The first Huntington Beach Library Board of Trustees purchased a used office
building for $50.00 in February 1909 and rented a lot on the corner of Walnut and
Main Street, establishing the first Library building. The Public Library Association
president, Mr. A. W. Everett, appeared before the city board and offered to turn over
the library to the city. On June 14,1909, following that meeting, the city’s governing
body enacted Ordinance 18, which established a public library. In July 1909, the
library held 338 volumes. In January 191, the library building was moved to the corner
of Walnut and 3rd.

One of Six in the Centennial Series

According to the Library Board of Trustees minutes, Edith Brown
became the first city librarian beginning on July 19, 1909 and was paid a
salary of $25 per month. In May 1911, Bertha Proctor was appointed as
city librarian. At that time the librarian's salary was $35 per month. This
is a picture of the inside of that first library building, which opened to
the public on July 31,1909.
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The new Carnegie Library, built by W. D. Lambert of Long Beach, opened
in 1914, with a total of 2,800 volumes. The main floor of the Carnegie
Library housed an adult reading room, a children's department and the
librarian's office. In 1934, Bertha Reynolds (formerly Proctor) resigned.
When the doors closed on July 13, 1951, after almost 40 years of service,
the library had a total of 42,000 volumes.
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On September 30, 1951, the new library building at 525 Main Street
was dedicated by Mayor Vernon Langenbeck. The library was built
at a cost of $140,000. Margaret Kemp served as temporary librarian
until Floyd Jorgensen filled the job in 1937. When he went to serve
in World War Il, Lylyan Mossinger was appointed librarian until 1959.
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In 1967 Librarian Walter Johnson created a program citing the library
needs for a growing community and the library board selected the Talbert
Avenue site. The firm of Richard & Dion Neutra was asked to design the
library. The ground-breaking took place in October 1972 and the library
was dedicated on April 5,1975. Today the Central Library, located in
Central Park, houses over 300,000 volumes of books.
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The Huntington Beach Library System experienced tremendous growth under the direction of Librarian Ron
Hayden. In 1994, a 43,000-square-foot expansion of the Central Library, designed by Anthony & Langford,
introduced a new Children’s area with its own story time theater and a lower level featuring 7 new meeting
]rooms and a beautiful 319-seat theater. A year
later the Oak View branch opened, providing
library services to the local Spanish speaking
community.
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