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PUBLIC NOTICE 
CITY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH  

PLANNING AND BUILDING DEPARTMENT 

 
NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY 

OF THE NOTICE OF PREPARATION 
OF A DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 

FOR A MUNICIPAL CODE AMENDMENT REGULATING THE USE OF 
PLASTIC CARRYOUT BAGS AND RECYCLABLE PAPER CARRYOUT 

BAGS AND PROMOTING THE USE OF REUSABLE BAGS 
AND NOTICE OF A PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING 

 
Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Report for a Municipal Code 
amendment regulating the use of plastic carryout bags and recyclable paper carryout bags 
and promoting the use of reusable bags. 
 
The City of Huntington Beach has prepared a Notice of Preparation (NOP) for a draft 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the proposed project. The NOP includes an environmental 
assessment that identifies the potential environmental impacts to be addressed in the EIR.   
 
The NOP will be available for public review and comment for 30 days, commencing Thursday, 
November 17, 2011 and ending Monday, December 19, 2011.  Written comments on the NOP 
must be submitted to Hayden Beckman, Planning Aide, City of Huntington Beach Planning and 
Building Department, 2000 Main Street, Huntington Beach, California 92648 by 5:00 PM, 
Monday, December 19, 2011.  A copy of the NOP is on file at the following locations: 
 

1. Planning and Building Department, 3rd Floor, 2000 Main Street, Huntington Beach, CA 92648; 
2. Central Library, 7111 Talbert Avenue, Huntington Beach, CA 92647; and 
3. City website at 

http://www.huntingtonbeachca.gov/Government/Departments/Planning/Environmentalrep
orts.cfm 

 
Project Description: 
The project involves the adoption of a proposed ordinance (Ordinance) by the City of Huntington 
Beach City Council that would prohibit distribution of plastic carry-out bags in commercial point 
of sale purchases within the City of Huntington Beach, and establish a ten (10) cent charge on the 
issuance of recyclable paper carry-out bags at all grocery stores and supermarkets, drug stores, 

affected by the proposed ordinance would be required to provide reusable bags to customers either 
for sale or at no charge, and each store would be strongly encouraged to promote the use of 
reusable bags through staff education and customer outreach.  
 
The Ordinance would also prohibit the distribution of compostable and biodegradable plastic 
carry-out bags, as they are included in the definition of a plastic carry-out bag. The Ordinance 
requires that the paper bags be one hundred percent (100%) recyclable overall, contain a minimum 
of forty percent (40%) post-consumer recycled material, and be accepted for recycling in curbside 
programs within the City, among other criteria. The Ordinance further requires that reusable bags 
be specifically designed and manufactured for a minimum lifetime of 125 uses, be machine 
washable or made from a material that can be cleaned or disinfected, does not contain lead, 



cadmium, or other heavy element in toxic amounts, among other criteria. Plastic bags that are a 
minimum of 2.25 mils thick are considered to be reusable bags per the definition in the Ordinance.  
 
The Ordinance would exempt from the ten (10) cent charge those customers who are participating 
in either the California Special Supplemental Food Program for the Women, Infants, and Children 
or the Supplemental Food Program. All applicable stores must provide at the point of sale, free of 
charge, either reusable bags or recyclable paper carry-out bags or both, to these customers, at the 

n reusable bags, or no bag at all. 
 
Scoping Meeting 
 
A meeting will be held during the comment period to take comments related to the scope of the 
environmental issues to be analyzed within the draft EIR.  The meeting will be held at 6:00 PM on 
Wednesday, December 7, 2011 in the Talbert Room at Huntington Beach Library located at 7111 
Talbert Avenue, Huntington Beach, California.  For further information, please contact Hayden 
Beckman at 714-374-5317. 


































































