
• Observed 284 violations and 
abated 235 violations 

 

• Issued 28 notices of violation    
and 4 civil citations 

 

• On average, gained compliance 
within 31 days from the date of 
the initial complaint 
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• Completed 24 on-site visits with 
property owners or responsible 
parties to educate them on code 
enforcement violations and       
resources available to bring their 
properties into compliance. 

 
• Continued to conduct the series of  

Neighborhood Workshops to edu-
cate and inform residents on City 
efforts to improve neighborhood 
quality of life. 

 
 

 
 

 

IIn January 2009, the Code Enforce-
ment/Neighborhood  Preservation Divi-
sion opened 364 new cases, conducted 
725 inspections, and successfully      
resolved 297 cases. 
Other achievements included: 

 

• Received/returned over                
1,336 phone calls 

 

• Initiated 328 proactive cases  

 

• Responded to 79% of all             
complaints in 1 day or less 

 

• Inspected 82.6% of all complaints 
within 48 hours 

 

• Averaged 1.27 days from initial call 
to first inspection 

 

 

Overview of  January   Overview of  January   
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Top Ten Violations by Type 

••  Rubbish/Refuse Accumulation 31%Rubbish/Refuse Accumulation 31%  
••  Discarded Furniture 35%Discarded Furniture 35%  
••  Lawn Parking 9%Lawn Parking 9%  
••  Obstructing Public Right of Way 9%Obstructing Public Right of Way 9%  
••  Abandoned/Inop Vehicles 7%Abandoned/Inop Vehicles 7%  
••  Signs/Banners 5%Signs/Banners 5%  
••  Hazardous/Unsanitary Premises 4%Hazardous/Unsanitary Premises 4%  
••  Overgrown/Dead Vegetation 3%Overgrown/Dead Vegetation 3%  
••  Construction w/o permit 3%Construction w/o permit 3%  
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Code Enforcement plays an 
integral part in maintaining 
the housing stock in Hunt-
ington Beach, and takes pro-
active approach to insure 
residential and commercial 
properties adhere to estab-
lished property maintenance 
standards. Some may not 
like the “Notice of Viola-
tion” they have received to 
trim their overgrown vegeta-
tion, or to paint their exterior 
trim, move their  inoperable  
vehicle from public view, or 
not to park on their front 
lawn, but these issues all 
contribute to a piece of the 
puzzle of visual blight.  
Code Enforcement’s goal is 
to provide quality service 
while maintain and enhance 
our vibrant community. 

Foreclosures don't just hurt 
individuals and families; they 
hurt entire neighborhoods 
and communities, leaving 
homes abandoned and vul-
nerable to vagrancy and 
crime. Properties  with pools, 
may have green water, which 
is a code violation and vector 
hazard. Vegetation may die 
in some areas and other areas 
may become overgrown. 
When exterior property main-
tenance ceases, a decrease in 
property values to the sur-
rounding areas may result. 
Foreclosed properties shrink 
city and county tax revenues, 
making it harder to provide 
quality programs, public 
safety, code enforcement and 
other services. 

The challenge for Code En-
forcement has been verifying 
who owns the property and 

establishing who will main-
tain the property in accor-
dance with the city’s stan-
dards.  Code Enforcement 
has observed  cases where 
the neighbors have been 
maintaining the front yard 
landscaping  of abandoned 
properties, thus minimizing  
the visual blight in their area. 
The best method for elimi-
nating the visual blight of an 
abandoned property is to 
contact Code Enforcement 
immediately. The earlier 
Code Enforcement estab-
lishes a case the quicker they 
can identify a responsible 
party for the property and 
mitigate any code violations.  

Next to the location, prop-
erty maintenance, also 
known  as “curb appeal”,   is 
the single largest factor in 
maintaining property values. 

To report a Code  
Violation: 

DCall the Code Enforcement       
reporting line at:                
.714-375-5155 .                                     
.or email:   .                        
jdemers@surfcity-hb.org 

 

DState the nature of  your      
complaint. 

DProvide the address where 
the  violation exists. 

DLeave your first name and      
contact information. This is 
important, as it allows the 
officer to ask additional 
questions and provide you 
with updates if requested. 

 
For the status of an   
existing complaint: 
 

DCall the City’s Automated 
Inspection Line at: .              
.(714) 536-5241              .    
. and press “22”. 

 
Or 
 
DContact the Code Enforce-

ment Officer assigned to 
your case. 

C I T Y  O F  H U N T I N G T O N  B E A C H  
Volume II, Issue 12 

Febuary 2009 

Code Enforcement  
Maintaining Your Homes & Neighborhoods 

City of Huntington Beach, Department of Planning, Code Enforcement/Neighborhood Preservation Division 
2000 Main Street, Huntington Beach, California 92648  • (714) 375-5155  • (714) 374-1540 Fax 

Doing Your Part in Maintaining Property Values 

Before  After 

Dead and overgrown vegetation is not only an obvious fire hazard, but  it can also be a  health and 
safety code violation. Dead and overgrown vegetation can harbor rats, rodent and other vectors. 
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