
FACE IN THE CROWD 

History student sheds new light 
on history of Hunt~ngton Beach 

. &-.(J, ~-lvl'-t'8' 
ere!1l'e a couple of So far, the only copies other pared with its elegant neighbor 
things you won't find in than hers own belong to Cahfar- to the south, Newport Beach? 
lhe published histories o( nia State University , Long "I'm stilliooking Jor the an· 

Huntington Beach: Beach, which accep ted them 8S swers, but I'm sta ning to ge t a 
II In the early 1900s, Hun- her thesis (or her master's de- feeling," she said. 

tinglon Beach officials threa t- gree in ruslOlY. In the coming She spends much of her lime 
eoed ( 0 seeede from Orange months; Milkovich hopes to digging through old newspape rs 
County and join Los Angeles make copies available at City and financial record s and inter-
Count y unless more road funds Hal! and at local libraries. viewing old timers. 
were [onhcolning from Santa wherc the seetion on city his tory Her research has led 1-Wko-
Ana. They soon got the Uloney. is pretty thin. vich to be the crty's most visiblc 

a The oil well Ihatlong has " I 'm probably the first persou advocate for preservation of his-
been recognized as the welltlla! to look at Huntington Beaeh toric buildings. She is chairwom-
stn rled the city' s oil OOolfl in from (1 graduate· scholar level," an of the citY's Historic Reo 
May 1920 - Huntington No.1 - she 5<1.id. sources Board and archivist of 
was actually the city' s second Milkovich has her sights on a the Huntington Beach Historical 
well. The oiilha t would change doctorate in history and hopes to SocietY. . 
the cil)"s fu ture was discovered do her dissenation on the eom· "We've alrcady lost OUI' big 
a couple of mon ths ea rlier whcn plelc citY history, not only tcll- trcasures," she said. citing the 
a well was drilled near the city's ing what the city was but deter- demolition of the old City Hall 
border with Newport Beach. mining why it hecame what it is. and the destruction of ma ny oth· 

These (ac ts eome courtesy of Two of the key questions shc er historical buildings to ma ke 
Barbara Milkovich, who has wilL address: room fo r oil wells. 
spent the last three years doing B:I Why didn't Huntington On the current demolition hJt 
research for the most complete Beaeh, which has an oil field list are many 60- and 7(}..year-old 
history of thc City yet written. among the richest in the Unit ed bu ildings in the downtOWll area 

In the spring, Milkovich, 48, States, become a major industri- that are in the way or redevelop-
fin ished what she hopes will be al eenter like Long Beach? men!, not to mention the Munici· 
only the fir st installment, Q 150- II Why did Huntington' pal Pier, built in 1914 . 
page account of the city'S forma- Beach P.lrn OUt relat ivel y "1 wish they would understoud 
tivc yea rs, 1900 through 1930. " scruUy," as shc calls it , com- thllt preservation is redevelop-
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Barbllra Milkovich 
Chronicles Hun!lngto~ Beach's past 

menr," she said. 
The city (s plllnnhig to keep 

onc block of Main Street intact 
[0 ereatc a historic distriet, 
which she sees as some pro
gress. 

Other treasures that must be 
protected lit all costs, she said, 
are the Italianate Huntington 
Beach High School, Ethel Dwy<!r 
MiddJeSchool (done in the Mo
domc style), and the Nonham 
ranch house, belicved to be the 
city 's first dwelling. 

- Frank Mlc t(adetVThe Register 


