
 
 

CITY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH 
          

ENVIRONMENTAL BOARD 

 
Meeting Minutes: September 4, 2008 
 
Present:          Guido, Justice, Marquez, Marshall, Mootchnik, Rice Schaaf, Smith 
Absent:           Soutner 
City Staff: Rosemary Medel 
Commission:  Joe Shaw 
Liaisons: None 
Public:  Ray Hiemstra 
Guests: None 
 
I. Call to Order/Roll Call 
 

The meeting started at 6:31 PM.   
 
II. Approval of Minutes 
 

The Board approved the minutes for the August 7, 2008 meeting.     
 
III. Public Comments  

 
None 
 

IV. Action Items: 
 
1. Review of Topics with the Board’s Purview: 
 

a. The Water District is developing a 25 year integrated water plan.  They will be 
holding meetings on the plan including one on September 11 from 10 AM to 2 PM at 
the Newport Beach Hyatt. 

b. There is a California Global Climate Change Conference in Sacramento this month.   
 

2. Environmental Assessment No. 08-011: (Pacific View Mixed Use Development): To 
analyze the potential environmental impacts associated with the construction of a four-
story, 35 ft. tall, 12,922 sq. ft. mixed-use, visitor-serving/residential development.  The 
proposed uses within the project would include 4,082 sq. ft. on the second floor (four 
units) and 4,367 sq. ft. on the third floor (three units).  The project includes a request for 
a variance to allow a fourth floor in lieu of the maximum allowed number of three floors 
for the purpose of providing common open space within a roof top deck.  Sue Marquez 
will compose a letter which will include the following issues: 

 
a. The developer should provide justification for the variances requested. 
b. There should be more inclusion of Green items in the proposed project.   
c. The park-in-lieu fees should be used for park projects in the area of the proposed 

project. 
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3. Environmental Assessment No. 08-009: (601 8th Street/806 Acacia Street Deomolition): 
To analyze the potential environmental impacts associated with the demolition of two 
existing single-family dwellings and an accessory structure located within the Wesley 
Park Section, a potentially historic district identified in the Historic and Cultural 
Resources Element of the City of Huntington Beach General Plan. A letter will be 
composed which will include the following issues: 

 
a. Trees on the property need to be moved or maintained. 
b. Propose offering to non-profit groups the ability to salvage materials from the houses 

to be demolished. 
c. The future development on this property needs to be of the same context as 

surrounding properties. 
 

4. General Plan/Circulation Element/Traffic Level Ratings – The City is updating the 
Circulation Element of the General Plan.  It will take approximately 6 months to do this 
update.  The EB is concerned about the increasing levels of traffic in HB along with the 
new developments that will add even more cars to HB’s streets.  Dave Mootchnik will 
draft a letter for the next EB meeting that will address these concerns. 

 
5. Golden West College Open Space – Open area around Golden West College could be 

used for parks for the upcoming Village at Bella Terra, Ripcurl, and Beach/Edinger 
Corridor projects.  Craig Justice will compose a letter to recommend developing parks in 
these open spaces. 

 
6. Senior Center – The city has not received the $22 MM payment from the developers of 

Pacific City for the Senior Center.  The payment was due July 31st. 
 

7. Energy Fair – The fair will be on September 20th.  All the speaker slots have been filled.  
There will 50 booths including the EB’s booth.  The fair will go from 10 AM to 4 PM with 
set-up at 7 AM. 

 
8. Environmental sub-committee reports: 

 
a. Energy/Green – (Mootchnik, Guido, Smith, Marshall).  The Green Building sub-

committee, made up of the Green Building Committee’s Planning Commission and 
Environmental Board representatives, has put together a Green Building Check List.  
A pilot program is being initiated for residential remodels and residential new 
developments.  It is planned that the pilot program will have 3-5 projects and last 3-6 
months.  The EB will administer the program.  Applicants will receive a cover letter 
describing the program, the Green Building Check List, and an application.  Once an 
applicant completes their project they will submit their completed paperwork, their 
project will be reviewed, and, if accepted, will receive recognition for their work.    

b. Liquid/Solid Waste – (Justice, Schaaf, Soutner, Marquez). No update 
c. Business and Public Education – (Smith, Soutner, Rice, Marquez).    No update 
d. Environmental Awards – (Smith. Justice, Guido).   Information and the award 

application are on the HB web site.  No applications have been received at this point.  
Applications will be distributed at the Energy Fair.  The deadline for applications is 
October 15th. 

 
V. Information Items: 
 

1. Water Quality Update – None 
 
2. AES Update - None 
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3. Field Trips 

a. LEED Building – Sue Marquez is researching a tour of the Newport Beach 
Environmental Nature Center Building.  The building is eligible for LEED Platinum 
certification. 

b. Grey Water – The tour of Pepperdine’s grey water facilities in Malibu is being 
investigated by Mike Marshall. 

c. Water conservation project 
 

4. Potential Speakers at upcoming meeting 
a. Orange County Water District 
b. Metropolitan Water District 
c. Duncan Lee of Public Works to discuss the Water Gem program.  Rosemary Medel 

is checking into his availability. 
d. New HB water conservation coordinator 
 

5. Public School Sale – The Huntington Beach City School District turned down the City of 
HB’s offer to purchase the LeBard School property. 

 
6. City Council/Planning Commission Agenda and Study Sessions  

a. There will be a Ripcurl status study session by the Planning Commission on 
September 9 and a Public Hearing on the EIR September 23. 

b. The Village at Bella Terra EIR is on the Planning Commission’s September 23, 2008 
Study Session agenda.  There will be a Public Hearing on this EIR on October 14. 

c. The Planning Commission will have a Public Hearing on the Edison Park 
Improvements October 28. 

  
VI. Administrative Items: 
 

1. Correspondence/News Articles/Announcements - None 
 
2. Items for next meeting’s agenda: 

a. We will try to get Alex Wong of the Ripcurl project to speak at the November 
meeting. 

 
3. The next meeting will be on October 2, 2008 at 6:30 PM, City Hall Council Chambers.  
 
4. A dinner to honor the two past Chairmen of the Environmental Board is scheduled for 

October 9, 2008. 
 

VII. Adjournment 
 

The meeting adjourned at 8:39 PM. 
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