
 
HUNTINGTON BEACH FIRE DEPARTMENT 

2000 Main Street, Huntington Beach, CA  92648 
(714) 536-5411    Fax (714) 374-1551 

 

  HBFD Fire Master Plan Guide 

Updated 12/5/2023 

A. PURPOSE: 

The effectiveness of emergency response and firefighting operations is directly related to the proper 

design and planning of the fire features protecting a premise.  The design of fire access roadways, 

location of fire hydrants, adequate water supply, fire protection systems, and all their related fire 

features affect the response times for first responders. This document pertains to the creation of a 

Fire Master Plan that is to be submitted and approved by Huntington Beach Fire Department 

(HBFD) prior to building permit issuance. 

 

B. SCOPE: 

This specification applies to new, remodeled, or reconstructed residential and commercial 

structures and developments to which emergency response may be necessary. The Fire Code 

Official will determine if a Fire Master Plan is required based on the project’s scope of work.  The 

information contained in this document is intended to assist the applicant in attaining compliance 

early in the development process.  An approved Fire Master Plan ensures that all fire features as 

well as private roadways used for fire access are appropriately sized and located for emergency 

response purposes at all times, including during construction. All items required for the Fire Master 

Plan shall be installed per CFC, HBFC, City Specifications and any other related department 

requirements. 

 

C. PLANS: 

A detailed site plan reflecting all the following fire department related items listed in this guideline, 

shall be submitted to HBFD for review via the ACA Portal, prior to building permit issuance.  

1. Building Features 
a. Property dimensions using an accurate scale 
b. Building locations and heights 
c. Building construction type 
d. Building addresses and suite addresses 

i. Shall be the assigned address from Planning Department 
 

2. The following plan types shall be incorporated in the Fire Master Plans 
a. Site Plan 
b. Floor Plans 
c. Elevation Plans 

 
3. Deferred Submittals Required for the project. This can include but is not limited to: 

a. Fire Sprinkler 
b. Fire Alarm 
c. Fire Underground Plans (Separate from Precise Grading/Utility Plan) 
d. Kitchen Fire Suppression System 
e. Standpipe System 
f. Emergency Responder Radio Coverage Systems 
g. Methane Barrier 

https://huntingtonbeachca.gov/help-center/submit-application/fire-permit-application/non-construction/
https://www.huntingtonbeachca.gov/files/users/fire/Fire-Service-Underground-Guide.pdf
https://www.huntingtonbeachca.gov/files/users/fire/City-Spec-No.-429.pdf
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4. A stamped copy of any approved Alternative Means and Methods by HBFD for the project, if 

applicable. 
 

5. Fire hydrants 
a. All existing and proposed new fire hydrants, both public and private, must be indicated 

on the site plans.  
b. Must include the spacing distances, required fire flow, and must demonstrate 

compliance with City Specification #407, CFC Appendix C, and public works 
standards. 

c. Plans shall indicate if the proposed hydrant are public or private. 
i. If private, a deferred submittal to HBFD is required. All permit issuance and 

inspections downstream of the backflow will be under HBFD authority. 
ii. If public, the City Public Works Department will be the responsible authority. 

 
6. Oil Well locations on the site/parcel, if applicable. 

a. Shall include their CalGEM abandonment status. This shall be determined by a 
Construction Site Well Review from CalGEM. 

b. Oil well locations can be found HERE. 
 

7. Fire Department Connection(s) – FDC 
a. Show the location and distance from nearest hydrant to the FDC, per HBFC 17.56.550 

 
8. DCDA (Backflow) location(s) 

a. More info on the cities Cross Connection Division and DCDA’s can be found HERE. 
 

9. Fire Sprinkler Riser and Standpipe locations 
 

10. Fire Alarm Control Panel and Annunciator locations 
 

11. Knox box locations 
 

12. Fire lane locations. All permanent and temporary fire lanes/fire access roads shall meet City 
Specification #401, CFC 503 and Ch.33 during construction. The plans shall maintain all 
required fire access roads during all phases of construction. Plans shall include: 

a. Lengths and widths 
b. Turning radii at corners 
c. Circles/cul-de-sacs 
d. Surface type 

i. All-Weather surface (Asphalt or Concrete) 
1. Surface type NOT acceptable: Dirt, DG, gravel, etc. 

e. Fire Department Turnarounds 
f. Gates other security devises that could impact fire access – City Specification #403 
 

13. Site shall comply with CFC Ch. 33 during construction. This includes a HBFD approval of a 
Site Safety Plan required per CFC 3303.1. This will be incorporated into the Fire Master Plan. 
 

https://www.huntingtonbeachca.gov/files/users/fire/City-Spec-No.-407-signed-09-06-2022.pdf
https://www.huntingtonbeachca.gov/government/departments/public_works/utilities/cross_connection_control/regulations-and-ccordance.cfm
https://www.huntingtonbeachca.gov/government/departments/public_works/utilities/cross_connection_control/regulations-and-ccordance.cfm
https://www.conservation.ca.gov/calgem/for_operators/Pages/construction_site_review.aspx
https://huntingtonbeach.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Viewer/index.html?appid=47827245017247a3a3835cb6d0d58dde
https://library.qcode.us/lib/huntington_beach_ca/pub/municipal_code/item/municipal_code-title_17-chapter_17_56?view=all
https://www.huntingtonbeachca.gov/government/departments/public_works/utilities/cross_connection_control/
https://www.huntingtonbeachca.gov/files/users/fire/City-Spec-No.-401-signed-09-06-2022.pdf
https://www.huntingtonbeachca.gov/files/users/fire/City-Spec-No.-401-signed-09-06-2022.pdf
https://www.huntingtonbeachca.gov/files/users/fire/City-Spec-No.-403-signed-09-06-2022.pdf
https://www.huntingtonbeachca.gov/files/users/fire/Site-Safety-Plan.pdf
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14. Fire Department Hose Pull Analysis 
a. All exterior portions of the building shall be within 150 feet of the fire access road as 

stated in Section 503.1.1 of the CFC 
i. This can be extended up to 200 feet if the requirements in HBFC 17.56.130 

are met. 
b. For buildings equipped with standpipes, all interior portions of the building shall be 

located within 150 feet of a standpipe connection. 
 

15. Fire lane signage and striping- City Specification #415 
a. Must indicate what fire lane marking option will be applied to the project 

 
16. Building Features 

a. Stair locations 
b. Roof Access stairs 
c. Interior corridors 
d. Egress routes 

 
17. Ground ladder access to emergency escape and rescue openings 

a. Indicate the what all weather surface is proposed at base of building for ground ladder 
placement 

b. Applicable to residential only per CFC/CBC section 1030 
 

D. FINAL MASTER PLAN APPROVAL  

Once the Fire Master Plan has been reviewed and approved by HBFD, the plan will be included 

with the Architectural plans submitted to building, and will be approved as part of the final building 

plans. 

 
For additional questions, please call (714) 536-5411, between 8 am and 5 pm or visit our website at: 

https://huntingtonbeachca.gov/government/departments/fire/fire_prevention_code_enforcement/ 

https://library.qcode.us/lib/huntington_beach_ca/pub/municipal_code/item/municipal_code-title_17-chapter_17_56?view=all
https://www.huntingtonbeachca.gov/files/users/fire/City-Spec-No.-415-signed-09-06-2022.pdf
https://huntingtonbeachca.gov/government/departments/fire/fire_prevention_code_enforcement/

