


FISH: Pieces of Huntington pier may be added
to artificial reef off Bolsa Chica State Beach
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look into the prOJect.”

Done properly, the reef could
make everyone happy — fish, an-
glers, environmentalists, the city
and Fish and Game, McKee said.

“Fish love a reef. They are at-
{racted to things in the ocean the
way cats are attracted to a sweat-
" er,” she said, A reef gives them a
place to hide in, an opportunity to
. reproduce before they end up on
- 'somebody’s dinner plate.”

- The idea is definitely feasible,
said James Crumpley of Moffatt &
- Nichol Engineers, Long Beach.

Crumpley manages the pier proj-

ect for Huntington Beach. He said,
~however, that he is not sure the

‘reef plan would save the city mon-

ey.

““The contractor would be re-
quired to cut up the concrete into
certain-size pieces, cut the rein-
forcing steel away for safety and
take it out to the fishing reef. I
don't know yet how much that will
all cost,” he said. It may be more
expensive than hauling it fo a land-
filL”

Crumpley’s report on the specif-
ics of the entire pier project will be
ready for the city within two
weeks. During that time, he and
McKee will work out the reef proj-
ect's costs and benefits.

““This will all have to be dis-
-~ cussed In detail,” McKee said. *'I
will only accept material suitable
for kelp and barnacle growth,
things that are going to help pro-
duce fish. The pieces will have to
be cutinto the right sizes, the (steel
bars) trimmed to protect divers
looking for the lobsters that like to
hang out in the reefs.”

The rubble would be dumped in
three to 10 piles at a depth of about

70 feet, she said.

Spo:t fishing fans would wel-
come a new reef, since sand is
burying the existing one.

“A reef like that would be ex-

tremely valuable to us,” said Joe
Bairian of Bongo's Sportfishing
Charters, Newport Be_ach_. “The
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area where the reef is now is sandy
bottom, and fish ... need a struc-~
ture. An artificial reef is perfect
for them. ;

“In two to three years, the reef
will hold a lot more sport fish
around there, and I can’t see any-.
thing negative about that.”



