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MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY HANUKKAH  FROM  

THE HOMELESS TASK FORCE 

The HTF wishes to express our gratitude for your support.  We have been able to 
assist many people in many ways as a result of your donations.  In the January 
issue, we will provide a recap of 2020, and highlight how valuable you have been.   

 Michael had a good life.  He lived happily in California for over twenty years, had a well-
paying job with a public agency in Orange County, and was the proud father of a United States 
Marine.  Things began to unravel when he injured his back at work, necessitating three surgeries.  
Pain pills were prescribed, then abused.  This abuse resurrected an old enemy – alcohol.  “I started 
drinking…a lot.  I figured I was doing pills, why not drink too.  Eventually you make the choice.  You 
can live inside or you can do your addiction. I chose addiction for many years.”   
 At some point, it became too much.  “When my old dog died I was devastated.  I had lost so 
much because of my addiction and I did not want to lose anymore.  I was done.  One day I just 
stopped.”  Having friends in recovery to lean on, Michael began the hard work of getting sober while 
homeless.  He then started reaching out for help with housing. 
 When he met HTF Case Manager, Hayley Yantorn, Michael had been homeless twelve years 

MEET MICHAEL 



From Left:  Lt. Archer 
thanks Pastor Pike for 
creating Senior Club, a 
group designed to assist 
homeless senior citizens; 
Hayley Yantorn’s client 
thanks her for helping 
him buy his son a  
Christmas gift; Kristy 
Conway shows off a box 
of candy given to the 
team by a grateful client. 
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MICHAEL cont’d. 
and had been seeking housing for five years.  He had at least fifteen case managers over the years.  
“They would say the same thing – I’ll call you when I have something.  Nobody ever called.”  Hayley then 
took the laboring oar.  “Hayley searched for options, filled out paperwork, and told me to hang in there.”   
 Her effort paid off.  On his recent birthday, Michael received a phone call that the application 
submitted by Hayley for a housing voucher had been approved.  A month later, he was in an apartment in 
Huntington Beach, largely because he actively participated in his apartment search.  Michael happily 
reports, “I give out Hayley’s name a lot.  I know I was lucky, but she worked so hard for me.  I've left her a 
bunch of messages telling her how grateful I am, I hope she’s not sick of me.”  No, Michael, she is not.       

Local kids are treated to breakfast, photos with Santa and Christmas shopping at the 6th Annual Shop-
With-A-Cop event.  Chosen by school principals and teachers, these kids get to buy gifts for themselves 
and their family members.  It is a wonderful event enjoyed by the officers, kids and volunteers.     

HTF PARTICIPATES IN SHOP WITH A COP 

     That is not an elf.  It is Lisa Roberts 


