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Part 1 V 
in Tlte (;',.owth ola Cit)' se ri es 

looks a l: twe n ty, five years in th e cit y's h isto r y 

L WAS i930 , - - --------------- --- --- --- ---, 
AND "HARD TIMES" HAD I I 
COMt' TO H UNTINGTON I I 
Beach. T he Stock Markercrash of 1929scIH ,he II II 
pr ice of oiL down to one-hal f of th e pre-
depress io n value, and produc rion was cut back I .-f I 
to its lowes t level since 192 1. I I 

fort~' - five local me n regisrered as unCrll - 1 I 
played at the Chamber of Commerce employ- I I 
llH: Il( hureau. O ne: , a res id ent o f tlunt ingron J I 
I3cach for 15 years accus tomed ro a salary of I I 
S250 per monrh , was ready to take up a pick j I 
and shovel. Si rlo in steaks we re bei ng ad ve r- I 
t ised ar 2 2 ~ per pound and a free pound of 
sauerkrau r was ava ilable co cusromers wi ll ing ro l 
pay 20" fo r a pOtlnd of we ine rs. 1!~lffiB,"f 

N ewspape rs ca rr ied the head li ne "0 1<: Man I 
Winre r and His Son H ard T imes Due for Good I 
Licking," as President Hoover an nounced his I ':;..~ .. :. 
plans fo r national deveJopmen t pro jee rs as a I L __ ~-"'-_ _ ~=_,-_",--_-=-_ _ ____ ---":.:..:",-C'---"-,-,--,,,,,::::,,-
means for p rovid ing jobs. The Ciry Cou nc il o f L ______________ __ _ _ ____ , 

H unr ingmn Beach vmed to spend S125,OOO economy worsc ned, d issa ri sfac rion g re w. Il'huIO/llk(,1I 
. I .~~ ~~ o n pie r, playgrou nd and pavilli on Im prove- H eavy vo ting in (he 19 32 Presic cmial e lecrio n I/nml tl' l' bN ... h 

menrs. A nd the Hunr ingron Beach Com pany ro ll ed up a record co unr in thc city's hi sro ry. 1 b"/W!'rI1 M(l i " ",ul 

SI)enr an addi tio nal $25,000 o n new iml)rove- The "Hu nringron Beach N ews" he ld an OI)Cn I Fif/h SI&. l lww;IIK 
1)/111<"1" 11(,/1, 

mc nts fo r frec publ ic use at rhe beach. hOllse on elect ion nighr anc.! pos red elect ion ! 1'(I lJi /liml ,f/lldll 

13y the close of 1930 , hope was re rurning to resul ts on window bulle tins . l3y midnight it !'or/iull o/th" 
r I C"'""eu; ,,,, 

rhe small beach commun it),. The SI50,OOO lo r beGune ap parenr thar H unt ington Beach had I nlllMill!; 

improvements crea ted new jobs and it was joined the rest o f the counery in rhe D cmo- '-____ _ 
tho ught that new deve lopers and invescors cra tic lands lide- rhe first time in the ciry"s 
wo uld be attraered ro the area. T he H un t ington hisrory thac it majoriq' of Democ ratic vo tes 
Beach Chamber of Commerce and Bu siness were cas t in a gene ral eJccr io n. 
Men's Association joi ned roge the r in planni ng On January 10, 19 33 a dense fog se ttl ed 
an outdoor Christmas to spread chee r ro the ove r H Ul1 ti ngcon Beach and an om inous calm 
ent ire city. pervaded the com munity. Wi thout wamin!;. 

But the ho pe was sho rr -lived . As the natio n's gale winds be tween 60~70 MPH swept I"hrough 
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the city. Trees were uprooted, and ~wnjngs 
were slashed to ribbons. Telephone poles were 
kno<:ked down, jerk ing eleCtric wires loose. 
i-Iu ncingcoll Beach was plunged inw darkness . 
One hundred and rwcmy-five (OOl timber oil 
derricks fell [Q the J-jround like march st icks. 
T o tal Joss from (he Llcrricks :l.lone was 

wells (ocla}' , and wou ldn't consider se lling. 
The remainder of {he decade was qu iet. 

Population gn.:w from 3,690 in 1930 to only 
3,738 in [940; oil production stab ilized; new 
fire equ ipment was pu rchased reducing fire 
liabi lity. 

-----------------------1 

~FORTIES 
LilWUGI-IT WA R . A WAR T HE 
U.S . AND ITS ALLIES WON IN 
large pan w idl o il-and Hu nr ingmo Beach 
bCCUllC [he largest oi l producer in the scate. 
Because of rhe imporrance o f o il , gun pla<.:('­
m cnlS we re mounted off (he bluffs to prore([ 
the ciry and its oi lfields from attack, 

A Civil Defense group was fo rmed and first 
aid was (augh t along with p lane sporting and 
bomb d isposal. Some members rried to keep 
rhe Civ il Defense group active afte r rhe war 
was over, bur there JUSt wasn't very much 
interest in i[ after peace was declared, 

----------------, 
I 
I 

Many returning H unrington Beach vece rans 
did not want to give up fly ing, The Meadow­
lark Airport was star ted in 1946 for thei r use 
and enjoyment. W hen the airpO rt was firs t 
built, it was sur rounded by bean fie lds , The 
original runway was made ollr of dirt and w ind 
socks showed rhe d irection of the wind. 

S200,000. Cit izens set to work co clean up rht.: 
debris, but Mother Nature had mpre in sto re 
[(H' the coascal communicy. 

T wo monrhs lacer, l-iuntingron Beach was 
severe l)1 shaken by (he "Long Beach"' ea rth ­
quake. The tremors las ted only 45 seconds, but 
long-time rcs id<':l1ts claim it felr more like 45 
minull's. P<.:opk ran inm rhe middle of Mai n 
S tr<.:l'( to watch as soml: o f rhe huildings and 
roofs rollapsl'll. Ci t)' ) lall was lit-dared ull sak 
and had to b<.: vacated. Cemral Elementary 
School (Dwye r Jr. High Sc hool roday) was 
hadly damagl:d and all (ol1cllrred thac had [hl: 
quake taken place d uring school hours, Illany 
lives would have bee n los!. 

Acco rding 10 the "Hu nlingmn l3each News" , 
people were afraid to be in rheir houses. 'nley 
either walked rhe st ree ts all night or slept in 
the ir cars on vacanr lots. Property loss was 
estimared a t S25 million, and afr t.' rs hocks 
we re felt for (wo years, 

All was nor lost in 1933. Harold McVicar, 
a pecroleum geologist , thought {here was oil 
unde r rhe ocean at HUllcingron Beach. He 
invenred the whipstock, wh ich was a me thod of 
dr il ling on rhe land a nd bend ing a pipe 
underne ar h (he ocean (re rmed slan t dr illing) , 
D rilli ng began at 22nd and Walnut Streers, and 
wichin three monrhs, dri ll ing activ ity was high 
again from the w'w discoveries on rhe ocean 
l1oor, 

Me n who d r ill ed during the 1933 oil boom 
d idn't have money to pay (heir crew, So rhey 
paid a por(ion in scrip or part of the oil produc­
{ion, Most oil workers couldn't afford ro keep 
(he scrip, so rhey sold it (or less (han 50" on 
rhe dollar. Those who hung on made money 
when rile wells prcxluced . Some of [he crew that 
held onro the scrip srill have an int(.' res t in the.: 

Luke I'<lrk Club · ! 
IW"Sf I{lkru ,wr" by 
,he A,.,,,)' i" [)t'C'''''' ' 

I",,., I !I ./1 {II Ihr 
sl"rl of IVodd Wflr 
II. 
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Litrit.: was written abouc Huntington Beach 
during che 15 years fo llowing the war, By 1953, 
popu la tion gradually increased co almost 6,000 
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as veterans and city dwellers began mig rating (Q ! Lull i ng QUfm I 
suburban Orange County. It was the birch o f I M~i" SIred al 1M I 

. . . . H Igh School T OWf!r I 
teleVISion and many would-be M r. Blandmgs I f ro", l a nd ", lIu , 

began bu ild ing thei r dream ho uses. I ,'', Civic Cnl,r I-
C . f C' C '1 b Ita'ilil loday, I ompensanon or Ity OU OO m em ers I 

remained at rhe 1928 leve l o f S50 per month. I I 
The city an nexed an additio nal 1. 14 sq , miles , 1 I 
bri ngi ng H untington Beach to a total cicy limits L... ____ _ 

of 4 . 71 sq, m iles, 
The rea l grow th of che cicy was j tlst 

beginni ng. 
'; L-________ ~ ____________________________________________ ~ 
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