
   

your lawn so water is able 
to better soak the soil and 
reach the root system.  If 
you have clay soil (almost 
all of H.B.), to minimize 
runoff it is better to water 
for a few minutes, wait for 
an hour, and then water for 
a few more minutes.  

For more information on 
smart irrigation practices, 
low water use plants and 
other water saving ideas 
visit www.surfcity-hb.org/
water conservation 

Urban runoff is the term 
for all water that runs off 
our properties into the 
streets and gutters.  Urban 
runoff is greatest during a 
rainstorm, however, it hap-
pens all year long through 
water-wasting habits like 
hosing down driveways 
and hardscapes, and im-
properly maintained and 
operated irrigation sys-
tems.  Not only is a lot of 
water wasted, another big 
problem is that runoff is a 
nasty mixture of pesticides, 
fertilizers, grease and oil, 
animal waste and bacteria 
that ends up in our ocean.  

In fact, urban runoff is the 
biggest non-point source of 
ocean pollution!   

All of us can do our part by 
checking our irrigation sys-
tems once a month, mak-
ing sure the sprinkler 
heads direct water onto 
plants and grass rather 
than sidewalks and streets.   

Another trick is aerating 

Fall is the ideal time to 
plant native plants in 
Southern California.  The 
soon-to-arrive winter rains 
loosen the soil, providing 
moisture for the young 
plants so they can get es-
tablished in time for the 
hot, dry summer.  Once  
established, native plants 
require very little water.  

Native plants have co-
evolved with local animals, 
insects, fungi and microbes 
to create an eco-system 
that is perfectly suited to 
our climate of dry summers 
and wet winters.  Local 
wildlife, from bees to hum-
mingbirds, thrive as they 
prefer native flora for food 
and habitat. 

Smart irrigation practices reduces urban runoff  

This is the season for California native plants 

C i t y  o f      
H u n t i n g t o n  B e a c h              
P u b l i c  W o r k s ,  
U t i l i t i e s  D i v i s i o n  
7 1 4 . 5 3 6 . 5 9 2 1  
 

F a l l  2 0 1 0  U S E  W A T E R  W I S E L Y  

D i d  y o u       
k n o w  t h a t :  

 Turf grass is  
California’s larg-
est irrigated 
“crop” 

 19% of total 
energy use in 
California is 
spent on pump-
ing and  trans-
portation of    
water 

 65% of So. Cal.  
water is imported 
from Northern 
California and 
the Colorado 
River 

 Both the Bay 
Delta and the 
Colorado River 
eco-systems are 
severely stressed 

Huntington 
Beach residents 
are doing a great 
job of using water 
more efficiently! 
Today, the aver-
age house uses 
280 gallons per 
day. Ten years 
ago, daily use was 
350 gallons.  

 Water and Huntington BeachWater and Huntington BeachWater and Huntington Beach 

A monarch butterfly feeding 
on a Lantana Verbenaceae 

Attention Pool Owners!  Have you heard about the liquid pool cover?                              
It’s a biodegradable micro-thin invisible “blanket” that covers your pool, reducing   

evaporation (up to 40%) and heat loss, saving you water and energy costs! 

If you have expired OTC or 
prescription drugs at home, 
don't flush them down the 

toilet!!!  Dispose of all drugs 
at the safety bin located in 
the lobby of the H.B. Police   

Department at City Hall.          
No liquids or needles. 

Remember to turn down and reduce your irrigation 
schedule come September!  The days are shorter, the 

sun less intense and lawns need less water! 
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“We can’t solve 

problems by 

using the same 

kind of thinking 

we used  when 

we created 

them.”       

Albert Einstein 

Lake Mead, at 
1,087 ft in July 
2010, the lowest 
level in 50 years, 
has dropped 114 
feet in ten years.  

Rainwater Harvesting 

Why are we facing water shortages? 
Clean fresh water is a 
limited and precious   
resource that cannot be 
taken for granted.  In dry 
Southern California, we 
receive much of our wa-
ter from the mountains 
in Northern California 
and the Colorado River 
watershed.  Conse-
quently, it is very impor-
tant to us that it rains 
and snows in the Sierra 
Nevada and the Rocky 
Mountains.   

California’s water system 
faces severe challenges as 
the aging conveyance 
system, built in the 

1960’s, is struggling to 
meet the needs of today’s          
38 million people.  It is 
clear that our current 
water use habits need to 
become more sustain-
able.   

Recognized environ-
mental needs and restric-
tions, political issues  
inherent to water in Cali-
fornia, and the combined 
effects of multiple dry 
years are all contributing 
to the water shortages we 
are experiencing.  In    
addition, climate changes 
are expected to further 
change precipitation pat-

terns which likely will 
make management of 
water supplies even more 
challenging.   

There are many solutions 
in the works, such as re-
cycling and reuse of ex-
isting water supplies and 
improvement and inno-
vation focused on water- 
saving technologies.  Wa-
ter conservation is today 
known as the cheapest 
“new” supply source of 
water. 

It is important to realize 
we all need to use water 
efficiently, today and in 
the future. 

A few H.B. water ordinance requirements specific to irrigation 

 Irrigation is prohibited between 9 am and 5 pm (Reducing evaporation by 30%.) 
 Irrigation is limited to no more than 15 minutes per irrigation station. 
 Irrigation is limited to one (1) day per week during the months of November 

through March and three days (3) per week April through October. 

A stream and 
serene pond, 
doubling as a 
rainwater har-
vesting  sys-
tem at Shipley       
Nature Center  
in H.B.  

 W a t e r  a n d  H u n t i n g t o n  B e a c h  

California State Bill 
7, also called  
“20 by 2020”      
mandates a  

20% reduction in  
water  consumption 
per capita by 2020.   

We are excited to present a 

***California Friendly Landscape Class***  
Saturday October 9th, 9.30 am— 1.30 pm 

at the Central Library in H.B. 
Space limited.  For your reservation, call 714-536-5921 

www.surfcity-hb.org/waterconservation 

Rainwater harvesting might 
seem a joke in dry Southern Cali-
fornia, but considering the multi-
ple benefits of less storm water 
runoff entering into our oceans 
and an opportunity to enhance 
the existing water supply, it 
makes perfect sense!   

During one year, calculating with 
an average of 14” of rainfall and   

 a 1,500 square foot roof, 10,000 
gallons of rainwater can be har-
vested, provided adequate storage 
exists.  There are many ways to 
collect rainwater, from simple and 
affordable rainwater barrels to 
more expensive and advanced rain 
water harvesting systems.   Rain-
water harvesting is a useful and     
sustainable practice we all can do! 
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