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- c¢/o Richardson Gray
415 Townsquare Lane #208
Huntington Beach, CA 92648
714-348-1928
- richardson.gray@yahoo.com

June 19, 2009

Kate Hoffman

Staff Liaison

Historical Resources Board

City of Huntington Beach

Huntington Beach Art Center :

538 Main Street : .
Huntington Beach, CA 92648 .

Re:  Main Street Library, 525 Main Street, Huntix_lgtOn'Beach

Dear Kate:

We very much appreciate the Historic Resources Board’s meeting with and sending
letters to your Council Liaisons, Joe Carchio and Jill Hardy, supporting the historic preservation
of the Main Street Library building. Our group of course believes that this endorsement is
especially fitting in the midst of our City’s centennial celebrations. In our opinion, the Main
Street Library is the most historically significant building in all of downtown Huntington Beach.
Moreover, we believe that its surrounding Triangle Park is the most historically significant park

in the entire City.

. Since your Board’s last meeting, the Planning Department has revised and delayed the
schedule for its Environmental Impact Report (EIR) and public meetings on the Downtown
Specific Plan (DTSP), as shown in the attached listing from the City’s website. The EIR and
DTSP are to include land use proposals for the Main Street lerary and the Triangle Park, on

which the library was built in 1951.

Our Downtown Residents Association (DRA) now has over 225 members. We have
gathered well in excess of 2,500 signatures from Huntington Beach residents for our-petition to
preserve the Main Street Library and its surrounding Triangle Park. By the time of the City



Kate Hoffman
June 19, 2009
Page 3

1nclud1ng Claremont College, Warner-Lambert Pharmaceutical, Owens- Cormng,
Pacific Telephone, and the City of Granada Hills.

Interestingly, the types of materials and methods employed for the commercial
buildings pictured in some of these articles are similar to the tilt-up, concrete.
panel construction used in the Main Street Library. Yet obviously, the Main
Street Library’s design and construction was completed in a far more attractive
and innovative fashion than these other commercial structures.

The 1968 article is McClellan’s obituary. This piece states, “Mr. McClellan
pioneered the tilt-up method of wall construction.” Of course, it was this same
tilt-up method of wall construction that Markwith and McClellan used at the Main
Street Library, only the second such structure in all of Southern California to use

these materials and methods.

The fifteen enclosed articles add to the two we provided to you on April 17",
from the Los Angeles Times as well, about a model home that Markwith co-
designed, and about Markwith and McClellan’s commercial development firm,
Buttress, McClellan, and Markwith.

Please let us know if you have any questions or comments about this letter or the attached
information. Thank you again for your consideration and support. -

Huntington Beach Downtown Residents Association

cc: Members of the Historic Resources Board
Stephanie Beverage, Library Director
Members of the Library Board
Hayden Beckman, Department of Planning _
Andrea Galvin, Galvin Preservation Associates

Nicole

Collum, Galyin Preservation Associates o

Dana Supernowicz



Simplici
Lee Plljowartg
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By Lee Howard

HE tradition that “shoe-
makers’ children always

go barefooted” does not apply .

to this architect’s own home

that is not only practical and

useful but in the best architec-
tural taste.

Denver Markwith Jr. and

5 eletted a lot

on a steep hillside that gave

them a view of Silver Lake and

the surrounding territory. The -

house they planned for it takes
full advantage of the interest-
ing site and has a beauty that
comes from simple, clean lines
and an interesting use of color.

The lot slopes away from the
steep street. For ‘the comfort
and convenience of guests and
as a safety measure too, a level
auto court for parkin'g has
been provided at the front of
the house. It serves as a drive-
way.and leads to the garage
which is built as part of the
house on the upper, or street,
level,

Exterior walls of the house
are plaster of a salmon color.
The front door is dark green
and the underpart of the eaves
is painted light green. The gar-
den at the front consists most-
ly of beds of ivy and potted
geraniums. The beds are in-
closed with brick and there is
a brick shelf for the potted
plants and also a tree well.
These all tie in with the mas-
sive brick chimney and become
part of the over-all picture of
the house.

The main rooms are on the
street level biit the area below,
made available by the steep
hillside, includes the laundry
and utility rooms and space for
a future bedroom, bath and
workroom, .

The main floor includes the
living room, dining voom,
kitchen, bedroom, bath and the
deck outside the living room
from which the view can be en-
joyed. The small entrance and
adjoining hall give access to
the bedroom and bath, the liv-

(Continued on Page Twenty-four)

Auto court at front of house provides guests with safe end convenient parking on steep
street. Exterior walls are salmon-colored plaster and the front door is a dark green.

Another view ol lwing room shows large windows overlocking deck
at left, with yellow drapes pulled back. Floor covering is neutral,

g

Wide brick chimney is supplemented by brick
driveway to hold potted plants. View is from garage door.

Fireplace end of living room has olive green wood paneling,
bookcase cabinets, set off by Philippine mahogany mantel.

Los'Angeles Times (1886-Current File); Mar 9, 1947; ProQuest Historical Newspapers Los Angeles Times (1881 - 1986)

AR

shelf along

Onler Studio pholoa
Living room and dining room walls are pale green,
draperies are bright yellow, furniture rust, gray.

Bedroom hos view window. Cabinet work is yellow
and draperies are olive green, reversing color plan.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



Simplieity
(Contianed from Page Three)

ing room and the stairway
which leads to the lower rooms.

Because the house is small
and there would be confusion
if one encountered a different
color scheme in going from
one room to another, the same
combinations have been main-
tained throughout the house.
In the living and dining rooms
the plaster walls are a pale
green; the cabinet work, wood
paneling at the fireplace and
wood trim are an olive green
and the draperies are bright
yellow. In the bedroom this has
been reversed and the ward-
robes and woodwork are yel-
low and the draperies a soft
olive green. Throughout the
house the floor coverings are
_neutral in color.

Both the bathroom and
kitchen have been painted
white with floors of gray Lino-

In the living room and din-
ing room Philippine mahogany
has been used for the mantel,
buffet, desk and coffee table.
The rest of the furniture fea-
tures tones of rust and gray.
In the bedroom the furniture
is natural wood with accents
in black.

Plenty of closets and ward-
robes have been incorporated
in the plan. The kitchen, al-
though small, is complete and
includes all the necessary
equipment within easy reach.
The rear entry includes extra
storage space and a desk for
the household accounts and
records. The laundry equip-
ment room is on the lower level.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



LEASE SIGNED FOR NEW INDUSTRY TRACT PLANT
Los Angeles Times (1886-Current File); Mar 14, 1954; ProQuest Historical Newspapers Los Angeles Times (1881 -
pg.

1986)

AN Tasd

homes in Lakewood: Plazo. Developmeént- is at Stude-
baker Road and Los Santos-Drive, south of Spring St.

IN FINAL UNIT — This four-bedroom “King-Size”
home typifies Aldon Construction Co.’s last unit of

Fradiaaszanco e

o - :

CONSTRUCTION SLATED—Above is shown design of
new home for the Arwood Precision Casting Corp, which
is set to be built on Vail Ave, in the Simons Industrial

-LEASE SIGNED FOR NEW

. INDUSTRY TRACT PLANT

' Arwood Precision Casting| Details of the new building
. Corp. of Brooklyn. N.Y., has|were disclosed by J. E. Me-~
. Jjust signed a.153-year lease for|Clellan, as follows:
. a. mew 27,000square-foot fac-{ The building will contain ap-

Tract. Lease negotiations fof it were handled by the
Gateway Property Co. e ruction the new

structure will be by Buttress & ellon,

terior walls and columns, with escent lighting. Truck loading
steel roof girders. *- faclliies and paved parking

The tool and die engipeering space for over 80 cars will be
space will' be a part of the 4000- provided. The structure is of
square-foot office:section,; which contemporary design set well
will have acoustic ceilings and back from the street, with inte-
asphalt tile floors with fluor- grated planting areas.

.’ tory to be built in Simons In-
dustrial Tract on Vail Ave. in
East Los Angeles, according to
Robert M. Gates of Gateway
Property Co:, leasing agent. To-
tal’ consideration is in excess
of §300,000, it was disclosed.

. “Our new western plant will
produce both ferrous and non-
ferrous lightweight irivestment
“castings, especially for the air-
craft industry,” Rawson . W,
‘Wood, company president, ex-
plained. Henry Bryk, newly
appointed California plant man-

* ager, stated that Arwood will
eventually employ more than
100 persons. :

A temporary display room at
the new plant location has been
equipped with a great number
of precision castings.

Structural Details

The new specialty casting
plant was designed by McClel
lan & Markwith. Denver Mark-
with Jr. is the architect. Con-
struction will be by Buttress &
McClellan, Ine. ‘

proximately 27,000 square feet
of an integrated small casting
facility. The building will have
a concrete slab floor, panelcrete,
precast, reinforced concrete ex-

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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