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CITY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH
P.O. BOX 190 2000 Main Street California 92648 

CITY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH 
COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMISSION 

REQUEST FOR ACTION 

MEETING DATE: NOVEMBER 8, 2017 

SUBMITTED TO: COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMISSION 

SUBMITTED BY: JANEEN LAUDENBACK, COMMUNITY SERVICES DIRECTOR 

PREPARED BY: DAVID C. DOMINGUEZ, FACILITIES, DEVELOPMENT & 
CONCESSIONS MANAGER 

SUBJECT: PARK NAMING FOR THE PARKLAND LOCATED AT 1706 
ORANGE AVENUE (FORMER RODGERS SENIOR CENTER SITE) 

Statement of Issue: The Community Services Commission is being asked to consider 
naming the parkland located at 17th Street and Orange Avenue in honor of Michael E. 
Rodgers. 

Funding Source: N/A 

Recommended Action(s):  Approve and make recommendation to City Council to 
officially name the parkland located at 1706 Orange Avenue as “Michael E. Rodgers 
Park”; and that the naming recognition shall apply to all park improvements including 
any recreation facilities. 

Alternative Action: Do not approve the recommended action and refer the naming of 
the parkland located at 1706 Orange Avenue to the Park Naming and Memorials 
Committee for further review. 

Analysis:  At the June 5, 2017 City Council meeting, Council Member Patrick Brenden 
submitted an item requesting that consideration be given to name the parkland located 
at 1706 Orange Avenue (Attachment 1). Council approved the recommended action, 
which was to refer the issue to the Community Services Commission Park Naming and 
Memorial Committee for review and recommendation. 

The site was identified as Block 417 when it was first laid out in the original tract map of 
1905. The site is historically significant to the City of Huntington Beach as it was one of 
three parcels deeded specifically for park use between 1911 and 1917. The Board of 
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Trustees generally referred to the site as “417” or “the parkland at”, thus never having a 
clear “original” name. Following this, they often referred to it as “17th Street Park”. There 
was an attempt to landscape the site in 1931, which included some trees, shrubs and 
picnic tables, and by 1948 horseshoe pits and a baseball field was placed. In 1949, a 
former military building was placed in the parkland for public use and became known as 
the “Recreation Center” or “Community Center”. The building was remodeled in 1975 to 
serve as the new center for the use of elders in the community. In 1984, the site was 
dedicated as the “Michael E. Rodgers Seniors’ Center” in honor of Mr. Rodgers for his 
contributions to the City, particularly the well-being of seniors in the community as well 
as dedicating his time to serve on several transportation and housing committees. 

Per Resolution 2017-25, the naming of parks and park amenities is vetted through the 
Community Services Commission. In their review at the August 1, 2017 meeting, the 
Park Naming and Memorial Committee felt that it was important to retain the name of 
Michael E. Rodgers based upon his contributions to the City, which expanded beyond 
senior citizen advocacy. Therefore, the Park Naming and Memorial Committee is 
recommending approval for the naming of the parkland located at 1706 Orange Avenue 
and any park improvements, including any recreation facilities, as “Michael E. Rodgers 
Park”. 

Environmental Status:  N/A 

Attachment(s): 

No. Description 

1. City Council Member Brenden Item for June 5, 2017 CC Mtg. 
2. Park Naming & Memorials Committee – August 1, 2017 Meeting 

Summary 
3. Historic Recourses Board Block 417 Report 

RCA Author:  Nashya Sadono 



CITY COUNCIL MEMBER BRENDEN ITEM FOR JUNE 5, 2017 CC MTG. 
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PARK NAMING & MEMORIALS COMMITTEE
AUGUST 1, 2017 MEETING SUMMARY
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City of Huntington Beach 
Community Services Commission 

PARK NAMING AND MEMORIALS COMMITTEE 
MEETING SUMMARY 

Tuesday, August 1, 2017 
4:30 p.m. | Room B-8 

Civic Center 
2000 Main Street 

Huntington Beach, CA 92648 

Committee Members Present: Albert Gasparian; Roy Miller; Krista Sterud 

Committee Members Absent: Joe Carchio (excused) Michelle Schuetz (excused) 

Staff Present: David Dominguez; Charlene Gomez 

CALL TO ORDER | ROLL CALL – Committee Chair Miller called the meeting to order 
at 4:30 pm. 

Pledge of Allegiance – Led by Commissioner Miller 

PUBLIC COMMENTS  
Amory Hanson spoke in support of retaining the name of Michael E. Rodgers for the 
parkland and/or community center located at 1706 Orange Avenue. 

Joseph Santiago spoke in support of Historic Resources Board Chair, Kathie Schey and 
her expertise. 

Barbara Haynes spoke in support of naming the property located at 1706 Orange 
Avenue as the 17th Street Park.  She is fine with the building remaining named after 
Michael E. Rodgers. 

Ronn Knowles spoke in support of the historical information provided by Kathie Schey 
of the Historic Resources Board. 

Gloria Alvarez spoke in support of naming the parkland located at 1706 Orange Avenue 
the 17th Street Park and provided handouts to substantiate her claim.  She agreed that 
the building should remain named after Michael E. Rodgers.   

PARK NAMING FOR THE PARKLAND LOCATED AT 17
TH

 STREET AND ORANGE

AVENUE (FORMER RODGERS SENIOR CENTER SITE) – Dominguez provided 
background on the item and how it came to the Committee.  Dominguez also informed 
Committee that revised language of Resolution 2004-90, which Committee approved 
and recommended to Commission at Committee’s April 17, 2017 meeting was sent to 
City Council, who in turn recommended additional language to include the involvement 
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Park Naming & Memorials Committee August 1, 2017 
Meeting Summary Page 2 

of the Historic Recourses Board (HRB) for any name being proposed based upon 
historical significance.  Commission concurred with the recommendation.  Kathie Schey, 
Chair of the Historic Resources Board (HRB) presented a history of the site, historically 
known as Block 417 to the Committee.  In her presentation, Ms Schey provided a 
historical accounting of the property, including deeds, and various uses of the property 
dating back to the early 1900’s.   

Committee Chair Miller thanked Ms. Schey and the HRB for the hard work and 
expertise in providing the historical background on the parkland.  Discussion ensued on 
naming options and procedures.  Concern was shown on naming the parkland prior to 
knowing the outcome of its development of the site.  Dominguez informed Committee 
that the site is zoned as parkland and is included in the City’s park inventory.  
Dominguez informed the Committee that no detailed plans have been prepared for the 
site but, mentioned that design options could include leaving one or possibly both of the 
buildings in place but, commented that the Recreation building was in need of 
considerable renovation.  The Committee discussed the options of naming the buildings 
separate from the parkland, but felt that it would be most beneficial to name the 
parkland and any facilities or amenities the same name.   

MOTION:  Moved by Miller, seconded by Sterud that the parkland historically known as 
Block 417 is to be named in honor of Michael E. Rodgers.  The naming recognition shall 
apply to all park improvement including any recreation facilities.  The motion carried by 
the following vote:   

Ayes: Gasparian, Miller, Sterud 
Noes: None 
Abstain: None 
Absent: Carchio, Schuetz 

ITEMS DISTRIBUTED TO COMMITTEE 
Late communications from Mr. Amory Hansen 
Site information from Ms. Gloria Alvarez 

ADJOURNMENT 
With no further business, the Park Naming and Memorials Committee meeting was  
adjourned at 5:36 pm.  

Submitted by: 

David C. Dominguez 
Secretary, Community Services Commission 

By:  Charlene Gomez, Recording Secretary 
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Block 417 – Historic Assessment Summary 

The site identified as Block 417 was first laid out in the original tract map of 1905. 

The lengthy story of the site as a public space emerges in two distinct phases – (1) From Original Deed 

through the  Second World War and (2) Post War to the Present, the Era of the “Center”. 

From Original Deed through the Second World War 

This period actually extends from 1914 until 1948, a period of 34 years. During this time, the site had a 

variety of uses, sometimes appeared hapless and even forgotten.  It was the third public property 

offered to the city by the Huntington Beach Co.  Unlike the first two such properties they received, the 

Board of Trustees argued as to whether or not 417 should be accepted at all due to the HB Co. 

determination to make it home to a new City Hall. 

For the first years of its existence, the Board of Trustees rarely referred to the site at all and then 

generally only as 417 or “the parkland at”.  Thus, there was never a clear “original” name. Following this 

they often referred to it as 17th Street Park for want of anything better.  The earliest such reference is 

likely in 1919 - five years after the first recorded deed of the site - when the Trustees were notified it 

was going be sold for taxes unpaid since 1913.   

Located far from any residential area, the “park” attracted little attention from the public at all, though 

it received a tiny serviceable restroom building once the sewer system extended that far in 1924. 

An attempt to landscape the site was made in 1931.  Some palms, a flowerbed, and crisscrossing paths 

were installed and a picnic table or two appeared.  The effort was short-lived as the site was “leased to 

oil” almost immediately and these meagre plantings were removed to Lake Park. 

A police pistol range was located there shortly thereafter.  It remained in place until about 1941. 

Following Pearl Harbor, Block 417 as well as Lake Park’s Clubhouse and Scout Cabin were given over to 

military use for the duration of the war.  City negotiations with the Armed Forces over general site use 

concluded in 1949. 

Post-War to the Present -  The Era of the “Center” 

This period which lasted from 1948 until the present spans 69 years, eclipsing the duration of the 

previous period by more than three decades. 

While there are scattered references to 17th Street Park, the site immediately became known as the 

“Recreation Center” or “Community Center” when a former military building was placed there for public 

use, opening in 1949. In 1975, it became the “Senior Center”.  In 1984, it was dedicated as the “Rodgers 

Senior Center” named to honor Michael E. Rodgers, a tireless supporter of the community good, 

particularly the well-being of seniors. 
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Community concerns about the effects of war time disruption on the behavior of city youth resulted in 

the formation of a city recreation department and the recognition of a need for a building to house 

youth activities.  A former classroom of the Santa Ana Army Air Base was purchased, hauled to the site, 

renovated and unveiled as the “Recreation Center.” Together with “Community Center” this name was 

commonly used by both the public and private sectors and certainly the newspapers to refer to the site.  

It was the first real and continuing use of the location as a public recreational space.  

In 1975, the building was remodeled to serve as the new center for the use of the elders of the 

community.  On February 14, 1975, it was officially named the “Senior Center.” It was in such constant 

use, it was again remodeled in 1983. 

When it reopened in 1984, it was formally dedicated the “Michael E. Rodgers Senior Center” in 

recognition of his enduring and tireless efforts in support of the entire city but especially his 

commitment to the welfare of seniors.  That legacy was perpetuated throughout his long life and 

remains today. 
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Historic Assessment -  Block 417 

The site identified as Block 417 was first laid out in the original tract map of 1905. 

Sources indicate that the story of the site as a public space emerges in two distinct phases: (1) from 

Original Deed to the Conclusion of the Second World War and (2) the Post-War Period to the Present- 

the Era of the “Center”. 

1914 Through the Second World War [34 years] 

The property located at the present-day site of 17th Street and Orange Avenue, legally identified as 

Block 417 was the third public parcel of land transferred to the City of Huntington Beach by the 

Huntington Beach Company.  Unlike the first and second such properties, Circle Park and Lake Park, 

Block 417 was not deeded as a named park.  Instead “park” purposes on the deed was understood to 

mean noncommercial use.  A clause in the original 1914 deed spelled out the intent of the Huntington 

Beach Company to make this location the site of the city’s first purposely built City Hall. 

City Councilmembers (then called the Board of Trustees) were not unanimously enthusiastic.  When the 

vote of acceptance passed on March 2, 1914, Trustees Helme and French dissented, asking that it 

instead be placed on the ballot of the next election.  E.E. French took his argument to the newspaper, 

explaining his belief that the location of a new civic center should be the decision of the people and not 

that of the Huntington Beach Company. 

No construction of any kind had been undertaken by the time of the second deed in 1917 which 

removed the city hall provision, granting the city full unrestricted title to the lot.  This deed was created 

on the same day as those for Blocks 405 and 505 which also included the “park purposes” clause.  In 

1921, the HB Co. removed the park clause for these two lots in order to make way for the construction 

of our first true civic center.  Today, they have been greatly modified and Block 405 is the site of the 

Main Street Library and its surrounding grounds. 

Regardless of the deed status, city government seems to have taken virtually no interest in this site 

during its early years, referring to it as 417 or “the parkland at”. For want of a better name (and given 

the passing of time, certainly not its original name), they began to refer to the place as 17th Street Park 

in 1919 – five years after accepting it from the Huntington Beach Company. It is humorous to note that 

perhaps the first such reference was made on June 9, 1919 when the Trustees were aghast to learn that 

it was about to be sold for taxes unpaid since 1913!  

The first glimmer of development came in 1924 when the sewers were extended out to this remote 

location enabling construction of a “comfort station”. Surviving plans show a small stucco building with a 

tile roof containing two toilets, one for men and one for women.  Plans were also drawn up for a picnic 

shelter. It is clear that the restroom was built but no evidence of construction of a picnic shelter has 

been found. 
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Oil exploration was in full swing.  Despite the addition of the restroom, Block 417 was surrounded by the 

detritus of wells and storage tanks.  The “park” remained somewhat desolate, far from homes or 

residents.   

In 1931, the city took steps to transform the lot into a recognizable park space ordering landscape plans 

to be drawn up.  These plans survive today as well as an Eagle Scout’s drawing of the place at the time.  

Two paths crisscrossed the lot, a few palm trees were planted, a flower bed of some sort was installed 

and at least two picnic tables were placed there.  For the first time, although it proved very short-lived, 

the site fit modern ideas of a “park”. Still, the site remained surrounded by oil machinery, not homes. 

Later that year, the city granted Mr. W.E. McCaslin the right to drill on Block 417.  “Leased to oil”, the 

meagre plantings there were ordered removed and transplanted to Lake Park.  Fortunately, McCaslin 

never drilled for oil and he signed a quit claim deed ending his lease on March 7, 1932.  A very relieved 

City Council accepted it. Had any oil exploration ensued, title to the lot would have reverted to the 

Huntington Beach Co. under the 1917 deed’s “park purposes” clause. 

No landscaping remained and still no real residential area had developed nearby. As such the site 

proved an outstanding choice for the location of a shooting range, used by the police department but 

also popular with civilians. A map of the city printed by the Security-First National Bank shows the place 

now named the “Pistol Range”.  Beyond real estate and motorist use, the Chamber of Commerce also 

adopted the map.  It appeared on their stationery through the 1940s. 

Following the attack on Pearl Harbor, December 7, 1941, Block 417 as well as the Clubhouse and Scout 

Cabin at Lake Park, was given over to military use.  What purpose was made of it is the subject of some 

speculation, but it was probably used for encampment or storage.  Huntington Beach, with its rich oil 

reserves, was a highly valued and incredibly busy national resource.  It is likely the site was well-used. 

Post-War to the Present – The Era of the “Center” [69 years] 

The Second World War altered the lives of the people of Huntington Beach in many significant ways.  

The youth of the city were of particular concern.  With their parents involved in the war effort, they 

lacked supervision and developed attitudes and behaviors considered unacceptable by earlier norms.  

Noting that “the hour of leisure is the hour of danger”, a group of teachers and other community leaders 

banded together to plan activities and otherwise occupy the attention of the younger people.  It proved 

a success, was documented in a prestigious education journal of the time and laid the foundation for a 

recreation department in the city. 

A building was needed in which to hold events, conduct classes and host social events.  After a bit of a 

hunt, the City Council learned of the War Assets Administration’s disposition of buildings on the former 

Santa Ana Army Air Base. Mr. Ted E. Bartlett was given authority to negotiate on the City’s behalf.  On 

March 17, 1948, the city purchased Building T-1099 for $4117.00.  Frequently mis-identified as a former 

barracks, T-1099 was actually one of six classroom buildings at the base.  During the war, thousands of 

men (and some WACS) were trained there.  In these classrooms, they learned everything from tactics to 

code breaking before being sent to virtually every theatre of war.  Many of these soldiers later returned 

to the area to live after war’s end and today support an active SAAAB historic group.  
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Cut up into at least three pieces, the building was trucked to Huntington Beach and located on Block 

417.  There was strong public enthusiasm about the formation of a recreation department and a real 

community center. After some additional construction, the building was officially opened as the city’s 

“Recreation Center” in August of 1949.  

Often referred to as the “Community Center” as well, the original intent for the place was to serve the 

city’s teens.  Identification cards were issued to local high school students and no one was admitted 

without one. Dances and socials proliferated as did character-building activities like managing the 

canteen and helping organize equipment.  Soon, however, an onslaught of requests for site use was 

received from every imaginable corner.  Classes for young mothers, religious group meetings and even 

crafting sessions were all finally included. Curiously, the Old Age Pensioners (a forerunner of today’s 

Council on Aging) were among the first to be turned away.  Told this was a site for younger people, they 

were directed to the aging Horseshoe Club off Main Street instead. 

The grounds were also developed.  Two rows of new horseshoe pits were installed. Athletic equipment 

was purchased. A baseball diamond had already earlier been put in place by 1948. 

In the following years as the city developed, increasing park sites and recreational opportunities 

emerged.  The needs of the senior community became acute.  Senior living centers like Emerald Bay 

were created and a huge senior living complex was later considered for the former Civic Center grounds 

on Main Street. 

In 1975, the Parks and Recreation department moved their offices from the Recreation Center to the 

fifth floor of the present City Hall. Some remodeling of the old building took place.  On February 14, 

1975, at 2 p.m., the former Recreation Center was rededicated as the new Senior Center.  It was a lively 

well-attended event. Speeches were given, the Singing Goodtimers entertained the large crowd and 

Duke’s Rhythm-eers got everyone out on the dance floor.  

For the next decade, the Senior Center was the heart of the senior community.  Social get-togethers, 

holiday celebrations and various other activities supported the quality of their daily lives but the seniors 

also supported the broader community in important ways.  In 1976, for instance, they “adopted” the 

Garfield Convalescent Home as a “philanthropic project.” 

All these activities took their toll on the old building. In 1983, the seniors were temporarily relocated to 

the Edison Community Center while another reconstruction and remodeling project took place. They 

returned the following year. 

On April 27th, 1984, some 33 years ago, the newly refurbished Senior Center was reopened and 

dedicated as the “Rodgers Senior Center” in honor of the city’s most tireless worker on behalf of seniors 

and the broader community – Michael E. Rodgers.  The press noted he was a founding “member of the 

Council on Aging and the leader for many years of the older members of the city.”  Former Mayor Don 

Shipley wrote his old friend about his sorrow at having to miss the occasion. He described Rodgers as 

never “interested in political goals but only the welfare of our seniors.”  He went on to note: “I have 

observed many Huntington Beach citizens who have contributed to make our city a better place in 

which to live.  Mike, in my book you are superior and the city will always be grateful.” The actual 

dedication speech listed many of his accomplishments including the formation of the Council on Aging, 

founding the local AARP chapter, and his many associations with housing, community development and 
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transportation committees including the Orange County Transit District Authority.  A later news article in 

1989 featured his continuing energetic efforts at the age of 86 citing the Seniors Outreach Program and 

a Transportation-Lunch-Counseling program among them.  When Michael Rodgers died in 1996, he was 

deeply mourned.  Obituaries noted his enduring legacy. 
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Sources Consulted 

Federal Documents 

RG 270 War Assets Administration files – National Archives, College Park, MD. 

RG 269 Rehoused WAA files – National Archives, Riverside, CA 

Various Army Corp of Engineer Materials at both locations 

Municipal Records (Available On-line to all researchers) 

Deeds 

Ordinances 

Resolutions  

Minutes 

Photos 

Archival Materials 

Construction Drawings 

Typescripts of speeches 

Copies of correspondence 

Minutes of supporting entities 

Contemporary drawings and written descriptions 

Maps 

Photo Collections 

Published Sources 

Huntington Beach News 

Santa Ana Register 

Los Angeles Times 

Long Beach Press Telegram 

The Clearinghouse 

Miller, Edrick J., The SAAAB Story, Costa Mesa: The Costa Mesa Historical Society, the SAAAB Wing, Centennial 

Edition, 1989. 
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 Architectural Drawing for Restroom 1924 

After the sewer system was extended that far, some improvements to Block 417 were planned.  

Contemporary accounts indicate that this restroom was completed at the site. 
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Orange County Archives 

Aerial Photograph 1947: Block 417. Surrounding area largely undeveloped and 

filled with machinery and equipment associated with oil drilling and storage.  

Small structure on Block 417 does not appear on earlier or later images and is 

probably left from military site use during WWII. 
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Huntington Beach News August 4, 1949 

A number of articles appeared in the news about the site during this time.  This piece was 

actually placed by the City to keep residents informed of progress. 
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Dedication Day -  Michael E. Rodgers Senior Center 
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Mayor Alvin M. Coen congratulates Mr. Rodgers. The Recreation Center, first opened in 1949. 

It was designated the Senior Center on February 14, 1975. Following a much needed 

remodeling, it was rededicated to honor Michael Rodgers on April 27, 1984 

Following are photocopies of the original transcripts of: 

“Dedication Address” – Michael E. Rodgers Senior Center 

“Some Historical Information” - informational material for dedication activities 
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CITY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH
P.O. BOX 190 2000 Main Street California 92648 

CITY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH 
COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMISSION 

REQUEST FOR ACTION 

MEETING DATE: NOVEMBER 8, 2017 

SUBMITTED TO: COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMISSION 

SUBMITTED BY: JANEEN LAUDENBACK, COMMUNITY SERVICES DIRECTOR 

PREPARED BY: DAVID C. DOMINGUEZ, FACILITIES, DEVELOPMENT & 
CONCESSIONS MANAGER 

SUBJECT: ADOPT-A-PARK PROJECT PROGRAM 

Statement of Issue: The Community Services Commission is being asked to approve 
the Adopt-a-Park Project Program as presented. The Adopt-a-Park Project Program 
allows community volunteers to assist in the care and maintenance of City parks, 
playgrounds and open space areas. This program is focusing on projects in Central 
Park, Irby Park and Bartlett Park. 

Funding Source: N/A 

Recommended Action(s):  Approve the Adopt-a-Park Project Program as presented. 

Alternative Action:  Do not approve the recommended action and refer the Adopt-a-
Park Project Program to the Huntington Central Park Committee and direct staff on how 
to proceed.   

Analysis:  At the January 28, 2016 strategic planning session, Council directed the 
Community Services Department to establish an adopt-a-park program.  Staff has 
utilized volunteers for several successful park improvement projects such as Bartlett 
Park. The Department however currently doesn’t have an established adopt-a-park 
program. Following Council’s direction, staff researched other cities to get an idea of 
other programs. Staff then prepared a draft program and received input from the 
Huntington Central Park Committee (HCPC).  

With the assistance of the Committee, staff has created a program including guidelines 
and potential “shovel ready” park projects that can be undertaken by volunteers and 
local service groups. While the current program focuses on Central Park, Irby Park and 
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Bartlett Park, the goal is to expand the program for projects at all City parks. On 
October 11, 2017 the HCPC made a motion to recommend to the Community Services 
Commission to approve the Adopt-a-Park Project Program as presented. 
 
Staff is seeking Commission approval of the draft program. Should Commission 
approve, staff will post the information on the Department’s website and distribute it to 
various service groups. 
 
Environmental Status:  N/A 
 
Attachment(s): 
 
 

 
 

 
No. 

 
Description 

 1.  Draft Adopt-a-Park Project Program 
 
 

 

RCA Author:  D. Dominguez 
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CITY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH 

COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

“Adopt-a-Park Project” 
PROGRAM 

Community Services Department 
2000 Main Street – 5th Floor

Huntington Beach, CA 92648-2702 
Phone: (714) 374-5302 

Nashya.Sadono@surfcity-hb.org 
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What is the “Adopt-a-Park Project” Program? 

Adopt-a-Park is a City of Huntington Beach program that allows community 
volunteers to assist in the care and maintenance of City parks, playgrounds, 
and open space areas.  Adopt-a-Park maximizes our community resources 
with a focus on protecting our park and recreation facilities. 

Who can participate? 

 Individuals
 Local Businesses
 Schools
 Church groups
 Service Clubs
 Youth Groups
 Scouts

Which HB PARKS are included? 

 HUNTINGTON CENTRAL PARK

18002 Goldenwest St.

 IRBY PARK
6770 Ruth Drive

 BARTLETT PARK
19822 Beach Blvd.

What can volunteers do?* 

 Painting and Cleaning of benches, structures and amenities
 Planting, pruning, mulching and maintenance of landscape areas
 Clean-up of City parks, pathways, playgrounds and picnic areas

 Fundraising for needed supplies and maintenance of parks and open space

How do we get started? 

 To learn more, please contact Nashya Sadono in Huntington Beach Community
Services Dept. at Nashya.Sadono@surfcity-hb.org, 714-374-5302.

 City staff will work with the volunteer group or individual volunteer to determine
appropriate volunteer assignments or donation opportunities.

 Each individual working on City property will be required to complete a waiver form,
which is available as within this packet.

 Each team leader is required to complete a City of HB volunteer application which
includes a DOJ background check which is available as an attachment to this packet.

 City staff will approve the planning and execution of every Adopt-a-Park project,
including the associated costs, materials and management needed to be successful.

 Projects must be congruent with the Park Master Plan and the project Team Leader
must obtain all approvals from City Staff before beginning work.

Recognition of Volunteers and Donors: 

Below are a few examples of recognition of volunteers and donors. 
 Acknowledgement in the SANDS Recreation Guide
 Recognition at Community Services Commission meetings

 Perpetual Plaque located in the Community Services Department

 Mention of individual or volunteer groups at a City Council Meeting

Special Projects: 

City staff will be happy to meet with individuals or groups interested in working on special 
projects.  Examples include Eagle Scout projects, Community projects or “Day of Service” 
projects and other specialized efforts. 

*Tasks requiring power tools or equipment will not be allowed without staff review and specific

written permission of the City’s Community Services Director. 

G-2-4

mailto:Nashya.Sadono@surfcity-hb.org


“Adopt-a-Park Project” Program 

PARKS USE REGULATIONS 

The following are excerpts of the regulations governing use of the City of Huntington Beach Parks.  The full text 

of these Use Regulations can be found in Chapters 9 and 13 of the City’s Municipal Code. 

9.20.030 Fires and barbecues 
No person shall light a fire or barbecue within any park or recreation area except on city installed or provided 
barbecue grills.  No person responsible for a barbecue shall leave the fire unattended. When the user has finished 
with the fire, it shall be completely extinguished. 

9.20.040 Prohibited acts 
A. No person shall pick flowers, foliage or fruit, or in any way mutilate or injure any tree, shrub, plant, fern, 

grass turf, railing, seat, fence, structure or any other thing. 
B. No person shall climb any tree, stone, fence, wall, or building in any recreation area. 
C .  No person shall place rubbish in any park except in a receptacle designed for that purpose. 
D. No person shall transport, dump, disturb or remove any rock, rubble, dirt, sand, fill or other similar material 

into or in any park or recreation area. 
E. No person shall remove, damage or destroy any object of interest or value in any park. 

9.20.045 General noise regulation 
It shall be unlawful for any person to willfully make any loud noise which disturbs the peace or quiet of any park, 
open space or recreation area or which causes discomfort or annoyance to any reasonable person of normal 
sensitiveness residing in the area, or using the park facilities. 

9.20.050 Concessions 
No person shall engage in the business of soliciting, selling or peddling of any liquids or edibles for human 
consumption, distribute circulars, or hawk, peddle or vend any goods, wares or merchandise of any kind in any 
recreation area, except by specific permit. 

9.20.060 Cameras 
Still and motion picture cameras may be freely used for general purposes in any recreation area. Filming of motion 
pictures requiring the use of artificial or special settings or special equipment, or involving the performance of a 
professional cast, first requires a permit. 

9.20.070 Hours 
The City parks shall be closed every evening from 10:00 pm to 5:00 am. 

9.20.080 No drinking alcoholic beverages in designated locations 
Unless authorized by permit from the Community Services Department or where the consumption of alcohol is 
specifically authorized by the City, no person shall drink any alcoholic beverage in any City park or recreation 
area. 

13.48.075 Feeding Wildlife on City Property Prohibited 
Unless specifically authorized by the Director of Community Services in writing, no person shall feed, disturb or 
have physical contact with wildlife on City property. 
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“Adopt-a-Park Project” Program 

SAFETY GUIDELINES 

All volunteer work in City Parks must be completed safely!  Please remember to: 

 Follow all of the City of Huntington Beach Park Use Rules and Regulations

 Lift all objects with your legs; not with your back

 Wear light or bright colored clothing, hard-soled shoes and if possible sturdy work gloves

 Use sun block or wear a hat

 Tie bags after disposing of in containers

 Work only during park hours and always with at least two people

 Make sure all volunteers are following safety precautions

 Take breaks, drink liquids, and dress appropriately for the weather and be careful to not overexert
yourself

 Do not bring small children or pets on projects

 Never pick up material that you suspect might be hazardous:

 Immediately contact the Police Department if you find drug paraphernalia

 Immediately contact the Fire Department if you find bio-waste such as blood

 Only pick up litter close to the edge of driveways, pathways or roadways if oncoming traffic
is clearly visible.  Remember to stay on the right-of-way facing traffic

 Adopt-a-Park workdays will be established during the year with all volunteers working under the
direction of City staff for project permits and approvals

 City staff will work with volunteers to assure that all necessary approvals and equipment are
acquired prior to the start of the scheduled workday

Individual Volunteers: 

 Individuals interested in volunteering for the Adopt-a-Park Project Program need to register with
the Community Services Department, Nashya.Sadono@surfcity-hb.org, 714-374-5302.

Non-Profit Groups and Organizations: 

 Non-profit organizations interested in adopting a park, picnic area, athletic field, or other City
facility need to contact the Community Services Department at (714) 374-5302 or email
Nashya.Sadono@surfcity-hb.org.

 After receiving project approval and applicable training on specific tasks from City staff,
organizations with trained supervision and who meet City of Huntington Beach Insurance
requirements will be allowed to work independently on approved projects
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“Adopt-a-Park Project” Program 

APPLICATION 

Name of Individual or Organization:   Date: 

Name of Organization’s Contact:      _______ Day Phone #: 

Address: Other Phone #:  

E-mail: _________Fax #: 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Adopt-a-Park Location Requested: ____ 

Type of Adoption: 
  Litter /Graffiti Removal   Vegetation Control    Flower or Tree Planting 
  Pathway enhancements   Painting or Cleaning   Other     

Scope of Project: ____ 

TERM AND CONDITIONS 

TERM: Subject to the City of Huntington Beach’s right to terminate, this agreement shall be in full effect 

for one year beginning   . 

CONDITIONS: 
A) The above named individual(s) will be the lead volunteer for the “Adopt-a-Park Project” and shall

develop and follow a regular schedule for the project as agreed upon by the City of Huntington
Beach’s Community Services Department.

B) The lead volunteer shall complete the City volunteer application and background check.

C) The lead volunteer shall report any hazards and all volunteer hours to their staff contact.

D) Each individual volunteer working in a City Park must sign the City of Huntington Beach’s
“Adopt-a-Park Project” waiver form.

E) The above named individual(s) are allowed access to the City property location shown above for
the purpose of carrying out the terms of this agreement.

F) The City of Huntington Beach reserves the right to refuse or deny projects that may not meet
the needs of the Community Services Department.

G) The City of Huntington Beach reserves the right to terminate service at any time.

I have read the above information and hereby agree to accept the above Term and Conditions 

Adopt-a-Park Participant Signature Director of Community Services 

Adopt-a-Park Participant – Printed Name Date 

--- 

   Approved _________    Not Approved _________ 
 Date   Date 
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“Adopt-a-Park Project” Program 

GENERAL SAFETY INFORMATION 

Before applying for volunteer service, please read the following general safety information 
carefully.  Once you have read and understand the information contained therein, please 
sign and return the attached Release and Waiver to the Community Services Department. 

Safety – In order to participate in clean-up activities, we may be using equipment, such as litter-

grabbers, plastic bags, latex gloves and other equipment.  Mishandling or misusing these items could 
cause you injury, and it is possible that you may have an allergy to latex that could cause a severe 
reaction.  You may also be working in streets where cars are moving, cleaning gutters, stepping on 
and off curbs, etc.  You will be given common-sense instructions before heading out, but ultimately 
responsibility for safety is yours. 

Personal Injury – If you are injured while volunteering for the City, Workers Compensation will cover 

you as authorized by California Labor Code Sec. 3363.5 and Huntington Beach Municipal Code Sec. 
5.16.140. Workers Compensation is ‘no fault’.  This means you will receive benefits no matter who 
was at fault for the accident.  These benefits include medical care, temporary disability benefits, and 
permanent disability benefits, if necessary.  The City pays for this coverage; there is no cost to you as 
a volunteer, however, because you are covered by Workers Compensation, should you be injured, 
State law does not allow you to sue the City for your injury.  You also agree to release the City of 
Huntington Beach and all its employees and officers, and you waive all claims against them for 
personal injury (including death) incurred as a result of the negligence of any employee, agent or 
servant of the City of Huntington Beach during your involvement with the Adopt-A-Park Program. 

Personal Property Damage – The environment in which we will work may damage your personal 

property, especially your clothing.  If your property is damaged, you agree to hold the City harmless. 
This means you will not file any claims against the City for any personal property damage related to 
your volunteer work for Adopt-a-Park, even if the damage is caused by the negligence of a City 
employee.  We strongly urge you to use common sense and care. 

Injury to Third Persons and Their Property – In addition to your own safety and that of other 

volunteers, we want you to take every step possible to protect the safety of other residents and visitors 
to our City.  You must take every reasonable precaution to prevent injury to others and to prevent 
damage to their property. If such injury or damage does occur, you agree to indemnify the City.  This 
means that, if the injured party sues the City, you will reimburse the City for any money paid out to the 
injured party. 

The VOLUNTEER APPLICATION MUST BE COMPLETED BY THE LEAD VOLUNTEER; and 
the GENERAL RELEASE AND WAIVER MUST BE COMPLETED AND SIGNED BY EACH 
VOLUNTEER or legal guardian prior to beginning any volunteer work on City property.   

 Any volunteer under the age of 18 must have the signed release completed by a parent or 
legal guardian to participate.

 Individuals under the age of 18 years old must be supervised by a parent, legal guardian or 
responsible adult.
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Please Return to: 

Community Services Department 

Attn:  Nashya Sadono 

2000 Main Street – 5th Floor 

Huntington Beach, CA 92648-2702 

“Adopt-a-Park Project” Program 

GENERAL RELEASE AND WAIVER 

I have read the information sheet and the above background to the Volunteer’s Release and Waiver 
and each paragraph contained therein.  I understand all the provisions in the Release and Waiver. I 
understand that I am eligible for Worker’s Compensation benefits, but I will not under any 
circumstances receive any other type of compensation. 

I further understand that accidents and injuries can arise out of the event.  Knowing the risks, 
nevertheless, I hereby agree to assume those risks and to release and to hold harmless all of the 
persons or agencies mentioned below who, through negligence or carelessness, might otherwise be 
liable to me or my heirs or assigns for damages. 

I hereby release the City of Huntington Beach and all its employees and officers and waive all claims 
against them for personal injury (including death) and/or property damage, including such injury 
and/or damage incurred as a result of the negligence of any employee, agent, servant, or volunteer 
of the City of Huntington Beach.  It is further understood and agreed that this waiver, release and 
assumption of risk is to be binding on my heirs and assigns. 

I also hereby agree to indemnify the City of Huntington Beach against any claims made by third 
parties against the City due to my intentional or negligent acts. 

Signature of Volunteer Date 

Address Daytime Phone Number 

Print Name Email Address 

Signature of Parent or Guardian Date 
(If volunteer is less than 18 years old) 
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“Adopt-a-Park Project” Program 

 FACILITY/PROJECT DESCRIPTIONS 

Huntington Central Park – 18002 Goldenwest St. 
Central Park is a 343.24 Acre park located off of 
Goldenwest between Slater and Ellis. 

Central Park contains areas for active and passive 
use.  Within this park are the Central Library, Senior 
Center, Equestrian Center and the Sports Complex.  
Other amenities are the Shipley Nature Center, the 
Secret Garden and the Urban Forest.  The park also 
has picnicking areas, pathways, playgrounds, 
fishing, Disc golf, horseshoes, viewpoint areas, 
lakes, equestrian and hiking trails, a dog park, 
amphitheaters, six restrooms, and four restaurants. 
“Adopt-a-Park Projects” include passive use trail 
enhancements, garden care, creation and 
installation of directional or interpretive signage, 
bench construction and installation as well as 
general “Adopt-a-Park” care and maintenance. 

Bartlett Park – 19822 Beach Blvd. 
Bartlett Park is a 27.73 acre park located off of 
Beach Boulevard and Newland Avenue, between 
Adams and Yorktown 

Bartlett Park is a rustic, natural park and is located 
behind the Newland House Museum and Newland 
Barn.  The park designed for passive use, and 
contains a network of walking/hiking trails 
throughout the area. “Adopt-a-Park Projects” include 
trail enhancements, garden care, creation and 
installation of directional or interpretive signage, 
bench construction and installation as well as 
general “Adopt-a-Park” care and maintenance. 

Irby Park – 6770 Ruth Drive 
Irby Park is a 10.91 Acre park located south of 
Heil Ave. between Ed wards St. and 
Goldenwest.  

Irby Park is a developed and under developed 
neighborhood park.  The developed portion of the 
park includes at tot-lot playground with swing set, 
picnic tables, benches, and pathways.  The 
underdeveloped portion of the park would benefit 

from “Adopt-a-Park Projects” such as trail 
enhancements, creation and installation of 
interpretive signage, bench construction and 
installation and general “Adopt-a-Park” care and 
maintenance will be available. 
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“Adopt-a-Park Project” Program 

    GENERAL INFORMATION 

What are the benefits of an “Adopt-a-Park Project”? 
The City of Huntington Beach Adopt-a-Park Program allows the beautification of a city 
parks through a variety of special projects. The program helps to create a more 
attractive environment and helps to extend the benefits of city tax dollars.  It also allows 
citizens, and particularly park users, to create a sense of community and to develop a 
true connection to the City. Local service organizations, youth organizations, church 

groups, and neighborhoods can have fun while providing a needed community service. 

What types of projects are needed for the “Adopt-a-Park Project” Program? 
The City of Huntington Beach Community Services Department “Adopt-a-Park 
Projects” include a variety of shovel ready projects.  Trail enhancements, garden 
care, creation and installation of directional or interpretive signage, bench 
construction and installation as well as general “Adopt-a-Park” care and maintenance 
can all be considered. 

Who administers the “Adopt-a-Park Project” Program? 
The City of Huntington Beach Community Services Department administers the Adopt-
a-Park Program with the assistance of staff and various dedicated volunteer groups.  All 
projects must be included in the master plan for parks, and approved by Community 
Services Department staff.  In some cases, approval by the Public Words Staff, the 
Park and Recreation Commission or the City Council may be necessary. 

What if the project I am interested in is already taken? 
Projects are offered on a first come, first served basis.  If the site or project you are 
interested in is already adopted, you can be placed on the site waiting list.  When the 
existing adopter relinquishes the site or completes a project, it is offered to the next on 
the waiting list. 

How much does it cost to perform an “Adopt-a-Park Project”? 
There is no fee/charge to participate in the program; however, donations are needed for 
some projects.  Some adoptions may be custodial in nature, and the only investment 
will be the volunteer time.  Monetary donations for other projects are welcome, and the 
investment varies depending on the size and scope of the project.  Supplies for 
adoptions must be purchased by the adopter; however, some equipment may be 
available for loan by the city. 

Who provides “Adopt-a-Park Project “quality assurance? 
All work performed by the adopting group must be master-planned and will be subject to 
Community Services Department staff approval and inspection.  Staff from Community 
Services will work with individuals and groups to assure work is done to the City 
standards and is signed-off prior to project completion. 

How long does the “Adopt-a-Park Project” last? 
Length of the adoption is at the discretion of the City and the adopting individual or 
group.  There is no penalty for the adopter to cancel adoption.  Once the adoption is 
cancelled the location will be made available to others interested in the park, program or 
project.  The City can cancel the agreement at any time. 
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