
 
Magazines 
1. Dilineator 
2. McCall’s 
3. Ladies Home 

Journal 
4. Good Housekeep-

ing 
5. Woman’s Home 

Companion 
6. Pictorial Review 

 
 

 
Fiction 
1. The Inner Shrine, 

anonymous 
(Basil King) 

2. Katrine, Elinor 
Macartney Lane 

3. The Silver Horde, 
Rex Beach 

4. The Man in Lower 
Ten, Mary Rob-
erts Rinehart 

5. The Trail of the 
Lonesome Pine, 
John Fox Jr. 

6. Truxton King, 
George Barr 
McCutcheon 

7. 54-40 or Fight, Em-
erson HoughT 

8. The Goose Girl, 
Harold Mac-
Grath 

9.  Peter, F. Hopkin-
son Smith 

10. Septimus, Wil-
liam J. Locke 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 May 3, 1909. The first 
wireless telegraphic 
press message was 
sent from New York to 
Chicago. 

 The New York Times 
publishes the first 
movie review, a  cri-
tique of D.W. Griffith’s 
Pippa Passes. 

 In 1909, the first radio 
station with a regular 
series of programs is 
begun by Charles D. 
“Doc” Herrold of San 
Jose, who powers his 
station by illegally tap-
ping into the streetcar 
lines of the Santa Fe 
Railway. 

 By 1909, the movies 
have become a $40-
million-a-year industry 
employing more than 
one thousand artists 
and craftspeople. 
There are roughly ten 
thousand “moving pic-
ture” theaters in the 
United States in 1909. 

In the publication of The Inner Shrine, 
Harper Publishers used anonymity to 

build up curiosity. 
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Books & Culture in 1909 

-A look back in time- 

Huntington Beach Library, Circa 1909 

Popular Songs of 
the Year:  
1. By the Light of 

the Silvery Moon,  
2. Casey Jones,  
3. Every Little 

Movement, 
4. Put on Your Old 

Grey Bonnet 



board to move the building to a lot at the 
corner of Walnut Avenue and Main 
Street for a nominal rent charge. Com-
munity involvement in the new library 
was particularly noteworthy during this 
period. During the time the citizens and 
the library trustees were busy readying 
the new library the city was officially 
incorporated and a board of trustees, 
the forerunner of today's city council, 
was elected.  

On June 14, 1909, the president of the 
Public Library Association, Mr. Everett, 
appeared before the city board and 
offered to turn over the library to the 
city. The subsequent agreement called 
for the city to set aside $300 for the 
immediate use of the library, to assume 
its debts and to support the library with 
tax funds. After Mr. Everett's appear-
ance before the board, the city govern-
ing body enacted Ordinance 18, which 
established a public library.  

Shortly after the city acquired the new 
library, Elizabeth Singleton and two as-
sistant librarians from Long Beach came 
to the city and catalogued the books 

From the beginning the Huntington 
Beach Public Library has been an illus-
tration of citizen concern for the commu-
nity and its future generations.  

Shortly before the city was incorporated 
February 1909, the possibility of opening 
a library was brought to the attention of 
the Board of Trade by two citizens, R.W. 
Blodgett and Mrs. R.H. Lindgren. Efforts 
of these two citizens aroused the inter-
est of some local organizations and the 
Huntington Beach Women's Club called 
a mass meeting on February 15, 1909, to 
form a library association. This meeting 
resulted in a temporary organization 
being established and Mrs. Blodgett was 
asked to draw up a constitution and by-
laws for the new organization.  

Once the Public Library Association was 
established, friends in the community 
began giving books and other necessary 
things and a home for the new library 
became a problem. The board decided 
to buy an old office building which was 
to be moved and Mr. Reed guaranteed 
payment of $50 for the roofless building. 
Mr. S. E. Hearn agreed to allow the 

free of charge. Their lunches and travel-
ing expenses were provided by the Li-
brary Board of Trustees. Edith Brown of 
Long Beach became the first city librar-
ian in July, 1909. At that time there were 
338 volumes in the library, 228 were gifts 
while 110 had been bought new. The new 
library subscribed to twelve magazines 
and held hours of 10 a.m. to noon and 
2:00 p.m. to 7 p.m. In August, Mr. Hearn, 
owner of the property where the library 
was located, notified the Library Board 
that the library had to move by the end 
of the year. In January, 1911, the library 
was moved to the intersection of Walnut 
Avenue and 3rd Street. 

- Excerpt taken from the Dedication 
Booklet for the Huntington Beach Li-
brary & Cultural Center, April 5, 1975. 
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LIFE IN 1909... 

BOOKS 

America’s Gilded Age: An Eyewitness History by Judith 
Freeman Clark 
 
America 1900: The Turning Point by Judy Crichton 
 
The Good Years: From 1900 to the First War by Walter 
Lord 
 
Dawn of the Century: 1900-1910 by the Editors of Time-
Life Books 
 
Century of Service: A History of Huntington Beach by 
Mike Heywood 
 
Huntington Beach: Gem of the South Coast by Diann 
Marsh 
 
Huntington Beach, California by Chris Epting 

Early History of The Huntington Beach Public Library  
1909-1911 


