
 

   

 
MINUTES 

REGULAR MEETING 
FINANCE COMMISSION 

 
Wednesday, September 23, 2015 

5:00 p.m. 
City of Huntington Beach 

Civic Center – Lower Level Room B-7 
2000 Main Street 

Huntington Beach, CA  92648-2702 
 
Lori Ann Farrell called the meeting to order at 5:03 p.m. and Commissioner Small led 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Bunten, Hart, Hreish, Romero, Small, Woodworth 

 
MEMBERS ABSENT: Berge (unexcused) 

STAFF PRESENT: Lori Ann Farrell Harrison; Mary Loadsman 
 
 
Introduction:  Lori Ann Farrell Harrison introduced Councilmember Erik Peterson to the 
Finance Commission.  Councilmember Peterson expressed appreciation to the 
Commissioners for their service, noting he was pleased that City Council supported the 
reinstatement of the Finance Commission.  He commented that he looks forward to 
having the City Council direct items to the Commission for input and recommendation. 
 
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 
 
Clem Dominguez, a resident discussed the City’s contracting process. 
 
Stephanie Green, a 20 year resident thanked the Commissioners for their service and 
also discussed the City’s contracting process. 
 
Election of Chair and Vice-Chair:  Farrell Harrison asked if any of the Commissioners 
were interested in serving as Commission Chair and opened the floor for nominations.  
Several Commissioners indicated their interest.  Hreish nominated Small, seconded by 
Bunten.  There being no further nominations, the following motion was made: 
 
Motion:  Moved by Hreish and seconded by Bunten to nominate Small as 
Commission Chair. 
Ayes:   Bunten, Hart, Hreish, Romero, Small, Woodworth 
Noes:  None. 
Absent:   Berge 
Motion passed 6-0. 
 
Chair Small opened the floor for nominations for Commission Vice-Chair.  Chair Small 
nominated Bunten, seconded by Hart.  There being no further nominations the following 
motion was made. 
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Motion:  Moved by Small and seconded by Hart to nominate Bunten as 
Commission Vice-Chair. 
 
Motion passed 6-0. 
 
MINUTES: 
 
Motion:  Moved by Bunten and seconded by Hreish to approve the Finance 
Commission Minutes dated August 26, 2015 as presented. 
 
Motion passed 6-0. 
 
DIRECTOR UPDATE: 
Farrell Harrison reported City Council approved the Fiscal Year 2015/2016 Budget at 
the September 8, 2015 City Council meeting.  She noted Finance staff is currently 
working on the Fiscal Year End Close Out and is determining what funds will carry-over 
to the new fiscal year starting October 1, 2015. 
 
PRESENTATION: 
Farrell Harrison reviewed the Fiscal Year 2015/2016 Proposed Budget as presented at 
the September 8, 2015 City Council meeting, noting minor changes to the budget as 
approved by City Council.  She reported that the City Council and the Public had four 
opportunities to review the proposed budget beginning with the Strategic Planning 
Session held July 13, 2015 at the Central Library.  In addition to the Proposed Budget, 
City Council and the Public were presented with an update to the Five-Year Long-Term 
Financial Plan, further providing additional information to assist with the review and 
approval process for the Proposed Budget. 
 
Farrell Harrison answered Commission questions regarding the presentation including 
revenue generating options presented. 
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS: 
 
Chair Small reviewed the duties and authority pertaining to the Finance Commission 
noting that clarification regarding review and recommendations for Service Contracts on 
an “as-needed basis” may be necessary.  He asked staff to assist in making 
arrangements to have the City Attorney or member of his staff attend the next 
Commission meeting and review the City of Huntington Beach Municipal Code Chapter 
2.109 Finance Commission responsibilities and duties. 
 
Commissioners asked specific questions about the budget.  Farrell Harrison responded 
to each question and noted that future meetings will continue to assist the Finance 
Commissioners in understanding the budget and various operating aspects of the City. 
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Commissioners discussed the need to change the upcoming regular meetings 
scheduled for November and December 2015 since the fourth Wednesday meeting 
conflicts with the holidays.  It was agreed that the regular meeting would move to the 
third Wednesday for November and December only.  Staff will confirm the regular 
meeting date change once meeting room arrangements have been made. 
 
ITEMS DISTRIBUTED TO COMMISSION: 
 
1. Fiscal Year 2015/16 Proposed Budget Presentation 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:39 p.m. 
 
Submitted by: 
 
 
 
Lori Ann Farrell Harrison, Director of Finance 
 
By:  Mary Loadsman, Administrative Assistant, Finance Department 


