
ters, water wells, water im-
port connections and water 
reservoirs and booster sta-
tions.  These things touch our 
lives literally every day, but 
more often than not, go unno-
ticed. 

     We hope you enjoy this 
first attempt at bringing what 
we do and how we do it to the 
forefront and welcome your 
suggestions or comments.  
Please see the FAQ section of 
the newsletter for information 
on contacting Huntington 
Beach Public Works. 

     Welcome to the City of 
Huntington Beach Public Works 
Department Quarterly Newslet-
ter.  This is a first try at what 
we hope our readers will con-
sider a useful and interesting 
sharing of information about 
our department’s activities, 
plans and employees. 

     The Public Works Depart-
ment is comprised of 6 Divi-
sions: Administration, Engineer-
ing, Transportation, General 
Services, Maintenance Opera-
tions and Utilities.  There are 
currently about 200 full-time 

employees assigned to the 
design, construction, inspec-
tion and maintenance of “all 
things infrastructure,” in-
cluding, streets, sidewalks 
and gutters, flood control 
facilities, traffic signals, 
street signs and markings, 
storm drains and channels, 
parks, landscape medians, 
street trees, City facilities, 
City fleet and equipment, 
private development review, 
sanitary sewer lines, sewer 
lift stations, the water dis-
tribution system, water me-

     The Utility Yard Expansion 
Project located at the inter-
section of Huntington Street 
and Garfield Avenue has been 
completed.  The Utility Yard 
was first constructed in 1980 
and was originally designed to 
only accommodate Water 
Maintenance & Engineering 
staff.  In 2003, it was decided 
to combine the Wastewater, 
Storm Drain and Water Divi-
sions into the Utilities Division 
to improve delivery of ser-
vices.  As part of the reorgani-
zation, personnel and equip-
ment from the Wastewater 
and Storm Drain Divisions were 
relocated from the City Main-
tenance Yard to the Utility 
Yard.  Given space limitations 

of the existing facility, some 
utility staff operated out of 
temporary trailers while the 
Utility Yard Expansion Project 
was planned and designed. 

      In late 2009, City Council 
awarded a construction con-
tract to the Richardson Group 
in an amount of $8,500,000.   
Given the nature of the im-
provements, and in an effort 
to fast-track completion, most 
of the staff were temporarily 
relocated to an offsite loca-
tion. The scope of the project 
included a complete gutting 
and remodel of the exiting 
Administration building, con-
struction of a new 6,714 
square foot Operations Build-

ing, an 11,096 square foot 
Distribution, Meter and 
Wastewater Building, a 1,029 
square foot expansion to the 
existing Production Building, 
and improved parking layout 
to accommodate all person-
nel.  In addition, the existing 
bulk material storage area 
and fluoride tanks were relo-
cated to provide better ac-
cessibility.  In July 2011, 
Utilities Operations staff re-
turned to the facility and the 
project was officially com-
pleted in August 2011. 
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D i d  y o u  k n o w ?  

The Huntington 
Beach Pier is the 
longest concrete 
municipal pier in 
California, reach-
ing 1,853 feet into 
the Pacific Ocean. 



The new Fleet Operations Section 
combined the fleet under the lead-
ership and direction of the Public 
Works General Services Division.  

     The consolidation of fleet opera-
tions has already resulted in signifi-
cant savings and service improve-
ments including rightsizing of the 
fleet, reduced fuel usage, and im-
proved regulatory compliance.  The 
efforts to reduce the fleet size by 

all departments resulted in a reduction 
of 60 vehicles.  We continue to see inno-
vative and proven ways of improving our 
operations each day.  Fleet Operations 
has researched and selected for pur-
chase a Web-based fleet management 
system along with a passive fuel man-
agement system.  With the implementa-
tion of these new programs, fuel ac-
countability and tighter tracking of ex-
penditures and performance of the op-
erations will be achieved.  

     In May 2011, Fleet Operations for 
the City became one centralized 
section with the consolidation of 
the Police, Fire, Public Works and 
Beach Operations vehicle and 
equipment fleet.  With consolida-
tion, the skills and expertise of em-
ployees are shared, reducing dupli-
cation of effort and setting consis-
tent policies and practices for fleet 
maintenance and  replacement.  

Traffic Safety Improvements at 3 Southeast Area Intersections 
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Fleet Operations Consolidation 

“The consolidation 

of fleet operations 

has already resulted 

in significant 

savings...”   

I n  T h e  W o r k s -  

     The City recently com-
pleted traffic safety projects 
that added left turn arrows 
at three intersections:  Mag-
nolia/Atlanta, Brookhurst/
Yorktown, and Newland/
Atlanta.  Left turn arrows are 
a useful tool in helping to 
eliminate conflicts with op-
posing traffic at locations 

where traffic volumes, visi-
bility and vehicle speeds 
combine to make negotiating 
a left turn difficult at times.  
This helps to reduce the like-
lihood of left turn-related 
accidents. 

     Funding of these improve-
ments was primarily provided 

by a grant from the Federal 
Highway Administration.  The 
grant program was designed 
to fund improvements to the 
transportation system that 
would help reduce accidents 
and improve traffic safety.  
In total, the grant provided 
the City nearly $200,000 to-

wards the overall $365,000 in 
improvements completed. 

     Recently, Public Works 
Maintenance completed a 
Slurry Seal project on 
Seapoint Avenue and Palm 
Avenue.  The Slurry project 
was an inexpensive alterna-
tive as compared to an en-
tire street overlay.  The pro-
ject was done in three 
phases.  (1) The crack fill 

phase of this project sealed 
cracks on the pavement sur-
face to prevent moisture 
penetration and reduce re-
flective cracking. (2) The 
extensive milling and paving 
phase of this project re-
paired existing failures in 
the pavement and allowed 
the street to become slurry 

ready.   (3) The Rubber Poly-
mer Modified (RPM), Type II, 
slurry seal phase of this pro-
ject increased the overall 
service life of the street, 
significantly reducing traffic 
noise and providing a more 
aesthetically pleasing ap-
pearance to the existing 
roadway. Public Works Main-

tenance and Engineering 
divisions are continually 
working to provide cost ef-
fective methods to extend 
Huntington Beach’s pave-
ment life.  

Seapoint Avenue & Palm Avenue Street Slurry 



     A big CONGRATULATIONS goes out to 
Civil Engineering Assistant Larry Taite, a 
30+ year Public Works employee.  Larry is 
a member of the United States F-Class 
Open Rifle Team.  F-Class competitors 
shoot from distances between 300 and 
1200 yards (that’s over 2/3 of a mile)!  
Since he began competitive shooting in 
2003, he has compiled numerous medals 
and records.  In 2005 Larry set a 600 yard 
world record and was subsequently Na-
tional Bench Rest Shooters Association 
(NBRSA) national champion.   In 2008 he 
was F-Class Team Champion in the USA 

vs. Europe Challenge Match held in Wis-
consin, where the team won the gold 
medal.  In May 2011, Larry travelled with 
the team to Ireland where he competed in 
the Ireland National Championship (an 
individual event), taking a bronze medal 
at 800 yards and grabbing the gold at 900 
yards.   While there the team competed in 
the USA vs. Europe Challenge Match and 
the Creedmoor Cup (USA vs. Ireland) tak-
ing gold at both events. 

Spotlight on PW Employee-Larry Taite 

Abandoned Well Site Receives Aesthetic Improvements 

Edwards Hill Booster Station Power and Equipment Upgrade 
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     On the northwest corner of 
Edinger Avenue and Springdale 
Street just south of Marina 
High School is an abandoned 
water well site.  After 39 
years of water production, 
Water Well #2 was decommis-
sioned in 2001 due to its aged 
structure and diminishing wa-

ter quality.   

     In an effort to visually en-
hance the appearance and 
improve pedestrian circulation 
through the site, the City 
Council authorized a project 
to provide landscape and 
hardscape improvements.  

This is no ordinary landscaping 
project, but rather a showcase 
of environmentally friendly 
features.  All plants and 
shrubs (iceberg roses, day 
lilies, rosemary, sundowner) 
provided in the project are 
drought/pest/disease resistant 
species.  A solar-powered irri-

gation controller is equipped 
with a rain gauge to minimize 
water use.  An 1,100 square 
foot colored pervious concrete 
area was installed to allow for 
infiltration of runoff into the 
soil.  At the lowest point of 
the landscape area, a gravel 
strip was installed to capture 
and contain runoff within the 
planted area to further reduce 
irrigation needs.  Finally, engi-
neered wood fiber is used to 
reduce evaporation of irri-
gated water, moderate soil 
temperature, provide nutri-
ents into the landscape, and 
prevent germination of weeds, 
thereby reducing maintenance 
needs.  

     Construction at the site 
commenced in July of 2011 
and was completed just be-
fore the 2011/12 school year 
began at a cost of $132,000.   
 

     In order to ensure reliable water 
pressure and flow to the west/central 
area of the City during the highest water 
demand period (between 4 am to 8 am), 
the Edwards Hill Booster Station under-
went an extensive motor, pump and 
power equipment upgrade.  This pump 
station regulates water pressure for that 
portion of the City between Goldenwest 

and Edwards, and Yorktown and Ellis, 
and the Edwards Hill area.  Because of 
the upgrades, the available horsepower 
and pumping capacities at this facility 
were almost doubled and will allow 
seamless installation of higher capacity 
pumps in the future if demand increases. 

     This booster station is a dual drive/
dual power facility.  The primary mode 

of operation utilizes engines that run on 
natural gas and/or LPG, which in turn 
drive the pumps delivering water to the 
distribution system.  The second mode of 
operation utilizes electric motors requir-
ing Edison power to drive the pumps.  
This system provides significant flexibil-
ity and reliability in the operation of the 
facility. 



ponents of Low Impact Development 
and offer multiple benefits, includ-
ing protecting the ocean from storm 
runoff pollution by diverting water 
from municipal storm drain systems.   
Rain barrels also help to conserve 
water by reducing the demands on 
our potable water supply.  The 
“soft” rain water collected is ideal 
for plants and vegetable gardens.  
Many may question the use of rain 
barrels in our semi-arid climate, but 
for every inch of rain falling on a 
one thousand square foot roof, 600 
gallons of water can be collected.   

     For more information on barrel 
specifications and how to reserve up 
to four rain barrels, please visit 

     The Public Works Utilities Divi-
sion is proud to present a Rain Wa-
ter Barrel program for Huntington 
Beach water customers!  The 55-
gallon barrels can be purchased at 
the discounted price of $75.   

     Each barrel is outfitted with a ¾ 
inch spigot for garden hose attach-
ment and a side brass overflow that 
can be connected with other bar-
rels, increasing the water storage 
capacity.  The barrels have a 4 inch 
diameter inlet at the top with a 
tight steel mesh screen to prevent 
bugs and mosquitoes from entering 
the water.  

     Rain barrels are one of the com-

www.surfcity-hb.org/hbwater or 
call (714) 374-1796.  Reserved rain 
barrels will be available for pickup 
on Saturday, September 24th from 
10 am to 12 noon at the Huntington 
Beach Utilities Yard, 19001 Hunting-
ton Street.  After September 24th, 
there will be a small stock of rain 
barrels available for purchase.   

Public Works, Engineering 
2000 Main Street, 1st Floor 
Huntington Beach, CA 92648 

(714) 536-5431 

Who to call: 
For issues with my water/trash bill or to set up service 
Water Billing at (714) 536-5919 

To request a tree to be trimmed Parks, Trees, Landscape 
Division at (714) 536-5480 

To request a Public Works Inspection for curb/gutter, line/
grade, final  Engineering Desk at     (714) 536-5431 (All 
inspections require 48-hour notice) 

To report graffiti  City Yard  (714) 960-8861 

To get a permit to park my RV on the street Police Depart-
ment at (714) 536-5665 

For a building inspection, Flood Zone info or a Building 
Permit  Building Department at (714) 536-5271 

If my streetlight is out  SCE at (800) 684-8123 

For Beach Parking Passes, to reserve a park, or register for 
a City activity or class Community Services at (714) 536-
5486 

To file a claim against the City, for records information, or 
passport information City Clerk at (714) 536-5227 

For a Business License  Business License at (714) 536-5267 

Rain Water Barrels Available at the Utility Yard 

WWW.HUNTINGTONBEACHCA.GOV 

Other Information & Agencies 
When is street sweeping?  Go to http://hbmaps.surfcity-
hb.org/viewer.htm 

The Social Security Office is in Fountain Valley at 17075 
Newhope Street, Suite B  (714) 966-2466     www.ssa.gov 

County offices for Birth/Death Certificates, Marriage Li-
censes, and other County services are located in Santa Ana 
on Civic Center Drive  (714) 834-5400       www.oc.ca.gov 

Animal control (714) 935-6848           www.ocpetinfo.com 

Rainbow Disposal (714) 847-3581 

Orange County Sanitation District (714) 962-4211 

Vector Control (714) 971-2421 


