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CITY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH 

COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMISSION 
MINUTES 

REGULAR MEETING 
 
 

Wednesday, July 12, 2017 
6:00 PM 

City of Huntington Beach 
Civic Center Council Chambers 

2000 Main Street 
Huntington Beach, CA  92648-2702 

 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
Vice-Chair Kaub called the meeting to order at 6:06 p.m.  
 
ROLL CALL:  
Present: Benitez, Cuzzacrea, Gasparian, Kaub, Mantini, Miller, Schuetz, Sterud, Thiel 
Absent:  Burkart (excused), Carchio, Kreitz (excused)  

 
STAFF PRESENT: Janeen Laudenback; David Dominguez; Nashya Sadono 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Led by Vice-Chair Kaub 
 
PRESENTATIONS:  None  
 

MINUTES: 
MOTION: A motion was made by Commissioner Schuetz and seconded by 

Commissioner Benitez to approve the minutes of June 14, 2017.  The motion 
carried by the following vote: 

 
Ayes: Benitez, Cuzzacrea, Gasparian, Kaub, Mantini, Miller, Schuetz, Sterud, Thiel 
Noes:   None 
Abstain:  Gasparian, Mantini 
Absent:  Burkart, Carchio 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: No general public comments 
 
 
DIRECTOR/MANAGER ITEMS: 
Dominguez is anticipating the rededication of Worthy Park to be held on September 7.  
Once the date and time are confirmed, Commission will be notified. 
 
Dominguez also reported that most of the recommendations for Commission 
representatives have been received from the school districts with the exception of 
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Fountain Valley School District.  Rather than wait on FVSD, the recommendation from 
the other school districts will move forward for City Council approval at their July 17 
meeting.  In the meantime, Commissioner Burkart will continue to serve as the 
representative for FVSD until which time they provide a recommendation for 
replacement. 
 
PUBLIC INPUT MEETING – CENTRAL PARK PERMANENT PARKING LOT: 
Dominguez provided background regarding the Central Park permanent parking lot plan 
saying that it’s been in discussion for many years with no consensus on the plan. 
Dominguez explained that the Huntington Central Park Committee (HCPC) reviewed 
three alternative plans and opted to recommend either Alternative #1 or Alternative #3 to 
the Commission.  He said that due to the settlement agreement for the senior center 
project, the location of the lot is limited to the area where the temporary lot currently sits.  
Dominguez went over the alternatives in a PowerPoint presentation.  Alternative #1 
consists of maintaining the lot in the existing area, utilizing the same ingress/egress 
point.  The lot would be paved with asphalt and striped.  Landscaping and a sidewalk 
along the west edge of the lot would also be included.  Alternative #3 includes the same 
improvements as Alternative #1 but with a connection to the senior Center driveway.  
The driveway median would be modified to allow and immediate left turn out of the lot.  
Alternative #2 called for the connection to the senior center driveway but leaving the 
median in place.  Exiting the lot would require vehicles to make a right in and right out of 
the lot and make a u-turn at the end of the driveway in order to exit on the Goldenwest 
Street.  This Alternative was not considered due to the circuitous route.  The proposed 
design includes 42 parking stalls, including 2 ADA stalls and a turn-around for buses.  
Dominguez discussed the items taken into consideration for the recommendation and 
said that the City’s Traffic Engineer, Bob Stachelski, reviewed the plans in terms of traffic 
flow, safety, ingress and egress off of Golden West Street.  Mr. Stachelski determined 
that each alternative is safe from the traffic engineering perspective.  Dominguez stated 
that there are sufficient funds to cover the cost of either alternative. The cost of 
Alternative #1 is estimated at $250,000, and Alternative #3 is estimated at $343,000.  
Dominguez summarized the recommended action for Commission to approve one of the 
two alternative plans and present a recommendation to City Council.  The second action 
for Commission is to also request approval by City Council to update the Central Park 
Master Plan to identify a permanent parking lot in this location. 
 
Vice-Chair Kaub called for public comments. 
 
PUBLIC INPUT MEETING – PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Juana Mueller, a stakeholder on the Huntington Central Park Committee, recapped her 
involvement and said that on behalf of herself and others who have been working on this 
project for years, they are in support of Concept Plan #1 without the modified medium 
and connection to the Senior Center.  They feel that not only is it safe, as reported by the 
City’s Traffic Engineer, but it is less expensive.  
 
Jean Nagy agreed with Ms. Mueller.  She also expressed her excitement about the grant 
received for the Shipley to Shore Trail, saying that once the parking lot is completed, 
more visitors will be able to use the trail from Shipley Nature Center.   Ms. Nagy feels 
that if connected to the Senior Center driveway, the Senior Center visitors will use the 
parking lot as overflow.  She is suggesting that with the funds saved by approving 
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Alternative #1, the City can build a bridge over Golden West Street so that the senior 
visitors can park across the street in the Sports Complex parking lot and safely walk to 
the Senior Center. 
 
Shari Engel, volunteer for the Shipley Nature Center for many years, provided her 
observations of the parking lot situation and said that she does not want to see it 
connected to the Senior Center.  She asks that Commission consider Alternative #1 so 
that there is a dedicated lot available for Central Park west, visitors of the Shipley Nature 
Center, and Shipley to Shore Trail. 
 
Brock Langer spoke in opposition to the permanent parking lot project.  Mr. Brock is a 
frequent visitor to the park and feels that stewardship of the park has declined over the 
last few years.  He feels the parking lot continues that decline.  Mr. Brock gave his 
opinion on the reasons for the project and asked Commission to consider keeping the 
open space. 
 
Commission discussed the Alternatives. Commissioner Miller provided background on 
this project from his experience on the Commission saying that Alternative #1 is the best 
option and his choice with a turnaround for buses and cars. 
 
Commissioner Thiel asked a representative for the Shipley Nature Center approximately 
how often the parking lot fills.  Tom Livengood with the Friends of Shipley Nature Center 
provided numbers of children and buses that visit the nature center for field trips, camps 
and special events, not to mention visitors to the park who park in the lot, causing it to be 
full most of the time.  Commissioner Thiel asked if the buses take up most of the spaces.  
Mr. Livengood said that the buses usually drop the children and relocate to the Edwards 
Street parking lot.  Commissioner Thiel clarified that in Alternative #1, the entrance 
traveling north bound would require a U-turn in order to enter the parking lot; however, in 
Alternative #3, visitors would be able to turn left at the Senior Center traffic signal to 
enter.  He supports Alternative #1 with the inclusion of the bridge idea mentioned during 
public comments. A discussion between Commissioners and staff ensued on the bridge 
idea linking the Senior Center with the Sports Complex, including the high cost and 
environmental-engineering issues. 
 
Commissioner Gasparian said that after many years of discussing this parking lot, he 
feels the traffic engineer’s report regarding the safety of either entrance is a huge step 
forward.  Commission Gasparian also commented on the Senior Center parking issue 
and feels Senior Center visitors and those using the trails will continue to use the parking 
lot as well, however, he feels Alternative #1 accomplishes the goal. 
 
Commissioner Benitez said that based on comments he has heard as a member of the 
Huntington Central Park Committee from the stakeholders, and the length of time it has 
taken to get to this point, he feels Alternative #1 is the best solution at this time.    
 
Commissioner Schuetz said that the immediate concern in her opinion is the safety of 
the children and whether or not the buses can access the parking lot for safe drop-off 
and pick-up of the kids.  She feels that Alternative #3 is the better choice, allowing for 
more potential and easier traffic flow. 
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Regarding Alternative #1, Commissioner Mantini reviewed a report from circulation 
regarding the amount of spaces available in the parking lot for cars and buses versus the 
usage percentage and feels it may be underutilized if not connected to the traffic signal. 
She feels that it will only be used for the Shipley Nature Center, which according to the 
report only requires 20 vehicle spaces and 1 bus space.  The design concept calls for 42 
spaces, which she feels will go unused if not connected to the Senior Center and allowed 
for additional parking.  Dominguez said that the parking lot is currently used by general 
park visitors as well as those visiting the nature center.  Laudenback added that with the 
Shipley to Shore trail grant, more use of the parking lot is anticipated for visitors looking 
to visit the Urban Forest area of Central Park. 
 
Commissioner Cuzzacrea said she walked the site and was concerned about safety 
issues until she read the traffic engineer’s report regarding the safety of ingress and 
egress.  She feels it’s crucial to have separate parking available for park visitors that is 
not utilized by Senior Center visitors.  Commissioner Cuzzacrea feels that Alternative #1 
with the addition of a bus turn-around is the best option. 
 
Vice-Chair Kaub agrees that the lot will be used as Senior Center overflow parking no 
matter which alternative is approved; however, she feels that there will be less overflow 
usage with Alternative #1.  Commission Kaub said that after listening to comments, she 
sees the benefit of Alternative #3 with lighted entrance and exit, however, as a 
Commissioner, she is tasked with preserving as much open space as possible and feels 
that Alternative #3 utilizes too much open space.  Therefore, she is in favor of Alternative 
#1. 
 
Commissioner Thiel asked about the “hammerhead shark” design as presented in a past 
concept design for the buses.  Dominguez responded that if Alternative #1 is approved, 
then the design can be included, but for the benefit of this recommendation, Public 
Works held off on adding it to the design until it was determine which concept will be 
approved.  Once a concept is approved, then details such as a turn-around, as opposed 
to the hammerhead design, and landscaping can be incorporated.  Commissioner Thiel 
asked if the hammerhead could be added to Alternative #3 as well.  Dominguez said yes.  
Commissioner Thiel said based on this information he is favor of Alternative #3. 
 
MOTION:  Commissioner Mantini moved to approve the recommendation of Alternative 
#1 to convert the temporary parking lot into a permanent lot and to make the 
recommendation for approval to City Council; and secondly, Commissioner Mantini 
moved to recommend to City Council the updating of the Central Park Master Plan of 
Recreational Uses for Central Park to identify the 1-acre lot as a permanent parking lot 
with Commission Benitez seconding the motion.  At this time, Vice Chair Kaub opened 
the motion for discussion. 
 
Commissioner Mantini said she made the motion for Alternative #1 in order to get the 
parking lot paved, and if a connection to the Senior Center traffic signal is determined 
necessary for functionality in the future, the connection can be made at that time.  Vice-
Chair Kaub asked Dominguez if adding the connector at a later date is doable.  
Dominguez said yes, however, it would constitute a separate approval process. 
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Commissioner Schuetz asked about the motion process since she is in favor of 
Alternative #3.  Vice-Chair Kaub said that this motion has to be voted on first.  If it fails, 
then the process of an alternative motion is an option. 
 
Commissioner Thiel asked for clarification regarding the budget for both alternatives.  
Dominguez said that there is sufficient budget for either alternative. 
 
Commissioner Miller said that it states in the traffic engineer’s report that there is 
$410,000 that has yet to be approved by City Council.  Dominguez confirmed that 
information but said that the funds for this project have already been approved.  
Commissioner Miller said that he would like to see the motion include the radius turn-
around.  Commissioner Miller also provided his observation about where the buses park 
after drop off. 
 
Vice-Chair Kaub asked about the process for adding the turn-around, and whether it 
should be added to the current motion or wait until the design comes back to 
Commission for review.  Dominguez provided several examples, including adding the 
language to the motion to recommend incorporating the turn-around into the design, 
which will then go through the approval process, including review by the Design Review 
Board. 
 
The motion carried by the following vote:  
 
Ayes: Benitez, Cuzzacrea, Gasparian, Kaub, Mantini, Miller, Sterud 

Noes:   Schuetz, Thiel 
Abstain:  None 
Absent:  Burkart, Carchio, Kreitz,  
 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS: 
Capital Improvement Projects (CIP) for Huntington Central Park – Dominguez 
provided a brief introduction saying that the item was previously brought before the 
Commission and to the Huntington Central Park Committee (HCPC) to determine 
priorities for the allotted infrastructure funds.  Laudenback said that the HCPC 
recommendation at that time was that the $500,000 in funds would be divided as 
$250,000 toward parking lot improvements and $250,000 to trail and path improvements.  
After Commission approved the initial improvements, it went through the CIP process, at 
which time staff learned that of the almost one million in Central Park project funds 
requested only $127,000 was approved for Central Park.  Therefore, the item was taken 
back to the HCPC, who in turn reviewed the priorities and are recommended to keep the 
$250,000 for the parking lot adjacent to Golden West Street in front of the Park Bench 
Cafe, and allocate $150,000 for trail improvements for Central Park East, and $100,000 
toward irrigation in Central Park East. 
 
Commissioner Miller asked if the irrigation needs are due to age and deterioration.  
Laudenback said that the pipes are too narrow, restricting the amount of water that is 
actually needed.  Public Works will begin with initial connectors, and then go out to pipes 
and sprinkler heads as needed.  Commissioner Miller also asked about the type of 
improvements to the walkways.  Laudenback said the eastside are constructed of 



Community Services Commission July 12, 2017  
Meeting Minutes (777)   Page 6 of 7 

 

concrete and asphalt.  With the reduction in funds, the concrete sections will be repaired 
and the areas of asphalt that are being intruded by tree roots will be replaced as needed.  
Laudenback confirmed that the project will be slurried after repairs are completed for a 
uniform look.        
 
MOTION:  A motion was made by Commissioner Schuetz seconded by Mantini to 
approve the Capital Improvement Projects for Huntington Central Park as presented.  
The motion carried by the following vote: 
 
Ayes: Benitez, Cuzzacrea, Gasparian, Kaub, Mantini, Miller, Schuetz, Sterud, Thiel 
Noes:   None 
Abstain:  None 
Absent:  Burkart, Carchio, Kreitz,  
 
 
Park Naming Resolution Update – Dominguez provided background, saying that 
Commission had previously approved the resolution’s conflicting language, however, 
when the item went to Council for approval, Council added language to include a section 
saying that whenever there is historical significance the naming should be vetted through 
the Historic Resources Board (HRB) along with the Park Naming and Memorials 
Committee and Community Services Commission.  Dominguez reviewed the new draft 
language, which was provided by the City Attorney’s office.  Dominguez also stated that 
although this is not new practice for the Commission, it is new language for the 
resolution and he provided past examples. 
 
Commissioner Miller commented that in working on the Park Naming and Memorials 
Committee (PN&MC), he has found the HRB to be a great resource for historical 
information and noted that although the HRB provides the Committee with historical 
facts, it is the task of the PN&MC to provide Commission with the recommendation. 
 
Commissioner Schuetz agrees that through her recent experience on the PN&MC, she 
finds the HRB to be a vital resource. 
 
MOTION:  A motion was made by Commissioner Mantini, second by Commissioner 
Schuetz to approve modifications to Resolution 2017-25, which establishes policy for the 
naming of parks, park features, and community facilities as recommended by City 
Council.  The motion carried by the following vote: 
 
Ayes: Benitez, Cuzzacrea, Gasparian, Kaub, Mantini, Miller, Schuetz, Sterud, Thiel 
Noes:   None 
Abstain:  None 
Absent:  Burkart, Carchio, Kreitz 
 
 
Worthy Park – Dominguez provided an update saying that there have been a few delays 
for events such as the 4th of July and a high school event, but the project is moving along 
nicely with no additional costs.  The rededication is tentatively scheduled for September 
7th, 2017.  Staff is waiting to hear if the Worthy family is available to participate.  A “save 
the date” will go out once the date is confirmed. 
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Murdy Park Multi-Use Youth Sports Field – Dominguez reported that Commission 
approved the concept for the multi-use sports field at the last meeting.  Staff anticipates 
this item going before City Council on August 7, 2017.  Funds are in the budget for the 
next fiscal year.  Once approved by council, staff will work with the design company and 
Public Works, and then it will go out to bid. 
 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS:  None 
 
 
COMMISSION BUSINESS: None 
 
 
COMMISSION AND STAFF COMMENTS: 
Commission Benitez thanked Commissioners saying this is his last meeting and his time 
on Commission has been a positive experience. 
 
Commissioner Thiel asked about meeting procedures and Roberts Rules of Order.   
 
 
ITEMS DISTRIBUTED TO COMMISSION:   
Written communications related to the Central Park permanent parking lot. 
 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

With no further business, Vice-Chair Kaub adjourned the meeting at 8:09 pm. 
 
Submitted by: 
 
David C. Dominguez 
Secretary 
Community Services Commission 
 
By: Charlene Gomez 
 Recording Secretary 


