‘L @ ~ City of Huntington Beach Planning Department

| STAFF REPORT

HUNTINGTON BEACH

TO: Planning Commission

FROM: Scott Hess, AICP, Director of Planning
BY: Andrew Gonzales, Assistant Planner Az
DATE: July 22,2008

SUBJECT: 2007-2008 FLOOD MANAGEMENT PLAN ANNUAL REVIEW

APPLICANT: City of Huntington Beach Planning Department, 2000 Main Street, Huntington Beach,
CA 92648
LOCATION: Citywide

STATEMENT OF ISSUE:

The City of Huntington Beach Planning Department requests Planning Commission review of the Flood
Management Plan (FMP) annual review report.

¢ The FMP was approved by the City Council in September 2000 following a recommendation of
approval by the Planning Commission.

¢ The FMP identifies potential local flood hazards and recommended activities to mitigate flood
damage.

¢ The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) requires an annual review of the FMP’s
recommended activities to demonstrate that the City is actively pursuing their implementation. The
annual review covers the period from July 1, 2007 through June 30, 2008. Following Planning
Commission and City Council review the report must be submitted to FEMA by October 1 of each
year as part of the City’s annual re-certification.

RECOMMENDATION:

Motion to:

“Accept the Flood Management Plan annual review as adequate and complete and forward to the City
Council for their review.”

ALTERNATIVE ACTION:

The Planning Commission may take alternative action such as:

“Continue the Flood Management Plan Annual Review and direct staff accordingly.”
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PROJECT PROPOSAL:

Flood Management Plan Annual Review represents a request to review the progress made over the past 12
months in implementing the recommended activities of the Flood Management Plan (FMP) pursuant to
Section 9 (Implementation) of the document.

Following Planning Commission and City Council review the report must be submitted to FEMA by
October 1 of each year as part of the City’s annual re-certification. Failure to adhere to this deadline will
jeopardize the City’s participation in the flood insurance program.

This is the eighth annual review of the FMP. The Planning Commission, City Council, and FEMA have
accepted each past annual review as adequate and complete. The annual review and associated activities
maintain the City’s good standing with FEMA.

BACKGROUND:

The City joined the FEMA flood insurance program in 1983 with the adoption of floodplain regulations.
Following City Council direction in 1994, the Planning Department submitted an application to FEMA for
participation in the Community Rating System (CRS), a special program that rewards communities that
implement more activities than the minimum requirements for participation in the flood insurance
program. CRS works by awarding points for implementing certain activities. The points are then related
to a class rating which allows a reduction in flood insurance premiums. Following a reverification visit by
FEMA'’s consultant, the City became a class 7 community effective October 1999. This allows property
owners in flood zones AE, A, V, and VE a 15% reduction in flood insurance premium. A 5% reduction is
the maximum available to property owners in flood zone X.

ISSUES:

General Plan Conformance:

The FMP continues to be consistent with the following applicable General Plan goals:

EH 4 — Eliminate, to the greatest degree possible, the risk from flood hazards to life, property, public
investment and social order in the City of Huntington Beach.

U 3 — Provide a flood control system which is able to support the permitted land uses while preserving the
public safety; upgrade existing deficient systems; and pursue funding sources to reduce the costs of flood
control provision in the City.

EH 5 — Protect human life, to the greatest extent feasible, from tsunamis and seiche hazards.

Zoning Compliance: Not applicable.
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Environmental Status:

The annual review is categorically exempt pursuant to Class 6, Section 15306 of the California
Environmental Quality Act which states that information collection that does not result in major
disturbance to an environmental resource is exempt from any environmental review.

Coastal Status: Not applicable.

Redevelopment Status: Not applicable.

Design Review Board: Not applicable.

Subdivision Committee: Not applicable.

Other Departments Concerns and Requirements: All updates received from all responsible departments
have been noted in this staff report and in the attached FMP recommended activities matrix.

Public Notification: Not applicable.

Application Processing Dates:

DATE OF COMPLETE APPLICATION: MANDATORY PROCESSING DATE(S):
Not applicable October 1, 2008

ANALYSIS:

Section 8.0 (Recommendation) of the FMP contains recommended activities to implement the goals of the
FMP to reduce flood damage. A matrix of the various activities, responsible departments, and status of
each activity to date is included in this staff report (Attachment No. 1). The purpose of the annual review
is to demonstrate the progress that has been made in carrying out the recommended activities during the
review period of July 1, 2007 through June 30, 2008. An update to various sections of the FMP is also
identified below.

Section 5.6 — Protective Measures in Effect or Under Construction

County Projects

During the past twelve months the County continued improvements to the Huntington Beach flood control
channel located in the southeastern part of the City to make it 100-year flood compliant. The County
recently completed the remaining unimproved segment of the Huntington Beach channel section from
Indianapolis Avenue to Adams Avenue. The County is in the process of finalizing an application for a
map amendment. It is anticipated that the final FEMA determination on the map amendment request will
take at least one to two years. A letter of map revision was issued for Talbert Channel in July 2007
removing an area generally located between Yorktown Avenue and Adams Avenue from the flood zone.
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Completion of the remaining unimproved segments of the East Garden Grove Wintersburg flood control
channel will result in additional reduction to the floodplain. Attachment No. 2 to this report is an excerpt
from the County’s seven-year flood control projects plan. It shows that portions of the East Garden Grove
Wintersburg channel within the City are tentatively scheduled for $46,800,000 in improvements over the
next few years. The Westminster flood control channel is also tentatively slated for improvement.

Local Projects

Several local projects have continued to progress. The Public Works Department has recently awarded
storm drain projects in the consolidated redevelopment area with construction to begin in the spring of
2008. Design is nearing completion on the rebuild of the Heil Pump Station; however funding has yet to
be authorized for construction of this project. In addition, the Newland Street widening, which involves
the construction of a new storm drain to alleviate area flooding, is underway with an anticipated
completion date of 2009.

Flood Insurance

According to the National Flood Insurance Program the number of flood insurance policies citywide
remains steady while the amount of insurance premiums paid has increased as follows:

May 2006 April 2007 April 2008
Number of Policies 10,471 10,330 10,079
Amount of Premiums $6,102,412 $6,841,992 $7,324,822

SUMMARY:

Staff believes that the annual review demonstrates that the City continues to actively pursue
implementation of the FMP and recommends that the Planning Commission accept the annual review as
adequate and complete and forward it to the City Council for their review.

ATTACHMENTS:
1. 2007-2008 Annual Review Matrix
2. Excerpt from County of Orange Flood Control Projects 7-Year Plan (2008)
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ATTACHMENT NO. 2

EXCERPT FROM COUNTY OF ORANGE FLOOD CONTROL
PROJECTS 7-YEAR PLAN
(2008)

2007-2008 | CO5 2,600 ft. downstream of Graham to 8,000,000
upstream of Graham

2007-2008 | CO5 Upstream of Graham to Warner 15,800,000

2009-2010 | CO5 Warner to downstream of Goldenwest 15,000,000

2010-2011 CO5 Confluence w/ CO6 to Beach 8,000,000

2011-2012 | CO4 Bolsa Chica Rd. to Springdale/Edinger 13,000000

Total 59,800,000

CO6 — Ocean View Channel
CO5 - East Garden Grove Wintersburg flood control channel
CO4 — Westminster flood control channel

(First year projects are for budgeting purposes. The subsequent years are subject to funding and
prioritization.)
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