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George Farquhar Huntington Beach pubilsher

By Dana Kennedy
The Register E-/2. 8.8

George Farguhar, a legend in
Huntington Beach who ran the
weekly Huntington Beach News for
53 years, died in his sleep Saturday
from bronchial pneumonia, coro-
ner's officials said Tuesday. He
was 71. :

Mr. Farquhar’s father bought
the lively Huntington Beach News
in 1926 when the area was a boom-
ing oil town. Mr. Farquhar, began
writing obituaries for the paper at
age 13 and later took over the publi-
cation. He was reporter, colum-
nist, owner and publisher until he
sold the newspaper in 1979.

His witty, often acerbic columns
detailed both his opinions about
city politics and tales of the numer-
ous women in his life.

He once referred to an ecologist
who ran across his path as a
“numb-brained individual incapa-
ble of thinking to a logical end.”
When the possibility of a full-time
city mayor was raised, he wrote:
"“If the people are stupid enough to
vote for a full-time mayor, then

they deserve their fate.”

Mr. Farquhar’s affinity for ro-
mance was legendary. Local ru-
mor held that he was once so smit-
ten by a member of the city’s ar-
chitectural review board that he
attended every one of the meetings
while the woman was there and
ngver went to one after she depart-
ed.

Rarely a week went by when the
front page of the News didn't in-
clude a photograph of a beauty
queen or a group of nubile young
women.

“The old Huntington Beach
News sometimes made people
laugh, sometimes made them an-
gry but we always got their inter-
est,” said Mr. Farquhar in a 1982
interview. -

He remained unimpressed with
the paper once it was sold to a suc-
cession of different companies.
The city's oldest newspaper now is
published by a company in Long
Beach that hopes to revitalize cir-
culation in Huntington Beach.

Mr. Farquhar’s reputation as a
city personality was enhanced by
his fondness for surfing, a sport he

en_}oyed until illness overtook him
this year.

When the newspaper was sold,
Mr. Farquhar moved his head-
quarters to Terry's coffee shop
across the street where he ate el-
ther breakfast or lunch every day,

‘often with his good friend Don Ship-

ley.

. “Sometimes he called it his of-
fice,” said Nancy Chen, 53, at Ter-
ry's. “Friends and girifriends
knew to call for him here.

In his last interview in May, Mr.
Farquhar remembered his career
on the Huntington Beach News as a
dream job.

“It was a real cornball country
weekly,” he said. “‘I loved it. I
could do what I wanted. I was my
own boss.ﬁ_//

Mr. Farquharis survived by four
children, Annette Faust of Lake
Arrowhead, George Farquhar of
Marina del Rey, John Farquhar of
San Francisco and James Far-
guhar of Walnut Creek.

Funeral
pending.
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George Farquhar
Reporier, columnist, owner

(RL1D)

A¥0LSIH




% Aot Sper o }
~Flagistor slal willor . .
: 2 Ayega.
JEIRTINGTON BEACH — Bvaryone kuows
Guarge. e
- That is because George Farguhalyhas becna
newapapar repecler-CONTEIETedllor prul-
Lisher-owaer here for 55 yoars, over since 0E &
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Wi reclprasated,” -

Farqubar thinks the new News i nbi dull, o

+ wehahe Jol duli.
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However, longlime Farguhar readers
suy his column also has lost a lilic of #s
former sting, sspecially his personal re-
. collectlons of encounters — a seemingly
never ending number of them — with
atiraetive young ladies.

1 one of Bis tales of romoance, Farquhar
on the fronl page agohized over a way-
ward fire lruck that had blared down the
streel at a particularly delicate woment
In his remantic Jife.

farquhar legend has if {hat be onee was
smiten by a female member of the city’s
architeciura]l review bourd and never
once fniled fo allend @ board meeiing
while ihe woman was a fnemher iie
hasu't uttended one sines,

And when Fargubar was in ¢harge, the
front page photo usually depicted a beauly

ueen or a karge group of beauly queens, -
fueen we group Farqukar is there, & 66-year-old Helong

In his recollections of prevogatives Lthat
formerly were his at (he newspaper, ¥ar-
quhar recalls that he sometimes liked {o
bwesk=1iris subjéets by such deviess as

conslant reference o their ages or slip-’

‘ping double meaning nto the printed
word.

The sieffy and awrahy" Somelunes
they found themselves enl out of large and

frequently blurred group pictures that’

adorned the News' froul page.

Beaeh, g reprinting of {he police izlétter,
which putl in public view ose who bad

been tipsy in public or participunts in a -

family disturbance,

When the nows pages couldn’t bold Far-
qubar, he exposcd whal he saw as monkey
business in s column.

/' An ecologlst who ence crossed his path,

for mstance, was referred {0 as o “nwmb-
brained individoeal incapable of thinking
to o logieal end.”

And when it was suggested that the ity

should have a fulltime mayor, Farqubar
opined thal “U the people ure stupid
enoegh to vole for a fulltimo mayor, then
ey deserve Lhelr fale.”

Tt those days are in the past. And
Farquhar 1s rot & man to dabble in the
past,

He stil} cheeks the surf. When it is right,

surfer who still yearns for days when
offshore winds and the curl of g breaker
means The surf is up.

During those years when he operated

whal was ihen his own newspaper in con-
ceert with his business-minded haif-
brother, Tom Wyllie, Farquhar's suri-

. board sleed alongside his desk ready to go

oh & moment’s notice, .
© MNow his board is kepl in 2 Maly Street

. surf shop, ready at any thme for one of
Not {ar from the front pages was all the

skullduggery thal went ou in Iuatingten

Grange County’s better senior surfers Lo
hil the beach, .
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