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“Husiness will probably ane
crease, but not substantialiy. It
doesn't seem like the crowds
come up ofl the beach any-
more,” Varon said.

Lisa Deflano has owned Dawp
[ays, a beach clothing stere on
Main Street, for o vear,

Dellanoe’s business is in a con-
verfed stairwell, 1Us so small, she
spends  hor alternoons  sitling
outside getling a tan, giving cus-
tomers room to ook around,

Lamenting on the closing of
the pier, she said simply, 1
kifted us.”

She added that the misconcep-
tion of downtown being closed
has been a further detriment.

Michaci Channani, owner of
four beaelr clothing shops on
acilic  Coast  Flighway  near
Main Street, still bristles when
talking shout how no pier and
redevelopuient has affected his
husinesses.

“Because ef (he pier and re-
development, we're 40 percent
off what we usually do this tinr
of year, No one wanls 10 come
downlown and walk in the dirt,

I have cnough business (o
keep me going, but that docsa’t
keep me satislied.

"1 the pier was open, on a
sunny day like this, you would
e 200 custonwers in here”
‘Channant said as he galneed a1
the «dour  customers  browsing
lhlmuh his shop,
is building lil.u e
That will bring people in.

Seme mvuln:m refuse 1o lot
the situabion get them down,

Lasvy Lawrenee, owner of The
Bread Crumb restaurant, saw s
business drop off by 45 pereent
onee the picr closed,

Down bul not out, Lawrenee
remodeled  his Main Suoect
ratery, which he has owned since
T9BG, and said his business is
CM\{HL‘HLIH}; A resurgeice.

“We started serving breakiast
two weeks ago and business has
doubled. T think the new ook
has  made people  a  litde
curivis,’

Sl wntil downiown O ore-
developrient lsmmph‘u' and the
;m; iorebuthl, Lawrence knows
it will be ditficull 1o reach s
former level of sueccess,

“Local people are roally sup-
porting evervane downiows, Pl
be domg all T can fo hang on, |
krmw we'll make BL?

Trongh aft of the u;)hv.i\*d}
establishod  restaurants in the
arca seem o be faring the best

Jan's Healtihh Bar, ocaied in
back of (.'u'mg;c‘r; Surl- Cepter in
the frst block ol Main Street,
has stayved as busy as ever with

SUMMER DOLDRUMS -~ Hayward Suriboard
employees Thm Fisher, Lance Varon and Pat
Lien stand around in front of the store walllng

plenty of regubar customers Lo
rely on,

The same can be said of The
Supar Shack, a small, inimate
restaurant on the sccond block of
the street.

Owned by Michelle Turer,
the catery has enjoyed a steady
stream of repulars,

“My customers are very toyal
and say they' Gind me no ey
where  |oam,”  said  Turner
cheerfully.

The most  disruplive  re-
development  project  (or the
merchants has heen the Main
Parking/Retail Project on he
sireet’s second block,

The project will include a §34-
space  parking  structure  and
3,200 square Jeet of retail space,

Work on the project. 1o be
buill by the Ray \\’1 ison Com-
pany of Pasadena. is expected o
be completed by Septembes
1990, according, 1o Eric Nicoll,

far customers.
entire morning Just hangling out, conlrary to the
way business was belore the pler was closed.
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Sometimes, they spend the

redevelopment speciafist,

Nicoll said the city has made
a pood (aith elfort 10 let the
public know that downiown is
still open through  wewspaper
advertisements. He said the bad
economic times merchants are
experiencing are only twmporary,

“Hopefully, down  the rosd
things will get beuer, Sales may
be dipping now, but a year from
now, we'll have all these new
ings and a new Main Streel”
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