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~lH;~~!,.i.\BRICKLEY :.; '. ,'. /.!' ~ :conclete r~p.:' l opes ~boui'five f:~et'dowllIro~ the rest~?-:'\·: .. ". . 
. '. . . Feslde 'poople, who are rescued frOIll drovming off the pier, 'police and 

She's not too bad lookin' for 65 years old."\. " ~' .. '. 'other citizens:have found stolen jewelry and a mili tary ·hfle tossed into 
Of c(,urse, a facelift helped a little, but that ~as s~me time ago. , , the \\ate rs. frp~ thepi.~;, ?s aD outlet lor bUrglars; . " .·IF :.:j.':'5/ 

' . ". . •. , .. ""' Fo,' instance ' in 1962 Red Tide a I kto to '1 hal te' d 
o. Tabbed on~ of the smartes t'deci~ions the founding fathers of the City .· • .' . " , p an n, mp?ra .. y . 8n 

of HUDtington Beach made, the Huntington Beach pier remains the .~ at~enpt by pohce t o locate about $3,500 worth of stolen Jewelry ~ .jJ~ rgla r 
. f t" h N t · '1 d " h" 'd h .. . t .... saId Ie had thrown Into the sea " • . . "W 

" r.p~e ~pot o ac l1tlty ,ere. , 0 ony oes s e,· p:o~ et e"c.1ty.~mo.s .:~\_.,\ .. I'll : '. . . ". 't '. '~ ,' ;:' •• ?~ 
:~ .-.s1,~le landmark, an(recreatlO~a1 outlet; ~ut ~\l,e g!Ves.the . beac~ .s~b~;.. ~ ,; .; Ih,s surfboard ~apJtal of th~ Wester.n United States has bad many a 
. iI:\,. ." "., ." '.~" .. ' '". '' .'.- . ' ' ....... , . , ,.,_ . ,,...lamel person walk Jts pier, such as tbe great Duke Kahanamoku who 
, . ~'... \nd th t' th··· .. th"tl ,.. . ." . ';""'t"h:';"k' " bo" t . : ·d' .. ·· . 'to .;: ... . died levera!' years 'ago, and has his bust adorn the foo t'cHhe pier1T' .' , ""'." .... '., .•. 
J .. -. i a 5 some 109 a 'no one ever In sa u , accor 109 0. .. ',' ,.,,"4 .. • -.,1. .' _ .:" .. . 'J";"'.' 

Harbors and Baaches Director Vincent Mo<irhou~e: ';J;':~ ' :., .... .... .... . ' .. '-' -.~ 1958,5,7116,361 persons ~ere counted on its beaches .- 1l1ore than 
. . ', ' . --.,. ..., :-..... - ' .! "l" " .• --,,"" ""'a mllIon more thall In past years. Tbe total populatIOn of Orange County 

, .. . ~ . "People don t understand . where. beaclie~ . come from;~ Moqr~«\,se .. ,.was tlen 652,608:: . • ., . ... ',' . . . .. :. 
says. . . . . :' ,' .... ,.~>", .. ",,:, " .;-' : .. , . '. c . :c,'''': . h 1948 att.endance was noted at 2 516200 " ," ./' .. >.,',. I) *,-

. • ~.'. '~~}. I • ' .' .• !.~''''.''I''>1-~!~;;' _ .• ...;'' - 'P-t~ ,·i!':-i'·~.4\"'~ l":I,iuf." ' I ,I I ' . 0' 

J " . '·A' .. ·h .. '-. "f, " t t- -, . . t'h ,···· .. ·", ·, .. ·t .. ·= .' f' dC'ft" .• f.'. d " .,,, .1 .• nd now there s only enough usable sand for less than one percent or ' .. ,'. p enomenon o . na ure les 10 e· exp ana Ion 0 <I Ing san S tbe ' ulati 10 . M h ' . b ' . kl .. h' • 
. : from mountain stream deposits to·the beacb and the pier weU she slows .. ~.: ~p Oll rears ago, says·. o?r olJSe, ·~t .a tWIU .. e ~ JS. e~e . . 
'. the sand current and stabilizes the beach, he 'says, '." .; :-; '·"-"-+'i,:.~'t'i~ u,ture'plans Jor development on·the pIer Include. the constructlOn 01 

.. . "'"'' -;". '>' ~ ..• "" , _ ,.~"'~~, " ,~ ; .• c,o''''''f', .. a. cawalk made of wood aroundth~, end of tbe pl~r for fishmg use, 
; .. C;," As the land develops, more t.han 10,000.J1ersons per' day are counted."".,alth(Jgh Moorhouse says the waters run't·what-she·used,to be.'- '. " 
' . ,valking' on the pier during any peak bot dog, MoorhouSe proudly points ' .. ~ .... . . . Vhen til lire was. opal eye· perch and ·ptbel· goo~ .c.atch, Il.Qw .. there's a 

. f • - ... 4 . ...... . ~ .. - ... ~ ·u ............ .!.o""rl . \ .,... ,--" '-4"- vI'rtui .Jesert' "be"ause you're f th ' Id th . Ol~j, . ' .. ', .' -.";.,, . ~..: .... ,' ..... -"....; ....... ~~- >l .... .,~ ' ) i".~ l~ 'tt-'+'''"':~~ ''; ,:, ... <'J. ·'~:;)::r~. ,;.;0 , . ... ~.. 0 e .w ')T .,' t 
, " • ' ; I. _> ! ,~. - . r .... j "~ f ~ ........ ~ ........ . ,..,- :"..1 .... " I ..... •· ...... ""-,·t ".14II~I( __ .• ocea: IS t he womb .of lIfe on thiS U " lDeL • 

. The pIer IS probably the only chunJi.l~ftJrom the:,uld.J'owll .. !mage; " .. poll.te· it. 'Therc's beeD 11/ , million . 
FhlCh the downtown area has lost Over the .yeats. ~"";;. ;:j .. !y .'- 1' .. 1;W··~" ;."". it in eec,;t years," imd fishing just tbe s1':ll'e;.f..jH~.J~:~:i:i",t 

"T he pi~r i~ kin'da"like ou; Eifrei TQ';~~"''':;;:&~;i~g po int; 'a:'Mc~s ".,~')uUbe ,p ier, in general,. remains the same. " 
' c~ t~e ~~~ Hfe yse~.,to ,be,:' says ~OQrhouJie. ~:~::~~~'!:~::~~~~~' ~~U~'I"-~~:"'~ ( ' roII '" ! , .. ' ·t;,~r. ,'~w .~ . 

She sure hilsn'nhanged mucb, but'there 'are plans -'.,big plans tbat. 
Moorhouse bas been~ dreaming about for .'many, many mopns ~Vo 
",,~o'late the few restaurant.q and upgrade the aura of tqe:pier, and draw 

. mo.:-e folks and more money into downtown • .'(.~~ .. _So ~,. •• :r." .:: . .~ .. i .. , ~ . ....... . '. . ... ,~~ ~; .. { .. ,. -.' :~A.i :-:: _.-; .. 
An "experience of nature at its worst or beSt" is ODe commodity 

pier offeri those, who, in this 'modern soci.ety of competi~on,?e.e·~ .tiriie 19 , 
, r~tax; ,'. , ;' . . _ . _._.- _-~;;.."~~ .-.... 1'0 . .. .... ':- ~t r~1~~; '''~::!- . -:'i\;{ 

'. " Here. one can seek the refreshment of feeling really good, fresb air, ·f 

"even if it's stormy," Moorhouse smiles. :'We can get away from all the -<" 
presaures we live with, and kinda recharge our batteries at the ·pier." ; wi 

. · '.tI •. -'.. ....~. ;-, .• ....,.... f'.';'" /#If<K. 

In painting a complete picture, Moorhouse brings mto view the nino :'~" 
miles of ocean frontage protected for public use by his maintenance ,staff ' .. :. ' 
of eigbt llow;and about 45 in tbe summertime: . :,!; J~: .. :. . "1.',' .. ,., " .,t·, . ~- . ..... ...., 4' .... ~ . ....Ii, , 

And the beaches are used. to· a'heavy degree ""'::more aDd' lUore avid ., 
!Jcach{lO<l rs flock to Hun tington from afar - .~ven tbough water quality ,.,. 
!lHS det.eriorated and the beach is slowly sinkiDg . .. ,,"'.., ,:...... •. ·:.lL · ,., 

Sinking? WeU; Moorhouse says the rumors of ·the subsidence are 
"fad , i.t geological t erms. Tlre,seaward side of. the San Andreas fawt is 
moving Dorth ... and some sandstone reefs that I used to~ be able to stand . 
e ll atthe Hun tington Beach bluffs are lower,. and now under water." ..... , . 

A "key" to providing cost·effective services to users on he beach is .. . 
the good 01' pier - and Moorhouse should know. He began his Harbors 
,,..d Beaches CUl ee,' as a lifeguard in 1949. , . • ~ . 

" If i had to build ittoday, the pier would cost $3 million," he says. 
, Built in 1914, she cost the city $100,000. Since then, $460,000 has 
been s!",ot to reinforce her structure - including a complete new "rear 
e!ld" in 1940, whicb was destroyed in 1939 by the "great wind" Chubasco 
t:lPhoon from Mexico, which usually turns seaward. . , . 

. Grand s ... eUs from the Chubasco from tbe south. at a 90·degree angle 
11:J t.he Southern California coast, caused 208 feet of Huntington Beach to 
h lost wi thin eigbt hOtml, according to the records. . . 

Only two feet of. the pilings which once stretcbed 28 feet- into tbe ,' 
f,md at th .. end of the pie, wasleft after' the wretched storm. Sand 'was .. .. 
(,roJ ed past the 'pilingg, and tbe ·end of'th. "pier just. "floated off;::" ; 
;,ioorhouse MY'!. Cost of rebuilding abollt 400 feet of the ·pier . was .t.,'j:' 
;i'!25.000, he adds. And that·s why, when ·you walk ~to the end, the. .. , ', . 


