


Plumbing the depths R

George Allen of the Scientific Services staff measures the depth of the water off the damaged Huntington
Beach Pier to determine how — or it — the pier should be rebuiit.



FROM 1
- sembling the hulk of the restan-
rant, confirming what city engi-
neers had believed — that it was
battered to pieces by waves.
Maddux will diagram each piece
of debrisona chart and turn itover
to coastal engineers working for
Fluor Daniel Inc., the prime con-
tractor on the 356,135 pier study.

The study, due out in June, will
help city officials decide how much
it will cost to rebuild the pler and
how it should be rebuilt — if at all.
Some city officials are worried
that the pier’s length made it inher-
ently dangerous and that it should
-.not be rebuilt,

The study also will assess the
-structural condition of the remain-
ing pier and whether it needs to be
rebuilt or shored up.

Maddux; 36, has worked on some
of the most publicized underwater
salvage operations of the past sev-
eral years.

In 1986, he spent seven months
off the Florida coast helping the
Navy locate parts of the Chaileng-
er, including the crew capsule. In
1983, his San Diego-based compa-
ny, Sciertific Services, led the un-

PIER: Debris widely scattered

successful search for the Korean -
Airlines passenger jet that was
shot down by the Soviets over the
Sea of Japan.

To assist him Tuesday, Maddux-
took two divers and about $150,000
worth of equipment on the 25-foot
Con Suerte out of Dana Point, With
last week's storms, underwater
visibility was about zero and the
divers were of little heip. The work
depended solely on the equipment,
which included: "

B A side-scan sonar, a torpedo-
shaped device that sends and re-
ceives acoustic pulses. The pulses
are recorded on a computer, which
uses the fluctuations to plot any
debris on the bottom. i

M A maguetometer, similar in
appearance to the sonar device,
which measures fluctuations in the
earth’s magnetc field. It can de-
tect and chart metal cbjects on the
ocean floor. -

W A depth scunder, which

‘bounces signals off of the ocean

floor and makes high-resolution
drawings of the contours of the sea
bottom. -



