins, t+y 
a n  no l o w  couning oil eompmtcs 
u the city did In the day1 when four. 
ERhr of the Cttv Counnl was made 

A 1980 repon Rom the Com- 
munity Mvdopment D e w m e a t  
predicted the increw in land value 
and noted that a city w i n s  to lure 
tourisu would be h"n by iye wdls. 

"The costs uaoctated mth t h e  
lrindr of advene impacts include 
diminished pmpeny w l u n  enjoy 

AlthO* the repnt condudsd 
that the cnduury w u  safe at laat 
though the '80% 11 pndzstcd that 
oil's m k  m the a t y  would to 
d~mmrrh. 

Carl Weave the l agn t  indepn- 
dent pmduca'in the city mth 43 
wells awes . - 

' T h e  is no doubt. I think that 
the iadopdcnw am on the way 
out," wcavcrsau 

But with &om predicted fw the 
indepdmta  and the lnry oil com- 
pnic.  bugping out, Weaver said he's 
not minp to leave WUmc Wn. - - 

"I a h  gain to be c o n t w ,  I'm 
not ~ a d y  to cluck it ail away yc5" 
he uld. 

Weaver said thst 'although an in- 
flux of foreipn oil and s mckning 
pmpeny valuer have ma% it lvw-  
tive to rsU his land he thinks the 
aimtion vill charms within a few 
yura. 

Labor, fees and mulato ex- 
Ks add up to a b u t  $2 per 

I, and the out t of the d s  
has declined to $ int who. 
weaver sets aboutnineEmls P day 
out of an avc 

He quickly rzk the lower 
output didn t mean there war no 
mom oil in the und - jw that 
it w I more d i g 1 1  to ncovcr. deaw tluttrr the a- price 
for oilwill go fmm aham $14 banel 
to $30 and that enhanced -very 
and drilling lcchniquu will make 
the industry prolitable. 

"Then anyone ytth a well will 
h v c  their om little gold mine 
lpm," he sad. 

Nancy's fate in Jeopardy1 
Do you want her saved? 
Some Orm I h t  DaUy PUot rudcn are diwnchanted wtth 

ths M-yew-old ?iancy comlc m p  and have A d  the sdrtora for a 
more contempornary ~ubstttuta. 

e Edrmr's Hotbne at 642-6086 and deerde Nancy's fare. 


