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hisréric tin buildings
across from City Hall have re-

. ceived a stay of demolition.

The Bowen buildings stand on
a parcel of land that is master
planned by Pacific Coast Homes
to become a residential com-
munity.

Huntington Beach.

“I'm disappointed that the
Redevelopment Agency didn't
step in and take a leadership role
in preserving historic buildings.

They really dropped the ball.

“I don’t see why something
couldn’t have been done to save -

these buildings.” .
Mountford cited Santa Ana’s

The Planning Commission was
asked Tuesday night to approve
development on the property that
would destroy the buildings.

The developer requesied de-

_'struction with a ‘“‘statement of

overriding consideration.”

That means agreeing to the
project with full knowledge that
the buildings -on the site are of

the proposed project benefits the !
cify;:no?e than the tin buildings.
Planning commissioners were
not willing 10 make that de-,
ination. 3_
t\‘:r(l;%mmiss;ioner Ed Mountford |
said he does not understand why |
the city does not have a plan to |
_save the historic structures feft in \
! _ .

policy to preserve any buildings
of historic significance as one

Huntington Beach should adopt.

“We're missing a golden op-
portunity to preserve our his-
tory.”

In an effort to develop such a
policy, the commission voted 5-1
to continue the decision on the
Bowen buildings for 30 days.

i
|
During that time, planners will
meet with City Council acting as
the Redevelopment Agency to-
decide is saving historic struc-
tures should be a priority.
Commissioner Roger Slates
went home ill early in the evening
and did not vote.

The dissenting vote was cast by
(See Quandry, Page A3)
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SOy ehligation i land wse, itis
solour job to e historiaos, 7 hese
are just okl G budldings sl ol
Gn buildings go sway, like old
RN jlc #0 avay and oow ones e
binn Williins said,

The thive Lo buillings on the
sontheast corper of Yorks o\m
and Lake, ware built s 1921 by
San: R, Bowen oml oased ay
manufactwing plasis for ol well
tonls.

Instead of driffing for nil during
the hoom ol she early 1920,
Bowen sought bis forlane in
businesses ihat servicsd the in-
dusiry, according to Iusbam
Mikovich, char of the cily's
Hislaric Rosouees Hoard,

Bowen became g prominent
figure is Mung uxguu Heach and
served as maynrin 1428,

Members of the Huntingson
Beach  Historienl Sociely  sug-
gested to conncl that the baild-
s could be renovated (or hous-
g SROPS OF A mustun,

A sl set of Duildings in
irvine were resovated 10 house
thred restaursads, & winery and a
aptel, nceording to Mitkovieh.

A resd esiaie broker ationding

the meeting said e had a client
wihys wanted fo buy the propeny.

e wanis lo boy e propesty
and thew ask [or o zane change 1
use for somelhing cise, like the
levine preject,” said Rogor [
Niez, marketing associaie with
ALP Commieresal Drekernpe,

The Hustingion Deach Co,
owned the property since 1969,
before (ranslering it o Pacific
Const Homes for development,
Both companies are owned by
Cheveron il

The developer approached the
vity agl Ll for peentsts Lo baild 86

houses on the lot The parce! is

part of the city's redevelonment
ared,

City officials were convineed
thal 10 G buildings had histori-

cat sigaificance and so sectioned
them awey fFow the rest of the

proposal, making them  sland
alone s a4 scpamte redevelap-
ment project, according o Com-

munity Services Dircclor Mike

Adums.

“We did thal o peoteet the
buildings by making e dde-
veloper starl &) ever again wilh o
whole sew project,” Adams said.

Mot CYRTYONE TS with the
medives in sphittiog PacHic Coast.
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BOWEN BUILDINGS - Hislorie bulldings at Lake and Yerkiown have received a tomporary regrisve trom the wrecileg hadf,

Home's plan inte 80-ani and &
uhil projects,

Crities said the action vishaed
1 CaBforsin Esvirgnmontal
CQuality Act, which stawes thal
projects must be considered by
thetr cursmuintive offpots.

“Whal they did Bere was spiit
the stx off from the 50 Now

smzéng three  buildingy  when
FOuTe ,cmkz% itk redueing BG o
0 i om oa harddyip 4 the
developer.

“Bul refusing a c%cvde;)ﬂs six
Bouses (0 save three 1in buildiigs
cra be g hardship”™ sasid Iai
Delvas, hivtoric preservationist
alterney and trustee for the Cali-

farnia Praservation Foopdation,

Drebvie sald he does noj beliove
lec cily sotended 1o vinlate sinde

of, buf theiy actions have put e
lmagglmgs t peril.

Wihile [ivac is ovaluating (he
city™s action ander the mandae,
dnd the vity i cvafualisg a
possible mreservation policy; the

doveloper s fefl in limbin,

*This portion of the profect has

alvedy hwn delayed sz months,

Fdon's know how much lonpee we
can gonlinue bolding 1he pre-

el said 34 Holmas, ]710}&?1
manager  for  Pacifie Cogst
Homes,

-



