
April 4, 2017 

To Jay Kreitz, Community Services Commission Chair 

Subject: 17th Street Park 

Please accept this letter and the following attachments in support of 17th Street Park.  
As a member of Huntington Beach Preserve Our Past, I have been working with the 
residents that represent 17th Street Park (aka the former Rodgers Senior Center site).   
Myself and other residents met the week of March 27th with all 7 city councilmembers, 
City Manager Fred Wilson and staff to discuss the restoration of the park’s original and 
only park name and to have the city records corrected to reflect the 17th Street Park 
name.   Based on the positive response from all the councilmembers and the City 
Manager, it was suggested that I bring these documents to you for review and to 
answer any questions you may have to assist you in your review.   

Attached you will find the documents that were presented to all City Council members, 
the City Manager and to Staff the week of March 27th.   

- The original deed of August 7, 1917 of the Huntington Beach Company deeding 
the parkland to the City of Huntington Beach. 

- The 1974-1975 Historical Notes compiled by the City to commemorate the 
opening of the new Civic Center, the Central Library and Central Park.  Within the 
original 27 page document the City makes reference on page 4 to our City’s three 
original and historically significant parks, the park at Orange and 17th Street being 
one of these three. 

- Most significant is the nine pages of City Council minutes dated from 1919 to 
1950 addressing maintenance, improvements, etc. taking place and specifically 
referring to 17th Street Park by its name.     

In late 1950, and thereafter, the City began referring to this parkland as the Recreation 
Center and later the Rodgers Senior Center and, consequently, reference to the park 
name was swept under the rug and forgotten.  The use of these newer names was 
initiated based on the building that was relocated to this parkland. 

This situation is much the same as what happened to Triangle Park’s name in 1951 
when the Main St Library was built on that park. 

At this time, the request is simply to restore the historical name.   
The particulars and decision of how this parcel of land will be used by the City is a 
separate issue that is going to take some time and study to reach.    
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Would also like to note that the request at this time is due to the park’s upcoming 
100year anniversary in August 2017 of this land being deeded to the City.  As 
discussed with and supported by Chief Handy, the residents would like to host a 
celebration to be held on Saturday, August 19, 2017.    City Manager Fred Wilson 
also supports this and suggested at our March 27th meeting that we invite Chevron to 
the August event and has provided me a contact name. 

Therefore, we request that Community Services Commission place this on your agenda 
for review and, if needed, be referred to the Park Naming and Memorials Committee, for 
further review.   

Thank you, 
Gloria Alvarez 
HB Preserve Our Past 
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Editors Note:
The historical information in this booklet was compiled for
three other publications by the City of Huntington Beach
Information Office, the booklet "Civic Center (May 30,
1974)," the dedication program "Huntington Central Park
(June 15, 1974)," and dedication program "Huntington Beach
Library & Cultural Resource Center (April 5, 1975)." Those
publications contain a full listing of sources as well as collec-
tions of photographs. Some of the events listed in this publi-
cation now are past and some persons discussed have died
since the original publications were printed. This booklet is
presented in this form in the hope that a maximum number
of Huntington Beach residents might learn more about the
colorful history of their community.

William G. Reed
September, 1975
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HUNTINGTON BEACH CITY COUNCIL MINUTES (EXCERPTS) 

June 9, 1919 

City Clerk reported having received a notice that the Seventeenth Street Park was to be sold 
for delinquent taxes of 1913 and it was moved by Trustee manning seconded by Trustee Drew 
that the Clerk be instructed to pay up all such back taxes. Carried. 

July 7, 1923 

Mr. H. V. Anderson of Huntington Beach Water Company requested permission to lay a water 
main in certain portion of 17th Street Park, which was granted on motion by Trustee Onson, 
seconded by Trustee Andrews. 

January 7, 1924 

On motion by Trustee Macklin seconded by Trustee Andrews the City Engineer was instructed 
to secure estimate on the cost of installation of a comfort station in the 17th Street park. 

February 4, 1924 

On motion by Trustee Obarr seconded by Trustee Macklin the City Engineer was instructed to 
draw plans and specifications conforming the sketch submitted for public comfort stations, to 
be erected in 17th Street park. 

March 17,1924 

The plans and specifications for the public Comfort Station in Seventeenth Street Park were 
approved, and on motion by Trustee Macklin seconded by Trustee Obarr, the Clerk was 
instructed to advertise for bids for the construction of a public Comfort Station at Seventeenth 
Street Park in accordance with the plans and specifications on file. 

June 9, 1924 

Trustee Wharton brought up the matter of placing tables in 17th Street -park and a gas plate 
for the convenience of picnickers. On motion by Trustee Macklin seconded by Trustee Boater 
the matter was referred to the Street and Park committee with power to act. 
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July 7, 1924 

On motion by Trustee Boster seconded by Trustee Wharton the Street Superintendent was 
instructed to have signs erected at the intersection of 17th Street and Ocean Avenue directing 
visitors to the 17th Street park and comfort stations. 

April 1, 1927 

The President invited citizens to discuss the future location of the band stand and after various 
suggestions were offered in regard to a location on the beach, triangular park in block 505,, also 
17th Street Park, and considerable discussion, the matter was referred to the Music and 
Promotion Committee. 

June 20,1927 

On motion by Trustee Shank, seconded by Trustee Wharton. , the City Attorney was instructed 
to make an appointment with Mr. Lawshe of the Huntington Beach Company for the pur pose 
of discussing the question of leasing the 17th Street Park for oil, provided that an agreement 
can be made whereby the property will revert back to the City of Huntington Beach under the 
same terms that it is .low held. The result of the roll call on this question was as follows: Ayes 
Trustees, Wharton, Mitchell, Shank, Harris, Boster. Noes Trustees, None. 

August 1, 1927 

The Clerk read a letter from J S Lawshe of the Huntington Beach Company relative to leasing 
17th Street Park for oil drilling and, same was by the Chair referred to the City Attorney for 
reply. 

October 3, 1927 

A letter addressed to the Board from the Union Drilling and Petroleum Company at 1016 
Lawrence St Los Angeles asking for permission to enter into contract to drill 17th St Park for oil, 
was read and the Clerk instructed, on motion by Trustee Harris seconded by Trustee Andrews, 
put and carried, to advise said Company that the matter would be taken up at next meeting of 
the Board, Oct 10th. 
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February 29,1932 

The Clerk read a letter from the Invader Oil Company requesting the cancellation of a $5,000 
surety bond which that company claims to have filed in connection with a lease on 17th Street 
Park, dated about January 1928. On motion by King seconded by Stevens the City Clerk was 
directed to write the Invader Oil Company and inform them that the abovenamed bond would 
be ordered cancelled as soon as the city receives a quitclaim covering 17th Street park lease. 

April 25, 1932 

The Clerk' presented and read Resolution No. 665 accepting quitclaim deed by W.E.McCaslin 
covering certain leases on 17th Street park. On motion by King seconded by Stevens the deed 
was accepted and ordered recorded 

November 5, 1934 

C. W. Patrick addressed the City Council and made an offer of $ 2500.00 for the 17th Street 
park for the purpose of erecting a dehydrating plant. Mr. Patrick was told that the Council 
would take the matter under advisement. 

October 7, 1935 

The Clerk read a letter from H. R. Earp Realty Company offering to lease 17th Street park, clear 
the title and drill three oil wells on a 1/8th royalty basis. The letter was ordered filed  

November 4, 1935 

The Clerk presented and read a letter from Fire Chief J.K. Sargent to the effect-that a substation 
is needed in 17th Street park for the protection of the oilfield; that a new light truck is needed 
to handle fire hose; that the department is in need of six hundred feet of fire hose; that 
standard fire hydrants should be installed in the oil field and that the water company should be 
required to build larger mains in the oil district. Mr. Sargent stated that it would cost about 
$3500.00 to build a new station and furnish the new equipment and repairs necessary to put 
the department in good condition and, on motion by Warner seconded by Tovatt, the matter 
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was referred to the fire committee to investigate and report its recommendation at next 
meeting of the Council. 

July 6, 1936 

On motion by Henrickson seconded by Chamness, the City Engineer was 
directed to remove toilets from the 17th Street park and install at Lake 
Park.  Also to build tables and two fireplaces in Lake park for the benefit 
of picnic parties. 

August 3, 1936 

Mayor Warner informed the Council that it would not be practical to move the toilets from 
17th Street park to Lake park for the reason that they are now set in tile and concrete. After 
some discussion it was decided to use the Circle park building and that the chief of police 
should protect pedestrians during the August 16th gathering in Lake park. 

September 23, 1940 

Mayor McCallen stated that he had had a talk with Mr. Lawshe, Park manager of the 
Huntington Beach Company, relative to deeding a portion of 17th Street park to the Richfield 
Oil Company for the purpose of removing their plant now located at 12th and Palm. Mr. Lawshe 
asked that a letter be sent him outlining the plan of transfer, same to be submitted to their 
Board of Directors and, on motion by Morehouse seconded by Chamness, the City Attorney was 
authorized to write such a letter to the Huntington Beach Company. 

February 3, 1941 

Mayor McCallen informed the Council that he had contacted Mr. Lawshe of the Huntington 
Beach Company and that the company is not agreeable for the City to use 17th Street park or 
any part of it on which to construct oil refineries but that they were agreeable to trade a 
number of lots in the vicinity of 20th and Palm for lots now occupied by the Richfield plant at 
12th and Palm. The Mayor stated that he would continue negotiation and report later to the 
City Council. 

December 30, 1941 

On motion by Talbert seconded by Henrickson, the Council voted Unanimously to allow the U. 
S. Army to use 17th Street Park and Lake Park for the duration of the war. 
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August 17, 1942 

At this time Mayor Talbert asked if there were any matters anyone in the audience wished to 
bring before the Council. The Fire Chief Housina for fire brought up the matter of providing 
housing for additional fire equipment. It was decided that housing for additional equipment 
could be provided in the 17th Street park as soon as the recreation building, to be purchased 
from the Standard Oil Company, was moved to that location. 

October 5, 1942 

Councilman Henrickson stated that the State Fire Warden is equipment asking that the City equip a 
building to house firefighting equipment and men. The matter was referred to the Streets and Parks 
Department and Engineer Overmyer to do everything possible in having the Standard recreation 
building moved to 17th Street park. 

November 2, 1942 

Mayor Talbert called attention of the City Council to the fact that Recreation Bldg.- moving the 
Huntington Beach hospital unit of the motor Corps would like to have the Standard Oil Club 
building moved either to Circle Park or on 13th Street between Crest and Main. Engineer 
Overmyer stated that he had discussed the matter of moving with different housemovers and 
he did not know when it would be possible to move the building. That to move it anywhere 
other than 17th Street park would be quite expensive and that the building would have to be 
out in two pieces to move any other place. The matter was referred back to the City Engineer 
for , further investigation and report. 

November 16, 1942 

The Clerk read a bid from the Star Housemovers offering to move the Standard Oil Recreation 
Building to 17th Street park for $870.00. No action was taken by the Council at the present 
time. 

July 10, 1944 

On motion by Henrickson seconded by Hawes, the matter of allowing 17th St. park campers to 
use 17th Street Park in return for taking care of property was taken under advisement. 
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July 17, 1944 

Clerk read a letter from Rev. Luther Arthur suggesting that the City allow someone to place a 
trailer on 17th Street park in return for which the tenant would act as a caretaker of the 
buildings and property at no further cost, to the city and, on motion by Hawes seconded by 
Henrickson, the matter was referred to the Streets and Parks Committee and City Attorney with 
authority to act. 

June 18, 1945 

On motion by Hawes seconded by Grable, the Council voted not to allow anyone to operate or 
occupy a trailer on 17th Street park. 

July 2, 1945 

On motion by Bartlett seconded by Henrickson, the Council rescinded its order to have Patl 
Allen and family to move their family and trailer from 17th Street park and agreed to have him 
remain at the will and pleasure of the City Council.  Also that Mayor Talbert notify Mr. Nixon 
that he may use 17th Street park for trailer living quarters at the will and pleasure of the City 
Council. Mayor Talbert was appointed as a committee of one to see that sanitary regulations 
are complied within both of the above locations 

March 31, 1946 

The Clerk read a letter from James S. Lawshe of the Huntington Beach Company asking further 
information concerning the proposed • location of government buildings on 17th Street park to 
be used as residences. Mr. Lawshe asked in particular how long buildings are to remain and 
who is to stand the expense. The matter was held Over pending further information to be 
delivered to Mayor Talbert by government officials. 

December 16, 1946 

Also permission to use 17th Street Park for holding a Scout Camporee for all troops in the 
district January 17th to 19th, inclusive, and on motion by Hawes seconded by Terry, permission 
was granted and charges waived with the provision that the City reserves the right to cancel 
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dates and time for the Lake Park Club House in the event they may deem it advisable to do so. 
Motion put and carried. 

February 7, 1947 

On motion by Langenbeck seconded by Grable, the family now Park occupying ground on 17th 
Street park with a trailer be notified to move off the premises for the reason that the City plans 
converting the grounds into a park to be used by various city organizations. 

March 3, 1947 

The Clerk read a letter from Melvin Strong stating that he had received several requests from 
the youth of Huntington Beach for a riflemens club on 17th Street Park. The matter was held 
over pending report from the Scout committee. 

April 21, 1947 

The Clerk read a letter signed by Mrs. Sam Miller and Adah Kirkpatrick, Girl Scout 
representatives, Joe H. Axton and A.W. Anahutz, Boy Scout representatives; W Frank Rohrig, 
Cub Scout represent, Mrs. W.F. Rohrig, Brownie Scout representative, requesting consideration 
be given to the assignment of 17th Street Park to scouting in all phases and that suitable 
buildings be erected for meetings of the various troops, and on motion by Hawes seconded by 
Langenbeck, the matter was referred to the Streets and Parks Committee and Public Relations 
director Gallienne to investigate the advisability of purchasing buildings from the Veterans § 
Administration. If found advisable, the committee to so advise the City Clerk who in turn was 
directed to file the necessary application for securing the buildings and both the committee and 
the city clerk to report findings to the city council. 

May 19, 1947 

The Clerk read a letter from the Huntington Beach Chamber of Commerce making certain 
recommendations for establishing Scout head quarters on 17th Street Park. The letter was 
ordered filed for future reference. 

November 24,1947 

On motion by Langenbeck seconded by Hawes, that the plans and Bldg. from S.A. Army Air 
specifications submitted for the moving and reconstruction of the building - Base. to be moved 
from the Santa Ana Army Air Base to a site located in the 17th Street Park, was approved.  

Motion made by Langenbeck seconded by Hawes, that the City Clerk be instructed to advertise 
for bids for the moving and reconstruction of the building to be moved from the Santa Ana - 
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Army Air Base to a site located in the 17th Street Park and bids to be opened December 8th, 
1947, at 5:30 P.M. was approved. 

March 15,1948 

The Clerk read letter from Mills Bros. Construction Company in . which they request. a final 

inspection of the Community Center Building installed at the 17th Street Park location, and on 

motion by Langenbeck seconded by Greer, that the building be inspected by the Council as a 

whole and that inspection of the work be made at 5:00 P.M. Friday, March 19th, and if the work 

is approved for the City Clerk to file Notice of Completion, was approved. 

May 17,1948 

On motion-by LeBard seconded by Langenbeck, the labor and material bond and performance 

bond issued by the National Surety Corporation in behalf of the Mills Bros. Construction 

Company for the moving and, erection of the Community Center Building on the 17th Street 

Park be terminated, was approved. 

July 7, 1948 

On motion by LeBard seconded by Terry that the City of Huntington Beach employ the services 

of H. C. Wildman and W. L. Faulkner, Associated Architects, 425 Spurgeon Building, Santa Ana, 

California, to prepare the necessary architectural work involved in creating a suitable recreation 

building now located at the 17th Street Park site, in accordance with the fees outlined in their 

letter dated June 30, 1948, was approved. 

November 15, 1948 

Mayor Greer appointed Councilman Langenbeck and Seabridge, the City Engineer and the City 

Administrator as a committee for the purpose of promoting progress towards completion of 

the Community Center Building 101 rejected located on the 17th Street Park. 

April 3, 1950 
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On motion by Langenbeck seconded by LeBard that the Pistol Range which was removed from 

the 17th Street Park Section be set up on a site to be selected by the Police and Fire Committee 

and the work of erecting said Pistol Range be under the supervision of the City Engineer, was 

approved. 

August 17, 1950 

On motion by LeBard seconded by Seabridge the following applications for business 

license to conduct business in the City of Huntington Beach were granted: 

Sparton Bros. Shows, to conduct the business of tent show at 17th Street Park. 
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