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ACTION MINUTES
Tues., Oct. 20, 2009, 6:00 PM

City Hall, Room B-8

I. Roll Call:
Bame, Bauer, Bixby, Brenden, Dettloff, Harlow, Hartnett, Johnson, Kutscher, Shaw, Silver, Sneddon, Stuart, Sullivan, Whiteside

All present except Sneddon and Whiteside

II. Public Comments:
An opportunity for the public to comment on any item of interest, either in general or specific to this agenda, that is within the subject matter or jurisdiction of the Commission. Comments will be limited to no more than 3 minutes.  Speakers are encouraged to submit their comments in writing.  Each Commission Member will receive a copy of all the submitted comments.
Public Comments were received as follows:
· Ed Kerins – Opposing direct election of the Mayor and supporting maintaining election of the City Clerk.

· Richard Hart – Opposing direct election of the Mayor.  (He also provided his comments in writing.)

· Dianne Thompson – Supporting maintenance of the current Charter provision on City Council Compensation.

· Shelly Liberto – Opposing direct election of the Mayor

III. Approval of Minutes from the October 6 Commission meeting.

Motion from Commissioner Sullivan, second Commissioner Dettloff to approve the Minutes from the October 6 meeting as submitted.  The motion was approved 13-0-2.
IV. Overview of Elected Mayors and their Role – Raphe Sonenshein

V. Discussion on the description of the Mayor’s role from the meeting of 10/06/09.
VI. Discussion and possible action on making the position of Mayor being directly elected.

(The following Sections of the Charter should be reviewed for potential changes as a result of the above discussion:     300, 302, 304, 305, & 306 )
Following a lengthy discussion, a motion was made by Commissioner Brenden, seconded by Commissioner Dettloff as follows:

That the Commission forward to the City Council a request to place a measure for a directly elected mayor on the ballot for voter consideration with the directly elected Mayor having powers no greater than those of the City Council, with a term of four years, and with a term limit of two consecutive terms.  The motion was approve 7-6-2. (Harlow, Sullivan, Silver, Shaw, Bauer, & Bixby No’s.)
[No action was taken on Section 302, 304, 305, and 306.  These remain for discussion.  Section 800 on Transitions is also remains from our Oct. 6 meeting for discussion.]
VII. Presentation on the other Three Elected Offices and the City Charter – Raphe Sonenshein

Public Comments were continued as follows:  

· Joan Flynn spoke in support of maintaining election of the City Clerk (She provided handouts describing the responsibilities of the City Clerk and data on the number of cities with elected city clerks.)

· Jennifer McGrath referenced her earlier communications and responded to questions from the Commissioners on the City Attorney Charter Sections.

VIII. Discussion and possible action on Section 300 and Section 310 as they relate to the office of the City Clerk.
Following Commissioner input, on changing the City Clerk to an appointed position.  a motion was made by Commissioner Shaw, seconded by Commissioner Bauer as follows:  Continue to have a directly elected city clerk but ask staff to return with language to improve the qualifications and the responsibilities.  The motion was approved 13-0-2.
After further discussion the Commission asked that a Committee of the Chair, Vice Chair, facilitator, and staff liaison be asked to return with options for improving the qualifications and responsibilities in the City Clerk’s.
IX. Discussion and possible action on Section 300 and Section 311 as they relate to the office of the City Treasurer.

Following discussion, a motion was made by Commissioner Silver, seconded by Commissioner Sullivan to have the City Treasurer remain as directly elected and the above committee return with options for qualifications and responsibilities.  The motion was approved 13-0-2
X. Discussion and possible action on Section 300 and Section 309 as they relate to the office of the City Attorney.

Following discussion, a motion was made by Commissioner Shaw, seconded by Commissioner Sullivan to have the City Attorney remain as directly elected and the above committee return with options for qualifications and responsibilities.  The motion was approved 11-2-2 (Kutscher and Brenden No’s)

XI. Commissioner Requests:  Questions, comments, or suggestions for discussion at a subsequent meeting of the Commission

None
XII. Adjourn to the next regular meeting scheduled for Tuesday, October 20 at 6 PM in Room B-8 of City Hall.

*  Material Related to the Charter Sections to be discussed and submitted prior to the posting of the agenda will be included in the Agenda Packet.  Items received after posting of the agenda will be distributed at the Commission meeting as late communications.
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