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11th Hour Plea™™"
Fails To Save
Historic
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By Maresa' Archer stay of demolition for the his-

toric tin buildings across from

A personal plea from Bowen - oy

f'amil[; membeL:s failed 10 get a %w ; Huntington = Beach ~ Civic
enter.

B i The Planning Commission
X ' voled 6-1 Tuesday night to allow .
; Pacific Coast Homes to raze the
original home of the S.R. Bowen
Co. to build six houses. g
i Geri Oriega cast the dissenting
| vote, claiming that the projecl
violated the California En-
vironmenta! Quality A% by il
legally splitting the pro). 3t from
2 larger one adjacent to the Uin
Sbuildings.
~ The controversy over the Lake
Street buildings started last fall
when Pacific Coast Homes. a
subsidiary of the Huntington
- Beach Co., requested a demo-
lition permit to destroy the tin
structures in order to build 86
houses on the property across
from the Civic Center bordcred
i by Lake Street and Yorktown
| Avenue. _ }
S | At that time, the city’s plan-
|
'

ning department decided the tin

buildings may have some his-

! toric value and so divided the
' :,project into two separate entities,

““thus allowing for an en- '|
“vironmental impact report to be

“done on both projects. One plan |

(See Bowen, Page A4) |
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Zowen...

{From Page A}

was Tor 87 houses, anoiber [ar o
six-unitl project that inchuded de-
sirucion c)lJ the tin structnres,

Rut by dividing the project,
appeared 1o some that the plan-
ming departtuent was trving o
chvimeent the inlent of CLOA
by making the project an abl or
nuiling choice,

'y the difference belween
ailowing 80 homes or 86 By
Toesking at the whole project and
denying the developoer six homes
Wy suve three bistoric buildings,
that’s not a hardship,

“Hut lookiog at a smaller pro-
jeet that has ondy s5ix homes and
e cholee is the developer gods

. six honwes or nothing, thats 2
hardship smd shat's what was
done,” said comaunily activist
>oug Langovin

“Tha was dene 1o ensure the
Buildings woukl be iy evalu
atedl. We dikd not split the pro.
jeel, we fotlowed CEQA exactly,
1 there were guestions sbout the
project, they should bave been
raised when e tragt asaps were
filed Tast Lt countered Mike
Adms, dircctor of Community
Devedopment,

Beverkly  Bowen

ago.

[T e

Macller,
aranddaughler of Saur &, Bowen, !
saidd she only heard abouol e
theeni of demolitien 3 month

Moeler flew in from her home’
in Texas 1o plead with com-
missioners o delay dmuﬂns{mé

for two years, During that o,
shie said she woukd work to 2o
ner hmuhing to wansform the
structares inlo an ol muscum,

That was the exient of
KMocller's plan, and she lost the
aatile when  ¢osmmissionors
started asking for dotalls on cons
nensaiing the propesty owner,

Mocler's  grandiather,  who
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was a  promingnat Huntingion
fiench businessmans, built the tis
sireciures in 19210 as manofae-
nring plants for oil well ool

Bowen slso pptented a “ish.
ing tood” that was used 1o re-
trieve broken &rill bus from ail
weils. The tool is stil ased today,

Bowen boepme a foader in cily
polities, serving s rmpyor in
H .
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