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STAFF REPORT

HUNTINGTON BEACH

——

TO: Planning Commission

FROM: Scott Hess, AICP, Director of Planning and Building
BY: Tess Nguyen, Associate Planner /)M

DATE: April 26, 2011

SUBJECT: APPEAL OF THE DIRECTOR’S APPROVAL OF SIGN CODE EXCEPTION
NO. 10-001 (FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH SIGNS)

APPLICANT: Curtis Templeton, 1207 Main Street, Huntington Beach, CA 92648
APPELLANT: Council Member Connie Boardman

PROPERTY
OWNER: First Christian Church, 1211 Main Street, Huntington Beach CA 92648

LOCATION: 1211 Main Street, 92648 (southwest corner of Main Street and Adams Avenue)

STATEMENT OF ISSUE:

+ Sign Code Exception No. 10-001 request:
- To permit a total sign area of approximately 450 sq. ft. (a total of 17 signs—12 freestanding signs
and 5 wall signs) in lieu of 32 sq. ft. for the First Christian Church complex.

+ Appeal of the Director’s approval of the above entitlement with following concerns:
— Design Review Board’s input in reviewing the proposed signs;
— Director’s authority to grant a sign code exception for sign height and sign area;
— Method of sign area calculation; and
— Classification of wall signs and freestanding signs.

+ Staff’s Recommendation:

Approve Sign Code Exception No. 10-001 based upon the following:

- The proposed signs are compatible with the character of the area and are needed due to the size
and operation of the church campus.

- The proposed signs will not adversely affect other signs in the area due to the general interior
orientation, distance from any single family residences, and general on-site location and
placement.

- The proposed signs will not adversely affect properties located in the vicinity because they will
not include flashing or high intensity lighting in addition to locating away from residential
properties.

- The freestanding signs will not obstruct vehicular or pedestrian traffic visibility on surrounding
streets.

#B-1




VICINITY MAP
SIGN CODE EXCEPTION NO. 10-001
(FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH SIGNS - 1211 MAIN STREET)
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RECOMMENDATION:

Motion to:

“Approve Sign Code Exception No. 10-001 with suggested findings and conditions of approval
(Attachment No. 1).”

ALTERNATIVE ACTION(S):

The Planning Commission may take alternative actions such as:
A. “Deny Sign Code Exception No. 10-001 with findings for denial.”
B. “Continue Sign Code Exception No. 10-001 and direct staff accordingly.”

PROJECT PROPOSAL:

Sign Code Exception No. 10-001 represents a request to permit the total sign area of approximately 450
sq. ft. (a total of 17 signs—12 freestanding signs and 5 wall signs) in lieu of 32 sq. ft. for the First
Christian Church complex.

Signs are regulated pursuant to Chapter 233, Signs, of the Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision
Ordinance (HBZSO) (Attachment No. 9). The proposal includes the following signs:

Freestanding Signs—Total Area of 258 sq. ft.
— Three (3) vehicular wayfinding signs (24 sq. ft. each)
- Six (6) pedestrian wayfinding signs (7 sq. ft. each)
— Three (3) informational signs (48 sq. ft. each)

Wall Signs—Total Area of 182 sq. ft.
— The Pier Sign (25 sq. ft.)
— The Shed Lettering (102 sq. ft.)
— Shed Graphic 1 (12 sq. ft.)
— Shed Graphic 2 (42 sq. ft.)
— Café Lettering (11 sq. ft.)

Total Sign Area—450 sq. ft

Director of Planning and Building Action:

On February 15, 2011, the Director of Planning and Building (Director) conditionally approved SCE No.
10-001, which combined with the signs listed in the Planned Sign Program recommended by the Design
Review Board (DRB), with findings and conditions to permit the total sign area of approximately 440 sq.
ft. (a total of 17 signs—12 freestanding signs and 5 wall signs) in lieu of 32 sq. ft. for the First Christian
Church complex (Attachment No. 5). The Director considered the recommended findings and conditions
of approval recommended by the DRB, including the special circumstances of the property, the potential
impacts to other signs and properties in the vicinity, and the potential to obstruct vehicular or pedestrian
traffic visibility and approved all of the signs using Sign Code Exception (HBZSO Section 233.04.C).
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Before the Director acted on the Sign Code Exception application, a 10-working day notice of pending
review was sent out on December 20, 2010 to property owners and occupants within a 300 foot radius of
the subject property (Attachment No. 16). The notice provided for additional comments from the public.
Two letters were received, one from David Treiman (Attachment No. 12) and one from Curtis Templeton,
the applicant (Attachment No. 13). To allow for additional due process, the Director met with both Mr.
Treiman and the applicant to consider the issues raised in the letters before making his decision. After
further review of the sign regulations (Chapter 233 of the HBZSO), the two reviews by the DRB, and Mr.
Treiman’s comments, the Director determined that the Sign Code Exception was the appropriate code
section to approve the proposed signs.

Appeal:

On February 24, 2011 Council Member Connie Boardman appealed the Director’s decision to the
Planning Commission, citing concerns with the Design Review Board’s input in reviewing the proposed
signs, the Director’s authority to grant a sign code exception for sign height and sign area, the method of
sign area calculation, and the classification of wall signs and freestanding signs (Attachment No. 4).

Study Session:

The item was presented at the April 12, 2011 Planning Commission study session meeting. Staff gave a
brief overview of the project including recent approval by the Director, appeal of the Director’s decision,
and primary issues to consider. The Planning Commission raised the following issues/questions:

= Summary of Existing and Proposed Signs
SCE No. 10-011 includes a total of 17 signs (twelve freestanding signs and five wall signs).
Eleven of the 17 signs were installed without the benefit of building permits. Below is a summary
of proposed sign sizes, installation, and approval. Refer to site plan and elevations in Attachment
No. 2 for more detailed information on the signs.

PROPOSED DRB DIRECTOR
TYPES OF SIGN INSTALLATION SIGN SIZE SIGN AREA DIMENSIONS RECOMMENDED | APPROVED
Freestanding Signs
Vehicular Wayfinding 1 Installed 24 sq. ft. 3x& 24 sq. ft. 24 sq. ft.
Vehicular Wayfinding 2 Installed 24 sq. ft. 3Ix® 24 sq. ft. 24 sq. ft.
Vehicular Wayfinding 3 Installed 24 sq. ft. 3Ix& 24 sq. ft. 24 sq. ft.
Pedestrian Wayfinding 1 Not Installed 7 sq. ft. 3.5x2 7 sq. ft. 7 sq. ft.
Pedestrian Wayfinding 2 Not Installed 7sq. fi 3.5°x2 7 sq. ft 7 sq. ft
Pedestrian Wayfinding 3 Not Installed 7 sq. ft 3.°x2’ 7 sq. ft 7sq. ft
Pedestrian Wayfinding 4 Not Installed 7sq. ft 3.5°x2 7 sq. ft 7 sq. ft
Pedestrian Wayfinding 5 Not Installed 7sq. ft 3.°x2 7 sq. ft 7sq. ft
Pedestrian Wayfinding 6 Not Installed 7 sq. ft. 35°x2 7 sq. ft. 7 sq. ft.
Informational Sign 1 Installed 48 sq. ft. 12 x 4° 48 sq. ft. 48 sq. ft.
Informational Sign 2 Installed 48 sq. ft. 122x4 48 sq. ft. 48 sq. ft.
Informational Sign 3 Installed 48 sq. ft. 12’ x4’ 48 sq. ft. 48 sq. ft.
Wall Signs
The Pier Sign Installed 25 sq. ft. 7.5’ x3.3% 25 sq. ft. 25 sq. ft.
The Shed Lettering Installed 102 sq. ft. 6’x2)+(15x6") 102 sq. ft. 102 sq. ft.
Shed Graphic 1 Installed 12 sq. ft. 4 x3 12 sq. ft. 12 sq. ft.
Shed Graphic 2 Installed 42 sq. ft. 25 x12)+QR.1’x5.5) 32 sq. ft.* 32 sq. ft.
Café Lettering Installed 11 sq. ft. 6’ x1.83 11 sq. ft. 11 sq. ft.
TOTAL 450 sq. fi. 440 sq. fi. 440 sq. ft.

* The DRB recommended this sign to be a changeable copy sign only and max. 32 sq. ft.

PC Staff Report — 04/26/11

4

11sr24 SCE 10-01 First Christian Church Signs Appeal




= The Method of Sign Calculation
In accordance to Section 233.28 of the HBZSO, the area of a sign is calculated as the area included
within the outer dimensions of a sign. For signs without a border or frame, the area shall be within
a rectangle or eight continuous straight lines formed around the extreme outer limits of the sign
message, including all figures and any background or color which is integral part of the sign.

= Chronology of Sign Approval
Below is a timeline of the First Christian Church signs:

August 13, 2010

September 22, 2010

November 3, 2010

November 5, 2010

November 8, 2010

November 10, 2010

November 19, 2010

December 9, 2010

December 20, 2010

PC Staff Report — 04/26/11

Planned Sign Program (PSP) No. 10-003 and Design Review (DR) No. 10-
035 applications submitted.

Plans were revised to incorporate staff’s comments.

Neighborhood Notification mailed for 11/10/10 DRB meeting (Attachment
No. 14).

Sign Code Exception (SCE) No. 10-001 application submitted.

SCE No. 10-001/PSP No. 10-003/DR No. 10-035 applications deemed
complete.

DRB meeting—Staff presented the design, location and materials of the
proposed signs (SCE/PSP). Curtis Templeton, the applicant, presented the
project and provided the purpose and reason for the signs. David Treiman, a
resident, questioned the legality of the City’s review process of the proposed
project and submitted a 2-page letter to the DRB (Attachment No. 10).
Stephen Kluewer, a resident, requested clarification of the proposed project.
The DRB continued item for re-notification (Attachment No. 6).

Neighborhood Notification mailed for 12/09/10 DRB meeting (Attachment
No. 15).

DRB meeting—Staff presented the proposed signs (SCE/PSP) and the
recommended findings and conditions of approval. David Treiman, a
resident, spoke about the legal issues with the City’s interpretation of the
Code in reviewing the proposed signs, the right to public comment under the
Brown Act, and information in the notice. He also submitted a 6-page letter
to the DRB (Attachment No. 11). The DRB discussed design, location, and
materials of all the proposed signs. The DRB recommended approval of all
the proposed signs to the Director with recommended findings and
conditions of approval (Attachment No. 7).

Neighborhood Notification mailed of pending Director’s review of project.
Comments due January 11, 2011.
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January 4, 2011 David Treiman submitted an 8-page comment letter (Attachment No. 12).
January 11, 2011 Curtis Templeton submitted a 1-page comment letter (Attachment No. 13).
January 24, 2011 Director/staff met with David Treiman to review his comment letter.

January 26, 2011 Director/staff met with John Bayhi (First Christian Church) to review their
comment letter.

February 15,2011  Director considered all other comments and DRB’s recommendation and
approved SCE No. 10-001 with modified findings and modified conditions
of approval for a total sign area of 440 sq. ft. for 17 signs (3 vehicular
wayfinding signs, 6 pedestrian wayfinding signs, 3 informational signs, and
5 wall signs) (Attachment No. 5). The two existing monument signs are
proposed to be refaced only and were not included in the SCE No. 10-001.

February 24,2011  Director’s decision is appealed by Council Member Boardman (Attachment
No. 4). '

®  Public Comments
Public comments were made at the study session that staff didn’t follow the code and process. In
response, staff believes it did follow the code and process, provided notice of the DRB meetings
and of the pending Director’s decision. In addition, the Director met with those individuals who
provided written comments before rendering a decision. The following summarizes the process.

As part of the required Neighborhood Notification for the Sign Code Exception with Design
Review Board review, notices were sent to all property owners and occupants within a 300 foot
radius of the subject property to invite them to attend, express opinions or submit comments
regarding the application. Notices were sent out for the November 10, 2010 DRB meeting on
November 3, 2010. Two members of the public (David Treiman and Stephen Kluewer), along
with the applicant (Curtis Templeton), attended the meeting and provided comments regarding the
proposed signs at the November 10 DRB meeting. Because of insufficient noticing time, the
November 10, 2010 DRB meeting was continued to the December 9, 2010 meeting to allow
additional time to provide notification of the proposed project. Notices were sent out for the
December 9, 2010 DRB meeting on November 19, 2010. One member of the public (David
Treiman), along with the applicant (Curtis Templeton), attended the meeting and provided
comments regarding the proposed signs at the December 9 DRB meeting. After considering the
comments and analyzing the proposed signs, the DRB recommended approval of the proposed
project to the Director with recommended findings and conditions of approval.

Before the Director acted on the Sign Code Exception application, notices were sent out to all
property owners and occupants within a 300 foot radius of the subject property to invite them to
submit comments regarding the application. Notices were sent out on December 20, 2010 with
comments due by January 11, 2011. Two letters were received, one from David Treiman
(Attachment No. 12) and one from Curtis Templeton, the applicant (Attachment No. 13). The
Director met with both Mr. Treiman and the applicant to consider the issues raised in the letters
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before making his decision. On February 15, 2011, the Director approved SCE No. 10-001 with
modified findings and modified conditions of approval for a total sign area of 440 sq. ft. for 17
signs - 3 vehicular wayfinding signs, 6 pedestrian wayfinding signs, 3 informational signs, and 5
wall signs (Attachment No. 5).

ISSUES:

Subject Property And Surrounding Land Use, Zoning And General Plan Designations:

LOCATION | GENERAL PLAN ZONING LAND USE
Subject Property: P(RL) (Public — PS (Public- Semipublic) Religious Assembly/
Residential Low Density Pre-School
Underlying Designation)
North (across 17" St.) OS-P (Open Space —Park) | OS-PR (Open Space — Worthy Community
Parks and Recreation Park, Huntington Beach
Subdistrict) High School
Northeast (across Adams | RL-7 (Residential Low RL (Residential Low Single-Family
Ave.), East (across Main | Density — 7 units/acre) Density) Residential
St.)
West (across 17" St.) RL-7 RL Multi-Family
Residential
South P(RL) PS,RL Smith Elementary
School, Single-Family
Residential

General Plan Conformance:

The General Plan Land Use Map designation on the subject property is P(RL-7) Public (Residential Low
Density—7 du/ac max). The proposed project is consistent with this designation and the goals,
objectives, and policies of the City’s General Plan Land Use Element as follows:

Objective LU 9.4: Provide for the inclusion of recreational, institutional, religious,
educational and service uses that support resident needs within residential neighborhoods.

Policy LU9.4.1: Accommodate the development of parks, sports facilities, schools, libraries,
community meeting facilities, religious facilities, and similar community-serving uses in all
residential areas, provided that they are compatible with adjacent residential uses and subject to
review and approval by the City and other appropriate agencies.

Policy LU 9.4.2: Require that institutional structures incorporated in residential
neighborhoods be designed to be compatible with and convey the visual and physical scale and
character of residential structures.

Goal LU 13: Achieve the development of a mix of governmental service, institutional,
educational, and religious uses that support the needs of Huntington Beach’s residents.
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Objective LU 13.1:  Provide for the continuation of existing and development of new uses, such
as governmental administrative, public safety, human service, cultural, educational, infrastructure,
religious, and other uses that support the needs of existing and future residents and businesses.

Policy LU 13.1.2: Allow for the continuation of existing and development of new religious
facilities in any land use zone where they are compatible with adjacent uses and subject to the City
review and approval.

The proposed signs facilitate the continued operation of the existing First Christian Church in
supporting the needs of existing and future residents of Huntington Beach. The proposed signs are
designed to be compatible with the residential properties in the vicinity due to their general interior
orientation, on-site location and placement. The visual character and physical scale of the signs
complement the scale of the site and its buildings in the context of a residential neighborhood.

Zoning Compliance:
This project is located in the Public-Semipublic Zone and complies with the requirements of that zone
with the exception of the requested sign code exception.

Urban Design Guidelines Conformance:

The proposed signs are in substantial conformance with the Urban Design Guidelines, Chapter 8, Signs.
The City’s Design Guidelines encourages the highest level of sign design quality while allowing
maximum flexibility. The proposed signs were designed, through the use of color and materials, to
provide creative and high quality signage that improves the visual environment, enhance the buildings’
architectural design, and consider the proportion and scale of the site and its building.

Environmental Status:

The proposed project is Categorically Exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Section 15311, Class 11, which states that construction or placement of
on-premise signs necessary to existing facilities are exempt from further environmental review.

Coastal Status: Not applicable.

Redevelopment Status: Not applicable.

Design Review Board:

On November 10, 2010, the Design Review Board reviewed all the proposed signs for the First Christian
Church complex. Staff presented the size, design, location, and materials of all the proposed signs—2
monument signs, 2 vehicular wayfinding signs, 6 pedestrian wayfinding signs, 3 informational signs, and
5 wall signs. After the staff presentation, the Chairman took public comments from three individuals.
Curtis Templeton, the applicant, presented the project and the special circumstances of their request,
indicating that the request for more signs came out of the need to provide directional assistance to church
visitors in navigating the different areas of the church campus and explaining the design rationale of the
signs in creating a unique environment for a church in the 21% century. Stephen Kluewer, a resident,
requested the clarification on the size of signs in the request. David Treiman, a resident, questioned the
legality of the City’s processes in reviewing the proposed project, specifically the notification
requirements and the lack of CEQA review for the proposed signs. He also had issues with the “The
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Shed” lettering being an external sign rather than an internal sign. He had concerns with how signs are
categorized (freestanding, wall, etc.) and how the sign areas are calculated. Mr. Treiman also submitted a
2-page letter to the DRB for their review (Attachment No. 10). At the staff’s request, the DRB continued
the review of the proposed signs to the December 9, 2010 meeting to allow for additional time to provide
neighborhood notification of the proposed project (Attachment No. 6).

On December 9, 2010, the Design Review Board continued the review of the proposed signs for the First
Christian Church complex. Staff presented all the proposed signs and the recommended findings for the
Sign Code Exception, including the appropriateness of the signs in the context of a campus environment
in terms of size, location, design, and purpose. The DRB discussed each sign category in terms of sign
design (compatibility with building architecture and other proposed signs, illumination), appropriateness
of sign location and number, and sign materials (aluminum, vinyl banners) of all proposed signs. After
DRB discussion, the Chairman took public comments from David Treiman, a resident. He spoke for
approximately 8 minutes about several issues, including the legal issues with the City’s interpretation in
using commercial sign guidelines to authorize signs at a church facility through a Planned Sign Program
(PSP), right to public comment under the Brown Act, and information in the public notice. He also
submitted a 6-page letter to the DRB for their review (Attachment No. 11). The DRB continued their
discussion, indicating all the proposed signs make sense with the exception of Shed Graphic 2 because of
its size and orientation towards Main Street. After lengthy discussions, the DRB recommended approval
of all the proposed signs to the Director of Planning and Building with recommended findings and
conditions of approval specifically for the Shed Graphic 2 sign being a changeable copy sign with a
maximum size of 32 sq. ft. (Attachment No. 7).

Subdivision Committee: Not applicable.

Other Departments Concerns and Requirements:
The Public Works Department has reviewed the application and identified comments and applicable code
requirements (Attachment No. 8).

Public Notification:

Legal notice was published in the Huntington Beach/Fountain Valley Independent on April 14, 2011, and
notices were sent to property owners of record within a 300 ft. radius of the subject property, applicant,
and interested parties. As of April 19, 2011, staff has received no additional written comments/letters or
no phone calls regarding the request.

Application Processing Dates:

DATE OF COMPLETE APPLICATION: MANDATORY PROCESSING DATE(S):

November 8, 2010 January 8, 2011

PSP No. 10-003 was filed on August 13, 2010 and SCE No. 2010-001 was filed on November 5, 2010.
The applications were deemed complete on November 8, 2010. The application was acted on by the
Director of Planning and Building on February 15, 2011 after the Design Review Board reviewed the
proposed signs at their two meetings (November 10, 2010 and December 9, 2010) and then recommended
approval with findings and conditions of approval at their meeting on December 9, 2010. The Director
did not act on the application within the processing timeline in order to provide notice of the pending
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Director’s decision and to meet and consider the issues raised by those who submitted written comments
prior to making his decision. An appeal was filed by City Council Member Connie Boardman on
February 24, 2011 (Attachment No. 4).

ANALYSIS:

The primary issues to consider when analyzing this request are the size and number of proposed signs,
sign compatibility and design. Additionally, City Council Member Boardman’s appeal letter cites
concerns with the Design Board’s input in reviewing the proposed signs, the Director’s authority to grant
a sign code exception for sign height and sign area, the method of sign area calculation, and the
classification of wall signs and freestanding signs.

Sign Code Exception/Sign Compatibility/Design

Pursuant to Section 233.06.D of the HBZSO, churches are only permitted one 32 sq. ft. freestanding
identification sign and one 32 sq. ft. wall identification sign (page 8 of Attachment No. 9). This provision
of the sign ordinance is restrictive and never contemplated a church campus of this size with the number
of buildings and the daily and weekend activities such as the First Christian Church. The subject site is an
approximately 7.4-acre church campus comprised of five buildings, totaling approximately 92,090 sq. ft.
and accommodating approximately 3,000 visitors on the weekends with approximately 404 on-site
surface parking spaces. Because of the size of the site and the campus environment, signs are proposed to
identify the different buildings/areas of activities and provide directional assistance for church visitors.
The proposed signs include twelve freestanding signs throughout the church campus (vehicular
wayfinding, pedestrian wayfinding, and informational signs) and five wall signs on the buildings as
follows:

Freestanding Signs—Total Area of 258 sq. ft.
— Three (3) vehicular wayfinding signs (24 sq. ft. each)
— Six (6) pedestrian wayfinding signs (7 sq. ft. each)
— Three (3) informational signs (48 sq. ft. each)

Wall Signs—Total Area of 182 sq. ft.
— The Pier Sign (25 sq. ft.)
— The Shed Lettering (102 sq. ft.)
— Shed Graphic 1 (12 sq. ft.)
— Shed Graphic 2 (32 sq. ft.)*
— Café Lettering (11 sq. ft.)

Total Sign Area—440 sq. ft.
* The total sign copy (text) area is conditioned to be a maximum of 32 sq. ft.
The proposed freestanding signs are designed to provide directional assistance for both pedestrian and
vehicular traffic. The size, number and location of freestanding signs are necessary to effectively direct
all visitors to their destinations in an efficient manner on a large church campus environment with

multiple activities and buildings. The proposed wall signs are designed to identify the buildings and the
activities inside. The wall signs are proportionate to the buildings in which they are placed and the
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freestanding signs are properly located and dispersed on the site and have been found to be compatible
with the character and size of the church campus.

The proposed freestanding and wall signs will not adversely affect other signs in the area due to the
general interior orientation, distance from any single family residences, general on-site location and
placement plus there are no other signs in the area. The signs will not adversely affect properties located
in the vicinity because they will not include flashing or high intensity lighting. In addition, the signs will
be located a minimum 100 ft. (pedestrian wayfinding) to more than 250 ft. (wall sign) from surrounding
residences and generally oriented away from nearby residences. Four of the five wall signs are oriented
towards the interior of the site and face other buildings of the church campus. One wall sign faces Main
Street, which is approximately 250 ft. away from the residential properties located across Main Street and
due to this distance will not be detrimental to properties in the vicinity. The freestanding signs will not
obstruct vehicular or pedestrian traffic visibility on Main Street, Adams Avenue, Loma Avenue, or
Seventeenth Street because the signs will not obstruct the visibility along driveways, street intersections
and on-site pedestrian and vehicular circulation. The signs have been determined to meet all site visibility
requirements and have been placed in a manner to provide safe pedestrian and vehicular on-site direction.

Staff’s analysis finds that the sign code exception for the total sign area and the number of signs is
appropriate for the site based on the recommended findings (Attachment No. 1).

Appeal
The Director’s approval of SCE No. 10-001 was appealed by Council Member Connie Boardman. An
analysis of the appeal issues is outlined below:

¢ Design Review Board’s Input

Based on Section 233.04.C of the HBZSO, the Design Review Board shall review and render a
recommendation to the Director for sign code exception requests of more than 20% in sign height or
sign area, supergraphics, three-dimensional signs, and relief from the strict application of Section
233.06. Neighborhood Notification is required pursuant to Chapter 241. On November 10, 2010, the
Design Review Board was presented the design, location, and materials of all proposed signs, the
applicant’s rationale for requesting all the proposed signs, and public comments from two residents
(Stephen Kluewer and David Treiman). The DRB continued the review of the proposed signs to the
December 9, 2010 meeting at staff’s request for additional time to provide neighborhood notification
of the proposed project (Attachment No. 6). On December 9, 2010, the DRB discussed the design of
the signs for the different buildings and the location of signs due to the size and operation of the
church complex. After lengthy discussions, the DRB recommended approval of all the proposed signs
to the Director of Planning and Building with recommended findings and conditions of approval
(Attachment No. 7).

¢ Director’s Authority in Granting Sign Code Exception
Based on Section 233.04.C of the HBZSO, the Director may grant approval for sign code exception
requests of more than 20% in sign height or sign area, supergraphics, three-dimensional signs, and
relief from the strict application of Section 233.06 after the Design Review Board’s review and
recommendation to the Director. Findings shall be made by the Director prior to approval of any sign
code exception. The findings include the following:
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1. The sign is compatible with the character of the area and is needed due to special
circumstances defined by the applicant and applicable to the property.

2. The sign will not adversely affect other signs in the area.

The sign will not be detrimental to properties located in the vicinity.

4. The signs will not obstruct vehicular or pedestrian traffic visibility and will not be a hazardous
distraction.

hed

On February 15, 2011, the Director of Planning and Building conditionally approved SCE No. 10-001
with findings after considering the recommended findings and conditions of approval from the Design
Review Board at their December 9 meeting. The Director also considered the written comments
received from the applicant and neighbor and also met with both parties to consider their comments.
In approving the Sign Code Exception, the Director made findings related to the special circumstances
of the property, the potential impacts to other signs and properties in the vicinity, and the potential to
obstruct vehicular or pedestrian traffic visibility. The Director also required conditions of approval to
require street addresses on the two existing monument signs, moving Vehicular Wayfinding 2 out of
the step-off area, and reducing the Shed Graphic 2 sign to 32 sq. ft. in total sign text area.

¢ Sign Calculation
According to Section 233.28 of the HBZSO, area of sign is calculated in the following manner:

1. The area included within the outer dimensions of a sign (excluding structural supports).

2. For freestanding signs, sign area shall be calculated on one (1) face of the sign, provided a sign
face on a double-sided sign is not separated from the opposite side of the sign by more than 12
inches at any point.

3. For signs without a border or frame (channel or skeleton letters), the area shall be within a
rectangle or eight (8) continuous straight lines (with right angles) formed around the extreme
outer limits of the sign message, including all figures and any background or color which is
integral part of the sign.

The table below summarizes calculations for all proposed signs:

o

PROPOSED TOTAL SIGN
TYPES OF SIGN SIGN SIZE SIGN AREA DIMENSIONS QUANTITY AREA
Freestanding Signs
Vehicular Wayfinding 24 sq. ft. 3x8 3 72 sq. ft.
Pedestrian Wayfinding 7 sq. ft. 35x2 6 42 sq. ft.
Informational 48 sq. ft. 12’ x 4 3 144 sq. ft.
Total 12 258 sq. ft.
Wall Signs
The Pier Sign 25 sq. ft. 7.5°x3.3 1 25 sq. ft.
The Shed Lettering 102 sq. ft. (6°’x2)+ (15 x6%) 1 102 sq. ft.
Shed Graphic 1 12 sq. ft. 4'x3 1 12 sq. ft.
Shed Graphic 2 42 sq. ft.* 2.5 x12)+(2.1’x 5.5") 1 42 sq. ft.*
Café Lettering 11 sq. ft. 6’ x 1.83° 1 11sq. ft.
Total 5 192 sq. ft.
~ ToraL 0 B aoant

* The total sign copy (text) area is conditioned to be a maximum of 32 sq. ft.
** The total sign area approved and conditioned is 440 sq. ft.
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The Director of Planning and Building conditionally approved SCE No. 10-001 with a total sign area
of approximately 440 sq. ft. in lieu of 32 sq. ft. for the First Christian Church complex. The approval
included 258 sq. ft. for twelve (12) freestanding signs and 182 sq. ft. for five (5) wall signs. Please
note that Shed Graphic 2 (wall sign) is conditioned to be a maximum of 32 sq. ft. in total sign copy
area. The two (2) monument signs at the corner of Adams Avenue and Seventeenth Street and Adams
Avenue and Main Street are existing signs that were previously approved and are proposed to be
refaced only.

Classification of Freestanding and Wall Signs
Section 233.28 of the HBZSO includes the following definitions for freestanding and wall signs:

Freestanding sign: a sign permanently attached to the ground and which does not
have a building as its primary structural support. This includes ground signs, pole
signs and monument signs.

Wall sign: any sign which is attached or erected on the exterior, posted, or painted
or suspended from or otherwise affixed to a wall of a building including the
parapet, with the display surface of the sign parallel to the building wall, and
which does not project more than eighteen (18) inches from the building, or project
above the height of the wall or parapet.

Based on the above definitions, there are twelve (12) freestanding signs and five (5) wall signs. The
three (3) vehicular wayfinding signs are freestanding in the parking lot off of Adams Avenue and
Seventeenth Street. The six (6) pedestrian wayfinding signs are freestanding throughout the church
campus. The three (3) informational signs are located on freestanding walls near the children’s
building. The “The Pier” wall sign is located on the north building wall of the children’s building
facing the auditorium. The “The Shed” wall sign is located on the north building wall of the multi-
purpose building facing the administration building. The Shed Graphic 1 wall sign is located on the
west wall of the multi-purpose building facing the children’s building. The Shed Graphic 2 wall sign
is located on the east wall of the multi-purpose building facing Main Street. The “Main Street Coffee
& Books” wall sign is located on the south wall of the administration building facing the multi-
purpose building.

Staff’s analysis of the appeal finds that the concerns outlined in the letter were correctly followed and
implemented in the processing, review and approval of the proposed signs for the church site.

ATTACHMENTS:

NN B

Suggested Findings and Conditions of Approval — SCE No. 10-001

Site Plan and Elevations received November 10, 2010

Project Narrative received November 10, 2010

Appeal letter received February 24, 2011

Director of Planning and Building Notice of Action dated February 15, 2011 — SCE No. 10-001
Design Review Board Notice of Action dated November 10, 2010 — SCE No. 10-001/PSP No. 10-003
Design Review Board Notice of Action dated December 10, 2010 — SCE No. 10-001/PSP No. 10-003
Code Requirements (for informational purposes only)
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9. HBZSO Chapter 233 — Signs

10. David Treiman’s Letters to the Design Review Board dated November 10, 2010

11. David Treiman’s Letters to the Design Review Board dated December 8, 2010

12. David Treiman’s Letters to the Director dated January 4, 2011

13. Curtis Templeton’s Letter to the Director dated January 10, 2011

14. Notification of the Design Review Board meeting on November 10, 2010

15. Notification of the Design Review Board meeting on December 9, 2010

16. Notification of the Director’s pending review of the project sent on December 20, 2010

SH:HF:TN:kd
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ATTACHMENT NO. 1

SUGGESTED FINDINGS AND CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL

SIGN CODE EXCEPTION NO. 10-001

SUGGESTED FINDINGS FOR PROJECTS EXEMPT FROM CEQA:

The Planning Commission finds that the project will not have any significant effect on the environment
and is Categorically Exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
pursuant to Section 15311, Class 11, which states that construction or placement of on-premise signs
necessary to existing facilities are exempt from further environmental review.

SUGGESTED FINDINGS FOR APPROVAL - SIGN CODE EXCEPTION NO. 10-001:

1.

Sign Code Exception No. 10-001 to permit a total sign area of approximately 440 sq. ft. (a total of 17
signs—12 freestanding signs and 5 wall signs) in lieu of a maximum of 32 sq. ft. is compatible with
the character of the area and is needed due to special circumstances defined by the applicant and
applicable to the property as follows: The subject site is an approximately 7.4-acre church campus
comprised of five buildings, totaling approximately 92,090 sq. ft. and accommodating approximately
3,000 visitors on the weekends with approximately 404 on-site surface parking spaces. Because of the
size of the site and the campus environment, the signs are necessary to identify the different
buildings/areas of activities and provide directional assistance for church visitors. The wall signs are
generally designed to face the interior of the campus buildings in an attempt to not impact the
surrounding residential areas. The size, number and location of freestanding signs are also necessary
to provide directional assistance for both pedestrian and vehicular traffic. These signs effectively
direct all visitors to their destinations in an efficient manner on a large church campus environment
with multiple activities and buildings. Therefore, the proposed wall signs are proportionate to the
buildings in which they are placed and the freestanding signs are properly located and dispersed on the
site and have been found to be compatible with the character and size of the church campus. In
addition, the greater sign area granted by the sign code exception will not impact the health, safety,
and welfare of the surrounding community.

The signs will not adversely affect other signs in the area due to the general interior orientation,
distance from any single family residences, general on-site location and placement plus there are no
other signs in the area.

The signs will not adversely affect properties located in the vicinity because they will not include
flashing or high intensity lighting. In addition, the signs will be located a minimum 100 ft. (pedestrian
directional) to more than 250 ft. (wall sign) from surrounding residences and generally oriented away
from nearby residences. Four of the five wall signs are oriented towards the interior of the site and
face other buildings of the church campus. One wall sign faces Main Street, which is approximately
250 ft. away from the residential properties located across Main Street and due to this distance will not
be detrimental to properties in the vicinity.
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4. The freestanding signs will not obstruct vehicular or pedestrian traffic visibility on Main Street,
Adams Avenue, Loma Avenue, or Seventeenth Street because the signs will not obstruct the visibility
along driveways, street intersections and on-site pedestrian and vehicular circulation. The signs have
been determined to meet all site visibility requirements and have been placed in a manner to provide
safe pedestrian and vehicular on-site direction.

5. The Design Review Board reviewed all proposed signs and recommended to the Director of Planning
and Building approval of more than 20% exception in sign area as relief from the strict application of
Section 233.06.

SUGGESTED CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL — SIGN CODE EXCEPTION NO. 10-001:

1. The site plan and elevations received and dated November 10, 2010 shall be the conceptually
approved design with the following modifications. The site plan incorporated removal of one
freestanding vehicular wayfinding sign and the relocation of one freestanding vehicular wayfinding

sign.

a. The existing monument signs (Monument Sign 1 and Monument Sign 2) shall include street
addresses with minimum six (6) inch numerals.

b. The proposed Vehicular Wayfinding Sign 2 installed on the concrete step-off area within the
existing planter shall be shifted so the sign posts are completely within the landscaping portion
of the planter.

c. The maximum sign copy (text) area of the 91 sq. ft. wall sign on The Shed building facing
Main Street (Shed Graphic 2) shall be limited to a maximum of 32 sq. ft. in total sign text.

2. Building permits will be required for all approved signs. For the signs that were installed without
building permits, the applicant shall submit plans to the Planning and Building Department for review
and issuance of buildings permits at the end of the appeal period but no later than 30 days. Within 30
days of building permits issuance, the signs shall be inspected and receive final inspection sign-off.

INDEMNIFICATION AND HOLD HARMLESS CONDITION:

The owner of the property which is the subject of this project and the project applicant if different from
the property owner, and each of their heirs, successors and assigns, shall defend, indemnify and hold
harmless the City of Huntington Beach and its agents, officers, and employees from any claim, action or
proceedings, liability cost, including attorney’s fees and costs against the City or its agents, officers or
employees, to attack, set aside, void or annul any approval of the City, including but not limited to any
approval granted by the City Council, Planning Commission, or Design Review Board concerning this
project. The City shall promptly notify the applicant of any claim, action or proceeding and should
cooperate fully in the defense thereof.
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> 1207 MAIN STREET

First Christian Church Sign Code Exception Request

For more than 100 years First Christian Church has been a vibrant and active member of the City of
Huntington Beach. Our history dates back to 1895 when 12 people began meeting in a bicycle shop on
Main Street. Since then, we have grown and done our best to be a great neighbor to those around us
at our current location, as well as serve the City of Huntington Beach in as many ways possible.

The signage package before you reflects our efforts to be a great neighbor. It is also designed to offer
the best experience for people as they begin their spiritual journey with us. We know that both our
location and our size bring up some unique opportunities and challenges for our city and we're
confident the signage we are implementing addresses those challenges.

Traffic Signage

When we first relocated to the 1207 Main Street location in 1954, most people thought we were crazy
for being so far out of town! Today, we find ourselves at the “gateway” to downtown Huntington
Beach. We have increased our vehicular wayfinding signage at the Adams Avenue and 17th Street
entrances to aid the entrance and exit of vehicles in the most time efficient way possible so as not to
hinder the weekend traffic of HB. Unlike anywhere else in our city, we move quite a number of people
and vehicles through our facility in a 30 minute window. On special weekends and holidays this number
increases as people make their way to and from church. Our current signage is a direct response to
alleviate those potential problems. To this date we have not received any complaints about our traffic

management and attribute this to our signage as it’s currently being used.

Monument Signs

The freestanding monument signs on the corner of Main St. & Adams Ave. and Adams Ave. & 17th St.

were built in the early 1980's. They serve as an identifier for those searching for our campus as well as
an identifiable marker that we are a Christian church. People that are looking for a church home can
immediately make a decision if this is the church for them by clearly seeing what type of church we are.

Pedestrian Wayfinding & Interior Signage

Everyday we serve people on our campus. From our Monday through Friday preschool, ministry
events, bible studies, youth events and a host of other opportunities, our campus stays quite busy. Our
campus is large and contains multiple buildings. Our goal is to provide the best experience possible
when people arrive on our property. We firmly believe our on-site ministry begins as soon as they set
foot on our campus. Research shows that most people will determine if they are going to come back to
our church within the first 5 minutes of their visit. If they don’t know where to park or how to get to a
certain place, we may lose a second chance. Our interior signage is designed to get people where they
need to go in a clear and direct fashion. Part of our design is to provide a certain element of self-
discovery so that people can make their way to their destination without having to ask a bunch of

questions. We've learned over the years that some people who are just starting on their spiritual
journey prefer some type of anonymity, this signage allows for that. We also feature signage that
brings people to key areas on our campus where they can sign up for ministry activities and

opportunities to grow in their faith. o | 3 l
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Signage Details

Monument Signs (1 and 2):

The First Christian Church campus monument signs are meant to serve as a face to the community. To
guide people to the location without being excessive or flashy. The curved colored plates echo the
curved main pathway through the campus.

Vehicular Wayfinding (1, 2, 3 and 4):

Simple, functional frames designed to assist in the navigation of visitors to the campus. Clear call outs
and directional arrows cut down on congestion into and out of the parking areas. The laced in banner
graphics are updatable; allowing the directional information to be changed for large yearly events.

Informational Signage (1, 2 and 3):

Large banner frame graphics help direct visitors and church members to the areas where they can
obtain more information on attending and serving at First Christian Church. The large format allows the
pieces to function as art installations as well as directional signage; this helps them from being giant
billboards and functioning more as integrated graphics.

Pedestrian Wayfinding:

These pedestrian directories take their design direction from the campus monument signs. This allows
visitors to quickly and easily recognize them as informational locations. Key areas are marked out with
directional arrows and a directory map offers an even more detailed fook at the campus. The small
footprint also minimizes their impact on traffic areas.

Pier Sign:
This illuminated and thematic sign serves to direct visitors to the children’s building. The theming stays
within the immediate area of the sign, keeping the area from looking cluttered or hectic while still

indicating that this is a place for kids.

Administration / Cafe Sign:
This yet-to-be installed sign will direct visitors to our cafe and bookstore. The sign will be situated for
viewing from the interior of our property and will allow a clear identification for visitors of the coffee

shop and Christian bookstore space.

SHED Lettering:

This simple, thematic lettering lets visitors know they’ve arrived at the campus’s multipurpose building.
The letters are designed to resemble large pieces of drift wood, tying into the overall campus ocean/
beach design. The letters are large and clear, providing a clean call out for the building.

SHED Graphic (1 and 2):

Large banner frame graphics help direct visitors and church members to the SHED as well as serving as
art installations that set the tone and flavor of the building. Lettering and logos are kept minimal to
allow these to function more as graphics than signage.




I am appealing Sign Code Exception No. 2010-001 (First Christian Church Slgns),-{ts So

Cg,
Applicant: FEg /V'SD
Curtis Templeton De 24 201,
First Christian Church &g’ Of i,
1207 Main Street "f/o',',,;”’?fng

Huntington Beach, CA 92648

I am appealing the approval by the Planmng Director to permit a total wall sign area of
approximately 440 sq. fi.' (atotal of 17 signs - 12 freestandmg signs and 5 wall signs) in lieu of
one 32 sq. ft. wall sign and one 32 sq. ft. freestanding sign for a church complex.

Basis for Appeal:

The 12 signs were just added to the sign code exception with no input from the Design Review
Board, and so with no findings by the Design Review Board. The public was never notified as to
the applicant's sign code exception for the 12 signs.

Our sign code states: - “The Director may grant approval for a sign code exception of not more
than 20% in sign height or sign area” (without a recommendation of the Design Review Board).

The Planning Director cannot grant an increase in height of a sign or total signage over 20%
unless this increase is recommended in the findings made by the Design Review Board. The
Planning Director increased the size of at least one sign by more than 20% without the required
findings by the Design Review Board.

I also don’t understand how the Planning Director came up with an area of 420 sq. ft. The wall
signs total 185 plus an additional 91 for the fifth wall sign, totaling 276. The 12 “freestanding”
signs total 312. This is a grant total of 588. That is in addition to either 108 or 216 for two
“freestanding monument signs” that were previously approved.

The Design Review Board recommended that Shed sign #2 be a 32 sq ft. changeable copy sign,
and the Planning Director changed the size of this sign to 91 sq. feet, which is greater than an
increase of 20%. The Design Review Board must find that such an increase in size is necessarv.
and no such findings were made. The Design Review Board made no findings that any one sign
needed to be increased in size, rather they found only that collectively more signs were needed.
The Director also failed to make any finding regarding need for the increase in sign area
requested.

Wall signs are signs attached to buildings. Three of the "freestanding signs" are not attached to
buildings, but are on freestanding walls. These signs are referred to as free standing, but

ATTACHMENT NG,



according to our own sign ordinance, they do not meet the definition of free standing either in
that they are attached to walls. Free standing signs are signs that stand on their own. This issue
should be resolved so that these signs are treated in a way consistent with our sign ordinance.

1. The total sign area may be 588 feet.

Council Member Connie Boardman
2000 Main Street

Huntington Beach, CA 92648
714-474-5116

ATT



City of Huntington Beach

2000 MAIN STREET CALIFORNIA 92648

DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND BUILDING
www.huntingtonbeachca.gov

Planning Division Building Division
714.536.5271 714.536.5241
NOTICE OF ACTION

February 15, 2011

Curtis Templeton
1207 Main Street
Huntington Beach, CA 92648

APPLICATION: SIGN CODE EXCEPTION NO. 2010-001 (FIRST CHRISTIAN
CHURCH SIGNS)

APPLICANT: Curtis Templeton

PROPERTY OWNER: First Christian Church, 1207 Main Street, Huntington Beach CA
92648

REQUEST: To permit a total wall sign area of approximately 440 sq. ft. (a total

of 17 signs—12 freestanding signs and 5 wall signs) in lieu of 32
sq. ft. for a church complex.

LOCATION: 1211 Main Street, 92648 (southwest corner of Main Street and
Adams Avenue)

DATE OF ACTION: February 15, 2011

The Director of Planning and Building of the City of Huntington Beach took action on your
application on February 15, 2011 and approved your application. Attached to this letter are the
findings and conditions of approval for your application.

Under the provisions of the Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance, the action
taken by the Director of Planning and Building becomes final at the expiration of the appeal
period. A person desiring to appeal the decision shall file a written notice of appeal to the
Secretary of the Planning Commission within ten (10) calendar days of the date of the Planning
and Building Department’s action. The notice of appeal shall include the name and address of
the appellant, the decision being appealed, and the basis for the appeal. A filing fee of $494
shall accompany the notice of appeal. In your case, the last day for filing an appeal and paying
the filing fee is Friday, February 25, 2011 at 5:00 PM.

Please be advised that the Director of Planning and Building reviews the conceptual plan as a
basic request for entittement. The action taken by the Director of Planning and Building does

ATTACHMENT NO. 9.
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SCE No. 10-001
February 15, 2011
Page 2 of 4

not presume issuance of building permits. Provisions of the Huntington Beach Zoning and
Subdivision Ordinance are such that any application becomes null and void one (1) year after
final approval, unless actual construction has started. It is recommended that you immediately
pursue completion of the conditions of approval and address all requirements of the Huntington
Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance in order to expedite the processing of your building
permit application and the completion of your project. The conceptual plan should not be
construed as a precise plan, reflecting conformance to all Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance
requirements. Please note that there may be additional requirements prior to commencement
of the project.

Excepting those actions commenced pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act, you
are hereby notified that you have 90 days to protest the imposition of the fees described in this
Notice of Action. If you fail to file a written protest regarding any of the fees contained in this
Notice, you will be legally barred from later challenging such action pursuant to Government
Code §66020.

If you have any questions, please contact the project planner, Tess Nguyen, Associate Planner
at (714) 374-1744 via email at TNguyen@surfcity-hb.org or the Planning Department Planning
and Zoning Information Counter at (714) 536-5271.

Sincerely,

Scolt Hess,
Director of Planning and Building

SH:HF:TN

ATTACHMENT: Findings and Conditions of Approval — SCE No. 10-001

cc: Honorable Mayor and City Counci
Chair and Planning Commission
Fred A. Wilson, City Administrator
Scott Hess, Director of Planning and Building
Herb Fauland, Planning Manager
Mike Vigliotta, Deputy City Attorney
William Reardon, Division Chief/Fire Marshali
Debbie DeBow, Principal Civil Engineer
Mark Carnahan, Inspection Manager
First Christian Church, Property Owner
Project File

ATTACHMENT NO. 9-2



SCE No. 10-001
February 15, 2011
Page 3 of 4

ATTACHMENT NO. 1

FINDINGS AND CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL

SIGN CODE EXCEPTION NO. 2010-001

FINDINGS FOR APPROVAL ~ SIGN CODE EXCEPTION NO. 2010-001:

1. Sign Code Exception No. 10-001 to permit a total sign area of approximately 440 sq. ft. (a
total of 17 signs—12 freestanding signs and 5 wall signs) in lieu of a maximum of 32 sq. ft.
is compatible with the character of the area and is needed due to special circumstances
defined by the applicant and applicable to the property as follows: The subject site is an
approximately 7.4-acre church campus comprised of five buildings, totaling approximately
92,090 sq. ft. and accommodating approximately 3,000 visitors on the weekends with
approximately 404 on-site surface parking spaces. Because of the size of the site and the
campus environment, the signs are necessary to identify the different buildings/areas of
activities and provide directional assistance for church visitors. The wall signs are generally
designed to face the interior of the campus buildings in an attempt to not impact the
surrounding residential areas. The size, number and location of freestanding signs are also
necessary to provide directional assistance for both pedestrian and vehicular traffic. These
signs effectively direct all visitors to their destinations in an efficient manner on a large
church campus environment with multiple activities and buildings. Therefore, the proposed
wall signs are proportionate to the buildings in which they are placed and the freestanding
signs are properly located and dispersed on the site and have been found to be compatible
with the character and size of the church campus. In addition, the greater sign area granted
by the sign code exception will not impact the health, safety, and welfare of the surrounding
community.

2. The signs will not adversely affect other signs in the area due to the general interior
orientation, distance from any single family residences, general on-site location and
placement plus there are no other signs in the area.

3. The signs will not adversely affect properties located in the vicinity because they will not
include flashing or high intensity lighting. In addition, the signs will be located a minimum
100 ft. (pedestrian directional) to more than 250 ft. (wall sign) from surrounding residences
and generally oriented away from nearby residences. Four of the five wall signs are
oriented towards the interior of the site and face other buildings of the church campus. One
wall sign faces Main Street, which is approximately 250 ft. away from the residential
properties located across Main Street and due to this distance will not be detrimental to
properties in the vicinity.

4. The freestanding signs will not obstruct vehicular or pedestrian traffic visibility on Main
Street, Adams Avenue, Loma Avenue, or Seventeenth Street because the signs will not
obstruct the visibility along driveways, street intersections and on-site pedestrian and
vehicular circulation. The signs have been determined to meet all site visibility requirements
and have been placed in a manner to provide safe pedestrian and vehicular on-site
direction.

ATTACHMENTNO.S. 2



SCE No. 10-001
February 15, 2011
Page 4 of 4

5. The Design Review Board reviewed all proposed signs and recommended to the Director of
Planning and Building approval of more than 20% exception in sign area as relief from the
strict application of Section 233.06.

CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL — SIGN CODE EXCEPTION NO. 2010-001:

1. The site plan and elevations received and dated November 10, 2010 shall be the
conceptually approved design with the following modifications. The site plan incorporated
removal of one freestanding vehicular wayfinding sign and the relocation of one freestanding
vehicular wayfinding sign.

a. The existing monument signs (Monument Sign 1 and Monument Sign 2) shall include
street addresses with minimum six (6) inch numerals.

b. The proposed Vehicular Wayfinding Sign 2 installed on the concrete step-off area within
the existing planter shall be shifted so the sign posts are completely within the
landscaping portion of the planter.

c. The maximum sign copy (text) area of the 91 sq. ft. wall sign on The Shed building
facing Main Street (Shed Graphic 2) shall be limited to a maximum of 32 sq. ft. in total
sign text.

2. Building permits will be required for all approved signs. For the signs that were installed
without building permits, the applicant shall submit plans to the Planning and Building
Department for review and issuance of buildings permits at the end of the appeal period but
no later than 30 days. Within 30 days of building permits issuance, the signs shall be
inspected and receive final inspection sign-off.

3. Indemnification and Hold Harmless Condition. The owner of the property which is the
subject of this project and the project applicant if different from the property owner, and each
of their heirs, successors and assigns, shall defend, indemnify and hold harmiess the City of
Huntington Beach and its agents, officers, and employees from any claim, action or
proceedings, liability cost, including attorney’s fees and costs against the City or its agents,
officers, or employees, to attack, set aside, void or annul any approval of the City, including
but not limited to any approval granted by the City Council, Planning Commission, or Design
Review Board concerning this project. The City shall promptly notify the applicant of any
claim, action or proceeding and should cooperate fully in defense thereof.

INDEMNIFICATION AND HOLD HARMLESS CONDITION:

The owner of the property which is the subject of this project and the project applicant if different
from the property owner, and each of their heirs, successors and assigns, shall defend,
indemnify and hold harmless the City of Huntington Beach and its agents, officers, and
employees from any claim, action or proceedings, liability cost, including attorney’s fees and
costs against the City or its agents, officers, or employees, to attack, set aside, void or annul
any approval of the City, including but not limited to any approval granted by the City Council,
Planning Commission, or Design Review Board concerning this project. The City shall promptly
notify the applicant of any claim, action or proceeding and should cooperate fully in defense
thereof.

ATTACHMENT NO._2 ﬁ |



YY) CITY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH

@ e 2000 MAIN STREET CALIFORNIA 92648
DESIGN REVIEW BOARD
Phone 536-5271
Fax 374-1540
374-1648
NOTICE OF ACTION

November 10, 2010

Curtis Templeton
1207 Main Street
Huntington Beach, CA 92648

APPLICATION: SIGN CODE EXCEPTION NO. 2010-001; PLANNED SIGN
PROGRAM NO. 2010-003 (FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH)

APPLICANT: Curtis Templeton

PROPERTY OWNER: First Christian Church, 1207 Main Street, Huntington Beach CA
92648

REQUEST: SCE: To permit a total wall sign area of approximately 300 sq. ft.

in lieu of 32 sq. ft.; PSP: To review the design, colors, and
materials for a proposed planned sign program for a church
complex.

LOCATION: 1211 Main Street, 92648 (southwest corner of Main Street and
Adams Avenue)

DATE OF ACTION: November 10, 2010

The Design Review Board of the City of Huntington Beach took action on your application on
November 10, 2010, and continued the review of the proposed project to the December 9,
2010 regular meeting. Staff requested additional time to provide neighborhood notification of
the proposed project.

If you have any questions, please contact Tess Nguyen, Associate Planner at (714) 374-1744 or
via email at TNguyen@surfeity-hb.org or the Planning Department Zoning Counter at (714) 536-
5271. :

Sincerely,

less Mo an

Tess Nguyen, Secretary
Design Review Board

N ’
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SCE 10-001; PSP 10-003
November 10, 2010
Page20f2

c: First Christian Church, Property Owner
Herb Fauland, Planning Manager
Project File




CALIFORNIA 92648

DESIGN REVIEW BOARD

Phone 536-5271
Fax 374-1540
374-1648

NOTICE OF ACTION

December 10, 2010

Curtis Templeton

1207 Main Street

Huntington Beach, CA 92648

APPLICATION: SIGN CODE EXCEPTION NO. 2010-001; PLANNED SIGN
PROGRAM NO. 2010-003 (FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH SIGNS)

APPLICANT: Curtis Templeton

PROPERTY OWNER: First Christian Church, 1207 Main Street, Huntington Beach CA
92648

REQUEST: SCE: To permit a total wall sign area of approximately 300 sq. ft.

(a total of 5 signs) in lieu of 32 sq. ft.; PSP: To review the design,
colors, and materials for a proposed planned sign program for a
church complex.

LOCATION: 1211 Main Street, 92648 (southwest corner of Main Street and
Adams Avenue)
DATE OF ACTION: December 9, 2010

The Design Review Board of the City of Huntington Beach took action on your application on
December 9, 2010, and your application was recommended for approval to the Director of
Planning and Building. Attached to this letter are the recommended findings and conditions of
approval for your application.

Please be advised that the Design Review Board reviews the conceptual plan as a basic
request for entittement and forwards a recommendation to the Planning and Building
Department. The conceptual plan should not be construed as a precise plan, reflecting
conformance to all Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance requirements. Please note that there
may be additional requirements prior to commencement of the project.

Under the provisions of the Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance, the action
taken by the Design Review Board is only a recommendation and is not appealable. The
recommendation of the Design Review Board will be forwarded to the Director of Planning and

ATTACHMENT NO.



DR No. 10-035; SCE No. 10-001; PSP No.10-003
December 10, 2010
Page 2 of 4

Building Department for consideration. You will be notified of the Director's decision. Please be
advised that you may submit comments to the Director prior to his decision.

If you have any questions, please contact Tess Nguyen, Associate Planner at (714) 374-1744
via email at TNguyen@surfcity-hb.org or the Planning Department Planning and Zoning
Information Counter at (714) 536-5271.

Sincerely,

Tess Ny

Tess Nguyen, Secretary
Design Review Board

TN

ATTACHMENT: Recommended Findings and Conditions of Approval — DR No. 10-035,
SCE No. 10-001 and PSP No. 10-003

cc: First Christian Church, Property Owner

Herb Fauland, Planning Manager
Project File




DR No. 10-035; SCE No. 10-001; PSP No.10-003
December 10, 2010
Page 30f4

ATTACHMENT NO. 1

RECOMMENDED FINDINGS AND CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL

DESIGN REVIEW NO. 2010-035

RECOMMENDED FINDINGS FOR APPROVAL - SIGN CODE EXCEPTION NO. 2010-

001/PLANNED SIGN PROGRAM 2010-003:

1.

Sign Code Exception No. 10-001 to permit a total wall sign area of approximately 217 sq. ft.
(a total of 5 signs) in lieu of 32 sq. ft. is compatible with the character of the area and is
needed due to special circumstances defined by the applicant and applicable to the property
as follows: The subject site is a church campus comprised of five buildings. Because of the
campus environment, the wall signs are proposed to identify the different buildings/areas of
activities for church visitors. The signage is designed to face the interior of the church
campus to direct visitors to their destinations. In addition, the proposed wall signs are
proportionate to the buildings in which they are placed. As such the larger signs will not
impact health, safety, and welfare of surrounding community.

The wall signs will not adversely affect other signs in the area because there are no other
signs in the area.

The wall signs will not adversely affect properties located in the vicinity because they will not
include flashing or high intensity lighting. In addition, the signs will be located more than
250 ft. from surrounding residences and oriented away from nearby residences. Four of the
five signs are oriented towards the interior of the site and face other buildings of the church
campus. One sign is oriented towards Main Street, which is approximately 250 ft. away
from the residential properties located across Main Street.

The wall signs will not obstruct vehicular or pedestrian traffic visibility on Main Street, Adams
Avenue, Loma Avenue, or Seventeenth Street because the signs will not obstruct the
visibility along driveways and street intersections.

The Design Review Board recommended approval of Planned Sign Program No. 2010-003
for the following signs:

Monument Signs (2 signs)
Sign Size 108 sq. ft.
Text Area 54 sq. ft.
Sign #1 (Main Street) and Sign #2 (17" Street)

Vehicular Wayfinding (3 signs)
Sign Area 24 sq. ft.
Sign #1, Sign #2, and Sign #3

ATTA M
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DR No. 10-035; SCE No. 10-001; PSP No.10-003
December 10, 2010
Page 4 of 4

informational Signage (3 signs)

Sign Area 48 sq. ft.
Sign #1 (guest services), Sign #2 (the pipeline), and Sign #3 (serving/event op-
portunities)

Pedestrian Wayfinding (6 signs)
Sign Area 16 sq. ft.
Sign #1, Sign #2, Sign #3, Sign #4, Sign #5, and Sign #6

Wall Signs (5 signs)
The Children’s Building—The Pier (1)

The Pier Sign Area 25 sq. ft.
The Multi-Purpose Building—The Shed (3)
The Shed Sign Area 102 sq. ft.
Graphic #1 33sq. ft.
Graphic #2 32 sq. ft.

Administration Building (1)
Sign Area 25 sq. ft.

RECOMMENDED CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL — DESIGN REVIEW NO. 2010-035/SIGN
CODE EXCEPTION NO. 2010-001/ PLANNED SIGN PROGRAM NO. 2010-003:

1. The site plan and elevations received and dated November 10, 2010 shall be the
conceptually approved design with the following modifications:
a. Monument Sign 1 and Monument Sign 2 shall include street addresses with minimum six
(6) inch numerals.
b. Vehicular Wayfinding Sign 2 shall be located outside of the step-off area.
c. The Shed Graphic 2 sign shall be a changeable copy sign with a maximum of 32 sq. ft.
in size.

2. Building permits are required for all signs. For the signs that were installed without building
permits, the applicant shall submit plans to the Planning and Building Department for review
and issuance of buildings permits at the end of the appeal period but no later than 30 days.
Within 30 days of building permits issuance, the signs shall be inspected and receive final
inspection sign-off.

3. Indemnification and Hold Harmless Condition. The owner of the property which is the
subject of this project and the project applicant if different from the property owner, and each
of their heirs, successors and assigns, shall defend, indemnify and hold harmless the City of
Huntington Beach and its agents, officers, and employees from any claim, action or
proceedings, liability cost, including attorney’s fees and costs against the City or its agents,
officers, or employees, to attack, set aside, void or annul any approval of the City, including
but not limited to any approval granted by the City Council, Planning Commission, or Design
Review Board concerning this project. The City shall promptly notify the applicant of any
claim, action or proceeding and should cooperate fully in defense thereof.




BL%) CITY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH

PUBLIC WORKS INTERDEPARTMENTAL
COMMUNICATION

PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION CODE REQUIREMENTS

DATE: SEPTEMBER 2, 2010

PROJECT NAME: FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH SIGN PROGRAM
ENTITLEMENTS: PSP 10-03

PLNG APPLICATION NO: 2010-0182

DATE OF PLANS: AUGUST 13, 2010

PROJECT LOCATION: 1211 MAIN STREET

PROJECT PLANNER: TESS NGUYEN, ASSOCIATE PLANNER
TELEPHONE/E-MAIL: 714-374-1744 | TNGUYEN@SURFCITY-HB.ORG
PLAN REVIEWER: BOB MILANI, SENIOR CIVIL ENGINEER %
TELEPHONE/E-MAIL: 714-374-1735 / BOB.MILANI@SURFCITY-HB.ORG

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: TO REVIEW THE DESIGN, COLORS, AND MATERIALS OF A PLANNED
SIGN PROGRAM FOR 22 SIGNS, INCLUDING MORE THAN ONE F/S
SIGN, MULTIPLE WALL SIGNS, AND DIRECTIONAL SIGNS.

ATTACHED: SITE PLAN

The following is a list of code requirements deemed applicable to the proposed project based on plans as
stated above. The items below are to meet the City of Huntington Beach's Municipal Code (HBMC),
Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance (ZSO), Department of Public Works Standard Plans (Civil, Water and
Landscaping) and the American Public Works Association (APWA) Standards Specifications for Public
Works Construction (Green Book), the Orange County Drainage Area management Plan (DAMP), and
the City Arboricultural and Landscape Standards and Specifications. The list is intended to assist the
applicant by identifying requirements which shall be satisfied during the various stages of project
permitting, implementation and construction. If you have any questions regarding these requirements,
please contact the Plan Reviewer or Project Planner.

THE FOLLOWING DEVELOPMENT REQUIREMENTS SHALL BE COMPLETED PRIOR TO
ISSUANCE OF A BUILDING PERMIT:

1. Any monument signage, hardscape and landscaping at street intersections shall conform to the
25-foot sight distance triangle and all driveways shall be provided with a 10-foot clear sight
distance triangle per the City of Huntington Beach Zoning Code. Within the 25-foot visibility
triangle, the maximum height permitted for objects is 42 inches. (ZSO 230.88)

2. Signage shall not encroach into the City’s right-of-way.

RS E IR

ATTACHMENT NO. B!




“ Chapter 233 Signs lI

(3334-6/97, 3360-12/97, 3527-2/02, 3711-06/05, 3826-4/09, 3872-3/10, 3881-8/10)

Sections:

233.02
233.04
233.06
233.08
233.10
233.12
233.14
233.16
233.18
233.20
233.22
233.24
233.26
233.28

Reserved

Permits Required

Permitted Signs

Exempt Signs

Prohibited Signs

Electronic Readerboards
Readerboard Signs-Multiple Users
Subdivisional Directional Signs
Promotional Activity Signs
Planned Sign Program
Miscellaneous Signs and Provisions
Nonconforming Signs

Code Compliance

Definitions

233.02 Reserved

233.04 Permits Required

Sign permits are required for all signs, unless expressly exempted under Section 233.08 or
otherwise provided by this Code. A building permit application for a new sign or change in sign
panel/face shall be approved by the Planning Department prior to installation and issuance of a
building permit by the Building and Safety Department. (3360-12/97, 3527-2/02, 3826-4/09)

A. Sign Permit. A complete sign application shall include the following information:
(3334-6/97)

1.

Two sets of fully-dimensioned plans drawn to scale. The plans shall include
the following: (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

a. Site plan indicating the location of all proposed signs, as well as the size
and location of existing signs on the site. Photographs should be
submitted if available. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

b. Sign elevations, indicating overall square footage and letter/figure
dimensions, letter style, color (indicate standard color number if
applicable), materials, proposed copy and illumination method.
(3334- 6/97)

¢. Dimensioned building elevations with existing and proposed signs
depicted. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

2. Property owner approval in the form of a letter or signature on the plans,
approving the proposed signs and authorizing submission of the sign
application. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)
Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance Chapter 233 Page 1 of 25
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3. For wall signs, method of attachment; for freestanding signs, foundation plan,
sign support and attachment plan. (3334-6/97)

4, Type and method of electrical insulation devices, where applicable. (3334-6/97)

5. Any design modification from the requirements of this chapter that have been
approved shall be noted, and compliance with the Planned Sign Program,
limited sign permit, or sign code exception shall be demonstrated. (3334-6/97,
3360-12/97, 3826-4/09)

B. Planned Sign Program. Review and approval of a Planned Sign Program pursuant
to Section 233.20 is required for a sign permit for the following requests: (3334-6/97,
3826-4/09)

1. A site with five or more non-residential businesses or uses. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

2. A site with two or more freestanding identification signs where there is a
request for a new freestanding sign. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

3. Commercial properties with 1,300 feet or more on one street frontage
requesting more freestanding signs than allowed pursuant to Section 233.06.
(3360-12/97)

4.  Consolidated subdivision directional signs identifying multiple projects on
multiple sign panels. (3360-12/97)

5. Service stations. (3334-6/97)
6. Wall signs for second floor businesses with exterior access. (3360-12/97)

7.  Wall signs installed on a building wall not adjacent to the business suite.
(3360-12/97)

C. Sign Code Exception: The Director may grant approval for a sign code exception
of not more than 20% in sign height or sign area. Ten (10) working days prior to
submittal for a building permit, applicant shall notice adjacent property owners and
tenants by first class mail. Notice of application shall include the following: (3527-
2/02, 3711-6/05)

1. Name of applicant. (3527-2/02)
2. Location of planned development or use, including address. (3527-2/02)

3. Nature of the proposed development shall be fully disclosed in the notice.
(3527-2/02)

4. Planning Department phone number and address of City Hall shall be
provided in the notice to call for viewing plans. (3527-2/02)

5. The date by which any comments must be received in writing by the Planning
Department. (3527-2/02)

6. Planning Director shall receive entire list including name and address of
those receiving the mailing. (3527-2/02)

The Design Review Board shall review and render a recommendation to the
Director for sign code exception requests of more than 20% in sign height or sign
area supergraphics, three-dimensional signs, and relief from the strict application of
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Section 233.06. Neighborhood Notification required pursuant to Chapter 241. The
following findings shall be made prior to approval of any sign code exception:
(3334-6/97, 3360-12/97, 3527-2/02, 3711-6/05)

1. The sign is compatible with the character of the area and is needed due to
special circumstances defined by the applicant and applicable to the property.
(3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

2. The sign will not adversely affect other signs in the area. (3334-6/97)
3. The sign will not be detrimental to properties located in the vicinity. (3334-6/97)

4.  The sign will not obstruct vehicular or pedestrian traffic visibility and will
not be a hazardous distraction. (3334-6/97)

D.  Limited Sign Permit: The owner of a sign which does not conform to the provisions
of Section 233.06 may file an application for a limited sign permit to the Director
for permission to change the face or copy of such sign. A limited sign permit cannot
be processed for an Illegal Sign or a Prohibited Sign listed in Section 233.10. The
Director may approve the face change and extend a sign's use for a time period
deemed appropriate, not to exceed two (2) years. A sign permit shall be obtained
pursuant to Section 233.04(A) prior to installation of the new sign panel/face.
(3334-6/97, 3360-12/97, 3826-4/09)

A cash bond in an amount determined by the Director to reflect the cost of removal
based on information provided by a sign company shall be required to guarantee the
sign's removal upon expiration of the limited sign permit. Approval shall be subject
to the following findings: (3334-6/97)

1. Due to unique circumstances, the sign's immediate removal will result in a
substantial hardship for the applicant. (3334-6/97)

2. The sign will not adversely affect other lawfully erected signs in the area.
(3334-6/97)

3. The sign will not be detrimental to properties located in the vicinity. (3334-6/97)

4. The sign will be in keeping with the character of the surrounding area.
(3334-6/97)

5. The sign will not obstruct vehicular or pedestrian traffic visibility and will not
be a hazardous distraction. (3334-6/97)

E.  Design Review Board. The Design Review Board (DRB) shall review and render a
recommendation to the appropriate decision maker (Zoning Administrator,
Director, Planning Commission, etc.) on the following items prior to issuance of a
permit by the Planning and/or Building & Safety Departments for the following:
(3360-12/97, 3527-2/02, 3826-4/09)

1. Electronic Readerboard Signs. (3360-12/97, 3527-2/02)
2. Signs on properties within the following areas: (3360-12/97, 3527-2/02)

a.  Areas subject to specific plans which do not include specific guidelines
for signs; (3360-12/97, 3527-2/02, 3826-4/09, 3872-3/10)

b.  OS-PR (Open Space-Parks and Recreation) and OS-S (Open Space-
Shoreline districts); and  (3360-12/97, 3711-06/05, 3872-3/10)

Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance Chapter 233 Page 3 of 25
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c.  Any other area designated by the City Council. (3360-12/97, 3711-06/05,
3826-4/09, 3872-3/10)

3. DRB review or approval shall not be required for signs in Redevelopment

Agency project areas.

(3872-3/10)

F. Temporary Sign Permits. The Director may issue a temporary sign permit valid for

up to 30 days, if it is found that the temporary sign is necessary to establish or
maintain identity until a permanent sign can be erected. Extensions of the 30 day
permit may be granted at the discretion of the Director. The Director may also
approve a temporary sign permit for the following temporary signs provided the
signs conform with the standards defined in Section 233.06: (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

1. Signs necessary to avoid a dangerous condition, including directional signs
during construction. (3360-12/97)

2. Signs pertaining to a use permitted by a temporary use permit. (3360-12/97)

3. Promotional activity signs that comply with Section 233.18 are permitted up
to a maximum of 90 days per calendar year. (3360-12/97, 3826-4/09)

233.06 Permitted Signs

All signs shall be governed by the following schedule, except if addressed elsewhere in this
chapter. The schedule lists maximum standards for number, area, and height of allowed signs
which does not necessarily ensure architectural compatibility. Therefore, in addition to the
enumerated standards, consideration shall be given to building setbacks, visibility of attached
signing on the site, and the proposed sign's relationship to the overall appearance of the property,
to the surrounding neighborhood, and to community goals. Compatible design, simplicity, sign
effectiveness and adherence to the objectives and policies in the Urban Design Element of the
General Plan shall be used as guidelines for sign approval. Nothing in this chapter shall preclude
public access signage. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

The City may, in addition, from time to time adopt policies regarding sign standards. Such
policies may include separate standards or provisions for specific areas of the community.

(3334-6/97, 3826-4/09)

A. COMMERCIAL DISTRICTS
1. FREESTANDING SIGNS ON ADAMS AVE., BEACH BLVD., BROOKHURST ST,
EDINGER AVE., GOLDENWEST ST. AND WARNER AVE.

MAXIMUM
NUMBER OF MAXIMUM MAXIMUM
LOT FRONTAGE SIGNS SIGN HEIGHT SIGN AREA
a. Interior lots with less than One 10 ft. 50 sq. ft.
200 feet of street frontage +5 ft. for Bonus +25 sq.ft. for Bonus
b. Interior lots with min. 200 feet One 15 ft. 70 sq. ft.
but less than 400 feet +5 ft. for Bonus +30 sq.ft. for Bonus
c. Corner lots with the greatest One per 7 ft. 30sq. ft.
street frontage less than 400 feet street frontage +3 ft. for Bonus +15 sq.ft. for Bonus
d. Interior lots with min. 400 feet of One primary (P) 20 ft. (P) 100 sq. ft. (P)
frontage AND Corner lots with and two secondary (S) +5 ft. for (P) Bonus +25 sq. ft. (P) Bonus
min. 400 feet on one street frontage signs per street 7 f.(S) 30 sq. ft. (S)
€. Regional Mall Identification Sign One per street frontage 25 ft. 100 sq. fi.
One freeway sign 25 ft. above freeway 200 sq. ft.

Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance
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2. FREESTANDING SIGNS ON ALL OTHER ARTERIALS NOT LISTED ABOVE

MAXIMUM
NUMBER OF MAXIMUM MAXIMUM
LOT FRONTAGE SIGNS SIGN HEIGHT SIGN AREA
a. Interior lots with less than One 7 ft. 50 sq. ft.
400 feet of street frontage +1 ft. for Bonus +10 sq. f. for Bonus
b. Corner lots with the greatest One per street 7 ft. 30 sq. fi.
street frontage less than 400 feet +1 ft. for Bonus +10 sq. ft. for Bonus
c. Interior lots with min. 400 feet of One primary (P) 15 fi. (P) 70 sq. ft. (P)
frontage AND Corner lots with and two secondary (8) +0.5 ft. for Bonus + 10 ft. for Bonus
min. 400 feet on one street frontage signs per street 7 ft. (S) 30 sq. ft. (S)

[\

3.

4.

Bonus signs (B) shall have an opaque background, internal illumination for items of information only.

. Multi-tenant panels are permitted provided the panels are minimum 10 inches in height, with a minimum 6 inch

letter height. They shall be restricted to one uniform background color and two colors for the sign copy, with the
exception that the Center Identification may have a separate background color. Sign copies shall be limited to the
company name or one generic item of information. Major tenant identification shall be encouraged by being placed
on the largest panel.

Secondary signs (S) are in addition to the Primary (P) sign. Secondary sign copy shall be limited to business
identification only.

Street addresses shall be included on all freestanding signs with minimum six (6) inch numerals.

OTHER LOCATIONAL CRITERIA FOR FREESTANDING COMMERCIAL SIGNS

1.
2.

3.

Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance

8/18/10

No business shall have more than one freestanding sign facing each frontage.

Freestanding signs on the same site shall be located a minimum of 150 feet apart unless approved by a planned sign
program.

A freestanding sign shall not be permitted in an area between the building and right-of-way when that portion of the
building is located at the minimum setback.

Signs shall be located in a landscape planter a minimum of 2 feet wider than the sign itself. Square poles or other
architectural treatment shall be required, except if the sign is 8 feet or less in height, it shall be of monument type,
with a minimum 2 foot base. Placement shall conform with Diagram A.

No freestanding sign shall be located along a local street.

(Balance of page intentionally
left blank)
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3. WALL SIGNS

COMMERCIAL DISTRICTS (CONTINUED)

MAXIMUM MAXIMUM
SITE CRITERIA | TYPE NUMBER SIGN AREA OTHER STANDARDS
Individual Business wall One per street or | 1.5 sq. ft per linear 1. Channel letter signs required on all sites
Identification parking lot ft. of business consisting of 5 or more uses.
frontage for each | frontage.
separate business 2. Signs over 50 sq. ft. shall have an opaque
on the ground Business <50.000 background and internal illumination for
floor sq. ft. Max. total= items of information only or shall be of
200 sq.ft.* channel letter design.
Signs for second
floor businesses Business 50,000+ 3. Multi-business consolidated wall signs
with exterior sq. ft. No Max.* shall be permitted provided the signs do
access may be not exceed the allowable sign area.
permitted by * No sign shall
Planned Sign exceed 200 sq. fi. 4. Placement shall conform to Diagram B.
Program or 1.5 sq. fi. per
linear ft. of the wall | 5. One nameplate may be placed at each
upon which it is door, loading dock, or other entrance
placed. facing a public street; max. 6 sq. fi.
Channel letter signs: | 6. Signs on projecting canopies/awnings
15% bonus after shall be considered wall signs.
above calculation.

7. Raceways shall only be permitted when
unable to place electrical components
within wall/parapet.

under One per business | 8 sq. ft. 1. Canopy signs shall be attached

canopy perpendicular to the building face,
centered above the store entrance or
lease length.

2. Minimum 8 ft. ground clearance.

3. Signs shall not be illuminated.

4. CHANGEABLE COPY SIGNS
MAXIMUM | MAXIMUM MAXIMUM
SITE CRITERIA | TYPE NUMBER SIGN AREA HEIGHT OTHER STANDARDS
Hotel with s One per site 30% of See A.1. To be combined with
Convention allowable f/s Freestanding permitted sign.
Facility area Signs (a-d) above
Live Entertainment s One per site 30% of See A.1. To be combined with
allowable /s Freestanding permitted sign.
area Signs (a-d) above
Tenant Directory fis One per site 30 sq. fi. 7ft. Low intensity illumination,
oriented toward pedestrians
and motorists on site. Min. 30
ft. from exterior property
lines, and 25 ft. from other
freestanding signs.
Menu Board f/s or One per drive- | 32 sq. ft. 7 ft. May be in addition to
wall thru lane (3826-4/09) permitted sign.
Electronic Readerboards (See Sections 233.12 and 233.14 for specifications)
Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance Chapter 233 Page 6 of 25
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B. INDUSTRIAL DISTRICTS

1. FREESTANDING SIGNS

frontage for
each separate
business

Channel letter signs
receive a 10% bonus
after the above
calculation.

Max. 100 sq. ft. per
business for all wall
signs.

MAXIMUM
MAXIMUM MAXIMUM SIGN
SITE CRITERIA NUMBER SIGN-AREA HEIGHT OTHER STANDARDS
Industrial/ Mixed One business Under 1 acre: 7 ft. 1. Sign copy shall be limited to center or
Uses identification 32 sq. ft. single business identification only. No
sign per site multi-tenant panels shall be permitted.
Industrial centers
over 1 acre: 2. Freestanding signs shall conform to
50 sq. fi. Diagram A, and shall be located in a
landscaped planter a minimum of 2 feet
wider than the sign itself.

3. All freestanding signs shall have the
street address included on the sign.

4. Signs shall be monument type.

5. Internally illuminated signs shall be
designed as bonus signs.

Mixed Use One per street | Under 1 acre: 10 ft. 1. Multi-tenant panels are permitted
Businesses with frontage 32 sq. ft. provided the panels are minimum
Frontages on Gothard 10 inches in height with minimum 6 inch
Street Industrial centers high letters. They shall be restricted to
over 1 acre: one uniform background color and two
50 sq. ft. colors for the sign copy, with the
exception that the Center Identification
may have a separate background color.
Sign copies shall be limited to the
company name or one generic item of
information.

2. Major tenant identification shall be
encouraged by being placed on the
largest panel.

3. Signs eight (8) feet or less shall be
monument type.

4. Internally illuminated signs shall be
designed as bonus signs.

2. WALL SIGNS
MAXIMUM
MAXIMUM MAXIMUM SIGN
SITE CRITERIA NUMBER SIGN AREA HEIGHT OTHER STANDARDS
All Industrial/ One per street | 1 sq. fi. per linear fi. Below roofline | 1. One nameplate may be placed at each
Mixed Uses or parking lot | of building frontage. door, loading dock, or other entrance

facing a public street; max. 6 sq. fi.

2. Internally illuminated signs shall be
designed as bonus signs.

3. Raceways shall only be permitted
when unable to place electrical
components within wall/parapet.

Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance
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C. RESIDENTIAL

for Multi-family
Developments

frontage

MAXIMUM
SITE MAXIMUM | MAXIMUM SIGN
CRITERIA TYPE NUMBER SIGN AREA HEIGHT OTHER STANDARDS
Neighborhood fis 1 per street 1 sq. ft. per 6 fi. 1. Signs shall be affixed to perimeter
Identification entrance unit, max. 50 wall or placed within a
sq. ft. landscaped planter.
OR
2. Sign copy shall be limited to 18
inches in height, name of
development only.
wall One on each 0.5 sq. ft. per 3. Freestanding signs shall be set
side of each unit, max. 25 back 20 feet from any interior
street entrance | sq. ft. property line. Placement shall
conform to Diagram A.
Vacancy Signs | wall One per street 6 sq. ft. Below roofline 1. Copy limited to "vacancy," type

of unit available, and source of

information.

D. CHURCHES, AND SCHOOLS, AND COMMERCIAL
RECREATIONAL USES WITHIN PUBLIC PARKS

MAXIMUM
SITE MAXIMUM | MAXIMUM SIGN
CRITERIA TYPE NUMBER SIGN AREA HEIGHT OTHER STANDARDS
Identification fis One per site 32sq. f. 7ft. 1. Freestanding signs shall be
completely located within a
AND landscaped planter.
wall One per site 1 sq. fi. per Below roofline | 2. Signs shall be monument type.
linear ft. of
bldg. frontage 3. Freestanding signs shall be set
Max. 32 sq. ft. back 5 ft. from any interior
property line.
4. All freestanding signs shall have
the address included on the sign.
5. Raceways shall only be permitted
when unable to place electrical
components within wall/parapet.
Changeable s One per site 30% of 7ft. To be combined with permitted sign.
Copy allowable
f/s area
wall One per site May be in addition to permitted
32 sq. ft. sign.
(3826-4/09)

Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance
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E. SERVICE STATIONS

MAXIMUM
SITE MAXIMUM | MAXIMUM SIGN
CRITERIA: | TYPE NUMBER SIGN AREA HEIGHT OTHER STANDARDS
Business s One per site Alternative A: 7 ft. 1. Service stations with convenience
Identification 20 sq. ft. if sign markets shall use Alternative A.
contains only
identification 2. Freestanding signs shall be located
and no in a landscaped planter a minimum
changeable of 2 feet wider than the sign itself.
copy panels for
pricing. 3. Signs shall be monument type.
OR 4. All freestanding signs shall have
the address included on the sign.
Alternative B:
50 sq. ft. if
price
information is
incorporated on
sign. Sign shall
contain panels
for fuel price
only. No
detached price
signs shall be
located
elsewhere on
the site.
wall One per street 1 sq. ft. per Below roofline | 1. Internal illumination or channel
frontage linear foot of letters only.
and/or building
frontage 2. If canopy fascia signs are used for
canopy | One per street business ID, no wall signs shall be
frontage permitted on bldg.
10 sq. ft.

3. Max. letter height for fascia signs
shall be 75% of fascia width.

4. If canopy fascia signs are not
provided, a logo may be permitted
on each side of canopy column
connector (spandrel) in addition to
wall signs.

Fuel Priceand | f/s One per street 12sq. fl. 6 ft. 1. Price signs shall advertise fuel
Credit frontage in prices only and no other product
Information conjunction available.
with
Alternative A 2. Freestanding signs shall be
sign completely located within a
landscaped planter.
Price signs
shall be located
a minimum 15
ft. from other
freestanding
signs.
Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance Chapter 233 Page 9 of 25
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233.08

E. SERVICE STATIONS (CONTINUED)

MAXIMUM
SITE MAXIMUM ' MAXIMUM SIGN
CRITERIA TYPE NUMBER SIGN AREA HEIGHT OTHER STANDARDS

——— r—— = =

Pump attached | One per 2sq. ft. 10 fi. 1. No other signs shall be permitted

Instructions or to pump | canopy column on the canopy or column except

Identification island as specified.

column

2. Point of purchase signs shall be
prohibited.

3. State or Federal government
required signs encompassed
within a fuel pump shall not be
regulated by this ordinance.

F. PERMITTED IN ALL DISTRICTS
MAXIMUM
SITE MAXIMUM | MAXIMUM SIGN
CRITERIA TYPE NUMBER SIGN. AREA HEIGHT OTHER STANDARDS
Building wall One per 3 sq. ft. per Shall be placed 1. Such sign shall be in addition to
Identification for building foot of bldg. within top 25 ft. that which is permitted elsewhere
Buildings Over frontage height of bldg. in this article.

100 Ft. in Height

Raceways shall only be permitted
when unable to place electrical
components within wall/parapet.

Promotional Activity Signs

Repealed: (3826-4/09)

Exempt Signs

The following signs are exempt from the sign permit requirements of Section 233.04. These
signs shall not be restricted by content and no fee, permit or application is required: (3334-6/97,

3826-4/09)

A.  Cornerstones (including names of buildings and dates of erection), and citations
that are made an integral part of the structure. (3334-6/97, 3826-4/09)

B.  Signs not exceeding 0.5 square feet each posted by commercial establishments.
(3334-6/97, 3826-4/09)

Flags posted by any governmental agency. (3334-6/97, 3826-4/09)

D. Signs posted by neighborhood safety organizations. (3334-6/97, 3826-4/09)

Notices posted by a utility or other quasi-public agent in the performance of a
public duty. (3334-6/97, 3826-4/09)

Signs or notices posted by any court, public body or officer. (3334-6/97, 3826-4/09)

G.  Signs posted by property owners on private property, as required by law (including
no trespass and legal notices). (3334-6/97, 3826-4/09)

Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance
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H.  One sign, not over six (6) square feet in area, may be posted at each door, loading
dock, or other entrance facing a public street. (3334-6/97, 3826-4/09)

L One double-faced sign per each commercial parking entrance, not exceeding two
(2) square feet in area and four (4) feet in height.
(3334-6/97, 3826-4/09)

J. Signs erected by a public agency. (3334-6/97, 3826-4/09)

K.  Signs manufactured as a standard, integral part of a mass-produced product
accessory or display structure including telephone booths, vending machines,
automated teller machines, and gasoline pumps. (3334-6/97, 3826-4/09)

L.  Signs within a building not visible from a public street and window signs not
exceeding 20 percent of the visible area of a window (50% during December).
No window sign shall be displayed above the second story.
(3334-6/97, 3360-12/97, 3826-4/09)

Signs required by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). (3360-12/97, 3826-4/09)

N.  Two (2) signs (including, but not limited to, street numerals and “no solicitation”
notices), not exceeding two (2) square feet each, placed on any part of a building
facing a public street. (3334-6/97, 3826-4/09)

O. Temporary signs. Temporary signs are permitted where the property owner has
granted permission for its display. Temporary signs are permitted in public rights-
of-way, but not permitted in street medians or dividers. This signage shall not be
restricted by content, but is usually and customarily used to advertise real estate
sales, political or ideological positions, garage sales, and home construction or
remodeling, etc. In addition, signage shall be permitted as follows: (3334-6/97, 3826-
4/09, 3881-8/10)

(3826-4/09)
SITE TYPE | MAXIMUM | MAXIMUM | MAXIMUM
CRITERIA NUMBER | SIGN AREA SIGN OTHER STANDARDS
HEIGHT
Election Signs or | F/S N/A N/A N/A 1. Cannot create traffic or safety hazards.
Political Signs or
Wall 2. May be erected no more than seventy five
(75) days prior to an election and must be
removed within fifteen (15) days after an
election.
(3881-8/10) (3826-4/09)
Real Estate
Residential F/S One per 8sq. fl. 6 ft. 1. Cannot create traffic or safety hazards.
or site
Wall 2. May be erected no earlier than the date
the property is placed on the market for sale,
lease or rental, and is removed immediately
after the sale, lease, or rental of the property
which is defined as the close of escrow or
execution of lease or rental agreement.
3. No sign may be attached to the perimeter
walls of residential communities.
(3826-4/09)
Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance Chapter 233 Page 11 of 25
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Real Estate

Commercial
Office Dist.

F/S
or
Wall

1 per site

20 sq. fi.

10 ft.

12 ft.

1. Cannot create traffic or safety hazards.

2. May be erected no earlier than the date
the property is placed on the market for sale,
lease or rental, and is removed immediately
after the sale, lease, or rental of the property
which is defined as the close of escrow or
execution of lease or rental agreement.

(3826-4/09)

Real Estate

Commercial
Industrial

F/S
or
Wall

1 per site

30 sq. ft.

12 ft.

1. Cannot create traffic or safety hazards.

2. May be erected no earlier than the date
the property is placed on the market for sale,
lease or rental, and is removed immediately
after the sale, lease, or rental of the property
which is defined as the close of escrow or
execution of lease or rental agreement.
(3826-4/09)

All other
Districts

Real Estate

F/S
or
Wall

1 per site

20 sq. ft.

10 ft.

1. Cannot create traffic or safety hazards.

2. May be erected no earlier than the date
the property is placed on the market for sale,
lease or rental, and is removed immediately
after the sale, lease, or rental of the property
which is defined as the close of escrow or
execution of lease or rental agreement.

3. Signs shall not be attached to the perimeter
walls of residential communities.

(3826-4/09)

Construction
Signs

F/S
or
Wall

1 per site

32 sq. fi.

None

1. Is erected no earlier than the date a
building permit is issued for the property,
and is removed prior to issuance of a
certificate of occupancy or final inspection,
whichever comes first.

(3826-4/09)

Open House
Signs

F/S
or
Wall

1 per site

6 sq. fi.

4 ft.

1. Sign must be displayed adjacent to the
entrance of a property or in the case of a
residential subdivision at the immediate
points of access to the property from an
arterial, and is removed by sunset on any day
it is erected.

2. Placement shall not be in street medians,
dividers, on street signs, traffic control
devices and shall not obstruct the public
right-of-way.

(3826-4/09)

Open House
Sign

Flags

3 per site

2.5 sq. fi.

6 ft.

1. Must be displayed at the immediate points
of access to a property or, in the case of a
residential subdivision, from the immediate
point of access from an arterial.

(3826-4/09)

Pennants

30 sq. ft.

1. Must be placed on light standards located
on private property.

2. Must have an eight (8) foot clearance
from the ground.

3. Must be removed within five (5) business
days of the completion of the City-sponsored
event or theme. (3826-4/09)
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233.10 Prohibited Signs

A.  Canvas signs, banners, pennants, streamers, balloons or other temporary signs
except as provided in Sections 233.08 (Exempt Signs), 233.16 (Subdivision
Directional Signs) or 233.18 (Promotional Activity Signs). (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

B.  Mobile, A-frame, and portable signs and those of a similar nature which are not
permanently attached to the ground or building except as provided in Sections
233.18 0or 233.20. (3334-6/97)

C. Roof signs except those permitted under Section 233.18(4). (3334-6/97, 3826-4/09)

D.  Signs which resemble any official marker erected by the city, state, or any
governmental agency, or which, by reason of position, shape, color or illumination
would conflict with the proper functioning of any traffic sign or signal or would be
a hazard to vehicular or pedestrian traffic. (3334-6/97)

E.  Signs which produce odor, sound, smoke, fire or other such emissions. (3334-6/97)

F.  Flashing, moving, pulsating, or intermittently lighted signs, mechanical movement
signs, including searchlights, except electronic readerboards and public service
signs such as those for time and temperature. (3334-6/97)

G.  Animals or human beings, live or simulated, utilized as signs. (3334-6/97)

H. Projecting signs, except canopy or awning signs and under-canopy signs, subject to
subsections 233.06(A) and 233.06(E). (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

L Signs which constitute a nuisance or hazard due to their intensity of light. (3334-6/97)

J. Signs visible from and within 100 feet of an R district which are illuminated
between the hours of 10:00 PM and 7:00 AM unless they identify an establishment
open for business during those hours. (3360-12/97)

K.  Off-premises signs, including billboards or advertising structures installed for the
purpose of advertising a project, subject or business unrelated to the premises upon
which the sign is located, except as permitted pursuant to Sections 233.14
(Readerboard Signs-Multiple Users) and 233.16 (Subdivision Directional Signs).
(3334-6/97, 3826-4/09)

L.  Abandoned signs and signs which no longer identify a bona fide business
conducted on the premises. Such signs shall be removed by the property owner
within 60 days of the business' closing date. The sign panel may be turned over
(blank side out) if the sign complies with code. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

M.  Signs located on public property, including signs affixed to utility poles, trees or
projecting onto the public right-of-way, except political signs and those required by
law. This section shall not prohibit the placement of advertising panels on public
service items including, but not limited to, trash receptacles, bicycle racks, bus
benches, transit shelters, and telephone booths, within public rights-of-way or in
publicly-operated beaches or parks provided such items are placed in accord with
an agreement granted by the City Council. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97, 3826-4/09, 3881-8/10)
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N.  Vehicle signs, signs affixed to automobiles, trucks, trailers or other vehicles on
public or private property for the purpose of advertising, identifying or providing
direction to a use or activity not related to the lawful use of the vehicle for
delivering merchandise or rendering service. Any such vehicle signs which have as
their primary purpose to serve as a non-moving or moving display are prohibited.
(3334-6/97, 3826-4/08)

233.12 Electronic Readerboards

Electronic readerboards are permitted subject to the review by the Design Review Board, and
approval of a conditional use permit by the Zoning Administrator. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97, 3711-06/05,
3826-4/09)

A. Required Findings: Prior to approving a conditional use permit to allow an
electronic readerboard sign, the Zoning Administrator shall make the following
findings: (3334-6/97, 3711-06/05)

1. The proposed electronic readerboard sign conforms with the standards and
criteria as set forth in this chapter; (3334-6/97)

2. The proposed electronic readerboard sign is compatible with other signs on
the site and in the vicinity; (3334-6/97)

3. The proposed electronic readerboard sign will not adversely impact traffic
circulation in adjacent rights-of-way or create a hazard to vehicular or
pedestrian traffic; and (3334-6/97)

4.  The proposed electronic readerboard sign shall not have adverse visual
impacts on adjoining commercial and/or residential neighborhoods. (3334-6/97)

B. Readerboard Sign Criteria: (3360-12/97)

1.  Electronic readerboards may be freestanding or wall type signs. (3334-6/97)
2. The maximum number of electronic readerboards shall be one per site. (3334-6/97)

3.  The maximum sign area shall be 115 square feet; 90 square feet for message
center; and 25 feet for other information. (3334-6/97)

4.  The maximum height of a freestanding electronic readerboard sign shall be
25 feet. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

5. The electronic readerboard shall have cylinders, a shade screen and a
photocell for reducing the intensity of lighting at night. (3334-6/97)

6.  The maximum measurable light output of the electronic readerboard shall not
exceed 50 foot-candles at any property line. (3334-6/97)

C. Location Requirements: (3334-6/97)

1. Electronic readerboards shall only be allowed on parcels abutting a freeway
and on parcels abutting Beach Boulevard, excluding the portion along Beach
Boulevard designated as a landscape corridor south of Adams to Pacific
Coast Highway. (3334-6/97)

2. Minimum lot frontage: 200 feet. (3334-6/97)
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3.
4.

Minimum distance between electronic readerboards: 150 feet. (3334-6/97)

Minimum distance to any residence: 150 feet. (3334-6/97)

D. Other Standards: (3334-6/97)

1.

Where a site has an electronic readerboard, temporary banners, balloons, flags,
etc. shall be permitted a maximum of 15 days per calendar year. (3334-6/97)

Hours of operation: 6:30 AM to 10:30 PM. At least 10 percent of the
message time, or any percentage deemed necessary by the City for emergency
conditions, shall be used for public service announcements. (3334-6/97)

Messages in an electronic readerboard shall be no faster than one message
every four seconds, and the minimum interval between messages shall be at
least one second. Continuous motion of messages is not permitted. (3334-6/97)

Light intensity changes (other than between day and night uses) are not
permitted. (3334-6/97)

In addition to the electronic readerboard sign, one monument sign, maximum
of seven (7) feet in height and a maximum fifty (50) square feet in sign area,
may be permitted and all other signage shall be brought into conformance
with this chapter. (3334-6/97)

233.14 Readerboard Signs - Multiple Users

Off-site electronic readerboard signs may be permitted subject to review by the Design Review
Board and approval of a conditional use permit by the Zoning Administrator. Approval of
electronic readerboard signs shall be subject to the following: (3334-6/97, 3711-06/05, 3826-4/09)

A. Regquired Findings: Prior to approving a conditional use permit to allow a multiple

user electronic readerboard sign, the Zoning Administrator shall make the following
findings: (3334-6/97)

1.

The proposed electronic readerboard sign conforms with the standards and
criteria as set forth in the Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision
Ordinance; (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

The proposed electronic readerboard sign will not adversely impact traffic
circulation in adjacent right-of-way or create a hazard to vehicle or pedestrian
traffic. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

B. Multiple User Readerboard Sign Criteria: (3360-12/97)

1.  Multiple user electronic readerboard signs may be located at a site which is
not the location of any of the parties using the sign for advertising. (3334-6/97)

2. Multiple user electronic readerboard shall be freestanding. (3334-6/97)

3. The maximum sign area shall be twelve hundred (1200) square feet. (3334-6/97)

4.  The maximum height of a multiple user readerboard sign shall be eighty-five
(85) feet. (3334-6/97)

5. The multiple user readerboard shall have cylinders or directional incandescent
lamps and have a shade screen or louver system, a shade screen and a
photocell for reducing the intensity of lighting at night. (3334-6/97)
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C. Lighting Standards: (3334-6/97)

1. The maximum night time light intensity and illuminance shall conform to the
following: (3334-6/97)

MAXIMUM NIGHT TIME INTENSITY

Height from Ground
(in feet) 5 10 20 30 50 70 85
Maximum Intensity
(x 1000 lumens) 125 130 145 170 250 370 490
(3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)
MAXIMUM NIGHT TIME ILLUMINANCE
Land Use
at Receptor Site Residential Commercial Other
Maximum Illuminance
(foot-candles) 0.3 2.0 1.0

(3334-6/97)

The maximum night time illuminance shall be measured at the receptor site,
at ground level, by a direct reading, portable light meter. Measurements shall
not be made within one hour after sunset or before sunrise. (3334-6/97)

2. Illuminance shall be determined by the difference between a reading taken
with the sign on and another reading taken within three (3) minutes with the
sign off. (3334-6/97)

3. An illuminance chart shall be prepared by a licensed engineer and submitted
to the Director for approval prior to installation. Conformance with this
ordinance shall be verified by actual measurements made, as specified herein,
after installation. The method of measurement and results shall be subject to
approval of the Director. (3334-6/97)

D. Location Requirements: (3334-6/97)

1. A multiple user readerboard shall be located no farther than two hundred
(200) feet from a freeway. (3334-6/97)

2. The minimum distance between multiple user readerboards shall be one
thousand (1,000) feet. (3334-6/97)

3. The sign shall be a minimum distance of 600 feet from residential properties.
(3360-12/97)

E.  Other Standards: (3334-6/97)

1.  No off-site electronic readerboard will be permitted except for multiple users.
(3334-6/97)

2. At least twenty percent (20%) of the message time, or any percentage deemed
necessary by the City for emergency conditions shall be used for public
service announcements. (3334-6/97)
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3.  Messages in a multiple user sign shall be no faster than one message every
four (4) seconds and the minimum interval between messages shall be at least
one second. (3334-6/97)

4.  Light intensity changes (other than between day and night uses) are not
permitted. (3334-6/97)

233.16 Subdivision Directional Signs

Subdivision directional signs shall contain only the name of a development, the developer, price
information, and directional information for land development projects located within the City.
Sign permits for off-site subdivision directional signs for land development projects shall be
limited to no more than six off-site signs, and approval for such signs shall be subject to the
following standards: (3334-6/97, 3826-4/09)

A. Location requirements: (3334-6/97)

1.  Signs shall not be located within any street medians, divides, or other public
rights-of-way or on any property developed with residential uses other than
that of the subdivision identified. (3334-6/97, 3826-4/09)

2.  Signs located on the same side of the street shall be a minimum of 600 feet
from any other subdivision directional sign except a sign may be permitted on
each corner of the intersection of arterial highways. (3334-6/97)

3. Maximum area and height: (3334-6/97)

a. 64 square feet in area and 15 feet high provided there is a minimum
50 foot distance from any adjacent developed property. (3334-6/97)

b. 32 square feet in area and 8 feet high provided there is a minimum
25 foot distance from any adjacent developed property. (3334-6/97)

B.  Permit expiration: Sign Permits issued for subdivision directional signs shall
expire either one year from the date of issuance or on the date 90 percent of the
project's units have all been sold, leased, or rented for the first time, whichever is
sooner. Annual renewals may be granted for such time as units still exist for sale;
however, no more than one directional sign is allowed after 90 percent of the units
are sold, leased or rented. (3334-6/97, 3826-4/09)

C.  Street widening: When a sign conflicts with street widening or construction, it
shall be removed upon written notice at no cost to any public agency. (3334-6/97)

D. Required bond: Prior to the issuance of a building permit, the applicant shall file a
cash bond in an amount set by resolution of the City Council. The full bond
amount shall be refunded if the sign structure is removed and the site restored to its
original condition within 15 days after the expiration of the permit. If the sign
structure is not removed, the City shall remove the sign and its supporting structure
with the cost deducted from the cash bond, and any remainder refunded. (3334-6/97)

233.18 Promotional Activity Signs

A. Promotional activity signs may be placed on a site subject to the issuance of a
temporary sign permit by the Director, and provided that such signs comply with all
of the standards set forth in this Section, and provided such signs do not create
safety hazards or block signs identifying adjoining establishments. (3334-6/97, 3826-4/09)
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B. A temporary sign permit for a promotional activity sign, banners, pennant or
pennants, unless otherwise specified, shall be valid for a maximum of ninety (90)
days in any calendar year and shall not be renewable. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97, 3826-4/09)

C.  Promotional activity banners shall not exceed one square foot of banner area for
each linear foot of building frontage and in no case shall the total banner area
exceed 100 square feet. Pennants shall be limited to a maximum of one square foot
for each pennant. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97, 3826-4/09)

D. A promotional activity banner, as permitted above, shall not be affected by the
issuance of a grand opening promotional activity sign permit during the same
calendar year. The size of a grand opening promotional activity banner shall not
exceed the size specified in Section 233.18 C. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97, 3826-4/09)

E. Promotional activity signs, banners, and pennants shall be maintained and not be in
a condition of disrepair. Disrepair shall include torn, faded or sagging signs.
(3334-6/97, 3826-4/09)

F.  The Director may approve a temporary sign permit for a promotional sign, to be
displayed on a site with electronic readerboards up to a maximum of fifteen (15)
days per calendar year. (3334-6/97, 3826-4/09)

G.  Vehicle sales businesses and automobile dealerships located on Beach Boulevard
may, without first obtaining a temporary use permit from the Director, display
promotional activity signs, banners, pennants, and car-top signs that comply with
the following standards: (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97, 3826-4/09)

1. Eighteen inch (18") non-metallic helium balloons and large non-metallic
inflatables may be displayed on the weekends (Friday 9:00 AM through
Sunday 12:00 Midnight), provided they do not project over the public right-
of-way. (3334-6/97)

2. Automobile dealerships on Beach Boulevard shall be permitted to display
flags, pennants, banners and car-top signs throughout the year. (3334-6/97)

H.  Vehicle sales businesses and automobile dealerships located on Beach Boulevard
shall obtain a temporary sign permit for the use of large displays and inflatables
larger than eighteen inches (18") in diameter. The displays and inflatables shall be
affixed directly to the ground or roof of a building. The displays and inflatables
shall be limited to a maximum of twelve (12) weekends per calendar year.
(3360-12/97, 3826-4/09)

233.20 Planned Sign Program

A Planned Sign Program shall be submitted to the Director when required by Section 233.04 B.
Such program shall be reviewed and approved by the Director prior to issuance of any building
permit. The purpose of the Planned Sign Program is to encourage coordinated and quality sign
design as well as to permit more flexible sign standards for commercial and industrial centers.
(3334-6/97, 3360-12/97, 3527-2/02, 3826-4/09)

The standards of Section 233.06 shall be used as a guide in the design of a Planned Sign
Program. The property owner shall designate a person or firm as the primary liaison with the
City for the purpose of submitting sign permit requests in conformance with the approved
Planned Sign Program. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97, 3826-4/09)

A.  Planned sign program applications shall be submitted to the Planning Division and
shall include the following: (3334-6/97)
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1.  Asite plan, drawn to scale, depicting the precise locations of all buildings and
signs; (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

2. Drawings and/or sketches indicating the exterior surface details of all
buildings on the site on which wall signs, directory signs, or projecting signs
are proposed; (3334-6/97)

3. Written text describing the specific sign criteria for the property. The
program shall, at minimum, include provisions regulating sign height, area,
sign type, colors, design and location. (3360-12/97)

4. A statement of the reasons for any requested modifications to the provisions
or standards of this chapter; and (3334-6/97)

5.  The name, address, and telephone number of the person or firm responsible
for administering the Planned Sign Program. (3334-6/97, 3826-4/09)

B. A Planned Sign Program may include more than one freestanding sign per parcel or
other deviations from the standards of this chapter, provided that the total sign area
does not exceed the area otherwise permitted by Section 233.06 by more than 10%,
or by 30% for multiple automobile franchises occupying the same lot, and
commercial businesses with 50,000 square feet or more of floor area. In approving
a Planned Sign Program, the Director shall find: (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97, 3826-4/09)

1.  That the proposed signs are compatible with the style or character of existing
improvements on the site and are well related to each other, reflecting a
common theme and design style. (3334-6/97)

C. The Director may require any reasonable conditions necessary to carry out the
intent of the Planned Sign Program. For developments with existing signs, a
schedule or phasing plan for bringing such signs into conformance with the Planned
Sign Program shall be submitted and become part of the approval of the Planned
Sign Program. A cash bond may be required to guarantee their modification or
removal. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97, 3826-4/09)

233.22 Miscellaneous Signs and Provisions

A. Signs within the Downtown Specific Plan or located in any other specific plan areas
shall comply with any additional requirements outlined within the plan itself and
any applicable design guidelines. (3334-6/97, 3826-4/09)

B. Non-commercial murals, non-commercial large graphic designs, and statuary shall
be subject to review by the Director for the sole purpose of ensuring that such
displays will not pose a hazard to public health, safety or welfare. (3334-6/97)

C. No window or contiguous window panes shall be covered by paper or painting
signs that exceed 20% of the total area of that window, however; windows may be
covered up to 50% during the month of December.

(3334-6/97, 3360-12/97, 3826-4/09)

233.24 Nonconforming Signs
A. Continuation of Use. A nonconforming sign may be maintained on site after the

effective date of the ordinance codified in this title, provided that the
nonconforming sign is not: (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97, 3826-4/09)
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1. Changed to another nonconforming sign; or (3334-6/97)
2. Structurally altered so as to extend its useful life; or (3334-6/97)

3. Expanded or altered as defined in Section 233.28, except that a change of
sign panel/face may be permitted provided the items of information on the
sign (i.e., business name) remain the same; or (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

4.  Reestablished after discontinuance for ninety (90) days or more; or
(3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

5. Reestablished after damage or destruction of more than fifty percent (50%) of
the sign value at the time of such damage or destruction. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

B. Signs replaced or requested to be modified at the owner's initiative shall comply
with all current provisions of this chapter unless the Director approves a Sign
Code Exception, a Limited Sign Permit or Planned Sign Program.
(3334-6/97, 3360-12/97, 3826-4/09)

233.26 Code Compliance

Signs shall be subject to the provisions of this chapter, the Uniform Building Code and National
Electric Code, as adopted by the City. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

Any sign by design, location or configuration that violates this Chapter or creates a pedestrian or
vehicle hazard is deemed to be a public nuisance and subject to enforcement under this Code
and/or the Huntington Beach Municipal Code. (3826-4/09)

Penalty. No person, firm, corporation or other legal entity shall maintain, place, erect, or permit
any sign to be displayed in violation of this chapter. Violations are a misdemeanor and are
punishable as provided in Chapter 249 Enforcement of the Huntington Beach Zoning and
Subdivision Ordinance. (3360-12/97)

233.28 Definitions

The following definitions shall apply to the provisions in this chapter. General definitions are
contained in Chapter 203. (3334-6/97)

A. Abandoned Sign: a sign which no longer directs, advertises or identifies a legal
business establishment, product or activity on the premises where such sign is
displayed. (3334-6/97)

B. Alteration: any change of copy, sign face, color, size, shape, illumination, position,
location, construction, or supporting structure of any sign. (3334-6/97)

C. Animated Sign: any sign which is designed to give a message through a sequence of
progressive changes of parts or lights or degree of lighting. (3334-6/97)

D. Area of Sign: (3334-6/97)

1. The area included within the outer dimensions of a sign (excluding structural
SUppOIts). (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)
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2. For freestanding signs, sign area shall be calculated on one (1) face of the
sign, provided a sign face on a double-sided sign is not separated from the
opposite side of the sign by more than 12 inches at any point.

(3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

3. For illuminated awning or canopy signs, sign area shall be calculated around
the sign copy only. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

4. For signs without a border or frame (channel or skeleton letters), the area
shall be within a rectangle or eight (8) continuous straight lines (with right
angles) formed around the extreme outer limits of the sign message,
including all figures and any background or color which is an integral part of
the sign.

(3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

SIGN AREA SIGN
AREA

E. Awning: a shelter supported entirely from the exterior wall of a building and
composed of non-rigid materials except for the supporting framework. (3334-6/97)

F. Awning Sign: a sign painted on, printed on, or attached flat against the surface of an
awning. (3334-6/97)

G. Banner Sign: a temporary sign composed of fabric or flexible material with no
enclosing frame. (3334-6/97)

H. Bonus Sign: an internally illuminated freestanding sign designed with opaque sign
faces/panels, and illumination for items of information only. (3360-12/97)

L Business Identification Sign: a sign which serves to identify only the name and
address of the premises, business, building or portion of building upon which it is
located and includes no other advertising such as product lists, phone numbers and
hours of operation. Logos may also be permitted. (3334-6/97)

J. Building Frontage: the linear extent of a building or business which has frontage on
either a street or parking area. Only one side of the building facing the street or
parking area shall be used to determine the maximum sign area. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

K. Canopy: a permanent roof-like structure which extends along and projects beyond
the wall of a building, or is freestanding as common in service stations, and is
generally designed and constructed to provide protection from the weather.
(3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

L. Changeable Copy Sign: a sign or portion thereof with characters, letters or
illustrations that can be changed manually or electrically without altering the face or
surface of the sign. (3334-6/97)

M. Channel letters: individual letters or figures, illuminated or non-illuminated, affixed
to a building or freestanding sign structure. (3334-6/97)

N. Construction Sign: a temporary sign identifying the persons, firms or businesses
directly connected with a construction or development project and may include the
name of the future site occupant. (3334-6/97)
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0. Directional Sign: an on-premise incidental sign designed to guide or direct
pedestrian or vehicular traffic. (3334-6/97)

P. Electronic Readerboard: a changeable message sign consisting of a matrix of lamps
which are computer controlled. (3334-6/97)

Q. Exposed Neon: neon tubing used for lighting in signs and other building
identification such as raceways and accent lighting. (3360-12/97)

R. Exposed Raceway: visible tube or box behind a wall sign used to house electrical
wiring for the wall sign. (3360-12/97)

S. Flashing Sign: an illuminated sign which contains an intermittent or sequential
flashing light source or any other such means to attract attention. This definition is
not intended to include "changeable copy signs" or "animated signs." (3334-6/97)

T. Freestanding Sign: a sign permanently attached to the ground and which does not
have a building as its primary structural support. This includes ground signs, pole
signs and monument signs. (3334-6/97)

U. Grand Opening: a promotional activity not exceeding ninety (90) calendar days
used by newly established businesses to inform the public of their location and
services. (3334-6/97)

V. Ground Sign: see Freestanding Sign. (3334-6/97)

W. Illegal Sign: a sign which was erected without obtaining a permit as required by this
Chapter, that does not meet the requirements of this ordinance, or has not received
legal nonconforming status. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97, 3826-4/09)

X. Incidental Sign: a small sign pertaining to goods, products, services or facilities
which are available on the premises where the sign occurs and intended primarily
for the convenience of the public. (3334-6/97)

Y. Indirect [llumination: a light cast on the surface of a sign from an exterior source.
(3334-6/97)

Z. Industrial Center: any site containing three (3) or more industrial activities. (3360-
12/97)

AA. Integrated Development: a development or site comprised of one or more parcels
served by common access ways, driveways, parking and landscaping. (3334-6/97)

BB. Interior illumination: any sign face which is artificially lit from the inside. (3334-6/97)

CC. Item of information: each word, design, symbol, or figure. (3334-6/97)

DD. Limited Sign Permit: A permit approved by the Director that permits a temporary
sign used to advertise a short-term special activity or sale, i.e., grand opening, under
new ownership, fall sale, etc. and maintenance or modification to the face or copy
of a nonconforming sign to extend a use of the sign for a time period deemed
appropriate by the Director, but not to exceed two (2) years. (3360-12/97, 3826-4/09)

EE. Logo: a trademark or company name symbol. (3334-6/97)

FF. Marquee: see Canopy. (3334-6/97)

GG. Mansard: a sloped roof or roof-like facade. (3334-6/97)
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HH.
IL.

JI.

KK.

LL.

MM.

00.

PP.

QQ.

SS.

TT.

uu.

VV.

WW.

XX.

YY.

Monument Sign: a free standing sign with a solid base. (3334-6/97)

Moving Sign: any sign or device which has any visible moving part, visible
revolving part, or visible mechanical movement. (3334-6/97)

Name Plate Sign: an attached sign which designates the names and/or address of a
business, and/or the words "entrance" or "exit." (3334-6/97)

Nonconforming Sign: a sign which was erected legally but does not comply with
provisions of the current sign ordinance. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97, 3826-4/09)

Off-Site Sign: any sign which advertises goods, products, services or facilities not
sold, produced, manufactured or furnished on the premises on which the sign is
located. These signs are also known as outdoor advertising, billboards, and poster
panels. (3334-6/97)

On-Site Sign: a sign which pertains to the use(s) of the site on which it is located.
(3334-6/97)

Open House Sign: a sign which identifies a building for sale or lease which is open
and available for inspection. (3334-6/97, 3826-4/09)

Planned Sign Program: A required component for certain sign permits that
incorporates coordinated and quality sign design elements and is reviewed and
approved by the Director. (3360-12/97, 3826-4/09)

Point of Purchase Display: advertising of a retail item accompanying its display,
e.g., an advertisement on a product dispenser. (3334-6/97)

Pole Sign: see Freestanding Sign. (3334-6/97)

Political Sign: a sign identifying either a candidate for public office or an issue
relating to a forthcoming election. (3334-6/97)

Portable Sign: any sign not permanently attached to the ground or a building.
(3334-6/97)

Projecting Sign: a sign which is attached to and projects from the wall of the
building more than 18 inches and which has its display surface perpendicular to
such wall, to the structure to which it is attached. (3334-6/97)

Promotional Activity Sign: a temporary sign used to advertise a short term special
activity or sale, i.e., grand opening, under new ownership, fall sale, etc. (3334-6/97)

Public Access Signage: signage that directs the general public to the coast or sea
and/or public amenities available for general public use. (3360-12197)

Public Service Information Sign: any sign intended primarily to promote items of
general interest to the community such as time, temperature, date, atmospheric
conditions, news or traffic control, etc. (3334-6/97)

Real Estate Sign: any temporary sign indicating that the premises on which the sign
is located is for sale, lease or rent. (3334-6/97)

Roof Sign: an attached sign constructed upon or over a roof, or placed so as to
extend above the visible roofline; or a freestanding sign which is greater in height
than the building it serves to identify. (3334-6/97)
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ZZ. Rotating Sign: any sign or portion thereof which physically revolves about an axis.
(3334-6/97)

AAA.  Sign: any medium for visual communication, including its structure and component
parts, which is used or intended to be used to attract attention. (3334-6/97)

BBB.  Sign Height: measurement from the adjacent sidewalk or curb to the highest portion
of the sign, including architectural elements. (3360-12/97)

CCC.  Sign Code Exception: a deviation to some of the specifications set forth in this
chapter that is approved by the Director. (3360-12/97, 3826-4/09)

DDD.  Sign Copy: any words, letters, numbers, figures, designs or other symbolic
representation incorporated into a sign for the purpose of attracting attention.
(3334-6/97)

EEE.  Site: one or more parcels of land identified by the assessor's records where an
integrated building development has been approved or proposed. The site shall
include all parcels of land contained within or a part of the development
application.

(3334-6/97)

FFF. Site Frontage: the length of a lot or parcel of land along or fronting a street.
(3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

GGG.  Special Events Sign: a temporary sign advertising or pertaining to any civic,
patriotic, or special event of a general public interest taking place within the city.
(3334-6/97)

HHH.  Subdivision Directional Sign: a sign providing direction to a land development
project pursuant to this chapter. (3334-6/97)

ML Supergraphic: a painted design which covers an area greater than ten percent of a
wall, building facade, or other structure. (3334-6/97)

J1J. Temporary Sign: a sign which is installed for a limited time and is not constructed
or intended for long-term use. (3334-6/97)

KKK.  Temporary Window Sign: a sign painted or constructed of paper or other
lightweight material and affixed to the interior or exterior side of a window or glass
area on a building for a limited time. (3334-6/97)

LLL. Wall Sign: any sign which is attached or erected on the exterior, posted, or painted
or suspended from or otherwise affixed to a wall of a building including the
parapet, with the display surface of the sign parallel to the building wall, and which
does not project more than eighteen (18) inches from the building, or project above
the height of the wall or parapet. (3334-6/97)

MMM. Window Sign: a sign in which the name, address, phone number, or hours of
operation are applied directly to the window of a business, or a sign visible through
the window from the street. (3334-6/97)

Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance Chapter 233 Page 24 of 25
8/18/10




Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance

8/18/10

To remain clear —,

\

l X , 10", l 25'
Q > O ..;:t‘ \/o.. o 'o:- 0% ~
NV of R\
£ ~ _]n — Y | |25
g-\ I Min. Driveway
S § | 10
_§ \§ ' wide
gb landscape
£ ' area g
8o
b S
Sign Type Setback
Pole 40
X : : :
DIAGRAM A Monument | Subject to Director review
G:ADIVSDRAWN233-DIAA BMP
X a [ pe ,E
! i i |
! ! i !
T ;
[ | y
j T ] | I'
! 1 f 3
E ! P
| |
I ! l
i I y
] |
: |
: 70% Leasehold - Max. Width
75% Fascia - Max. Height
DIAGRAM B =

Equal Dimensions

<« X | T

Equal Dimensions

Chapter 233

G:\DIVSDRAW233-DIAB.BMP

Page 25 of 25

yd
SNTNO. 9



RECEIVED

. . NOV 1 02010
Comments to the Design Review Board .
From David Treiman, resident across the street from the First Christian Church. Sgggﬁg& %‘?ﬁgg. |

November 10, 2010

I and several of my neighbors received notice from the City of Huntington Beach on
November 8 (postmarked November 3 but not dated) that the Design Review Board would meet on
November 10 to hear a request to allow total wall signage of 300 sq. ft. in lieu of 32 sq. ft. at the First
Christian Church. I was not able to review the application until November 9, and that application
was incomplete. The letter instructed me to raise all objections at or prior to the hearing or they
might be waived. I will do my best to list my legal objections, but I do not think the time I have been
given meets the requirements of due process. I have not had time to complete my legal and factual
research, so [ am presenting some issues and questions that I believe, based on my training and
experience, raise significant legal questions.

Before listing my legal concerns, I would like to comment on one sign identified in the request, one
sign (?) that is not mentioned, and one sign that “is going to be included” in the request.

The large sign, SHED, is visible to homes across the street. Several neighbors have
commented that it is too large and makes the building look like a building supply store. It calls
attention to the project, and creates the appearance of a shopping center or Home Depot building.
There is a large number 1 inside a shield below that sign that is also visible, but would be blocked by
the sound wall. It is not described in the plans. If it is not considered signage, then it should have
been considered in the design plans that were part of the CEQA review process.

The sign that is going to be included is a sign for the café (or coffee shop) and bookstore. As
mention below in legal issue #8, 1 thought there was some limit on such signage to insure that these
facilities were not equivalent to commercial facilities in violation of the zoning laws. Even if they
are not barred, they should not be visible from adjoining streets and residential properties. This
would cause further detrimental effects to residential property values. One home immediately across
the street has been for sale for more than a year, with several price drops to a price well below
comparable homes not situated across the street from this church. I have spoken with a couple
realtors who identified this project as an impediment to getting fair value for sale of neighboring
homes. Common sense dictates that advertising a bookstore and café or coffee shop to the public
will further devalue our properties. I don’t know whether the sign will call it a café or coffee shop
since this information has not been provided to the public, nor apparently included in the application
as required by law.

LEGAL OBJECTIONS

1. Inadequate notice of DRB hearing.

2. Required notice by applicant does not state the deadline for comments.

3. Applicant did not get permits prior to installing the signs as required by section 233.04 the

sign ordinance, and cannot logically meet this requirement since all the signs but one are
already installed. The same problem exists with the Planned Sign Program.

4, Applicant has not provided required information including location and details regarding the
sign on the Administrative Building and a statement of special circumstances justifying
modification of sign restrictions. No information on sign or symbol 1 in a shield or pentagon
below SHED sign.

5. I cannot figure out which signs are included in the requested new limit of 300 sq. ft.
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10.

11.

I'am having trouble determining the limit on how much total signage can be allowed by the
Director. See 233.20 B. Planned sign program. Director can allow modification so long as
not more than 10%. The DRB might be able to authorize more, but then it seems that the
DRB should have to make the required findings.

I cannot find an exception for the so called Informational Signage and Pedestrian
Wayfinding.

I'recall seeing some limit on where there could be signs for the bookstore and café since they
are not commercial establishments. The signs should only be visible from the interior of the
campus and not visible on major streets such as Main or Adams.

There has not been an opportunity to comment on the findings required to justify the
requested modification of the sign requirements. I was told these findings will be made by
the Director, not by the DRB. However, I believe the DRB must recommend making these
findings as part of their review obligation. If so, the public should have some opportunity to
know the factual basis for these findings and to respond prior to final approval. The right to
appeal the decision of the director after the fact is not adequate for several reasons, including
the common sense notion that a citizen should not have to pay $2,251 just to be heard on a
matter affecting the community and neighbors’ property rights and values.

The DRB cannot make a fair assessment of impact on the neighborhood before a problem
relating to a required mitigation measure is resolved. The findings for the Mitigated
Negative Declaration were based on a requirement of a 60 feet long seven feet high sound
wall in the gap between the nursery expansion and the administrative building. With the
elimination of the nursery expansion from the project, an even longer wall will be required to
be built. That wall has not been built. Despite my efforts starting in January 2010, I have not
been given an explanation of why this mitigation has not been required other than staff was
not aware of the requirement. I have been told that as of this date the applicant has no plans
to build such a sound wall. The City Council was informed by the acting chair of the
Planning Commission that this was a visual and noise barrier before they voted to approve
the project. Knowing whether this barrier will be built impacts any decision and findings
regarding the impact of the signage plan.

Evasion of CEQA. There was an environmental review resulting in a mitigated negative
declaration adopted by the City Council on October 15, 2007, including a finding that the
aesthetic elements would not have a significant effect on the environment. The aesthetics
have changed in several respects including approval by the DRB of a new roof color for the
chapel last month and the current application for signage, almost all of which has already
been illegally erected. Even if signs are categorically exempt from CEQA review, I contend
that this does not exempt them from being considered as part of the aesthetic impact.
Piecemeal additions to the plan cannot be used to evade CEQA review. In addition, I was
told several of the signs are exempt under ZSO 233.22.B. because they are murals or
noncommercial graphic designs. The applicant’s Sign Code Exception Request also states
that several of the signs “function as art installations.” If they are exempt from the sign
ordinance as art, they should have been reviewed as aesthetic elements in the plans
submitted for the mitigated negative declaration. If they are exempt from CEQA review
because they are signs, then they cannot be exempt from the sign ordinance as murals or art.

[ ask that this Board defer this request until the applicant provides all legally required information,
until the City Attorney gives an opinion on the legal objections, and until the sound wall mitigation
is completed.
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From David Treiman, resident
December 8, 2010

Comments regarding Agenda Item 1 for meeting on December 9, 2010.

I was told on December 6 by Tess Nguyen that even if I submitted these comments that
day (before I even knew the proposed findings and other contentions), you still probably would
not get this until the meeting on December 9. Therefore I took the time to try to explain the
issues to you in writing since I cannot possibly even summarize all the problems in three or four
minutes of public comment time. It is not fair to you or to me for you to decide this matter
without reading my comments and getting the answers you should have from staff and the City
Attorney. However, I do not see how you will be able to read this and analyze it during the
meeting. I don’t think anyone has even read the comments I submitted on November 10®. The
public right to comment is meaningless if no one pays attention. Therefore I request that you
continue this item after asking for answers from the City Attorney to the legal problems I have
raised. In addition, there are potential Brown Act problems that require new notice and a
continuance (discussed below under problem #1).

THE REQUEST AND MY ATTEMPTS TO GET ANSWERS

According to the mailed public notice and to the agenda, you are meeting to consider a
request for sign code exception no. 2010-001 because the request exceeds standards by more than
20% (five signs totaling 300 sq. ft. in lieu of one sign of 32 sq. ft.), and to review the design,
colors, materials for proposed planned sign program no. 2010-003. Your decisions are
recommendations to the Director who will make the final decision. Both your decision and the
Director’s decision are subject to neighborhood notification. Section 233.04. C. All references to
section are to the Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance unless otherwise noted.

Contrary to the legal requirements (233.04. C.5.), neither the first nor second mailed
notices gave the date by which comments must be received in writing by the Planning
Department. I may wish to comment on the decision, recommendation, and findings of the
Design Review Board prior to the Director making the final decision, but I have been told that
there will be no public hearing or notice of his making the decision. Therefore I need to know
now when my comments to him must be submitted. I also request to be notified when the
Director makes the decision and to see a copy of his findings and Notice of Action under
241.24. C.

I received my first notice of these proposals late on November 8, 2010. Iviewed the
partial proposed sign proposal on November 9, and had little more than 24 hours to research and
write my comments to you dated November 10. Iidentified eleven potential legal problems with
the process and the proposal. Iasked that you get legal advice from the City Attorney’s Office
prior to taking action. The matter was continued to December 9, 2010. I sent a copy of this
letter to Mr. Vigliotta November 10.

Page 1 of 6




I had hoped to get an explanation of the legal authority for the proposed actions so I could
comment and respond. As of November 30, I had not received any information, so saw Tess
Nguyen to see if she could explain the basis of the Staff’s recommendation. She had not
discussed my questions with anyone from the City Attorney’s Office. She answered some of my
questions, but most of the answers did not appear to be justified by the text of the Sign
Ordinance. She told me the proposed findings would be posted on the City Website with the
agenda by December 2. I then went to urge Jennifer McGrath to have my list of issues reviewed.
She told me that Mr. Vigliotta would be the attorney most likely assigned to do that. I e-mailed
Mr. Vigliotta to ask for a meeting to discuss my concerns.

On December 6 I went to the Planning Department to get a copy of the proposed findings
since they had not been posted on the Website (they still are not posted today, December 8).
Tess Nguyen gave me a copy of the proposed findings and told me she had not discussed with the
City Attorney the issues I raised in my comments of November 10. I then spoke with Mr.
Vigliotta about the issues. He said he was meeting with Tess in ten minutes to discuss the issues.
I briefly explained the issues raised by the answers Tess had given me November 30. On
December 7 Mr. Vigliotta told me that Tess had given him an explanation that was partially
different then the one she gave me, but the new explanation raised public notice problems under
the Brown Act. I am waiting to hear how that problem will be resolved.

It is unfair to ask the public to comment on a request without being able to articulate a
legal basis for the action. It leaves me in the position of having to comment on justifications that
have not yet been made public, and that can change after I comment. Tess gave me unusual
“interpretations” of the Sign Ordinance that, even if tenable, should have been made by policy
statements adopted by the Director. Yet she told me that Mr. Hess had not been informed the
particular staff interpretation in this case. After she gave me one interpretation, before I could
write my comments she gave Mr. Vigliotta another interpretation. I don’t know if the
interpretation will change again at the meeting.

Therefore, I am not attempting to answer my own questions. That is the responsibility of
the City Attorney’s Office. Iam merely raising questions for you to ask. Please don’t settle for
a general conclusion, “The City can do this.” Read the text of the sign ordinance. Ask for
explanations based on the law. That is your duty and your responsibility. I will try to anticipate
what you will be told and provide you with the text of the ordinance that would apply, but I am
trying to read other people’s minds before they have thought of what they will say.

Most of my objections are legal ones to the authority to take the proposed action. But I
have a general comment. Previously when neighbors objected to proposed actions regarding this
site because the commercial nature of the proposals would change the character of the
neighborhood and were contrary to the zoning laws, we were assured there would be no
commercial activities. A basic problem with the request before you is that it can only be justified
by relying on an ordinance (sec. 233.20, Planned Sign Program) that is designed for sites having
multiple commercial or industrial uses. In fact some specifics of the request exceed the signage
that would be allowed in a commercial center. The findings are conclusions of law, not findings

Page 2 of 6

NTNO_ 1%




of fact, and do not demonstrate that all of the proposal is “needed due to special circumstances
defined by the applicant” (sec. 233.04.C., second part item 1) or that “the sign will not be
detrimental to properties located in the vicinity” (item 3). An unsold property on Adams that has
been for sale more than a year suggests it is already a problem.

THE REQUEST

Although the public notice makes it appear that only five wall signs totaling 300 square
feet are in issue, that is false. In fact the Proposed Sign Program map shows there were 20 signs,
one of which staff rejected, leaving 19 signs in all. Almost of them were illegally erected months
ago, and it appears that the Church is being granted total amnesty for these misdemeanor
violations.

The actual plan contains the following signs that fall in four categories.

1. Two freestanding monument signs. Apparently permission for these two were previously
granted and are not in issue except for modification to comply with the ordinance (such as the
requirement that the signs include the address, 233.06.D., other standard 4).

2. Five wall signs totaling 300 sq. feet. An exception to the limit of one sign of 32 sq. ft.
maximum has been requested.

3. Nine directional signs (three “vehicular wayfinding signs,” 24 sq. ft. each, and six “pedestrian
wayfinding signs,” 16 sq. ft. each), totaling 168 sq. feet. A fourth vehicle directional sign has
been eliminated from the plan at the direction of staff.

4. Three “informational” signs (48 sq. ft. each) totaling 144 sq. feet.

Permits are required for all of these signs. I was told that so far no permit application has been
filed because they need to get the exceptions first.

LEGAL PROBLEMS

Problem #1. a. Request for Exception ignores 12 signs in categories 3 and 4, totaling 312
square feet in addition to the 300 square ft. exception requested for the five wall signs.
Problem #1.b. Approval of these 12 signs without notice violates the Brown Act.
Problem #1.c. Use of the Planned Sign Program to avoid this is not legally justified.

I will discuss all three parts together because they are related.
When I raised the problem of the 12 ignored signs (categories 3 and 4, directional signs
and informational signs), I was told by Tess Nguyen that staff has interpreted the Planned Sign

Program, 233.20, to allow these additional 12 signs without any approval by the Design Review
Board. However, she later told Mr.Vigliotta that staff will ask your approval to exceed size
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limits for these additional 12 signs. If you allow these 12 signs which are part of the Planned
Sign Program there is a potential violation of the Brown Act. The Brown Act includes criminal
penalties for officials violating the act (Gov. Code section 54959) in addition to civil remedies
and attorney fees.

All signs require permits (233.04) unless exempt (233.08) or authorized elsewhere in the
code. Staff does not claim these 12 signs are exempt. They claim the 12 signs are otherwise
authorized by the Planned Sign Ordinance (233.20). This is not a legally tenable position.

233.28. Definitions. OO. Planned Sign Program: A required component for certain sign
permits that incorporates coordinated and quality sign design.

This makes it clear that a Planned Sign Program is a “required component.” Section
233.04 Permits Required, lists the seven situations when a Planned Sign Program is required
(233.04. B.). These appear designed for businesses, commercial properties, service stations, and
subdivision commercial signs. There is no mention of residential or church properties.

Tess told me that the church is not required to have a Planned Site Program. Instead she
said any property owner is allowed to voluntarily request a Planned Sign Program for any type
of property. This contention is contrary to the text and purpose of the sign ordinance, and the
staff interpretation ecliminates all number, size, design, and location requirements of 233.06,
except for a maximum size increase of 10%, which they ignore in this case.

The Planned Sign Program is not a voluntary program. It is to be used only when
required by 233.04 B. The definition in 233.38. OO says it is a required component, not a
voluntary one. Section 233.20 says, “A Planned Sign Program shall be submitted to the Director
when required by Section 233.04 B.” There is no mention of voluntary participation in the
Planned Sign Program.

The Planned Sign Program should not be allowed for any type of property because it was
intended solely for commercial and industrial centers. When a law is ambiguous, the purpose
of the law should be consulted. 233.20 expressly states the purpose of the law: “The purpose of
the Planned Sign Program is to encourage coordinated and quality sign design as well as to
permit more flexible sign standards for commercial and industrial centers.” This is done by
relaxing the requirements of 233.06 relating to size, design, and location of signs by making
those requirements “a guide.” Staff uses 233.20 to ignore the size requirements of 233.06
entirely. They ignore the definition and purpose of the Planned Sign Program completely by
allowing use for any type of property. It makes sense to allow more signs in commercial and
industrial areas than other areas. That is why 233.06 has separate charts for commercial and
industrial use. The nature of commercial and industrial zones are such that signs won’t have as
detrimental and impact as in churches, schools, parks (233.06.D) and residential areas (233.06
C.) It does not make sense to allow signs which areappropriate in commercial districts (233.06.
A) and industrial districts (233.06. B) in those other areas. 233.04(B)’s list of when Planned
Signs Programs illustrates the type of situations where it is required, and staff concedes the
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church does not fit in those situations.

Even if a Planned Sign Program can be used, there are limits. “The standards of Section
233.06 shall be used as a guide in the design of a Planned Sign Program.” Section 233.20
paragraph 2. Those standards are being ignored by staff. Even more critical is 233.20 B.

A Planned Sign Program may include more than one freestanding sign per parcel or other

deviations from the standards of this chapter, provided that the total sign area does not

exceed the area otherwise permitted by Section 233.06 by more than 10%, or by 30% for

multiple automobile franchises occupying the same lot, and commercial businesses with

50,000 square feet or more of floor area.
Staff has ignored this 10% limit increase over the 32 sq. ft for wall signs and 32 sq. feet for
freestanding signs found in 233.06 .D, by asking for an increase of 168 sq. ft. increase in
freestanding signs (directional signs) and 144 sq. ft. in additional wall signs. I was told yesterday
that staff might now use 233.04 C. to request a sign code exception for more than 20% for these
twelve signs, but that has not been put on the agenda and no notice has been given to the public.
See above.

Problem #2. Informational Signs.

The three informational signs totaling 144 square feet are on walls, but are not “wall
signs” as defined by the ordinance. 233.38. LLL. “Wall Sign: any sign which is attached or
erected on the exterior, posted, or painted or suspended from or otherwise affixed to a wall of a
building including the parapet, with the display surface of the sign parallel to the building wall,
and which does not project more than eighteen (18) inches from the building, or project above
the height of the wall or parapet.” This might mean that signs are not supposed to be posted on
these walls. In addition, the findings don’t address why they are necessary. At least one of those
three signs does not contain information and appears to be more of a design element, in which
case it is not categorically exempt from CEQA as claimed. Some of the five wall signs (SHED,
PIER) also appear to raise this problem.

Problem #3. Findings.

The findings proposed do not show all the signs are necessary and that they are not a
detriment to neighboring properties as required by 233.04.C. They just make conclusions
without providing an accurate factual basis. The findings consider only the five wall signs and
ignore the other twelve signs. The findings misstate the facts. The five signs do not all face the
interior of the campus. For example, the wall sign on the east side of the Shed faces Main Street.
Why is this sign necessary? It advertises the times of church services. Section 233.18 addresses
promotional activities signs, but is limited to 90 days per year. This request appears to be an
attempt to get around those limits. Walls of buildings facing residential areas should not be
allowed to become gigantic billboards. This probably would not even be allowed in a
commercial area.

What is necessary about a 60 sq. foot sign (I am estimating based on 1/5 of 300 sq. fi.)

saying SHED or PIER? This property is allowed one sign for each building over 100 ft. with
limits based on height. 233.06. F. I don’t know the height so I cannot calculate what size signs
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are allowed for each building. But there are no findings why these general rules applicable to all
properties are not sufficient for this applicant.

If findings are drafted for the other signs, there are problems with the directional signs.
Driveway signs are exempt (233.08.1) but only they are in commercial parking entrances and
limited to 2 square feet in area and four feet in height. Why does no noncommercial use require
much greater signage? Other signs are exempt for commercial establishments, but only if they
are not greater than .5 square feet. 233.08 B. Why does the church require 24 and 16 square foot
signs? 1 disagree with using commercial standards for this location which is in a noncommerical
and nonindustrial zone, but in addition staff is proposing more signs and more area of sign than
would be allowed in a commercial center.

Problem #4. Evasion of CEQA review.
The notice claims this agenda item is categorically exempt from CEQA. However, the
exemption is for signs. The Church’s application claims that the informational signs
function as art installations as well. The graphics on some of the wall signs function
“more as graphics than signage.” This calls into question the necessity of these as signs.
But it also raises a potential evasion of CEQA. CEQA requires consideration of
aesthetics. This is not categorically exempt. Consideration of aethetics was part XIII of
the Mitigated Negative Declaration approved by the City Council on October 15, 2007. If
subsequent changes are made, this might require environmental review. Even if these
proposals, by themselves, are too insignificant to require review, CEQA does not allow a
project to be approved incrementally in small insignificant steps to avoid review. This is
part of a project that required review. New changes must be cumulated with the prior
proposals to determine whether there is compliance with CEQA. That has not been done,
and must be done before you grant approval to elements that are not categorically exempt.
If they are art, they are not categorically exempt from CEQA. If they are signs, they must
be considered under the sign ordinance. The staff cannot play it both ways and treat these
signs/artworks as exempt from both sets of laws.

Problem #5. Amnesty.

Permits must be obtained prior to installation and issuance of a building permit.
233.04. For most of the signs, that was not done. Tess told me that permits can be issued after
the fact. However, if there are no consequences for violations, that makes the requirement of
prior approval meaningless. In the meantime, signs are illegally placed near driveways
(Diagram A., page 25) which are a traffic hazard. Staff is asking that they be moved. If the
applicant had complied with the law, this violation would not have occurred. It has gone
unenforced for months.
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To Scott Hess, Director of the Department of Planning and Building AN 0420 1
From David Treiman giil:tmgton Beach
January 4, 2011 “LANNING DEPT, l

NECEIVED

I 'am writing to raise legal objections to the recommendations and findings of the Design
Review Board adopted 12-9-2010 regarding Sign Code Exception 2010-001 and Planned Sign
Program 2010-003 (First Christian Church signs), and to challenge the legality granting those
requests.

For the record, I wish to note that there were procedural problems relating to notice and
opportunity to comment for the Design Review Board meetings on November 10 and December 9,
some of which were noted in my previous comments to the Board. The public did not have notice
that approval of nineteen signs totaling more than 600 square feet was being considered. They only
had notice of the seven signs totaling 300 square feet that were included in the Sign Code exception.

I did not have a fair opportunity to provide comments to the Design Review Board prior to
its vote. Idid not get some critical responses to questions I raised on November 10 until a few days
before the December 9 meeting. The Board members did not receive my written comments until
minutes before the meeting. Despite my plea that they not vote until they had a chance to read my
comments, they voted that day without spending more than a few minutes looking at my six pages
of comments. Allowing a public right to comment is an empty gesture if there is no corresponding
obligation to read the comments prior to voting or no adequate time allowed to fulfil that obligation.

Some of these procedural problems now seem to have been recognized. I would like to thank
whoever is responsible for agreeing to my request for (1) documentation of the action of the Design
Review Board, (2) providing neighbors legally required fair notice of the Director’s pending decision
whether to approve the exception and planned sign program totaling all nineteen signs, and (3)
providing a fair opportunity to comment to Mr. Hess prior to his decision.

In my comments I attempt to be as concise as possible. 1spent hours editing out items that
were not sufficiently important. Unfortunately, there are so many legal problems with Staffs
interpretation of the Planned Sign Program and the findings that even explaining the objections took
up much space. Because my objections are primarily legal ones, I am also sending a copy of these
comments to Jennifer McGrath and Mike Vigliotta. If you have questions about my legal assertions,
please confer with them or feel free to contact me. My only objection that is not exclusively legal
is that the cumulative effect of the size, design, and purpose of these signs, while perhaps appropriate
for a commercial center, are not appropriate for a church in a public/semi-public zone adjacent to
residential zones on four sides. Granting this request would belie representations made over the past
three years that commercialization of this site would not occur. The appearance of commercialization
will have a significant negative impact on property values of residences surrounding the church site.

The requested Sign Code exception is for seven signs. My legal objections to this request
are based on the inadequacy of the required findings and evasion of CEQA. See objections 6 and
7below. My major concern and legal objections (Objections 1 through 5) are to the use of the
Planned Sign Program to justify twelve signs that are not authorized by the Sign Code and are
not part of the requested Sign Code exception. To justify this action staff has come up with
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“interpretations” of the Planned Sign Program that are so “creative” and unsupported that they would
make an extreme judicial activist blush with embarrassment. “Interpretation” of laws is premised
on the assumption that there will be some attempt to identify the words you are interpreting, which
has not happened here. No one has explained why my legal objections are inaccurate.

I was told that although you know that staff adopts policies to interpret the ordinance, you
were not informed of these specific interpretations. I believe that under ZSO section 202.08, it is
within your power and it is your responsibility to issue a policy statement on such an important issue
so the public knows what is being done under the Sign Code. The current interpretations by staff
reverse the basic approach of the Sign Code. All signs require permits and are subject to sections
233.04 and 233.06 unless exempt or authorized elsewhere. The proposed authorization for the
twelve signs not included in the Sign Code Exception is based on the Planned Sign Program. But
these twelve signs do not fit in the statutory scheme. Staff does not claim they are exempt. Instead
they claim these signs are authorized by a loophole created by interpretations of the Planned Sign
Program so large they threaten to nullify the rest of the code. These interpretations are wrong for
following reasons.

1. The Planned Sign Program can only be used when required by law. It is not a voluntary
program. Staff erroneously claims anyone can voluntarily choose to use a Planned Sign Program
to allow signs not allowed by any other provision of law. This is contrary to the language of the Sign
Code.
Section 233.28. Definitions. OO. Planned Sign Program: A required component for certain
sign permits that incorporates coordinated and quality sign design.

Section 233.20. A Planned Sign Program shall be submitted to the Director when required
by Section 233.04 B. ...
[Bold added for emphasis]

These sections make it clear that a Planned Sign Program is a “required component.”
There is no mention anywhere in the Sign Code of voluntary participation in the Planned Sign
Program.

Section 233.04, Permits Required, lists the seven situations when a Planned Sign Program
is required (233.04. B.). These appear designed for businesses, commercial properties, service
stations, and subdivision commercial signs. There is no mention of residential or church properties.

Tess Nguyen told me that the church is not required to have a Planned Site Program. Instead
she said any property owner is allowed to voluntarily request a Planned Sign Program for any type
of property. This contention is contrary to the text and purpose of the Sign Code. The staff
interpretation eliminates all number, size, design, and location requirements of 233.06 and findings
requirements of 233.04.C, except for a maximum size increase of 10%, which they ignore in this
case.

2. The Planned Sign Program can only be for commercial or industrial centers, not for other

areas. Staff erroneously claims only Planned Sign Programs required by section 233.04. B. must
be in commercial or industrial centers, and that voluntary planned sign programs can be used
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anywhere.

The Planned Sign Program should not be allowed for any type of property because it was
intended solely for commercial and industrial centers. When a law is ambiguous, the purpose of
the law should be consulted. 233.20 expressly states the purpose of the law: “The purpose of the
Planned Sign Program is to encourage coordinated and quality sign design as well as to permit more
flexible sign standards for commercial and industrial centers.” This is done by relaxing the
requirements of 233.06 relating to size, design, and location of signs by making those requirements
“a guide.” Staff uses 233.20 to ignore the size requirements of 233.06 entirely. They ignore the
definition and purpose of the Planned Sign Program completely by allowing use for any type of
property. It makes sense to allow more signs in commercial and industrial centers than other areas.!
The nature of commercial and industrial centers are such that signs won’t have as detrimental an
impact as in churches, schools, parks (233.06.D) and residential areas (233.06 C.) It does not make
sense to allow signs which are appropriate in commercial districts (233.06. A) and industrial districts
(233.06. B) in those other areas. 233.04(B)’s list of when Planned Signs Programs illustrates the
type of situations where it is required, and staff concedes the church does not fit in those situations.

3. The Planned Sign Program does not allow the requirements of sections 233.04 and 233.06
to beignored. It merely allows flexibility for industrial and commercial centers by using provisions
of section 233.06 as guidelines rather than strict requirements.” But staff virtually ignores those
provisions. There is nothing about them in writing or in the findings. Tess Nguyen told the Design
Review Board at the meeting on December 9 that staff had used one of the rules for commercial
districts (section 233.06.A) as a guideline instead of the guidelines for churches (section 233.06.D.).
But the applicant’s property is not in a commercial district. Therefore, those are the wrong
standards. You cannot just pick anything mentioned for other areas and claim to be using the rules
as guidelines. This defeats the whole effort to have different rules for different types of districts (see
233.06).

In addition, the recommended Planned Sign Program allows signs that would not even be
authorized in commercial districts. The nine wayfaring signs are freestanding signs. They should
have been considered as part of Sign Code exception, but the signs proposed are 12 or 32 times
larger than allowed in commercial sites. The Planned Sign Program is being used to avoid the limits
on signs in commercial districts! The three informational signs are not allowed at all under the Sign
Code. Using the Planned Sign Program to authorize these serves no purpose but evasion of legal
requirements.

A commercial parking lot is allowed one traffic sign per driveway not exceeding two square
feet.’ This Planned Sign Program authorizes three 24 sq. ft. signs ( more than one per driveway),

' Please note this is not for any commercial or industrial use or zone — it is limited to commercial and industrial
centers.

? Paragraph 2 of section 233.20" The standards of Section 233.06 shall be used as a guide in the design of a
Planned Sign Program.” (Emphasis added).

*233.09. 1. One double-faced sign per each commercial parking entrance, not exceeding two (2) square feet in
area and four (4) feet in height.
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each 12 times larger than allowed in a commercial parking lot.

This Planned Sign Program also allows six directional signs for pedestrians, each 16 square
feet. This is 32 times larger than would be allowed for commercial establishments. Section
233.08.B makes exempt signs not exceeding 0.5 square feet posted by commercial establishments.
If these are sufficient directional signs for pedestrians in shopping malls, they should be adequate
for this location. In addition, the exemption is only for commercial use. That suggests these signs
are not allowed at all for noncommercial uses. Why should the church be allowed more signs than
allowed for commercial use. This does not appear to be using 233.06 as a guideline. Staff’s use of
the Planned Sign Program to circumvent this problem illustrates how the staff’s interpretation of the
Planned Sign Program makes the rest of the Sign Code irrelevant.

The three informational signs totaling 144 square feet are on walls that are not part of
buildings. They are not “wall signs” as defined by the ordinance. They are not freestanding signs
either.

233.38. LLL. Wall Sign: any sign which is attached or erected on the exterior, posted, or

painted or suspended from or otherwise affixed to a wall of a building including the parapet,

with the display surface of the sign parallel to the building wall, and which does not project
more than eighteen (18) inches from the building, or project above the height of the wall or
parapet.

“Wall signs” are affixed to walls of buildings, not separate walls. This means that signs are not
supposed to be posted on these separate walls. In addition, the findings don’t address why they are
necessary. At least one of those three signs does not contain information and appears to be more of
a design element, in which case it is not categorically exempt from CEQA as claimed.*

4. The Planned Sign Program has an absolute 10% limit on increase in sign area that can be
allowed in this district. It has been disregarded by staff.

The flexibility allowed by use of the Planned Sign Program for commercial and industrial
centers comes at a cost or tradeoff. There is more flexibility for design and location, but the size
cannot exceed by more than 10% the applicable rules in section 233.06.

233.20 B. A Planned Sign Program may include more than one freestanding sign per parcel

or other deviations from the standards of this chapter, provided that the total sign area does

not exceed the area otherwise permitted by Section 233.06 by more than 10%, or by 30% for
multiple automobile franchises occupying the same lot, and commercial businesses with

50,000 square feet or more of floor area.

Staff has ignored this 10% limit by recommending a Planned Sign Program allowing an
increase over the 32 sq. ft for wall signs and 32 sq. feet for freestanding signs found in 233.06 .D.
The recommended Planned Sign Program authorizes an increase of 168 sq. ft. increase in
freestanding signs (directional signs) beyond the 108 feet in free standing monument signs that are

Some of the other signs also “function more as graphics than as signage™ according to the request for a sign
code exception.
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already constructed, and 144 sq. ft. in additional wall signs (beyond the increase already included
in the Sign Exception for 217 sq. feet instead of 32 sq. feet of wall signs). I raised this in my
comments to the Board. I asked them to request an explanation. The Board was never given an
explanation of why this limit did not apply to signs being approved under the Planned Sign Program.

I asked the staff member responsible for this proposal to explain how the 10% limit could
be ignored. 1was given an absurd “interpretation” to justify this total disregard of the strict limit
10% for Planned Sign Programs. The staff argument is that the 10% limit only applies to the signs
that would have been allowed under section 233.06. Since these 12 signs are not allowed by any
provision other than the Planned Sign Program itself, the 10% limit does not apply at all. The result
of this argument is that if these signs are expressly authorized by the Sign Code, the Planned Sign
Program allows an increase of only 10%, but if they are not authorized anywhere else in the code,
then NO SIZE LIMITS WHATSOEVER APPLY. This argument defies logic and common sense.

5. The Planned Sign Program is being used to circumvent the requirement of findings in
Section 233.04. C.

This section requires findings for Sign Code exceptions of necessity due to special
circumstances and no detriment to properties in the vicinity. However, these findings are not
required for the Planned Sign Program.® This shows that the Planned Sign Program was only
intended to provide flexibility in signage with a 10% limit on size, and only when required in
commercial and industrial centers. If the Planned Sign program can be used in any area voluntarily
by anyone to authorize signs not otherwise allowed by the Sign Code, the protections provided by
the finding requirements of 233.04.C. are obliterated.

In this case the Planned Sign Program is being used to evade two problem areas: First, signs
that are not authorized anywhere in the Sign Code (three informational signs), and second,
directional signs that are authorized for commercial areas but with size and location restrictions that
applicant seeks to evade (pedestrian directional signs 32 times larger than allowed in commercial
areas and vehicle direction signs 12 times larger than allowed for commercial areas and in excess
of one per commercial driveway allowed for commercial areas). Even if this applicant is to be
treated as a commercial area, why aren’t the rules that are good enough for a shopping mall sufficient
for this applicant?

The Design Review Board made no findings regarding twelve signs in the Planned Sign
Program. In fact there was barely any discussion of the Planned Sign Program by the members of

* Findings for a Sign Code exception:

233.04. C. The following findings shall be made prior to approval of any Sign Code exception:

1. The sign is compatible with the character of the area and is needed due to special circumstances defined by
the applicant and applicable to the property.

2. The sign will not adversely affect other signs in the area.

3. The sign will not be detrimental to properties located in the vicinity.

4. The sign will not obstruct vehicular or pedestrian traffic visibility and will not be a hazardous distraction.

Findings for a Planned Sign Program:

233.20. B. In approving a Planned Sign Program, the Director shall find:

1. That the proposed signs are compatible with the style or character of existing improvements on the site and
are well related to each other, reflecting a common theme and design style.
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the Board. Yet the Planned Sign Program is being used to authorize more than 60% of the signs and
more than 50% of the increased size of the signage being requested.

6. The findings made by the design review board do not justify the recommendation and are
not based on substantial evidence in the record.

a. The Findings have significant errors.

Finding 1 says that the signs are designed to face the interior of the campus. That is not true
of the sign on the east side of the Shed. In addition, the sign on the north side of the Shed is clearly
visible to property across Adams. I provided photographic evidence of this at the December 9
Design Review Board meeting, but it is ignored in this finding.

Finding 2 erroneously says there are no other signs in the area, but ignores the twelve signs
approved in the Planned Sign Program.

b. The findings do not justify the conclusions.

One required finding is that the sign is needed due to special circumstances defined by the
applicant. There is no attempt to make findings regarding the necessity of individual signs. Even
if some signs are required, that does not mean they all are, or that an increase in allowed size of more
than 500% is necessary. When viewed in conjunction with the 12 signs authorized in the Planned
Sign Program, it is even less clear why these five wall signs totaling 217 square feet are necessary.

The findings proposed by staff claimed the special circumstance was that this church was
unlike other churches because it had five buildings on a campus. The Board rejected the claim that
this church was unlike other churches. Members named several churches in Huntington Beach that
have similar circumstances. There was some discussion of whether approval of this request would
set a precedent. They were told it would not. So they eliminated the language in the proposed
finding that this church was different from other churches, but approved the finding anyway. The
finding that the Board adopted does set a precedent because it established that number of buildings
alone is a special circumstance justifying exceptions more than one sign per building and an increase
of hundreds of percent allowable area, without any showing of necessity for individual signs. For
example, there is no finding the wall sign of 102 sq. ft. (The Shed) needs to be so large to identify
that building when 25 sq. ft. signs are sufficient for two other buildings.

The finding of necessity is undercut by the Sign Code itself. If size and number of buildings
alone justifies this request, why does the ordinance not allow greater signage for commercial centers
such as shopping malls, even with a Planned Sign Program?

The Board was prepared to deny approval of the sign on the east side of the Shed (Shed
Graphic 2). They were correctly told by Ms. Nguyen that the Church was allowed a changeable
copy sign of 32 square feet. So they voted to reduce the side of this sign to 32 square feet and allow
it as a changeable copy sign. However, this does not justify ignoring the detrimental impact of this
sign that is nothing more than a billboard with the purpose of attracting attention of people in
vehicles traveling on Main Street. This purpose was given by the representative of the church at
the Design Review Board meeting on December 9, 2010. Furthermore, it is not clear it will meet
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the definition of changeable copy sign.® The three vehicle wayfaring signs that are part of the
Planned Sign Program meet the definition of changeable copy sign at least as much as this sign on
Main Street, and there are three of those. The Church does not have a right to four changeable copy
signs, none of which actually meet the definition in the Sign Code. Therefore there is no showing
of need for this sign and why it is allowed as a changeable copy sign in addition to the other three.

Finally, the required finding that the sign will not be detrimental to properties located in the
vicinity is totally conclusionary. There is no consideration of individual signs as contemplated in
the language of the requirement for findings. The fact that the signs do not have flashing or high
intensity lighting and are at least 250 feet from neighboring properties, and that four of five allegedly
face the interior does not justify the conclusion. Several of the signs are illuminated. There is
nothing in the record when this illumination will be used. These facts were ignored. Two of the five
signs and the two monuments signs are visible to neighboring properties (plus six of the signs
included in the Planned Sign Program). Even low intensity lighting gives the impression of a
commercial development, and the large signs on the building gives the impression of billboards and
commercial signage. I have not seen comparable signage in areas that are not commercial or
industrial. The conclusion of no detriment to neighboring properties cannot be justified based on
the finding or the record.

The most serious deficiency in the findings is that they do not consider the cumulative
detrimental impact of these seven signs when combined with the other twelve that the findings
totally ignore. That is because those other stealth signs are not part of the Sign Code exception and
therefore their detrimental impact alone, or cumulatively, is being totally ignored. If the finding of
no detriment is based in large part by the fact that the signs face the interior, this makes even more
clear that the six signs in the Planned Sign Program that face the exterior should be considered (three
of pedestrian signs, all three vehicle signs), along, with the two monument signs. Even if the
monument signs were already approved, they need to be considered when evaluating the incremental
impact of the new signs.

Since the findings only consider five of the nineteen signs, these findings cannot be taken
seriously. The necessity and detrimental impact of the other fourteen signs are not considered at all,
which reinforces the importance of legal objection # 5, above.

7. Even if signs are categorically exempt from CEQA as claimed in this case, The CEQA
requirements are being evaded by incremental approvals.

The impact on neighboring properties and the community are ignored based on the
representation that the signs are designed to face the interior. This is not true of most of the12 signs.
This should have been considered in connection with the aesthetic review (XIII) of the mitigated
negative declaration adopted in 2007. The Planning Department staff claims that signs are
categorically exempt from CEQA. While a request for signs might be exempt from CEQA, when
a project is otherwise subject to environmental review, as was the case three years ago, you cannot
avoid such review by postponing consideration of the aesthetic impact of the signs for two reasons.

¢ Section 233.28. L. Changeable Copy Sign : a sign or portion thereof with characters, letters or illustrations that
can be changed manually or electrically without altering the face or surface of the sign.
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First, this sign request is not independent of the project that was reviewed. It is an incremental
change to the original plan. Incremental change to nonexempt projects require review under CEQA
Even if the changes are insignificant in themselves, they must be cumulated with the effects of the
prior approval. In fact the expansion project approved in 2007 is used to justify the necessity for
the signs. Second, the sign application says that several of these signs are really more design
elements than signs, while still claiming they are exempt from CEQA as signs. If design elements
are exempt from the Sign Code because they are not really signs, then they cannot also be exempt
from CEQA because they are signs — this is another absurd interpretation.

The end result of the manipulation of the law in this case is as follows: CEQA’s requirement
of consideration of aesthetic impact does not apply to signs because signs are categorically exempt,
even if part of a project requiring environmental review, and signs approved under the Planned Sign
Program (anywhere for anyone) do not require a finding regarding impact on neighboring property.
I believe both of these contentions are troubling and unsupported.

CONCLUSION

Atthe Design Review Board meeting on December 9, 2010, the spokesperson for the church
argued that the Sign Code was not designed for the First Christian Church which hosts services for
2500 to 3000 people and has a uniquely large campus. He also said that the ordinance is outdated
and not appropriate for 21* century approaches. Iagree completely. However, his conclusion was
that an exception for this church should be allowed. What he has demonstrated is that the Sign Code
should be amended, not that its express terms should be ignored. As you once told me, even ifalaw
does not make sense, you still have to follow it until it is changed by the City Council.

To avoid the limits of the Sign Ordinance and CEQA, staff has used numerous “creative”
interpretations of the law that are unsupported by text or reason. If you approve the Planned Sign
Program and the Sign Code Exception, you are adopting these extreme and troubling interpretations.
These are not published policies and I doubt that most city officials outside of the Planning and
Building Department or members of the public are aware of them. If you adopt these interpretaions
of the Sign Code and CEQA, transparency requires you at least adopt policy statements explaining
what you have done.

Whether or not you approve these requests, there are vehicle wayfaring signs located in
prohibited areas next to driveways which are illegal and present a safety hazard. The proposed
Planned Sign Program requires that they be moved, and I was told that the property owner has
agreed. However, they have remained in the hazardous location illegally installed for months. Even
though the applicant might want to wait for final approval before relocating signs, that is no excuse
to endanger the public by failing to remove illegal signs that are not part of the Planned Sign
Program. If you approve the Planned Sign Program, you have a right to require a schedule and cash
bond for bringing the current signs into compliance (233.20.C.). Irequest that you do so.
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January 10, 2011 —

Mr. Scott Hess, AICP

Director of Planning and Building ST
City of Huntington Beach L
2000 Main Street Sl Ll
Huntington Beach, CA 92648 £

VIA COURIER

Dear Mr. Hess,

This is a follow-up to an email dated December 17, 2010. | received the Notice of
Action regarding the Design Review Board's action at their December 9, 2010
meeting. | greatly appreciate your and your staff’s help on this project. 1 do have the
following specific questions regarding the Recommended Conditions of Approval:

1.) In regard to condition 1a, during the redevelopment of our campus fire
department regulations required obtaining addresses for all five buildings (1207,
1209, 1211, 1213 & 1215 Main St.). The request to add addresses to the landmark
signs with six inch numerals seems impossible and unnecessary as each building is
enumerated to fire department specifications.

2.) The Shed Graphic 2 sign was presented by City Staff as legal and appropriate
for the campus. The DRB's recommendation to reduce the sign to 32 sq. ft. seems
out of line with their other recommendations and was manipulated by enhanced
photos presented by Mr. Treiman. The reduction in size renders the sign useless
due to the setback from the street. The staff presented that sign as legal and
appropriate yet the DRB's concerns came down to, “Why would a church need
this?” Why, if staff presented as a legal option, does the sign need to change?

| know that Commissioner Livengood wanted to stay away from referring to us, “unlike
any other church,” but the truth is, we are. We've been in downtown Huntington
Beach since, well before, it was Huntington Beach, more than 100 years and we house
the largest capacity auditorium in the city. | know that you and your staff ‘get it’ -- you
have from the beginning of this redevelopment and we appreciate your help and
guidance on this entire project.

Sincerely,

Curtis Templeton ) AT MO [
. . .. AR AR W, .
Executive Pastor of Worship & Communications ATT&%% %%‘3 N @“a ) ¥




Ye)  CIIY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH
. ~ NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARIN
© @ EFORE THE DE N REV!EW BOARD

HUNTINGTON BEACH

You are receiving this Notice of Public Hearing because you either own property, are a
_resident, or conduct business _within close proximity of the item checked below. The
}Deslgn Review Board Pubhc Hearing is scheduled for:

WHEN: Wedne‘sdas November 10, 2010 TIME: 3:30 PM

~.WHERE Room B-8 Lower Level, Cit

Street, Huntmgton Beach

ALL INTERESTED PERSONS are mvuted to attend said hearing and express opinions or submit
evidence for or against the apphcation as outlined below. A copy of the application is on file in the
' Planning Department, 2000 Main Street, Huntington Beach, California 92648, for review by the
 public. If you challenge the Desngn Review Board’s action in court, you may be limited to raising
‘Qniy those 1ssues you or someone else ratsed at he pubhc heanng descnbed m this notlce or mv

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Design Review Board will hear the following item(s):

Q1. SIGN CODE EXCEPTION NO. 2010-001/PLANNED SIGN PROGRAM NO. 2010-003
(FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH): Applicant: Michael Melilli Request: SCE: To permit
a total wall sign area of approximately 300 sq. ft. in lieu of 32 sq. ft. PSP: To review the
design, colors, and materials for a proposed planned sign program for a church complex.
Location: 1211 Main Street (southwest corner of Main Street and Adams Avenue).
Project Planner: Tess Nguyen

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that ltem 1 is categorically exempt from the provisions of the
California Environmental Quality Act.

ON FILE A copy of the sign code exception will be available to interested parties at the
L Clty of Huntmgton Beach, Planning Department. -

; ‘ ess Nguyen, Secretary
: Huntmgton Beach Design Review Board
2000 Main Street Huntington Beach, CA 92648
(714) 536-5271 .

ATTACH:

(Notice Public Hearing 11-10-10)




~ CITY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH
. NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
BEFORE THE DESIGN REVIEW BOARD

) HUNTINGTON BEACH

~:Y°,3J, are recelvmg thls Notzce of Public Hearlng because you either own property, are a
 resident, or conduct business within close proximity of the item checked below. The
" Desugn Revnew Board Public Hearing is scheduled for:

WHEN: Thursda December 9 010 . TvE: 3:30 PM

WHERE: Reom B-8 Lower Level City Hall .Huntin ton Beach Civic Center, 2000 Main
Street, Huntington Beach '

;ALL INTERESTED PERSGNS are mvnted fo attend said hearing and express opinions or
submit evidence for or agamst the appllcatlon as outlined below. A copy of the application
is on file in the Planning Department, 2000 Main Street, Huntington Beach, California
92648, for review by the public. If you challenge the Design Review Board’s action in
‘;court you may be limited to raising only those issues you or someone else raised at the
‘hearing described in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the City

)t prior to, the public hearing. If e any furthi uesti lease call the Project
 Planner at (714) 536-5271 and refer to the a;(‘fl‘ ation below.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Design Review Board will hear the following item(s):

Q1. SIGN CODE EXCEPTION NO. 2010-001/PLANNED SIGN PROGRAM NO. 2010-003
(FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH SIGNS): Applicant: Curtis Templeton Request: SCE:
To permit a total wall sign area of approximately 300 sq. ft. (a total of 5 signs) in lieu of
32 sq. ft. PSP: To review the design, colors, and materials for a proposed planned sign
program for a church complex. Location: 1211 Main Street (southwest corner of Main
Street and Adams Avenue) Project Planner: Tess Nguyen

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Item 1 is categorically exempt from the provisions of the
California Environmental Quality Act.

ON»FILE A copy of the sign code exception will be available to interested parties at the
\ Clty of Huntlngton Beach, Planmng Department

‘ . Tess Nguyen, Secretary
Huntmgton Beach Design Review Board
2000 Main Street Huntington Beach, CA 92648
o g (714) 536-5271 4

(Notice Public Hearing 12-09-10)



City of Huntington Beach

2000 MAIN STREET CALIFORNIA 92648

DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND BUILDING
www.huntingtonbeachca.gov

Planning Division Building Division
714.536.5271 714.536.5241

December 20, 2010
Dear Property Owner/Tenant:

This letter is to notify you that the Director of Planning and Building will review the Design
Review Board’s recommendations of Sign Code Exception No. 2010-001/Planned Sign
Program No. 2010-003, proposed by the applicant/property owner Curtis Templeton of First
Christian Church. The church is located at 1211 Main Street, at the southwest corner of
Main Street and Adams Avenue in Huntington Beach. The Sign Code Exception/Planned
Sign Program for the church complex includes two monument signs, three vehicular
directional signs, six pedestrian directional signs, three informational signs, and five wall
signs.

Pursuant to Section 241.24 of the Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance
(HBZSO), the City is providing notice of the pending action of the Director. You may review
the proposed project and/or submit comments during regular business hours from
December 21, 2010 to January 11, 2011 at the Planning and Building Department, 2000
Main Street, Huntington Beach, CA 92648 or at (714) 536-5271. The City is providing an
extended comment period in this case because of the City Hall closure between December
27 and December 31. All written comments must be submitted to the Planning and Building
Department prior to 5:00 PM on Tuesday, January 11, 2011. After the review of any
comments, the Director will take action to approve, conditionally approve or deny the
proposal. Notice of the Director’s decision will be provided upon request.

If you have any questions regarding this application, please feel free to call me at (714) 374-

1744 or tnguyen@surfcity-hb.org.

Sincerely,

7&% Mﬁ(ﬁ/‘%

TESS NGUYEN
Associate Planner

copy: Project File
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