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5 © STUDY SESSION REPORT
TO: Planning Commission
FROM: Scott Hess, AICP, Director of Planning
BY: Jill Arabe, Assistant Planner <}
DATE: June 9, 2009

SUBJECT: CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT NO. 09-001 (SANDBOX SPORTS GRILL)
APPLICANT: Scott Natvig — Architect, 12528 Gilmore Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90066

BUSINESS
OWNER: Aaron Valenty, 8052 Adams Avenue, Huntington Beach, CA 92646

LOCATION: 8052 Adams Avenue, 92646 (southeast corner of Beach Blvd. and Adams Ave., behind
Mobil Gas Station)

*

PROJECT REQUEST AND SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS

Conditional Use Permit No. 09-001 represents a request to allow the establishment of 1) a 150 sq. ft. dance
floor, 2) alcohol service and consumption within an existing 1,110 sq. ft. outdoor dining area, and 3) valet
service for an existing 5,539 sq. ft. sports bar restaurant.

The subject site is located along the northern part of an integrated commercial center on the southeast
corner of Adams Avenue and Beach Boulevard, behind the Mobil gas station. The commercial center
consists of five buildings including the subject restaurant, an office building, Flight Wine Bar Restaurant,
Huntington Pet Vet Hospital, and Frog’s Express Car Wash. The restaurant currently operates with live
entertainment and alcohol service within the interior of the building, as permitted under Conditional Use
Permit No. 94-9. The applicant requests alcohol service and consumption within the 1,110 sq. ft. outdoor
dining patio area along the north and west of the building. The alcohol service within the outdoor dining
area would add to the dining experience of the restaurant. Additionally, the applicant requests to permit
dancing on 150 sq. ft. designated area within the lounge at the southeast interior of the building. Dancing
is proposed to operate only on Friday and Saturday nights. During the requested dancing hours, the
business is proposing to provide valet service.

The hours of operation for the subject site are proposed as follows:

DAYS | Sunday | Monday ~-Wednesday | Thursday | Friday Saturday
HOURS OF OPERATION 9AM - | 11AM - 11PM 11AM - 11AM-1AM | 9AM - 1AM
(INCLUDING OUTDOOR PATIO 10PM 12AM

ALCOHOL SERVICE)

PROPOSED DANCING HOURS n/a n/a n/a 7PM - 12AM | 7PM - 12AM
PROPOSED VALETHOURS | n/a n/a n/a 7PM - 1AM 7PM — 1AM
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CURRENT LAND USE, HISTORY OF SITE, ZONING AND GENERAL PLAN DESIGNATIONS

YN

Subject Property M-sp (Mixed use — specific SP-3 (Seabridge Specific Plan) — | Restaurant

plan) Subarea B-1
North of Subject Property | CG-F1-d (Commercial CG (Commercial General) Commercial — Newland
(across Adams Avenue) | General — 0.35 max floor area Center
— design overlay)
East of Subject Property | M-sp SP-3 Restaurant
South of Subject Property | M-sp SP-3 Animal Hospital
West of Subject Property | CG-F1 (Commercial General — | CG Gas Station
0.35 max floor area)

The subject site is within the Seabridge Specific Plan, which allows for commercial uses in the northwest
area of the specific plan.

The City originally approved the development of the commercial center in 1982, which consisted of four
parcels including the subject property, surrounding a landlocked parcel used for resource production (oil).
The commercial center was fully integrated by 1999, after the resource production area was developed with
an animal hospital. Currently, the center is composed of five separate parcels and five commercial
buildings with reciprocal parking and access. The five commercial buildings consist of two restaurants, an
office building, a self-serve car wash, and an animal hospital.

A total of 152 parking spaces are provided within the commercial center. Pursuant to Conditional Use
Permit No. 98-10, the animal hospital use required 23 parking spaces, which are all provided at the rear of
its respective parcel. The property is approved for a security gate, which prohibits night time use of this
rear parking lot. A total of 129 parking spaces are thus available for night time uses within the commercial
center. During the day, the 23 parking spaces are again accessible for all businesses in the center. The
restaurant at 8082 Adams Avenue, currently Flight Wine Bar Restaurant, was approved for valet parking
along the easterly property line per Conditional Use Permit No. 94-3.

APPLICATION PROCESS AND TIMELINES
DATE OF COMPLETE APPLICATION: MANDATORY PROCESSING DATE(S):
May 15, 2009 July 15, 2009

Conditional Use Permit No. 09-001 was filed on January 20, 2009 and deemed complete February 19,
2009. On April 2, 2009, the applicant filed a one-time 90-day extension to the mandatory processing time.
A request for valet service was added to the original application on April 21, 2009, and the application was
deemed complete on May 15, 2009. The application is scheduled for public hearing before the Planning
Commission on June 23, 2009.
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CEQA ANALYSIS/REVIEW

The proposed project is Categorically Exempt pursuant to Section 15301, Class 1, of the California
Environmental Quality Act, which states that projects involving negligible or no expansion of use are
exempt from further environmental review.

COMMENTS FROM CITY DEPARTMENTS AND OTHER PUBLIC AGENCIES

The Planning, Building & Safety, and Fire Departments have reviewed the application and identified
applicable code requirements. The Police Department (PD) has expressed concerns with maintaining a
restaurant atmosphere, previous violations of their entertainment permit, and proposed requests negatively
impacting noise-sensitive uses. PD has included conditions to place on the requested conditional use permit
(Attachment No. 4). As a result, the applicant has expressed willingness to resolve any issues with
preventative measures. At the request of Commissioner Speaker, the Police Department has provided a
memo listing the calls for Police Service at the business (Attachment No. 5).

PUBLIC MEETINGS, COMMENTS AND CONCERNS

There have been no public meetings regarding this request. To date, there have been no comments from
the public regarding this request.

PLANNING ISSUES

The primary issues for the Planning Commission to consider are potential noise impacts and land use
compatibility — dancing, outdoor dining patio with alcohol, and valet service.

ATTACHMENTS:

1. Vicinity Map

2. Site Plans, Floor Plan, and Elevations received and dated May 4, 2009
3. Project Narrative received May 8, 2009

4. Police Department Comments dated May 19, 2009

5. Police Department Memo — Calls for Service dated June 2, 2009
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Adams Ave

VICINITY MAP
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT NO. 09-001
(SANDBOX SPORTS GRILL - 8052 ADAMS AVENUE)

CTTACHMENTNO. 1
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Sand Box Restaurant
8052 Adams Avenue
Huntington Beach, California

Conditional Use Permit Amendment Narrative:

A. Description of project and services, including proposed us, square footage, hours
of operation, number of employees and other information as appropriate:

The existing Sand Box Restaurant is located at 8052 Adams Avenue. The
Restaurant is a Sport’s bar currently and will remain a sports bar. This
amendment is to apply for dancing during certain hours, valet during certain hours
as well as the right to be able to serve alcoholic beverages on the front (street-
side) outdoor patio. Currently, only food is allowed to be served on the patio.

Building Area: 5,367 s.f.

Hours and Days of operation:

Monday 11am-11pm

Tuesday 11am-11pm

Wednesday 11am — 11pm

Thursday 11am-12am v
Friday 11am - lam ( Dancing 7pm — 12am / Valet service 7pm — lam )

Saturday 9am -1am ( Dancing 7pm — 12am / Valet service 7pm — lam )

Sunday 9am — 10pm

Number of employees: 20

B. Reason for initiating this application:
This amendment is to apply for dancing and valet service during certain hours as
well as the right to be able to serve alcoholic beverages on the front (street-side)
outdoor patio. Currently, only food is allowed on the patio.

C. Description of surrounding uses:
North: Gas Station I

East: Bank R = (ﬁi !f— il"\"‘\\;,"? F‘{ﬁ\
=2l VISR
South: Restaurant / Night Club =
West: Dental Office MAY 08 2009
D. Description of Population being served: Huntington Beach
Restaurant / Sport’s Bar Clientele. PLANNING DEPT.
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yy @ HUNTINGTON BEACH
<] & POLICE DEPARTMENT

HUNTINGTON BEACH PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION CODE REQUIREMENTS

DATE: May 19, 2009

PROJECT NAME: SAND BOX SPORTS GRILL

PLANNING

APPLICATION NO. PLANNING APPLICATION NO. 2009-007
ENTITLEMENTS: CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT NO. 2009-001
DATE OF PLANS: MAY 04. 2009

PROJECT LOCATION: 8052 ADAMS AVENUE

PLAN REVIEWER: DET. BRIAN J. SMITH #1168
TELEPHONE/E-MAIL: (714)536-5995, BISMITH@HBPD.ORG

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: TO PERMIT THE ESTABLISHMENT AND OPERATION OF A 150 SQ. FT.
DANCE FOR DANCING, ALCOHOL SERVICE WITHIN 1,110 SQ. FT.
OUTDOOR DINING AREA, AND VALET SERVICE FOR EXISTING 5,300
SQ. FT. SPORTS BAR RESTAURANT.

The following is a list of code requirements deemed applicable to the proposed project based on plans
stated above. The list is intended to assist the applicant by identifying requirements which must be
satisfied during the various stages of project permitting and implementation. A list of conditions of
approval adopted by the Planning Commission in conjunction with the requested entitlement(s), if any,
will also be provided upon final project approval. If you have any questions regarding these
requirements, please contact the Plan Reviewer.

The Sandbox Sports Grill is located along Adams Avenue east of Beach Blvd. The location is in close
proximity to multi-family complexes south and east of the location. The business shares a common
parking lot with the Flight Wine Bar.

The two businesses attract more patrons than available parking spaces. This forces patrons to park
in the Newland Center parking lot. Patrons transiting to and from this parking lot must cross Adams
Ave at the controlled intersections of Beach Blvd or Coldwater Lane. Based on officers observations
and directed enforcement, patrons frequently illegally cross Adams Avenue directly in front of the
business.

Officers observing traffic patterns around the location also recognize that the current location of the

valet attendants creates congestion throughout the parking lot causing vehicles to stop in the
designated fire lanes and obstructing traffic on Adams Avenue.

KTTACHMENT NO. Wl
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On October 10, 2008 at 12:54 AM, a nearby resident contacted the police department regarding loud
music emitting from the business. Officers verified the noise originated from the location and advised
an employee about the complaint.

In January 2009, the location had two assaults with deadly weapons calls for service. During one
incident the suspect was an underage intoxicated patron. During that investigation officers located
another minor inside the premise consuming alcohol. The minor used a real identification card
belonging to another female that was obviously not her to gain access to the location.

On March 28, 2009 at 1:34 AM a fight erupted in the parking lot involving intoxicated patrons from the
Sandbox Sports Girill.

On April 1, 2009 at 11:45 PM a citizen contacted the Huntington Beach Police Department to
complain about loud music coming from Sandbox Sports Girill.

On May 11, 2009 at 12:17 AM a citizen contacted the Huntington Beach Police Department to
complain about loud music coming from Sandbox Sports Grill and Flight Wine Bistro.

The Police Department has issued the business four civil citations. On December 13, 2008 the
location was cited for permitting loud music audible beyond 50 feet for a period longer than five
minutes after 10:00 PM. On January 18, 2009 the location was cited when officers located a minor
inside the premise without a parent or guardian while entertainment was present. On March 7, 2009,
the location was cited for permitting loud music audible beyond 50 feet, a violation of their
Entertainment Permit. On March 28, 2009 the location was cited for loud music audible over 100 feet
from the business after the police department received a citizen complaint.

The Police Department has concerns over disturbances originating at this location as it is currently
operated as a general eating place (restaurant). Based upon other similarly designed locations in
Huntington Beach, the addition of a provision authorizing dancing at a location not specifically
designed for this activity increases the number of disturbances and requires additional security staff
to ensure the safety of patrons. Therefore, the police department is against any provision that would
allow dancing at the location. The business will become more of a night club than a restaurant.

The Police Department would also like to ensure the location operates as a restaurant and not a
night club or bar which could increase the likelihood for alcohol related crimes. Permitting
unrestricted outdoor dining and consumption of alcohol will increase the likelihood of disturbances of
patrons congregating in this area; therefore the police department recommends the following
conditions:

1. Dancing will not be permitted.

2. Alcoholic beverages will only be permitted in the designated “L” shaped patio area located
along the north and west side of the location.

3. Patrons will not be permitted in the patio areas along the south and east sides of the
business.

4. Food from the regular restaurant menu must be available from opening until one-half hour
prior to the scheduled closing time.

ATTACHMENT NO, &
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. Valet attendants and valet service shall not operate in a manner which obstructs the
designated fire lanes or in a manner which creates congestion on the public roadway, or
impedes the public sidewalk.

. When an off-site location is utilized for parking of vehicles by valet attendants or employees of
the applicant, a written agreement between the applicant and the property owner of the off-
site location, or a representative of the owner, shall be filed and maintained with the City of
Huntington Beach.

. When an off-site location is utilized for parking of vehicles by valet attendants or employees of
the applicant, at least one uniformed security officer shall be designated to patrol the area
where vehicles are parked at least thirty minutes after the business has closed. The security
officer shall possess a valid State of California Guard Card.

. There shall be a 6 month and 12 month review of this permit from the date of issuance.

ATTACHMENT NO. 42



°L CITY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH

& e INTER-DEPARTMENT COMMUNICATION
HUNTINGTON BEACH
TO: Scott Hess, Planning Director
A

FROM: C. Thomas, Captain
Uniform Division Com der

DATE: June 2, 2009

SUBJECT: Sandbox Calls for Service as of June 2, 2009

Attached are the calls for police service at the Sandbox, 8052 Adams Avenue,
Huntington Beach, as of today. In addition, four adults have been arrested for driving
under the influence (DUI) in 2009 who told the arresting officers they had been drinking
at the Sandbox. These DUI arrests were made not in the immediate area of the
Sandbox.

The Sandbox has been issued six civil citations. The business has paid for two of the
citations so far.
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