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Cities list quake
vulnerable buildings 
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The Regisler 

{j ,e.,~;;J;: - f ~140 
~useUlil s,. ~ restlrurants, surf 

shops, meetlllg halls and a church 
school are among hundreds of 
buildings Orange County cities are 
identifying as potentially hazard
ous in the event of a strong earth
quake. 

Quiring surveys of alI older brick, 
stone and concrete buildings. The 
lists were to be submitted with 
plans to have the buildings demol
ished or reinforced to withstand an 
earthquake measuring 8.0 on the 
Richter scale. 

la Park and Westminster reporting 
no unrein forced buildings. 

Ed Hensley, information officer 
for the· state Seismic Safety Com
mission, said 86 of 365 California 
city and county governments have 
complied. There are no penalties 
for cities that failed to meet the 
deadline, but owners of older build
ings, and in some cases the cities, 
could be liable for injury or death 
occurring in the buildings as the 

The inventories we"e due to the 
state Jan. 1 under a 1986 law re-

Twenty of the county's 29 cities 
completed their surveys by the 
deadline, with Costa Mesa, Cy
press, Fountain ValIey, irvine, La 
Palma, Mission Viejo, Stanton, Vil-

result of an earthquake. 
The problem for building owners 

is money. Some low-interest loans 
are available to owners whose 
buildings have been identified as 
structurally unsafe. But reinforc
ing old masonry buildings can be 
expensive, especially if a building 
is to retain its historic appearance. 

At St. Boniface Catholic Church 
in Anaheim, used by more than 
3,500 families, engineers have esti-

mated reinforcement of the 
church's schOol will cost $400,000. 

"We were already aware of the 
problem through the concerns of 
parents," the Rev. John Lenihan 
said. "So we've been working on it 
a · year or so .... We began 'a $2 
million fund-raising campaign in 
September, which includes the 
school. We'll be taking care of the 
school first." 

Please see BUILDINGS/10 



BUILDINGS: Structures must be reinforced 
so they-can takean 8.0 quake 

FROM 1 
The SO-year-old school building 

set'ves 296 children in kindergarten 
tlu'ough eighth grade. In addition, 
I,QPO children use it for religious 
education programs and extracur
riCular activities. 

lIi Tustin, building owners com
plain they have had trouble getting 
the .city to approve their reinforce
ment plans because the city lacks 
an- ordinance outlining renovation 
standards. 

<'You'd think a city with only sev
en' (unsafe) buildings could get it 
together," said Paul Berkman, 
owner of Rutabegorz Restaurant, 
wlJlch rents an old building on 
Main Street. 

. '·'Our owner has an architect and 
p~id the money to do it," he said. 
"We're ready to go .... This could 
h;tv.e been done a long time ago. 
Nobody's stalling." 

:Preserving historic buildings 
stich as Mission San Juan Cap is-

. trimo and other 20D-year-old ado
b".s: presents an added concern (.or 
officials in that city. iii" 

.. -Elaine Mal'tinez! building and 
safety director for San Juan Capis
trano, said she is certain all histor
:!c buildings will be saved and their. 
original appearance preserved. 
-' The Catholic Diocese of Orange 
1s 'planning to spend close to $1 mil
~lion on renovating the mission over 
Clhe' next five years, she said. 
;'. ·j'This is a unique place," she 
'said. "We have tremendous sup' 
po)·t from the community and the' 
'o.wilers of these buildings .... We 
'already have owners who are in the 
j)rocess of moving ahead (in reno
'vations) without the city being in
~-v.olved. !1 

.' . The diocese also owns an unrein
;,forced building at 130 W. Main St. 
'inTustin that is used as a meeting 
:.hall by the Knights of Columbus. 
, .. Anaheim, San Juan Capistrano 
. (and Tustin are among the cities 
;'1 hat l)u vc completed their inven~ 
'tories and identified unrein forced 
:'bnildings. The others are Garden 
:,Grove, Huntington Beach, Los Ala
:'mitos, Placentia, San Clemente, 
:Santa Ana, Seal Beach and Yorba 
Linda. 

.: ."So fat't it looks encouraging," 
~aid John Quan, Anaheim plan 
check supervisor. "I would say 
most will be refurbished. It's too 
early to say if any will be demol
)shed. Most are small buildings; 
9nll' two are large. In three years 
everything should be done." 
.' More reports are trickling into 
the state daily, Hensley said, and 
liommissioners are hopeful all cit
ies will comply within the next few 
,weeks. 
.. "We're not looking at the post
'marks," he said. "Getting those 
,·buildings fixed so they don't fall 
<(jown is what we're worried about. 
::.:. The commission staff is encour
-aged by the rush of entries. I think 
;\t's human nature to bump up 
l'against a deadline." 
[: Included in the list of latecomers 
:are the county and the cities of 
lB.rea, Buena Park, Dana Point; 
Fullerton, La Habra, Laguna 
Beach Newport Beach and Or-,. , 
(ange. 
I All have completed preliminary 
inventories only. Orange County's 
newest city, Laguna Niguel, is cov
ered by the county. 

Several cities that are late have 
a large number of potentially un-

. safe structures aIid' have been 
slowed.in their efforts to locate cur
rent owners.. . 

In Newport Beach, which has an 
estimated 124 unsafe structures, 
building . director Ray Schuller 

!sayshe ho~~ to ha':':,hislist done 

by the end of February. 
"We just sent out the last bat~h 

of letters (to owners)," he Said. 
"Some came back saying: 'My 
building was built in 1952. How 
come I'm on the list?' We sent a l!st 
to the state ... , They just wanted a . . 
tOlal.l\wl101';1:on ofthosebiiiidings 
rna>: come off in the end." . 

Reinforcement ordinances vary 
from city to city, but most set a 
deadline for reinforcing or demol
ishing unsafe. buildings. 
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One of the buildings?" Mai~ Street in downtown' Hunting~on Beach that does not'n:'eet state earthquake standards. Hundreds of Orange County buildings need to be brought up to code. 


