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A. PURPOSE: 

To establish a procedure for submitting Alternate Materials and Methods (AM&M) requests to the Fire 

Code Official in accordance with Section 104.10 of the 2022 California Fire Code. 

 

B. SCOPE: 

The California Fire Code gives the Fire Code Official the authority to approve an alternative material, 

design or method of construction so long as the proposal complies with the intent of the code.  The Fire 

Chief or authorized designee shall evaluate all AM&M requests and make determinations on code 

equivalency.  

It is important to note that an AM&M is NOT a waiver. It does not excuse a project from meeting the 

minimum level of safety or performance required by the code. 

 

C. SUBMITTAL PROCESS: 

1. Application: 
1.1. The applicant shall fill out an Alternate Materials, Design & Methods Request Form and submit 

to the Community Risk Reduction Division for intake.  The request form shall include the 
following: 
1.1.1. Applicant Information: Include the owner’s name and contact information for the 

project. Include the applicants name if submitting on the owner’s behalf. 
1.1.2. Project Information: Provide the project name and address and indicate the 

occupancy classification, construction type, number of stories, and total floor area of 
the building(s) impacted by the AM&M. Shall include a site map to show applicable 
items such are areas with code deficiencies and proposals. 

1.1.3. Code Requirement: List the code section(s) and code language that is seeking code 
equivalency. 

1.1.4. Code Deficiency: Explain how the project does not comply with the identified code 
and why compliance with the standard requirements is not possible, feasible, or 
desirable. 

1.1.5. Alternative Proposal: Describe the alternatives that are being proposed to mitigate 
the code deficiency. This section should include only those features or measures that 
are provided to offset or mitigate the deficiency. 

1.1.6. Justification: In this section, you must justify how the proposed alterative material or 
method is as safe or effective as if the project were built in the manner detailed in the 
code. Describe how the proposed alternative offsets the standard requirement. 
Whenever possible, the alternative should directly offset the deficiency.  

Example: If project deficiencies would delay emergency response to a building fire, the 

alternative should provide early notification to the fire department, slow the rate of the 

fire’s growth, contain the spread of fire to one part of building, or otherwise mitigate the 

negative effects of a delayed response. 

http://web21.cohb.net/files/users/fire/AMM-Request-Form.pdf
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1.1.7. Engineering Evaluation: If the Fire Chief deems an engineering evaluation necessary, 

it shall be performed and reported by a firm or individual that has been approved by 
the HBFD. The applicant is responsible for all costs associated with the preparation of 
the AM&M analysis including any administrative costs associated with processing the 
engineering evaluation. 

1.1.8. Application Fee:  An application fee equivalent to 2 hours of staff time shall be 
invoiced with the Application.  Any staff time that exceeds the 2 hour minimum will 
be billed at the hourly rate stated in the master fee schedule. 

2.  Evaluation:  

2.1. The Fire Chief will review all AM&M request on a case-by-case basis.  The Fire Chief may use a 
third party consultant to review the AM&M request.  The HBFD’s third party consultant will 
review the AM&M and supporting documents at the project’s expense.  Approval of the 
request is based upon several factors, including, but not limited to, the level of equivalency 
achieved, the effect of the AM&M on fire and emergency response, and site conditions.   

2.1.1. Approval: If the AM&M proposal provides an equivalent level of protection, the Fire 
Chief or the authorized designee will issue a written response granting approval. Such 
approval may be conditional upon implementation of additional requirements listed in 
the AM&M approval that were not part of the original AM&M proposal. Approval is 
granted only for the specific project under review and the conditions for approval shall 
not be construed as applicable to any other project. 

2.1.2. Denial: In the event the AM&M proposal does not provide an equivalent level of 
protection, the request will be denied and a written denial will be issued.  

3.  Appeals: 

3.1. When a request for an alternate means of protection has been denied by the enforcing agency, 
the applicant may file a written appeal to the State Fire Marshal for consideration of the 
applicant's proposal. In considering such appeal the State Fire Marshal may seek the advice of 
the State Board of Fire Services. The State Fire Marshal shall, after considering all of the facts 
presented, including any recommendation of the State Board of Fire Services, determine if the 
proposal is, for the purpose intended, at least equivalent to that specified in these regulations 
in quality, strength, effectiveness, fire-resistance, durability, and safety, and he shall transmit 
such findings and his recommendation to the applicant and to the enforcing agency.  (CCR Title 
19, Division 1, Chapter 1, Subchapter1, Article2, Section 2.03) 

 
 

For additional questions, please call (714) 536-5411, between 8 am and 5 pm or visit our website at: 

https://huntingtonbeachca.gov/government/departments/fire/fire_prevention_code_enforcement/ 

https://huntingtonbeachca.gov/government/departments/fire/fire_prevention_code_enforcement/

