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Dear Developer: 
 
Welcome to the City of Huntington Beach. 
 
Huntington Beach has an outstanding reputation as a great place to live and a destination for 
tourism due to our beautiful shoreline, wetlands and beaches.  It is also a City becoming 
more urban with increased recreation, resort, housing, retail industries, and cultural 
opportunities.  It is hoped each part of our City will become more uniquely defined.  In 
making this identity, the City and developer have also begun to incorporate design and 
aesthetics into their projects.  Pier Plaza, built in 1995, was a cultural watershed for the City. 
Its artist designed and built amphitheater and mural projects were so well received that 
additional beach revitalization will incorporate the work of artists into its design and 
construction.  Increasingly, artists are becoming valuable players in all aspects of urban 
design. 
 
Art in public space has always been represented in the City but now, with more integrated 
works, artists can truly transform spaces, giving them context and relevance, and making 
them places of community pride.  We hope you will embrace the active role of the artist in 
designing and building your project.  Your participation will ensure a vital community 
growing dynamically, economically, and culturally. 
 
We look forward to working with you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
The Community Development and Community Services Department Staff 
 
 
 
2000 Main Street, Huntington Beach, CA 92648   Community Services FAX (714) 374-1654 
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• Contributes to the enhancement of a cityscape, creates a sense of place, 
or improves the design qualities of public infrastructure. 

• Fosters collective memory and gives meaning to place by recalling local 
and regional history. 

• Enlivens public space by creating a sense of serendipity and discovery. 
• Promotes local urban and economic development by creating 

opportunities for local artists. 
• Makes sense of communities by creating landmarks, directional 

elements, and defining neighborhoods and districts. 
• Gives visual expression to local cultural diversity, 
• Creates a sense of community identity through unique functional 

elements such as bus shelters, tree grates, seating elements, paving 
patterns, parking garages, etc. 

 
 
What is Public Art? 
 
Public art is different from studio art or art exhibited in museums and 
galleries. Public art is accessible to the public, it typically reflects an 
awareness of its site, both physically and socially, and, most importantly, 
public art involves community process in its creation. A wide variety of 
approaches to public art are possible. Some approaches emphasize 
integrating artwork into the built environment, others emphasize placing 
artwork in a plaza or on a wall, and still others involve the creation of 
temporary works in community settings. Depending on the needs of a 
community, one or a combination of the following approaches may be 
taken: 
• Discrete object: The traditional approach of placing stand-alone 

sculptures, murals, or other artworks in public buildings, plazas, parks, 
etc., as a means to beautify and humanize the environment. 

 
• Integration of public art and architecture: A multi-disciplinary 

design team approach wherein artists work on project teams with 
architects, engineers, landscape architects and other design professionals 
to design and create public projects, such as transit systems or waste 
water treatment facilities to achieve the highest aesthetic innovation. 
This approach may also result in artist-designed functional elements that 
are integrated into the project such as flooring, furniture, light fixtures, 
fencing, tree grates, etc. 

 
• Master planning: Artists working with other design professionals, 

policy makers and community groups to identify specific opportunities 
for the integration of various forms of art within a 
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HOW PUBLIC ART BENEFITS THE COMMUNITY 

 
 
Public Art is accessible to the 
Public, it typically reflects an 
Awareness of its site, both 
Physically and socially, and, most 
importantly, public art involves 
community process in its creation. 

specific project or urban context, such as 
transit systems, neighborhood redevelopment 
districts, airports, parks, and civic plazas. 

 
• Urban design/place-making:  Artwork 

projects that contribute to the enhancement 
of a cityscape, create a sense of place, or 
improve the design qualities of public 
infrastructure. Artist-designed freeway 
enhancements, bridges or parks. are 
examples of such projects. 

 
• Temporary installations/sculpture: Non-

permanent artworks that respond to a 
specific physical or social environment. 
Temporary projects can involve a single 
artist working with the community or 
hundreds of artists responding to the same 
subject matter. 

 
• Arts and community development 

program: Artists working in communities 
to create public art projects that respond to 
the reality and integrity of those 
communities (e.g., artists working in social 
institutions, prisons, homeless shelters, 
with the elderly, youths). 
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ART IN PRIVATE DEVELOPMENT 
 
 

STEPS REQUIRED FOR CITY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH APPROVAL 
(For Developer Use Only) 

 
• Step #1:  After your initial contact with the Community Development Department, please 

contact the Community Services Public Art staff at (714) 536-5486 to discuss the project and 
the art element requirement. 

 
• Step #2:  After discussion with the Community Services Public Art staff, prepare an initial 

conceptual art plan that examines your concept for the art project:  ideas about site, artist 
selection methods, design team involvement, art consultant use, budget, etc. 

 
• Step #3:  Submit (fax or deliver) initial conceptual art plan to both the Community Services 

Public Art staff at 714 374-1654 and the Community Development Department at (714) 374-
1540. 

 
• Step #4:  After review by city staff, proceed with the conceptual drawings and provide staff 

with a progress (mid-way) report to include refinements of the art project and great detail i.e., 
artist name and title of project, budget, location, and schedule for design and fabrication. 

 
• Step #5:  (Optional) Community Development Department and Community Services Public 

Art staff will review the progress report and upon approval send a letter to proceed. 
 
• Step #6:  Staff will notify you with date and time for presentation to the Design Review 

Board.  At that meeting, you will be required to present conceptual drawings and any further 
design details. 

 
• Step #7:  Following the design review board meeting, staff will notify you of the art project, 

comments of the board and approval to proceed. 
 

Note:  Any significant changes in design, location, materials, media will require a return 
meeting to the board. 
 
Approval by Community Services Public Art Staff, Design Review Board, and Community 
Development Director is needed to proceed to Step #8. 

 
• Step #8:  At the time of application for Certificate of Occupancy, a final report (with 

documentation) shall be delivered to the Community Development Department and the 
Community Services Public Art staff.  Artwork and plaque shall be installed prior to 
receiving the Certificate of Occupancy. 

 
• Step #9:  Certificate of Occupancy approval shall be granted by the Community 

Development Department and the Community Services Public Art staff upon notification of 
installation of the artwork. 

 

 
PUBLIC ART IS UNLIMITED IN ITS FORMS 
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MID-WAY PROGRESS REPORT 

 

PUBLIC ART PROTECTS AND ENHANCES OPEN SPACE 
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PROJECT INFORMATION 
  
Project Name:  
  
Development:  
  
Contact Person:  
  
Artist:  
  
Telephone of Artist:  
  
Address of Artist:  
  

• Professional Experience: (Include Resume) 
 

• Location of Artwork: 
 

• Description of Site: 
 

• Description of Artwork: 
 
o Budget: 
 
o Materials: 
 
o Media: 
 
o Design Team Collaborators: 
 

• Progress to Date: 
 

• Projected schedule for Design: 
 
o Fabrication: 
 
o Installation: 
 

Please include conceptual drawings for agency review. 

 





 

 
PUBLIC ARTBUILDS CIVIC AND CORPORATE PRIDE 

FINAL DOCUMENTATION 
 
  

Please include the following information for Certificate of Occupancy Approval: 

• Slides and / or photos of installed artwork 35 mm slides or colored photos 
3 x 5 
 

• Documentation with both technical and conservation (maintenance) 
information 
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PROPOSED SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES FOR COMPLETION OF PUBLIC ART ELEMENT 
(Projects Required to Complete Form) 

  START DATE END DATE COMMENTS 

1. Applicant to make initial contact with the 
Community Development Department.    

2. 
Contact Community Services Public Art staff 
to discuss art project art plan/element at 
(714) 536-5486. 

   

3. 

Prepare an initial conceptual art plan 
utilizing artist, art consultants. Include site 
location, artist selection, design team 
involvement, timeline, etc. 

   

4. 
Submit conceptual art plan to both the 
Community Services Public Art staff and the 
Community Development Department. 

   

5. Staff review of conceptual art plan (30-60 
days).    

6. 

Proceed with conceptual drawings 
including full project description i.e. wallway, 
wall, benches, landscape element, budget, 
materials, artist(s) name, location within the 
project.  Mid-way Process Report. 

   

7. 

Staff review of conceptual drawings and 
notifies applicant of status and assigns date 
for review by the Design Review Board 
(DRB). 

   

8. Staff and applicant presents conceptual 
drawings to the Design Review Board.    

9. 
Staff notified applicant of 
approval/disapproval by DRB.  Any changes 
require return to DRB. 

   

10. 
With approval - applicant begins construction 
of art project. Construction timeline 
identified. 

   

11. 

Installation will be completed with a final 
report provided to both Community 
Development Department and Community 
Services Public Art staff. 

   

12. Certificate of Occupancy application will be 
delivered to the two departments.    

 





HELPFUL HINTS TO FIND ARTISTS 
AND PUBLIC ART CONSULTANTS 

 
 
 
We would like to offer you assistance with your art element.  Give us a call and we 
can discuss your project and what approach will best suit your needs. 
 
Looking for the Artist? 
 
There are many national and regional organizations that provide artist registries.  
The best way to contact these agencies is via the Internet.  You may wish to 
explore the registry of artists at www.artistsregister.com.  The Western States 
Artist Federation manages this site.  This is a great place to post calls for artists.  
The agency lists many public artists living in CA, AZ, CO and WA.  Arts Orange 
County at www.artsoc.org is a regional arts agency that is developing an artist 
registry.  Another site to visit is www.artnet.com.  Other artists will be known 
through commercial galleries and museum sources.  You may also wish to explore 
art publications such as Art In America Magazine, Artnews and Artweek.  Art In 
America is an excellent reference that publishes the GUIDE Sourcebook to the U.S. 
Art World.  You may wish to take a more formal approach and submit a Request 
for Proposal to art websites, publications and consultants. 
 
Looking for Professional Assistance – A Public Art Consultant? 
 
Your company may prefer to leave the search and complexity of coordination to a 
professional in the field of public art.  The City of Huntington Beach provides a 
roster that has been made available through the national organization - Art Network 
of Americans for the Arts.  The consultants are professionals working in this field 
of public art.  Public Art Network also provides lists of artists’ bibliographies, 
planning tools and other resources. 
 
City staff will not make specific recommendations for the selection of artists or 
consultants.  However, once your company identifies an artist or consultant, our 
staff will assist in providing information regarding coordination with the City 
departments, area history and culture that may prove helpful. 
 
If all else fails - call us at 714 536-5486.  We welcome your contribution to the 
Huntington Beach Public Art Program. 
 
 
 
 

 

PUBLIC ART GIVES VISUAL EXPRESSION TO LOCAL CULTURE 
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