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1t doesn’t look like 2 house worth flgzﬂ'm :

about, It is plain, rather run-down and of

- — huilt in Huntington Beach a few years o
. afted the turn of the century. Even with its

peathfront itﬁeauon zt rents for oz‘z!y $300 a
morith.

But 69-year-old Tim Talbert says th .

house is his old family homestead, and if th
city hadn’t foreed him to sell back in- 1971,

he'd still be Hving there. He wants the city :

to let him buy back the house and land.
Forced him to-sell? He zsked us to buy it,

" say the people at city hall. He only wants
the land back now because it is worth se_

much more, they say..

Uit'is the narme Talbérz that *nakes this

more than the usual condemnation squab-

1 ble. In the city library, which is located on

Talbert Avenue and has a room called the
Talpert Rocm, almost every Lock on loval

stor:y cenmns references to Thomas

..Ben;;amm Talbezt

#The farmer- sub&mﬂer feal estate agent
- Was one of the ¢ity's earliest promoters. He

; later sdeved 174 ears on the Orange
i County Board of Supervisors, :ncludzng
. eight terms as chairman, and was the ¢ity's

“mayor for a while. Fountain Valley was -
>. built -around the village of Talbert. Until =
- Gen: Douglas MacArthir became a national -
hero, his boulevard coming out of Newport

Beach was named Talbert:

" Talbert bought the then-new house down

by the beach in 1917 and lived there until

-hig death in 1868. His son, Thomas Van Tal-
" bert (but better known as Tim), inherited

the property, the only home he knew, he
satd. _

The-eity, envisioning a parking lot along
the inland side of the cosst highway, filed

condemnation suits in 1570 against the Tal-

© bert land and-others near the pier. The suits
" languished on the books for two years, how-

aver, whﬂe the cxty tried to desl with in-
tense vpposition 1o the paz‘kmg pian. The
swits were finaily withdrawn in 1972 after
the parking plan was abandoned. -

In 1871, however, Talbert had sold his
five lots, about 2 third. of‘an- acre at the

csoutheast corner of Sth Street and Pagific
" Coast Highway, 1o the eity for $144,500.

He did it reluctanily, he said, because his
father,-one of the city's early, highly suc-
cessful real estate salesman, had drummed

. into hishead, “Never zell oceanfront!”

But Talbert zaid the threat of condemna-

tion had driven off his twe business {enants

— Texaco, which operated a service station
at the cornar, and Crevhound, which usged
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the sile as a bus depol, Their rent had amounted o
about $700 a month, Talbert said. When they lefl, he

fost the inceme, and preperiy taxes were mouniing at

$360 a month, he said. .
The eondemnation also seared away buyers,

said. ] wound up with cnly one huyer, the city.”

Palbert said Lhal after he sold his house and land, he
moved into a moehile home in Westminster, Be liveding
few other places, finally marrying his third wife, Bdie,
and moving into her house in Huntington Beach,

Al that tme, he said, he yearned for his Huntingion
Beach heuse and fand. [Lgzas hoge 1o him and shouid be
apaint of historical interés 1o 4 ¥ city, he said,

His father had come 1o Oronge County as a boy,
accompanying Tim's grandfather, James T, Talbert, a
Long Beach diir y;nan. s Lhe wz;{i of Gospel Swamp
oulside Santa Ana;” : :

Subdivided !n!memﬁ

James Taibert bought 33221,4 acreg of land w:th the
idea of drainipg, farming and subdividing it into smaller
farms for sale, He sel up.a-general slore near present-
day Talborl Avenue and ﬁusharcj Sireet and called the
spoL- Talbert.

Torm helpuﬁ out put, by Jds own account, decided the
fiure lay in real estate, g‘mr seling his interest in the
tanid, he locked for a place (o begin deall ing in rezl estate
and setiled on Hunlinglon, w};@ach

- The town had been created by real estate promoters,
who named it Pacific Cify, }aﬁzpmg to make it the west-
ern counterpart of Atlantie City, N.J. Henry E. Funi-
ingten, owner of the Pacific Eleetric Rall Road, beeame
interested and began running his Bed Cars there, The
city's real estate and tourigt business began {o boom,”
and a grateful lown renamed itself after its bencfactor,

Talbert moved 1o Huntington Beach in 18504 and set
up his househoid ob the second story of a barn. He made
hig living g owing and seiing vegemi} s "wmie he huill
hisveal estate husiness, e

He was, it appears, the aruhet} plcai Chamber of
Commerce, Rotary Club, Republican, eily. boogter, If -
there was somethm worth'promoting for the town's
egonany, alberl swmad 1o ?}ave & lzané nit,

Taibert

N T ——

"He was mixed up in aboul every(hing,” said Delbert
(Bud} Higghis, the town’s unofficia] historian. e
helped premote 8 new pier, 5 cannery, an oilcloth and
iinoleum factory, ofl leases, “le made money, but he
was never a vich man,” Higgins said,

Talbert married, fathered his son, Tim, and made
enough money 1o meve to the beach house he warned
hig son never Lo seil,

sz)l}, after 11 years of informal &pm‘a‘whw to ye.
gain the property, Talberl made a formal reguest last
Sept. 7.

Hiz atlorney wrote to the City Council asking for the
velurn of the property, “He would prefer (o live in hiz
farily home for his remaining few years,” the letter
states. The City Council referred the request 1o the eity
atiorney’s office for report,

The reaction in Lthe ¢ily altorney’s office, however,
nas been less than sympathetic,

Plense see TALBERT, Page ¢
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Wijlliam Amsbury, the assistant eity attorney, h&;)eé
rcpq&sent the city during the turmoil of the 1¥{0s ;}&1”%{*’» :
ing Ipt controversy. He scoffs at Talbert's claims.

That area is now run-down and rowdy, Armsbury
aaid: “He doesn’t want {o spez}d his dying days listening
to the besch bums vomiting in the alley behind mn’z He
wani& to get on the gravy train,” he satd.

%’%agzszci of Redevelopment

The “gzavy train,” in Amsbury’s view, is the prospect ‘
of gezzu;ne downtown redeveiepmem semething oty

(’:Qunfzzls have been toying with since the 1960s. Last

Monday, the City Council adopted an ordingnce that
introduces a new sort of redevelopment plan that casts
e}asnmg landowners in a much stronger role than usual,
The ;pdevelopment area is the same that has con-
cerned the city all along —. the blocks that face Pacifie
Cofst Highway neur the pier, from Lake Street on the *
south 1o 6th Street on the north. ’ "

But, uniike traditional aedevelopment in which the .

government buys the land and sells it to duveloperfs

willing to.follow the government plan, the cily's new .5

pian.calls for retaining the present ownership where ;
poss:bié» ;

. According to Tom 'I‘mcher the cuy s direetor of bues- ?
negs and industrial enterprise, nozedevciapmem action
c,an be taken without {1} 60% of the redeveiopmem .

aréa landowners approving and (2} owners of 60% of
the redevelepment land approving.,

The arrangemezzt gives present owners velo pewer 3

aver any cily plans, Tineher said. The ciLly's role will be
io provide the benefits of redevelopment financing —
revenue b{més, certain tax exemplions, certain special
Lax revenues. .

Fm Entitled to I’

" Talbert conceded that he has eves for £§ze opporiunity

his ald land would offer him. One real estate office in :
Huntington Beach guessed that the land, even va{'azzt 5
would be worth about $600,000,

“But I figure I'm ontitled 1o it If they hadn™t eon -

deriined my Jand for 4 parking lot they never built, I*d
have that land today and be living there today,” he said.

Amsbury, however, said that Talbert “simply wanwd
ths: éﬁﬁi}ﬁ}'" when he seld his land, The ssres‘sure to sell
w&s caming not from the ¢ity but from a jong list of liens -+
onithe property, liens Talbert said came from his faw
ther's estate, from Laxcs and fmm some ‘of his own
debis.

‘I was keeping up w:th it'all unul 1lost my tenants,”
Talbert said, "and they left because of the candemna~
tioh-puit”

“It could never be maintained that the city's action’s

calised him to market his praperty,” sajd City Atty. Gail

Hutton, “It was a witling selter and & willing buyer.”
That is the sort phrasing you read in lawsuits, and

Talbert's attorney, A, Bouveron, said it eculd lead to

ra

that He behwes Talbert might recover his land undera
‘state law that eays condemned land hag to be used for s
intended purpose within seven years, "The city would
- prabably. claim, however, that the pending redevelop-

©oment pl&n pives them another seven years," Bouvéron
Cosaid, .

He saéﬁ, hi}iﬁ?ever, that the City Council should &eei{ié

the m&t{es‘ 5;} what is proper, not seeessarﬂy what is

ggal”
"Mz ’f‘a)hert = gr&perty si}ouiﬁ have been returned Lo
. him" when §t became apparent the parking lots would
“not be buiit; he said. If the city holds the land and the
redevelopment project succeeds, “the oity will profit
from improperty pushing him out,” he 2aid,
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