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put one foot in front of the other.

© That's about all [ know how 10 doin

these situations.” ‘ ’

A crowd of about 40 spectators
watched as the pier rocked min-
utes - before -collapsing.’ Lights
strung along the pier began to
flicker, then died. The end of the
pier gave way and the restaurant
plunged into the surf. )

I guess it just swayed sideward
one time too many,” said Dave -
Schulze, 32, of Huntington Beach.

‘It floated away like a big old . ¢

houseboat.” S
Several witnesses said there was :
a deep shake or rumble before the
pier collapsed. =~ " - —
-~ 7 <There was a shudder, the pler”
shook, and then the end fell off,”

said Dr. Matt Benis, a Huntington

Beach physician. “It"was like a
“stam-dunk, straight down.” 7

City lifeguards barricaded the

tast third of the pier at 830 a.m. .
Sunday after heavy surf snapped a -
major support beam near its end. :

. The beam was attached o pilings -

driven into the sea flooT.

The entire pier was closed about :
30 minuces before a 100-foot section
fell into the surf. As the heavy surf,
pushed by 30-mph winds, continued

snt was rebulil ai

10 weaken ‘the pier, police kept

© spectators 2 safe distance away.
About 100 peopie gathered within -

an hour of the collapse.
Huntington Beach Poiice Sgt.
-Jeff Cope said the high winds and
tides meant more of the pier would
likely be lost before this morning.
- ““The pier is going t0 continue to
£41l into the ocean,” Cope said.
“There is definitely more exten-

“'sive damage than the ’83 storm,”™ B

Huntington Beach Mayor John Er-

skine said. *'It looks like we've got :

a real tragedy on our hands.”

up on shore as far away as New-

port Beach, police said, but the:
largest portions washed up on Hun-
:tington City Beach between Lake

Street and Magnolia Street.

‘bris washed on the beach about two
miles south of the pier, including a

“and the restaurant’s front door.

The beach was closed to the pub- -

-lic and police and lifeguards pa-
trolled the area. N

. “There’s probably not much cut
there to pick up,”’ Huntington
Beach Police Sgt. Willlam Stuart

Csaid. .
* . Frskine and others on ‘the coun-

Pieces of the pier were washing -

Bob Lenkner, 29, of Huntington~
Reach said¢ a large portion of de~ -~

tennis shoe, containers of butter ..

he repuilt after the 1983 slorm.

il said they would have t0 weigh
the community’'s desire for a cafe
on the end of the pier and the wis- .

dom of rebuilding on a section of

_beach batiered by 'storms “and

heavy currents. T
The. pier was first built in 1911

‘and was originally 1,330 feet long-
_When an additional 500 feet was
“added in the 1930s, the End Cafe
as also built. o R

. Ana Venegas/The Register

" £nd Cafe owner John Gustafsonsays he knew he was taking a riskwhen

" Storms in 19305 destroyed the
‘end of the pier and cafe. It was

rebuilt and opened in 1940 and used

© by the Navy during Worid War 1L
cfor submarine watches. i <1

- Register staff writers William Hooo
: Boyer, David Greenwaid, Ed Humes’
"and Renee Tawa contributed to this

report.’ ... o




Waves rip away pdrt of Huntmgfom Pi@r
‘_-zwmds damage homes waters irap boys

By Wiltiam H. Boyezgé

The Registe b
o /g /(]
A viplent storm battel ed Qrange County

on Sunday, ripping away part of the Hun-
tington Beach Pier and dumping a restau-
- rant off its end, trapping two boys in the
. swollen Santa Ana River and dropping a

- funnel ctoud on an exdnswe south county
neighborhood. -

The Pacific :;tcnm that lashcd bouthe:n
. California throughout the day also flooded
streets and freeways, triggered power fail-

- ures for thouscmds of :tsuients coliapsed _

‘cause of f looding. -

the 1oof of a Fullerton bLl‘;lHLS% and h,d m a’
*rash of fender i)enducs on mty stleets and
hxghways e . A

Late Sunday mg,ht Huntmg,lnn BLdC‘h

'poimc closed portions of Pacific Coast

Highway north of the CO”dpSLd ]J]Ll bc-.

S

" In Coto de Cd/d w1tnms<,q 5t ud one fun
el cloud ripped parts of the roofs off sev-

eral million-dollar homes, scatiering

wr ccl(ed tile across mdmcde lawns dncl

' Please see STORMK}




smw National Wea'ther Service warmns
that I__ow»-lyfng coastal areas could flood today

FROM 1

patios. Another funnel cloud tare a -
2,000-pound baseball dugout off its
founddlion amd into 4 street near

Stream.” |
Cooper said Newpoz! Beuch fne-

San Clemente  Righ St,hool
nesses said.
© Knott's Berry Farm clo-,ui its
rides Sunday because of the storm, .
and Disneyland closed carly.

Rainfall was heavy. in Orange

© County, ranging from about .75 of
an inch in Newport Beach and San

Clemente to‘inore than 2 inches in
1a Habra, Trabuco Canyon and
Stlveradoe during the 24-hour period
ending at 4 p.n. Sunday.

Santa Ana, which received 148
inches of rain during the period,
has 7.64 inches of precipitation for
the scason, compared with 4,86
inches at this time last year. 7.

Nationat Weather Service fore-
casters warned that the intense
weather front could combine with
high tides this morning and flood
low-lying coastal areas Mrom ‘mnla
Barbara fo San Dicgo. .

The coastal flood warning WI”
remain in effect through today,
Rain is expected 1o decrease to-
day, with partly cloudly skiesand a
30 percent chance for more rain by

© late toddy, tlw wmthm suvu,c
said. : ’

For two Hun{lrzglon Beach boys,

"the storm cansed tense moments

~when they became trapped on a
sandbar in the middle of the Santa
~Ana River about a mlIc me the

“¢oast.

U Aaron Van (,!uvc i1, and An-
drew Bergsettery 9, were playing in
the Santa Ana River with a third

friend, Jeffrey Reynolds, 9, shortly
after noon when the storm runpff
trapped them on g sandbar, said

Huntington Beach Baud on {hl(.f
William Cooper. - :

"“The water wasn “Lton, hng,h w ]
they started out and, you know,
they just went ouy lhu ¢ being boys
exploring things,” Cooper said.

Cocper said Reynolds was barely
able,to,ma¥e it 1o shore and then
suimoned help for his friends.

By the time cmergency crews

stream to catch anyone who might

wit—
- have been swept away, A Newport

the emergendy, he said.
I've been involved with and every-

Cooper said. ""luck in these situa-
tions comes from good training.”””
Ceto de Caza residents also had
an unnerving experience 4$ a pos-
sible tornado touched dewn in their
exclusive canyon enclave and
ripped apart the roofs of several
homes and destroyed a horse shel-
ter. :
Lori
Coto de Caza home on Violeta Lane
apparently sustained the heaviest
damage  fr om tl;c tornadc)likc
winds.

Demetre Sdld. shc was slanding
in her kitchen at about 9:30 a.m.
Sunday waiting for a break in the
heavy rain so she could run her

ing thrmagh the air.”

“red-roof tiles, the tar-paper lining
‘underneath and cven roofing nm}s
‘she said.

Demetre smd she dld hot see thc

. Pettay did.
. Weather
they had ne reports. of funnel
clouds Sunday, but meteorologist
Mark McKinicy said, “’1‘lhcy do oc-

ceur every so often,”
during intense storms.

COther neighbors reported thely
“homes were damaged along with
- fences and horse shelters before

- ta Ana Mountains. :
" In San Clemente, the high school

feundation and flung 150 yards

-an adjacent street, said Joc Miller,
the school’s bascball coach. .
arrived, the quick-moving water - 'Miller, who was conducting a
was more than § fect d:op in basball clinic at the school Sunday,
. Praces, Cooper said. ©osald the dugout was built out of
Huntington ~ Beach  lifeguards “heavy: wondng_beams and Tricks
Marc Panis and Mike Beverfein, &nd weighed at lca‘st a ton, 'r"(’t
“along- with state beach )ifegeard - e
“Joseph Milligan, donned wetsuits
- and swam-to the boys while dodg-
ing fleating debris as fivefighters
- from Huntington Beach and Costa
Mesa floated ropes to the men, he
i said. The lil"cg,u(nds then used the
i ropée to hetp haul the youngsters to
- shore. ’

“the dugout was lifted 10 1o 15 Teet in
: the alr, smashed into g softhail
field backstop and sheared off a

fighters were stationed  down- |

Beach police helicopter also hov- -

ered over the area to help monjtor,
“This was the first river rescue |

thing worked out like clockwork,""

.Dcmclre's SI.ZS mil]i(m“

do{,s when, V'] ,JLI.‘:i saw things fy— "

The winds tore away her home’s

funnet cloud, but nmghbm Sumnm‘ .

.seryice ofﬂualb s;nd

plnll(,ul;u Iy .

baseball dugout was blown off its * low to mid-10s at night and rise 1o

L ; .the upper 308 during the day. -
across the school athletic field onto 7+ " & ay

warned by the weather
- that the most likely time for food-
ing would be around 7 a.m. today
- -as tides of about 7 feet carry huge
- breakers - ranging IU to 24, fcet s
- high «~ ashore, 7"
A winter storm warning dl‘:(l was
XS hsmd for
- Miller said witnesses wld htm i

~vations as the cold front movi
tree before tanding in the street.
»In Fulleron, 'a 16-square-foot. .
-section of a roof for the Nutone
Corp. at 2330 W. Raynmer Ave. col- -

Departmuat Bduahon Chlcf John.'
Clark, - ¥ 5

Clark said thc roof colhpsn tn{,- .
‘gered the fire sprinkler system,

which alerted his -department.

-When fivefighters arrived, *There ‘
was about six inches of water on
you -

‘the ground
]ooke( o
- No one was msnde !he bulldmg

x.vcz ywhe:c

when the accident occurred, he ¢

- said, City inspectars will have to
Jdetermine today if the bmldln[, is

still .snuctuzally sound,

The Batboa Pier also was hit
with heavy surf Sunday, ‘said
Yvonne Boltze, manager of Ruby's
Diner at the end of the pier, . 7

“It's scary,” she said. “'Ht moves
back and forth and every once in a

“while it seems to go in the opposite
direction and you can ht_m the

waves crashinp.™
About 43,000 Southern Cahfmnm

" Edison custemers were affected by
45 power clitages all over Orange
- County, "= wmpany S{)Ochl‘ndn :
Jsaid, T ’

Qutages lasted l"mm kKl scumde '

to several hours. By late Sunday,

. alt but 450 uaswmus h.z(l then' :
_powcz restored, i :

- Traffic accidents, lli\c powu oul- -

thorities blamed the mm Im many

- of the accidents.

The Orange Couiny Fire Dcpm t

3 : ages, were reported in police juris-
- dictions across the: county.

Tment reported that a traffic acci-* -

dent shut down several lanes of the -

“eastbound Riverside (91) Freeway

whien a car apparently hit the free-
way center divider, seimus]y ln-

'Jlll m.g, two people,

: The wcalhe: is erspeuod 1o gase -
s winds fF toward the ¢ _j-.today but winds ‘will_continue to;
the winds spun off toward the San- “pust up to 45 mph and hail could

“i-fall, the weather service reported, -

. Temperatures will drop into the

- Low-lying coastal areas ‘were -

service

the mountains as the’
snow level dropped to about 3,000

fect Sunday night. More than a foot ;.

of snow was expected at higher ele-

east, said Bill Hoffer, weather
viee, Sp{.t]d]]b[ ;

Register _siaff writers Pat Bren-

Au-
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Bits and pieces
of destroyed
cafe sought

Renee T :
?xaene_e awa(g@b

b

Whe mnd-whsf;ped%.raves top- .-
pled The End Cafe on the Hunting-
ton Beach Pier on Sunday night,
its owner, John Gustafson, *
thought his landmark cafe was :
dead in the water.,

But beachcombers Monday set -
out to keep alive at least the mem-
ory of the cafe, attempting to
hoard bits and pieces of the res-
taurant that washed akhore as
though they were treasures from
the Titanic.

-In Newport Beach, meanwhxle,
beachcombers searched for, sou-
venirs of a different kind — the

gold and silver kind. -

The hunt was harder on Hun:
tington Beach's shores because
hfeguards patrolled the sand in :
jeeps, using loudspeakers to order
people off the beach and yell at
would-be looters.

Allen Powell, 48, was one of
those who Jomed swarms of peo-
ple ‘who crawled under . and
stepped over yellow restraining
tape and braved ankle-deep wa-
ters to comb through the rubble
that was strewn across the shore-
line as though a- sh:pwxeck had
occurred.

L
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Powell skipped across-tiny sand

dunes until he found what he -

e - S B

!

wanted — a grass-green window I 1

frame from The End Cafe with
glass intact. Powell, in a bright ¥
red windbreaker, stood out like a +
sore thumb in the crowd, most of /|
whom were wearing somber w1n~

“ter colors. ' J.

» “Drop it,” a Tlifeguard snapped ‘
from his jeep.
Powell and a friend scampered
- back to the parking lots empty- -
handed, save for a Styrofoam cup
from The End Cafe. He was look-
ing for a better keepsake though :
o -something to remind him of lei- {
“surely weekend brunches at the
- cafe with a box-seat view of the *

o

. u—ﬁq

ocean. The window would have "

been perfect. . - . i
*Just to take it home and put u
on a sign that said, ‘Found Jan. 18,
the day after the End Cafe saw ]tS
Plaase see BEACH/T

»it }"




BEAGH; *uoavengers in search 0? %uvenim |

FFiOM! . U s T

%‘i;;}ll;” sm_d Powcil of Fountam s : mmmmm T
I Michelle Ghormiey, 19, clutchcd Iz :

L a single-serving bag of freeze dried
‘coffee that she plucked froni flood- ;

= Sheis sure it came ftom 'Ihe Lnd
Cafc and she wanted a souvenir
i aBul sht, alse vowed (o keep looking
funti! she found somethmg mme
fsymbelic, it
“We're just lookmg ar ound
aybe we can find something thal B
ays, 'End Cafe,’ said (:hmmlcy =
“of Fountain le!ey :
¢ Closer to the shoreline dnd dbout
- half-mile from the picr, 60-foot-
;long barnacle-covered pilings lay
fHext 1o 5-galion tubs of mayonnaise
nd mauvve-colored cushions.
‘Paul Hoffma, 24, of Huntington
each half- senously opened the
door of a refrigerator that lay door-
de up, without a scratch, .. =
“I% 1his thing usable 7' he Jokcd
A1 saw some good” maydnnaise
;over there. ... It's fust incredible,”
> Sandy Mdnnc:s 32, was more
-concemul about salvagmp wreck-,
'-rage from the battered pier. ‘She
wiesened a 2- foot-long wooden flank
. that was floating in a parkmg, lot
-vpuddie and wrapped it in a plastic
»bdg, managing to shp by 1he hi‘e-
" aBuards wnnoticed.

remIUs my souvenir, sa:d Mwn-

mers. of Garder Grove, =1 - just:
.}wanted a picce of wood. Sometium,
F8mall [ just a reminder.! © S

Tl Llfcg,ualds had their hands full,

. ving to keep the beaches closed

. wand looters away, said Dc)uglax-
eI Ar llcli th t -

. N-Ofﬁculs were concerncd about'
'n-hl[,h tides and potential injuries’.
-adrom the yibble, By midafternoon, .
‘onearly a dozen city jeeps had flat
_»'tnes from nailson the beach, 'Ar-
L tiall said. There were no arrests of
sefiespassers or looters, he added.
“yoo-Debris from the sheared-off pier
wfloated as far south as Newpozt :
“wBeach, officials Teported.
W.Juha Yates, 30, wasn't wasting
wher time ut '43rd Street and Sea-
rshoere Drive in Newport Beach
io@kmg for sentimental ;mementos.
~. Yales spent all day sweeping her
;metal detector over the sand like a
teyacuum cleaner until the maghine ©
- hegan beeping. That was her clue ©
w.to shift throngh the sand with a°
" wmetal scooper. Her booty included
= gold rd]gmua medallion, a 'gold °
~T1ing, & silver ring and & handful of
.béoms Not a bad ddy for the Costa
wMesa artist.
"""' “*The stoun bun[,s us out " she
-—smd “The sand breaks away from
“thie beach and ali the heavy ftems
—oEre left... People from all over
rgome hcu, on these days.”" .




. - “John Gustafsan, owner and operator of The End Cafe for 10 years, wants to make the one-third-mile walk to the end of
“the Huntington Beach Pler worlh the effort for his customers. He employs a folk singer on weekends and prepares
fresh baked goods at Maxi's Pizza (The Other End Cafe) at the base of the pler using family reclpss, Gustaisen has
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By Frank Mickadeit
 The Reggister (R

HUMNTINGTON BEACH -
mating the cost of repairing the
city's damaged pier at 34 milion to
§5 miltion, City Administrator Paul
Cook said Monday he probably
would recommend that the section
fost to Sunday's storm not be re-
built. : :

He also said the city should con-
sider lopping off another 200 feet to
make the landmark more secure.
“Mother Nature doesn’t want us
it that far,”" Cook said as he

watched waves batter the pler
Monday morning. .

The city was not insured for the
damage or for the loss of The End
Cafe at the tip of the pier, Cook
said.

. . ) .Daniel A. AndersonThe Registe
Piease see PIER/1  The Huntington Beach pier, in 1885 photo, left, was restored after storm damage In 1982. On Monday, the pier, now missing about 300 feet and The End Cafe, was washed by high suri.
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PIER: Restoration estimated
to cost minimum of $4 million

FROM 1

The two-story restaurant was
swept out to sea “like a big old
houseboat’ about 8:40 p.m. Sun-
day, according to witnesses, Some-
time during the night, waves tore
off about 300 feet of the pier, offi-
cials said.

Cook said that rebuilding the
pier to its original length of 1,830

feet would be inviting more catas- -

trophe. The first 1,300 feet of the
pier was built on steel and concrete
pilings. But the rest — including
the 300 feet that washed away —
was built on wooden timbers.
“My recommendation is to cut

the pier off at the end of the con- .

crete and make the pier shorter by
about 500 feet,” Cook said.
"Huntington Beach Mayor John
Erskine said Monday it would be
“premature” to say the pier will
not be rebuilt to its full length. He
.acknowledged, however, “The en-

tire structural integrity of the pier

18 in question at this point.”’
‘The City Council will meet to-

night to receive Cook’s report; city -

-offices were closed Monday in hon-
or of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s
birthday.

-Some council members were
surprised tolearn that the pier was
uninsured. Cook said the city
drepped the coverage when premi-
urns skyrocketed in the wake of
1983 storms that. damaged severa)
Orange County piers. The nsur-
ance would have cost the city about
$250,000 a vear, he said.

“In 10 years, that would have

- been $2.5 million, which we thought
it would cost to rebuild it, and after

that we would be dhead of the

game " Cock said,

Before the March 1983 storm, the

pier had not sustained serious
- damage since 1939, he said.
" John Gustafson, owner of The
“-End Cafe, also had no insurance,
Gustafson, whe was in the cafe
about 10 minutes before it was
swept away, said he lost about
$200,000 in restaurant eguipment
“and furnishings.

. But Gustafson said he plans to

rebuild the cafe. .

“I'm ready to go,” he said. “I
was a little numb for awhile but
then I got my second wind. We lost
it twice, but the third time's a
charm.”

Some council members won-
dered atoud Monday why the pler
had not stood up better agamst
Sunday's sterm, particularly since
the city spent aboul $2 million re-
building it and the restaurant after
the 1983 storm.

“Certainiy, when we replaced
the énd of the pier, it was with as-
surance that what we were replac-
‘ing it with would last a long time,”
said Councilwoman Ruth Finley.

San  Pedro  engineer " Don
Hellmers, designer of the 1983 res-
toration project, szid the pler was
strengthened somewhat by using
thicker pilings and more Cross-
beams.

However, he said the 1983 pmjcct
did not address a structural flaw in
the pier: its height abovc the wa-
ter.

cluding the 300 feet that was lost

Sunday, sits about 4 to 6 feet closer -
" to the water than the rest of the
- structure,

! Hellmers said. The
amount of ‘space bet_wecn the
planks and the water varies with

the tide, but “Four feet is a !ot" of

leeway 1o give up, he said.

"~ “"The whole end of the pxcr is tao
‘tow,” he sald. “Nobody knows why

itwas designed hat way inthe first
place.”

 Hellmers and Cool\ ~ also an en-

gineer — said the lower elevation
PiObdb contributed to the end of
the pier giving way Sunday.
Both said that the planks were
pushed up and the pilings uprooted
by water rising from under the pier

- rather than from the 20-foot waves

crashing down on it. Were the pier

4 feet to 6 feet higher, the rising ~

water inight have peaked before it
did any damage.

Hellmers noted that several
Southern California piers damaged
in 1983 — including those at Seal

Beach and San Clemente — were

The last section of the pier, in-
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Huntington Beach Pier

The enginser who designed the restoration of the
Huntingtan Beach Pier said the end of the pier
sal loo close to tha waler, Tha lownass
conltributed lo the pier's damagse,

= T AEAR T r s sy e

Wave Hsing from under the
pier pushes up planks and
pulls pllings trom the sand.

o B 53

Sourea: Don Hellmers

Area of pier that was
washed away,

Wood pilings placed 20
to 25 fect deep in the
sand are 14 to 17
inches in diarneter.,

i

ralsed a few Tect upon reconstruc

tion; they weathered Sunday's
starm, suffering only with minor
dumage. .
Hellmers  said Huntington
Beach’s pier was not buik higher
because only about 50 feet of the
pier was being rebuilt, The money
ased for the projact, most of it from
insurance, would not cover the cost
ising the last several hundred

feet, he said,

Meanwhile, the City Council on
Tuesday was mulling over Cook's
suggestion that the pier be short-
ened.

Councilman Wes Bannister said
hie was “inclined to agree 100 per-

L cent, Twice in (five) years is a lit-

‘e too much.”
Finley said she believes Cook's
idea to be “'good advice,” but spec-

ulated that residents might think
otherwise. ) .
That feeling was echoed by Nat-
alic Kotsch, member of the Down-
town Merchants Association board
of directors and the primary force
behind efforts to build a surfing
museum in the city,
* "The community should try to
rebuild it, because our pier is the
major connnunily attraction at

Haney WardiThe Reg’

this point,” Kotsch said. I
maybe we should rebuild it rigt:
this time.”” .

Without insurance, rebuildin
funds would have to come out of th
city's genersl fund, governme:
grants or donations, Erskine said
He noted that Seal Beach resident
raised about $100,000 toward th
pier’s $2 million restoration follow
ing the 1983 storms.




‘storm cost

' Huntlngton Beach debates
~restoration of pier, cafe .

By Marilyn Kalfus
T Reg ister - Tl

. they will pay for the damages from
“the messy storm that pummeled

- Orange County’s coastline are

finding for the most part that thc,y
cal cover it — this time.

City administrators in most of
-~ the coastal cities said they were

“unsure whether their cities had in- -
surance to cover the damage. But,

except in Huntingmn Beach, they

"“This time,
let’s use good plannmg, ralse 1t
and insure it.’

- Erskine suggestcd that the ven-
~.dors who have popped up selling T~

shirts that say, 'l Survived the
© Huntington Beach Pier Disaster,
January 17, 1988" donatc p:ocecds

1o the cause.

‘Lifeguards 1copened the first
two- -thirds .of the pier Tuesday

" morning, as well as portions of the

20 <
CLty Offlé/ als wondering how'

' “saw little problcm in paying for

repazrs

No city took as bad a l)edtmg as -
-+ Huntington Beach, with $4 mitlion-
- indamagestothe ]Jlel aud The I,nd

- Cafe at its tip.
“The Huntington -Bcach
Council on Tuesday night formaily

- declared the waterfront a disaster -

‘area and allocated $20,000 to hire

Cuy .

~divers and engmee; 510 1n=;peci the ‘

Upier. “

-The c,ounczl did not dl‘%LIl‘S‘% a pI 0-

' 'posai by City Administrator Paul

-Cook that it not rebuild the 250-foot

" section that washed away and that

it shorten the remaining part by

another 250 to 300 feet. That would
. eliminate all of the pier that is built ™
-on wooden timbers, leaving only .
the portion built on concrete pil”
ings. Cook beliéves the pier was too
long and said the last several hun-

dred fect were not high enough

" ‘above the watcr to escapo stm m .

.damage
Mayor John Erskine Sdld t!le
council would not decide what to do
about “the pier until the consul-
“tants’ reports were completed.
. Cook said that could tdkc, fo:.n 1o
E sm weeks.
.. Several people spoke Uut in deOI
of rebuilding the pier to its original

- ofthclongcst ocean- flshmg plu sin
-the state. s

© 1,830 feet, a tength that made it one

L

" tity beach. Cleanup of debris that
“washed ashore -— mostly pier pil-
-ings and parts of The End Cafe —
_could tdke four wee}(s ofﬁcxals

said.’ .
" Farther south in Newport
Beach, there was no substantial
damage to city property.

. David Niederhaus, general ser-
vices dnccicn ‘for Newport Beach,

Please see CITIES/? _

. “It is unfair that the residents of
Huntington Beach lose our pier,”
Doug Langevin said.
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FROM 1

had no dollar estlmate for the
cleanup along his city’s beaches,
trut he saxd the cost would be “neg
ligible.”

- Many officials said the r(,cem

‘storm was a weakling compared. .
with the one in March 1983, which -

‘caused $70 rmlhon m damdgcs in
Orange County, = -~

“Compared with "83, this was
like a walfz,” said ded Joseph,
-asststant city manager for Seal
‘Beach. He estimated that city was
‘hit with 24,000 in damages from

Sunday’s storm. “This was noth-|
ing.” 1 was here in 783, and T

‘watched the pier wash away."
-+In some cases, cleanup and re-
pair costs might be paid in emer-

gency aid from Ihe state or fcdual

government

Ay (4 funny,” Joseph sazd T had |
lnch with an ‘insurance braker i
" Friday and he gave me a quote for ;

wave - wash ~ (destruction Trom
~ waves), but I didnt du anything
' about it

e

' ’l’hat money hlcely wrll come :
fmm a reserve fund, Frank said.
_.~1That will wipe out half of the city’s
‘mohey availablc 1o %pend on such
‘emergencies,
At its meeting iucsdc:y mght the

ed a proclamation declaring the

dedaration paves the way for the
aria to be declared a disaster by
th{ governor, which would make
reidents eligible for assistance,
Hwever, Frank wasn't eptimistic
abut receiving stdte or federal
alt

This storm was not the blggesl'
stem to hit Scuthern California,’

{, hesaid, ““We've been hurt a lot
wose than this.”

"his will be the third time in
eipt years that the Laguna Beach
bordwalk will have to be repaired
betause of storm damage, he said,

~The premium’ wculd bc dbeutj

- $76 000 -2 year, Joseph said. The

‘deductible would be $200,000.
- MIFwe were to sufler the damage

y

Huntington Beach dld we d wmh :

we had it,”" he said.
Iiuntmg,t(m ‘Beach canceled its

‘mqumncc after the - 1983 stmm'_

Cook said, bccausc the pxummms

" and deductibles were too high'’
“Had the pier Jasted four or five.
years, we'd be ahead of the ganie |

g '_by not having insurance,” he said.

The Seal Beach Pier lost only one |
-pllmg Another piling was ddm-'.

‘aged, and a few cross boards need’
-replacing, ‘Joseph estimated the'
fix-up cost at $10,000 to '$12,000.
I emergency aid doesn’t cone
through, Joseph said, the money to

pay for.the pier and an additional |

$12,000 or so to repair a flooded

- ‘asphalt parking lot near the beach
probably will come out of the city's
$1 million rainy-day fund, "7
Ldguna Beach chdn{ gcl off as
easily. - :

structure, which col caps‘ed m one
~100- foot stxctch :

“The big danmgc is to our Mam ;
Beach boardwalk,” City Manager |
Kenr Frank said. 'He estimated it ©
would cost $100,000 to repair the |

Laguna Beach City Council adopt- -

utv a local disaster area. Such a |




_.San Clemente, which had at least

~$50,000 in damages, actually cheat-
ed the storm. That city’s pier lost
15 to 20 pilings, but the city was -
‘going to replace them anyway,

said Michael Sorg, director of pub-

lic . services. It “had budgeted. -
- $40,000 | for, the rcplaccmeut he
_'-sald T -
San Clemente :{I.SO had budgetcd
~about $80,000 to restore its Marine

Safety headquarters from the de-

struction of . prior _storms. That
.- building took more abusc over th
; weckend i

- City workers S‘UH velcmkmgm
vcntozy of the damages Iuesddy, "
“but,-“We're hoping that all emer-
- gency work can be absorbed (by
“the regular budget),” Sorg said.
-+ County “officials -estimated
=$100,000 in damages to unincorpo-’
-Tated areas along the coast, includ-
ing pier damage, sea walls broken,

and parking meters and trees

down at Aliso Beach, erosion at Ca- - -
pistrano Beach clnd trees, down in L
'Dana Pomi ' B

ih:s report

“Scooping up sand along Pacific

“Coast Highway - in  Huntington
"Beach could cost as much as

$100,000, said Bill Reed, city public

- information officer. In some
* places, he said, the sand is 10 to 18
feet deep. :

‘The state Dupdrtmcnz of ’1‘1 ans-
portation is expected to reimburse

the city for that expense. And the
;state'is expected to pay an estimat- |

ed $45,000 for ifs poxtmn of th(, _

.. beach clcanup

“In ali, Huntington Bead1 had

"'about $4 15 milljon: in danmgef;
: Reed said. '

: In Ncwpmt B(,dch, Nzcdu haus

¥

“iisald, “The main expense will be
L _about 100 tons ofde,lms te come off
“the beach.”

The money for the extra work

W1ll come out of the ;Lg,ul.n bud-

get, he said.

Hegister staff writers Frank Micka-

delt and Steve Hawk comrlbuted to
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Sturm guided his four-wheel jecp
carefully - around mounds - of
wreckage, twisted chairs, -nail- |
guited boards and wood pilings
littering 'the storm-soaked sands
that buffer Coast nghway from
the mighty Pacific...

“An hour carlier, a 'series of

g1ganm: waves had swept The End -~

Cafe restaurant. and. a 250-foot

~portion of the"1,830-foot Hunt- -
“ington Beach Mumc1pa1 Plcr mlo,

Ln

hc pounding ocean surf
Now the ‘merciless  sea W’IS

“spilting the spoils’ of Mother

Nature back to land less than a
mile away as emergency officials -

‘Jooked on helplessly in the night,
=411 show you where a refriger-

alor came ashore,” said Sturm,
pointing his spo{hght atthe hcaps
of sphmcmd and brokcn p]hngs

“that hdd bcen klcked out fxom
-beneath the pier. o 00w

A small crowd was aircady
scouting out the scene; gazing
through the heavy fog wnh chs—
- believing eyes.

-lookers who saw The End Cafe
“topple and fall into the ocean at
.8:42p.m.onlJan. 17, :
A wave 1ook 1t down hc
ehphmcd It hit it from “the
bou{)m the enure rastauram shd

off, -

' “WL could fccl thc wb;auons

Max Bum of I“Iumangion

‘B{:ach was also standing on the

‘pier when the 1cslauzam fell 11110
. the sea. :

= The who'k. pler was shudde]—"

ing,” said Benis, adding thatas the

‘end ofthe piergave way it feltasif -
“an earthguake was rocking the =+

s

bcach S i A
Hmmngton BLach polscc 'md

“fire officials blocked off the end of
ithe pier,

while lifeguards and

additional officers kept _ihe

s ;'Cuuous off the beach.
Chuck Phillips of Costa Mcsa
-was one of several dozen on-

~Sturm said the scatlcwd' debus

could pose a hazard; especially
dangerous were the large nails and:

other sharp objects difficult to see.

> under the cover ofdcukness

- Fortunately, 'no onc was “in-
Jumd during the disaster, i
=Cafe ~owner John Gusmfson

-sald he feft his restaurant about 10

minutes “before “the ‘two-story

“building plunged into the violent
-swells. As he locked the door

behind him, he had no idea that
he was in eminent danger. .. - =

s was really lucky,” admitted
“Gustafson, a 20-year-resident of

Huntington Beach. *The business
had bccn shut down that morning

" (See HB Pier, Page AT );

Independunl Photo by Juaqu?n




{From Page Al) :
‘because of the wave action; it was

done as  a
- measure.”

On Tuesday, cny and state
Ccrews were already hard gt work
.cleaning up the debris ‘as the

prccauisonary

* . storm systen headed east. Gawk--

- ing crowds were able to walk on
- the pier up to the lifeguard tower

o get a view of 1hc damaged
- structure, :

s T will take anothe; one to W0
weeks to clean the city beach,”
“said David Kelly, . information
- specialist for the city, “Damage t0
the pier and restaurant Was estl-
/. mated at $4 10 $5 million,” ..

cmated “at  $100,000. - Cleanup
“crews are expected to have the

. roadway ‘completely cleared of

and and debris by today.

e The Sunday mght crisis is the
ldtcst blow to stnke 111(3 hsstm 1cal _

“landmark, .

Consuucnon of a 1300 foot

..:;_.woodcn picr bepan in 1903 and
- was completed the follpwing year.

In 1914, it was replaced by a
cconcrele structure and the first

Lo Kgun post duung World War 11 by
- the Navy.

However, most local rcmdents
don’t need a history lesson to
remember the storm ihat struck
in February 1983, knocking out

about 25 wood pilings when a

‘large wave hit the pier. The End
Cate was demolished several
months later because of extensive
damage only to be rcbuilt and
opencd again in 1985, -

On Tuesday, the cafe owner
szud he is ready to rebuild his

-1,000-square-foot restaurant, dc-.

spite losses of about $200,000.

3 ‘I m ready 10 go when the cnyr “have been - more . structurall

* sound if the elevation were highe
-above sealeveland outofreach o
the monster waves that deqtroycd
: ;'the catety and p1cr

> said Gustafson.
C;ustafson said he believes thc

7. 1983 storm was stronger 1han_,
' -Sunday stempest
S Pamage to the pomon of.' :
i Pacific Coast Highway that runs -
Cfrom Warner Avenue south to
S Golden West Street was  esti-

i

restaurant at the end of ihe pier

~was built in 1933,

The first time the end of the pier
and the restaurant were destroyed
~was’in 1939, marking the most

Jviolent storm to ever hil the

““structure until Sunday. The pier
- wasrchuilt and used as a machine

e

Y

CThe' 83 storm overall. was |

-bigger, but the affect of this one —

the swells that hit the spot -— were 1

more powerful. Tt was a b1g set !

th'lt did 1hc mmtal damage
Aﬁ(n

the ‘1983 ‘storm, mew

*p1lmgs were instatled by the Art |

Broman ConslructingCo. of Long |:
Beach as part of $1 miliion in
repairs. oy :

“It was an “act of God ”'sa1d ‘

'onman “When the swells come

in; they get underncath and hft off

: thc pilers and tear it up,

“Broman claimed the pier wculd
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Huntington Beach City ‘odglif

‘cil declared a local emergency
“pecause a storm that swept The

“End Cafe.and 250 feet of. the .7 YRES R
" The city will not be eligible for

~‘Huntington = Beach “Municipal
‘Pier oul to sea may have also
washed away a large chunk of the
- city’s budget.

- City officials estimated that
- damage 10 the uninsured histori-
~‘cal landmark in addition to tab

for beach cleanup could approach
“the $5 million mark, -+

By declaring a state of emerg-.

ency, the city may be eligible.fo;'

state and federal funds. Members

of the state Damage Assessment
~Team began their nspeclion

Wednesday.

state funding unless Gov. George

Deukmejian declares Huntington

Reach a disasterarea, according 10

- Nancy Hardaker, spokesman for
“the state Office of Emergency

Services. . - .

“The governor will 1lake the. '

report by the damage assessment

‘team into consideration. 1f the

governor docs declare the city a

disaster area, then he can rec-

ommend to the president to do

the same, so federal funding can-

- be - available,” - Hardaker . ex-

plained.

" But the city could not wait for

“the funds to filicr down to begin

“the clean up
night. =0 =0

“clock Tor two days building up the

e

process -Sunday

City crc,ws_workcd around the

- sand 10 protect concession stands
“and Pacific Coast Highway from

“another high tide that was ex-

o pected to flood the ;oast"f_llesclay _

“morning.

o {See _Disaster,_Pag'e- A _"5




(From Page Al)

“Butan unforseen luli in 1hc hlgh s

wmds gave city workers the break
they needed to begin cleaning up

pieces of the .pier and The End

Cafe that washed onto shore.”
Although Community Services
- Director Max Bowman expects to

open at least a small section of the -

pierinafew days, city officials are

—still trying to determine if the pier
. will be able 1o w;thstand anothcr
- storm.

Council unammously

ap-

'ploved a‘request by City Admin- -

Astrator Paul Cook toallocate up
- 10 $20,000 for a consulting team
“to assess the damagc and safcty of
. the pier.
L City Engineer Les Evans said
:the pier was inspected a few
“months ago and was found to be
stuciurally sound even though the

last few hundred feet welchcld up.

by wood pilings.

“tWe checked it and foundafcw
broken braces, which we r Lplaccd iR

We felt it was in- good ‘shape,™.
~Evans said.:

The sccnon ofthc plex that fcll',--

‘into the rough seas rested seven -
“feet lower in the water than the !

" intact portion, Evans explained.

““Ithink it went down because it
‘was on timber, pilings and ‘was

lcwel in the water,” Evans added.

~Local resident Doug Langevin
told council that the city should
‘have lzsicncd 10 the consultants
~thired in 1983, who'suggested that -
“'the end of the pier be brought up.’
‘1o the heighth of Ihe Concreie_i

“ipilings.

“The city chose not 1o raise thc-';f

level because all the money was -

:set aside for
funds.  Seal

‘redevelopment

‘any damage,”™ Langevin said.
Mayor John Erskine assured

' \lhe audience that council had not’
considered the possibility of re-
building the pier, yet. Cook said
“that he p:obably would not be

e rccommcndi_ng reconstruction,
2 fI've ceven cconsidered
shonemnglhc pier or leavmg it at

Fwe don’t tempt Mother Nature,”
= The pier has also been a focal
pomt for "downtown redevelop-

‘ment and many questions were’

“raised at Tuesday’s coungil meet-

- ing about the future of Pierside *

d to be built

ilage, which is slate

Beach ‘took | their -
“advice and thcy hardly suffered

-tourist
‘ground aquauum "with no wm—“j_j
“dows or fish,”
‘Langevin also told council that :

- if they decide to reconstruct the -
pier, they should take the advice
wof consuitdnts and of Moihcr :
“the length it is now, so it will be .
=safe in future storms. I10's better if 1«

somh ofihc pier.

*ifthe proposced under sea }evel
Pierside Village parking structure ..
~had been built last Sunday eve-

ning, we would havc had a néw:
“under-

alltactwn San

Langevin said,

N'mnc

ins
angevin added. | i

Cafe ‘building

in . September 1985,
.'compamcs shied away; from re-|
‘pewing a policy . bccausc of the

S creextensive damage a sie :rm could
“The storm was saylng, ‘don t ] '
t__bu:ld on my beach.’ _
“planning on the part of the city not
o listen 10 Mother Nature, If
“rebuild it, we should i

It’s ‘poor”

“Cook cxp]amedIhat'n'eithe'rlhc: -
:pieror The End

uch 1hc uty owns wcrc lDSLlICd

N bccausc of cost.

MWe did have a polllc Iy on tl]f..

‘pier at one time. But after thc¢

storm dn 1983 hit, no gtnsuxancc :

~company ‘wanted 1o insure us|. |

without nemcndous DI( miums,”

: .--(,ook said.

“Although the b;er wa:s ﬁmshcd

nduce, Cook explamccl S
“According to Bownmn Pacxf'c

+ Coast Highway between ‘Warner
2 Avcnue and Golden West Street

libe closed at leastur 111] theend
f the “week fand Jthe pier s
xpcctcci 10 "be reopenmied within
e next few days

msuxancc B
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. Independent Pholo by Juaquine Meithews

Crowds gather on the south side of pier above beach area to. - storm. The group gawks from the parking lot as'sea level
make own assessment of damage caused by disasterous which inciuded the lifeguard station, are under water. :

4




Ana Venegasfrhe F!eglsu

John Gustafson stands at the head of the pier frbm which his The End

Cafe twice has been claimed by the angry ocean storms ,

The End Cafe might rise again
fgonl”é sea tha‘t g)Cla.lmed it twice

g he Ceaﬂl\keep‘? trying to } “There had been only‘mmor :
: Eﬁ put’an end to The End | dapiage up to that point,” he

-t  Cafe, but John Gustafson | ' said. “If I'd been there 10 min-
says he's ready to make vet an- “utes longer, I' d havo bcen shark
other beginning. '

bait.”
- 1t didn’t take the S8-year-old ‘Gustafson grew up in Denver,
restaurant owner long to decide
—-— even after losing his cafe at
_the tip of the Huntington Beach
- pier for the second time in five
years -~ that he was looking for- |

‘ward to rebuildin his r17ed . and wanted to live there,” he
eatery Busp . said. He moved to Huntington

“You have to look at it as ‘an l ‘ ‘Beach 20 years ago, commuting
oppor {unltY, he said. “WE ve IE to his Job as general DrOdUCtiOﬂ
“lost it twice now. Maybe the’ : mfinager for Johnson's Yogurt
third time's the charm.” in Glendale. He already was a
The first time, in March 1983, ! regular at The End Cafe Wh{i’g
~ a major storm battered the cafe | he asked the owner 1f he cou
“and left it hanging precariously
from the end of the pier. After
the city repaired both the pier’
and the cafe, Gustafson re-
opened itin Sep{ember 1985,
On Sunday, the pounding
waves sent the ill-fated restau-
_rant out to sea — and, but for
lgcky timing, almost took Gus— :
tafson with it.
- Even though the restaurant
“was closed that day because of
the heavy surf, Gustafson had
‘returned to do some cleaning
rand to turn on the burglar - -
- alarm. As he walked off toward‘
‘the shore, the cafe coilapsed
mto the sea

‘when he was 9 vears old con- -
vinced him that was where he
wanted to end up. :

‘but a trip to Huntington Beach . _

i
H

|

A

]

“] was amazed by the ocean .

buy the two-story restaurant in
1977. .

His wife of 37 years, Alice,
runs the Breakfast at the Park
restaurant at Central Park. =

~“But I don't get involved in héx :

business. The beach is my
place,’ he said. "'If the sand
-gets out from between my toes: I

_get uncomfortable.”

Rebuilding the pier and the. :

- cafe will be up to the city of
-Huntington Beach, which spent

-about $2 million for the post-1983

w..reconstruction, Neither the city -
~nor Gustafson, who lost about
'$200,000, had insurance.

City officials, faced with a $4

. million to $5 m:llmn bill to re- -

build the pier and the cafe, are -
rulling the possibility of short- -

-ening the pier by about 500 feet

to lessen the chance of future :
storm damage. -
Gustafson said he wouldn t
“mind. He will just bide his time
“until he can reopen — whenevet
that will be. o
-*'Once they figure all that out,
and we get the restaurant de-
signed, and everybody does
what they do, we should have a
new cafe,” he said, “*All ] can

dois take care of my end of it.”" "

~In the meantime, Gustafson’

will continue to run Maxie's Piz- - .- -

. za at the other end of the pier.

He started the restaurant as a

“stopgap after the 1983 storm, ' - ¢
and it will play that role again ~ ...
“until a new End Cafe rises. '

" Gustafson will miss the morn-

-ing routine he has followed since BN
..reopening the cafe in 1985, tak- '
~ing steaming racks of fresh-

baked bread and cinnamon rolls_

. from Maxiéls and walking the -

. third of a mile down the p1er to e
- the cafe.

“I don't like to spend a lot of
time on being dlscouraged ” he
said.

“We'll just learn frOm what
we dzd last txme and do ;t bet- -
ter.”

— John Westcoﬁfi“he F{eglster. ER
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