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Y S A Officials of

two federal agencies that will judge

" a plan for limited development of
.the Bolsa Chica wetlands said

Tuesday that thcy were impressed
by the complex environmental
compromise worked out by public
officials, preservauomsts and the
developer.

But the officials dechned to spe-
cifically endorse the proposal, not-
ing that the formal permit-applica-
tion process had not yet begun.

The compromise, which capped a
15-year controversy over develop-

ment of the unincorporated area, -

calls for restoration and protection
of 1,100 acres of wetlands while
allowing construction of thousands
of homes near the Huntington
Beach coast.

Officials of the U.S, Army Corps

© of Engineers and the U.S. Environ-

mental Proteclion Agency offered
their assessments of the plan after
separate meetings wilth a delega-
tion representing the Bolsa Chica
Planning Cealition, the group that
worked out the compromise.

Led by Orange County Supervi-
sor Harriett M. Wieder, Lhe delega-
tion spenl Lwo days in Washington
seeking the support of members of
Congress and federal officials.

“It is indeed an unusual circum-
stance when you have an environ-
mental group, a developer and
state and local agencies all sup-
porting the project,” said David G.

Davis, director of the EPA’s wet--

. lands protection office.

“I think a lot of significance has'
1.0 be attached to thal,” Davis said,.
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| EPA a veto over permits issued by

the Corps of Engineers.
Wieder said the coalition plans to

“[but] that doesn’t mean thatlsubmataformal permit application |

that—in and of 1tse1f~—assures
‘them of a permit.”

" Said John Hall, chief of regulato-
ry branch operations for the Corps
of Engineers: “IL does sound like
they have reached some kind of
consensus. That is unusu-

qal e - But again, we try 1o be a

neutral weigher and balancer, and

reach some kind of mdependenl

decision.”

. Despite the ofhcral caution, Wie-
der termed the trip a success.

“We walked out- of there on
Cloud Nine,” she said of the dele-
gation's visit to Davis' office. “He
really felt that what we had done
and how we had done it and what
we're offering is on -the cutting
edge i

Virginia S. Albrecht, a Washing-
ton attorney representing the de-
veloper, Signal Landmark Corp.,
said: “We were heartened by our
talks with both agencies, and we

found them to be interested in the!

process that the coalition has been
through. .

to the corps by the end of the year. [

‘Approval by various local and state |

agencies, including the California |
Coastal Commission, also is re—i
guired.
~~When Signal Landmark pur-
chased the 1,635-acre parcel in
1970, the corporation planned to
develop an extensive waterfront
community by dredging a naviga-
ble channel through the marsh,

-building a 1,400-slip marina, and

erecting hotels,
homes.

The unincorporated property
along Pacific Coast Highway, south
of Warner Avenue, is surrounded
by the ecity of Huntington Beach.

Environmentalists who viewed
the plan as a massive assault on one

.restaurants and

-of the few remaining saliwater

marshes in Southern California
formed an organizalion called Ami-

-gos de Bolsa Chica to fight the plan.

+Late last year, Wieder persuaded
the competing interests and public
officials to form the coalition to

. They recognize that| seek a compromise. The plan was

the coahuon is proposing some- ,.unvelledlaslMay

thing that is prelly special.”

Under 1972 amendments to the
Clean Water “Acl, the Corps of
Engineers must issue a permit for
the wetlands filling that would be
required for the Bolsa Chica project
to proceed. Federal law gives the

" Please see BRIEIING, BS

Among other things, the propos-

‘al ecalls -for construction of an

undetermined number of homes on
412 acres of the Signal Landmark

property, of which about 80 acres

lie in the marshland. Albrecht, the
Signal Landmark attorney, said her
client has agreed to the minimum
level of development necezsary to
permit the project to proceed.

Accompanying Wieder on the
lobbying visit. were officials repre-
senting Signal Landmark, Amigos
de Bolsa Chica, the Hunlington
Reach City Council and the Califar -
nia State Lands Cornmission.
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