Being a S.T.A.R Reader

And Reading

Become a reading “star” in a child’s life



S.T.A.R. (Story Telling and Reading) is a program designed to
encourage children to listen, interact, and be able to enjoy
story reading in a smaller, more intimate level.




We need volunteers! Readers should be at least 12 years
old and those 18 years and older will need to be finger
printed before they can start.




How does one become a S.T.A.R. reader?
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Volunteers 18 years old and older will need to go to
Administration and pick up a finger print packet from the
Volunteer Coordinator’s office.
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Our volunteer coordinator, Monica Miltko, will give the packet to the volunteer
along with a map of suggested places that do finger printing. Even if a volunteer
has been fingerprinted before for a position outside the library, the volunteer will
need to be fingerprinted again before he or she can start reading to the children.




Once a volunteer’s fingerprints have been cleared, Monica
will call that person with the good news. Now the volunteer
can come in and start signing up for reading times!




What if the volunteer is under 18 years old?




Once teens have attended one of our monthly teen shelving workshops
OR have viewed this PowerPoint, they can sign up for reading times and
can introduce themselves to Melissa Ronning, the children’s/YA librarian
in charge of S.T.A.R.




“"Are there meetings or workshops | must attend before | can

start?”

There are month meetings held the first Wednesday
of every month in the Tabby Theater at 4:00 p.m.
where teen volunteers are taught about shelving and
reading aloud.

We also have quarterly S.T.A.R. workshops where we
meet with our volunteer readers and discuss ideas,
reading techniques and book suggestions.

However, you do not have to wait to attend one of
these meetings if you want to reading right away.



Adult and teens; if you have NOT attended a teen shelving workshop or a quarterly STAR
workshop, make sure Melissa has a copy of your volunteer application! It is needed so we

can keep track of your volunteer hours. Those under 18 years old will need to have a parent
sign the application before it can be accepted.
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Volunteer Application (Adult) s Department
Name Date
Street Address Clty
Zip Code Emall Address
Home Phor Cell Phone
out the volunteer opportunities at the library?  Walkin
Library Website City Website or Sands
Number of you would like to volunteer per week
Days and times of avalilability: Mor Tues. Wed
Thurs Fr Sat
Select preferred library location: Central Library Main Street Branch
Banning Branch Helen Murphy Branch Qak View Branch
Volunteer work preference
Please refer to the volunteer opportunities brochure for job descriptions. (Mark ind 2% and

3 choices)
Children's
_ Circulation
_____ Computer Coach
____ Family Literacy (Oak View)
___ Friends Gift Shop

Library Experience Concierge

S.T.AR. (Story Telling and Reading)
Homework Club
_____ Literacy (Central)
Media Services Assistant
____Support Groups / Boards

Used Book Sale
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Once a volunteer has met the requirements, he or she can start signing up
to read in our S.T.A.R. notebook kept by the Children’s Desk.
Don’t see the notebook? Ask staff for it.




Look through the notebook and write down your name for all the days and times
you would like to read. You can sign up for months in advance...but please call us

at 714-375-5107 and leave a message if you cannot come on days you signed up
for.
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You've been cleared. You are coming in to read at your scheduled time. It's
your first time. What do you do? Where do you get your materials?




The first thing you do is to sign-in in the Teen Volunteer Notebook (even if you are
not a teen). You will put your name, time , date and write STAR for duty. You will
also sign out there when you are finished. Please write down the number of

children who attended your storytime by your name. Be sure to PRINT your first
and last name neatly.




Volunteer lanyards are kept by the sign-in notebook. By wearing a lanyard
you are identifying yourself as a volunteer.




In the cabinet in the Children’s Desk is the key to unlock the STAR reader
book room!You will need this key so you can get your books to read.
Can’t find it? Need help? Ask children’ staff to assist you.




The key with the library tag is the key you are looking for. It unlocks both the Read
Aloud Book Room and the Puppet Room.




These are the two rooms with Read Aloud supplies. They are in the back of the
Children’s Department by the staff offices.
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Inside the STAR Read Aloud Book room you will find all sort
of books, stickers and stamps.




You will notice that the books on the top shelf on either side have holiday
stickers on their spines. This is to make it easier for you to find holiday
theme picture and popup books.




Many of the books are filed alphabetically by the author’s last name.




lift the flap and touch and feel
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There are even large size picture books you can use. These are great for large
groups of children.




Want to use a flannel board to help tell stories? We have a small collection flannel boards
with flannel pieces. You can use your own if you want. We also have story mitt packages

which can be used for finger plays and nursery rhymes. We even have a flannel apron you
could use with these pieces.
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In the back of the room you will find stickers and stamps (which you can
use to stamp a child’s hand). These are fun rewards to give to children
after you have finished reading.




Need storytelling ideas?

We have books to help inspire you and give you suggestions.
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Once your shift over you may put your books on the cart inside the Read Aloud
Book Room or if you wish, you can reshelf them. Do not leave your books outside

where you were reading. Please put your books back in the Read Aloud Book
Room.




Reading at a branch library and want to use some of our books and supplies?
Make sure to use our sign out sheet kept in the Read Aloud Book Room. Write down your name and
the titles of the books/puppets you are using and today’s date. When you bring back the materials

you may cross off your name.




Children love puppets!

Storytime
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Many of our S.T.A.R. readers like to read with puppets. We have lots to
choose from. You may even want to work with more than one puppet at a
time.




There are also crazy hats and musical instruments
yOu can use.




If you don’t want to work with large puppets, we also have a selection of small
finger puppets.




Many children who are shy can be enticed to listen to a story if you have a puppet.
You may also team up with a friend and have a partner read with you.




How many books should | take to read to the children?
We suggest that you pick at least six to eight different books at different levels.

You may even want to read more!
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The most important thing is to have fun and to enjoy the

books you are reading!

When reading aloud, remember to smile and be
entertaining. It's almost like an acting class.

Children enjoy interacting with the storytellers.

Remember that children enjoy action stories and
nearing stories that they can participate in.
Doing activities such as "Simon Says” and
"Going on a Bear Hunt” helps to keep your
audience attentive.




But what do | do if children leave in the middle of my stories

or won't pay attention?

Small children have small attention spans. Do not get upset if a
child/children have to leave during your storytime.

If children aren’t paying attention and start to fidget and fuss, it's ok to
stop the story. Have the children stand up and wiggle their wiggles out.
Then have them sit back down as quietly as they can and put their hands in
their laps. Pick a different story to read or recite or sing a nursery rhyme.
You can have the children join in.




What if there are no children to read to?

What do | do?

Make sure the sign is up advertising the storytime.

Have a librarian announce you.
Walk around with a puppet or stickers and ask parents and children if they would

like to hear a story.
If that doesn’t work....you may wish to choose a different time to read. Some

days and times are busier than others.

A S.T.A.R. Reader is

reading stories right now!




Still unsure of what a S.T.A.R. reader does?

Come visit one of the S.T.A.R. read aloud storytimes.
Watch a volunteer in action and see what that person does.
Talk to our volunteers and get suggestions.




Become a reading "STAR"” in a child’s life.

Being a S.T.A.R. readers means that you are becoming a
reading role model for the children.

The love of reading can be contagious. Help us to spread that
love by being one of our S.T.A.R. readers.
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