
 

 

CITY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH 

          

ENVIRONMENTAL BOARD 

Meeting Minutes and Action Items:  August 19, 2015  
 
Chair:      Nicholson (back)     
Others Present: Coffman, Budica (late), Sheldon, Soriano, Gordon, Killey, Bornstein, Miller 
Absent:  None  
City Staff:  Antonia Graham, Teri Baker (Assistant to the City Manager) 
Commission: Dan Kalmick     
Council Members: None 
Public:  None  
Speaker: Janine – Beach Operations   
 
I. Call to Order/Roll Call 
   

The meeting was called to order at 5:34 p.m. (Sheldon Vice-Chair - chairing meeting) 
 
Sheldon, request swearing in ceremonies – Graham is deputize with the City Clerk and passed out forms all signed 
documents with ceremonial procedures for the City of HB Environmental Board member 
 

II  Review of May & June minutes – (Graham) minutes have been (deferred until after Speaker presentation for the 
interest of time) 

 
III   Public Comments - none 
 
Speaker/Presentation 
(Graham) Introduction of Janine guest speaker; she overlooks Beach Operations; (Scott Smith, Supervisor could not be 
here to speak). Will be presenting a quick update on what they are doing about the trash on the beach. (Janine) will be 
speaking about our trash collection and what HB does with the trash and how they cover the trash cans. She said that 
there is an ordanice that require that the trash be completely covered. This is not being done at this time. There is a budget 
allocation that will need to be approved to have covers for all beach receptacles to be covered. All cans are provided by 
Adopt-a-Beach (500 receptacles currently) which is preferred with the use of the current automated dumpers. In the last 2 
years Beach Operations has been looking into lids to prevent birds and wind taking the trash out. Beach Operations is 
responsible for the other type of trash can’s found on the pier which require plastic bag to be removed and replaces in 
concrete containers. Currently working with Rainbow on different types of roll-off covers. Ex. mess-tarps. Most of the City 
employees handling trash are part-timers working from midnight to 8 Am., that’s why the beach looks so pretty. Rainbow 
removes the roll-off around 10 am. Trash from Main Street is taken to 12th Street dumpsters. Janine is hoping by the end of 
the calendar year will have the lids all attached to the trash cans on the beach and meeting with Rainbow next week to see 
how they are coming on the roll-offs. (Sheldon) asking if this is a matter of finding the right thing to order? (Janine) said 
they have the prototypes they are bring to council for their blessing. There are several consideration: keeping rain water 
out of trashcans; trashcans that have a push-in on all four sides (this type is difficult to automate) they are opting for a lid 
with hole that is about 8” in diameter so the public can shove their trash in it without having to lift a lid to put something in it. 
The current way that trash is handled is very cost effective, the part-time employees are very affordable and they want the 
trash cans to work with their automated dumpers. (Gordon) when is the study session? (Janine) September 8th @ 4pm. 
(Bornstein) had forwarded the information for the “Big-Belly” trash collectors and was wondering if there was any interest? 
(Janine) with those types of compactors they were worried about the juice and run-off. (Graham) any other questions? 
(Coffman) brought out the current raking of the beach sand and wondered if Beach Operations would consider deep raking 



of the sand verse just leveling the sand and smashing trash in its path which the State uses. (Janine) said that they have 
two different mechanizes that are pulled behind the tractor (the san-a-tizer) that brings all the debris up and rolls through 
and only the sand goes back. The rakes are one thing and the san-a-tizer is another that they use both pieces of 
equipment. In conclusion, Janine said that they want to be good stewards of the beach, conscious of the taxpayers’ money 
and work hard to make the City beaches beautiful. (Coffman) have you notices more plastic bags in your trash now that 
they are available? (Janine) will ask the staff that question. (Coffman) said that he has seen more bags collecting on fence 
lines along the Coast Highway. (Sheldon) challenge on the trashcans are to make sure the wind does blow lids over and 
animal lives doesn’t get into the cans. (Budica) catching up on trash lid presentation and said that there are lids designed 
for the Adopt-a-Beach. (Janine) she wasn’t aware of that and told Jessica about the type with the 8” diameter lids that 
Beach Operations is pursuing. Lids will be demonstrated to Council on October 1st.  
 
Review Minutes: 
(Sheldon) introducing Melissa Miller to Jessica Budica (catching her up about what was presented and now to review 
minutes from May and June. (Graham) in the May minutes Hayden was not here; hasn’t been here since March. (Gordon) 
moves that the minutes be approved. (Budica) second. - Unanimously approved. 
 
 
IV Action Items 

A.    Executive Committee: 
(Coffman) on SCE Substation – Edison had to put vaults all over and pushed back the OFG project a month, 
should be roughly done at the end of September. The location is Hamilton and Atlanta 

  
B.   EIR 

(Graham) listed on City’s website all the project location on all EIR’s (not all are still active)  
(Sheldon)  

• LaBard Park - has already gone to City Council and approved.  
• Brookhurst Street Bridge Historic and Cultural Resources – have come and gone 
• Magnolia Oil Storage Tank & Transfer – have come and gone 
• Rofael Marina and Caretaker Facility – have come and gone 
(Graham) all EIR’s are made aware of from the Planning Dept. sent this out to us-Tennis Estates HOA no 
information of completion. Planning Dept. internally needs to response to Toni’s emails 

 
 

C. Resource Management (Sheldon) are there any update on the following? 
o Ocean Friendly Restaurants (Budica) got a call from a person in Pasadena who is trying to start a 

program out there. They are trying to link them to distribution in HB Noting yet.  Surfrider is still looking 
for a distributer; (Budica) speaking on plastic bags – at beach cleanup picked up 95 plastic bags 
compared to previous cleanup’s with a small hand full of 5 or 10 now significate recorded increase. 
(Coffman) added, if anyone notices restaurants using Styrofoam please let Jessica know as well as 
restaurants that are using bio-degradable take-out containers let Jessica know and we will add them to 
our list to promote sustainable practices. (Sheldon) is there a website that would have information about 
the program? (Budica & Coffman) go to www.hsbsurfrider.org 
 

o Fireworks Debris (Gordon) no unexplode fireworks we not notice 
 

D. General Plan committee (Sheldon) has there been any meeting since June? Response is NO (Coffman) states 
that the G-Pack will have one more meeting (Sheldon) asking Dan if there is anything on Circulation going on? 
(Kalmick) hasn’t heard anything as of yet, still have another month technically.  

E. Ocean Debris and Water Quality (Soriano) reports on two items: Not only do we do beach cleanups 
we also do Harbor cleanup primarily on the 1st Sunday of the month. In this month we had 150 pounds 
of trash picked up in 1 ½ hours by 15 people. We launch the cleanup program from the Huntington 

http://www.hsbsurfrider.org/


Harbour Boat & Kayak rental on PCH in Sunset Beach. They are going to create a fundraiser and let us 
use their location as a Surfrider site. On August 8th we had a beach cleanup @ Bolsa Chica River Jetty 
Inlet with 313 volunteers picking up 396.6 lbs. of trash; 95 single use plastic bags; 8.72 lbs. of 
Styrofoam and 2.2 lbs. of cigarette butts. Other items found in the Harbour are bottle caps and plastic 
straws. (Sheldon) is there anything else you want to bring up? (Soriano) spoke about the old Duffy boat 
rental on PCH has a past environmental issue with battery leakage on the grounds and waterway at 
their boat launch, might need to bring up as EIR study. (Graham) needs to be reported to the Storm-
water Group. (Sheldon) one other item under (E) Water Quality has there been any new developments? 
(Coffman) no not recently. But would like to see grates put on the storm-water street drains. (Graham) 
we will have Terri Elliot’s group come and speak after permits have been approved. 

F.  Green Expo (Sheldon) the expo is a function of the Chamber of Commerce. (Graham) states that Sue 
Gordon is the Chair of the Green Expo and the Environmental Board members are welcome to 
participate with the City’s “Green Team” booth. 

G. Election of Executive Committee (Graham) here’s how the elections are going to go with voting with 
hands (City Regulations) no secret ballot. We will have someone nominate, second and show of hands 
for Chair, Vice Chair and then Secretary. (Graham) is there a motion for the Chair? (Gordon) makes a 
nomination and nominates Tony Soriano; (Killey) seconds (Graham) is there any other motions for 
Chair? (Sheldon) nominates himself (Graham) second for Mark as Chair? (Bornstein) sure, you have a 
second. (Graham) hands for Tony – 7 votes, pasted. (Graham) for Vice Chair do we have a 
nomination? Jessica majority votes, pasted. (Graham) do we have a nomination for Secretary? 
(Gordon) nominates Debbi Killey; Budica seconds. Debbi is the new Secretary. 

V Administrative Items   
(Graham) at the next meeting will be the speaker and giving us a more in-depth of what she has been doing. She 
just doesn’t do Energy.  She also does the Recycling Development Market Zone which is a great economical tool 
that will make the City a zone to work with business and manufacturers to recycle more and take advantage of low 
interest loans and technical support; the City has 5 other partners. The whole purpose of the RMDZ is removal of 
waste and use them as feed stock for whatever they might manufacture. Goal is to create a RMD zone; there isn’t 
one in OC. (Graham) next is an Annual Report and Goals for the Environmental Board – Toni will bring back the By-
Laws to the next meeting to be review and presented to City Council. After that we will re-initiate the annual report 
that we use to do in 2011-2012 so the City knows what the Environmental Board is doing. (Gordon) it was up to the 
Chair to implement and use past template. (Graham) reports on energy by-laws retrofit of 11,000 city lights with 
LEDs  
(Graham) agreement on EB meeting on date and time. (Sheldon) 3rd Wednesday of the month; new member does 
that work for you? (Miller) yes. - Date and Time is agreed upon for 3rd Wednesday @ 6PM 
Request to Place Items on the next 3 Agendas – 1. Have Public Works come back; 2. Updates on CCA’s; 3. 
ASCON revisited; 
(Sheldon) request that the Annual Report and By-laws be moved to Action Items (so considered) 
Speaker Requests/Presentation Discussion – none 

VI.       Good and Welfare - (Gordon) 4th of July Parade Rainbow diverted 64% of the waste; US OPEN 95% diversion       
            Waste level keep out of the landfill. 14 tons of food waste went to a digester. (Killey) Fix-it-Clinic was a major  
            success 15% diversion of products fixed. Goal is to teach people how to fix things; will have it on their agenda for     
            November.(Sheldon) went to a couple of interesting meeting in the last month on Hydrogen Energy and meeting on 
            trucks and regulations of; coming up. 
End of meeting 7:39 pm 
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