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Compiled by Joel Blank under the auspices of the Huntington
Beach Historical Society, President, Elaine Craft: City His-
torian, Delbert Higging, and the city of Huntington Beach.

INTRODUCTION

Situated on a blufl overlooking the lowlands of Hunting-
ton Beach, William and Mary Newland built their house on the
ancient campground of the Gabricleno Indians in 1898. The
house located on Beach Boulevard (then known as [lampshire
Avenue) and Adams is the best preserved and most historically
significant example of this period within the city of Huntington
Beach. The house is now an official Orange County historical
monument (Orange County historical site No. 9).

Here on this one time 1000 acre ranch (purchased from
Abel Stearns on July 17, 1897 which was formally part of a
Spanish land grant), the Newlands helped pioneer the city of
Huntington Beach through their work in the fields of education,
business, the social scene. and countless other arcas.

HISTORY OF THE FAMILY

William Taylor Newland was born in Campiont, Hlinois
in 1850 and Mary Juanita Delapp was born in nearhy Jackson-
ville, Hllinois in 1859. They married and settled in Quiney
Hlinois. They, then, migrated to California for they heard of
the good farm land that was available. From 1880 to 1897 they
lived in numerous places, ranging from Hall Moon Bay south of
San Francisco to the Irvine ranch in Rattlesnake Canyon. Here
Mr. Newland became a very successful farmer raising barley f(or
feed grain and became known as the “Barley King” of Orange
County. In 1898 they settled in the cily now known as
Huntington Beach.

When the Newlands arvived in 1898, the community was
known as Shell Beach. With the help of Phillip Stanton (who
later became speaker of the assembly in Sacramento), Mr.
Newland formed the West Coast Land and Water Company.
40 acres of land purchased from Colonel Northam. This land
was surveyed and a map of Pacific City formerly called Shell
Beach wasrecorded on August 5, 1901. The city was called this
in hopes of it becoming a successful summer resort like Atlantic
City on the ecast coast.

On July 4, 1904, the Pacific Electric Railroad was com-
pleted to Main Street, Pacific City. Thus, the name of the city
was changed to Huntington Beach in honor of Henry L.
Huntington, owner of the Pacilic Electric Railroad.
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