,,,,, ' ' R HISTORY
BUILDING

Fire dest troys, historic maa@amg ek

AM

Boys reportedly
were playing
with matches
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HUNTINGTON BEACIL — A
fire belicved to have been sel by
Lwo boys playing with matches
Tuesday  destroyed a  historic
buitding that preservationists
had heped Lo make part of & city
oil muscun.

Within hours of the fire, police
announced the arrests of a 10-
year-old and a 14-year-old on sus-
picion of arson. The two boys,
buth from lluntinglen Beach,
were released o their pavents,

1Tre wood.-frame structlure, cov-
ered with corrupated metal, was
one of three in a small industriat
complex buill by cily oit pioncer
Sainucl Bowen at the outset of Lhe
city's oil boem in the 1920s.

Erected in 1921 near what is
now the corner of Lake Strect and
Yorktown Avenie, the building
was the oldest of the three and
housed Bowen's machine shop.
Bowen used the shog 1o invent
many wola Lhat hetped revulu-
tionize the oil industry, city His-
toric Resources Board Chair-
wannan Barbara Milkovich said.

“Il's anolher blow to the eultur-
al  heritage  of  Huntinglon
Beach," Mitkovich said of the
nwo-nlarny blaze, which had gut-
ted the building within minutes of
the 4:08 p.m. call to the Fire De-
partinet.

“These bulldmgs were higlly
significant,™ she said. “We may
have lost the potential for a major
petroleum muscum.”

Although Milkovich and Bow-
en's heirs have been pushing fora
museuni on the site, the property
owner, the Huntington Beach Co.,
wants 10 tcar down the buildings
— which have been vacant for
months — and build six homes.

The Planning Comission has
approved the  housing project;
Milkovich has appealed the deci-
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B FINE: Fivo people were hurt David Ross Yateedor The Roglaler
pusiiing airplanes away from 167 Firefighters douse a fire that destroyed a bullding some people had hoped {e make Into an olf museum.




arrested on
arson charges
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sion to the City Counml Sne Sa’d

‘she wil have o evaluate the dam-
age to the complex as a whole be.
fore deciding whether to keep up
her efforts.

Because of its former uge as a
machine shop, the wood in the
beilding was saturated in oil, con-

;’) tributing te the intensity and speed

with which the fire spread, Bartal- .

y ion Chief Jim Gerspach said.

Detafls of the ignition were
- sketchy late Tuesday. Funtington
Beach police L. George Renek
said the vouths who were arrested

“set five to paper and other com- |
bugtible materials. They were just

playing in the vacant building.”
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"’I wo Fusntington Beach youths
have admitted swarting a Tues-

day evening five that destr oved a
historical  building  stated fes
demolition.

The covrugaed, wood-franed
buxldmb was one of three located

corner of Main and Lakg streets.
The middie butlding began to
burn just afler & p.an Flames
reaching 20-30 feer were secn
shooling out fram the roof of the
two-slory structure,
Approxmm{:iv 30 fircfighters
were called to the scene and had

Tuesday Fir

the blaze under (,0[‘11103 within 20

minutes, according ‘1o fire de-.

partmenl  spokesman Daanc

“Wilson.

The two youths, 10 and 14
were arrested for suspicion of |
areon  and released o thelr

arents. P
pae {Ses Blaze, Page A2)

Huntington Beach firefighters
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They gained access o the
building despite that fact that it
had been bhoarded uvp and se-
cured by s owner, Pacific Coast
Homes, a suhs;é;&s‘v of the
Hunhngton Beach Co.

“When we find that a building
has been vacated, we require the
bullding owner 10 scoure or de-
molish the building. The owner

had complicd,” said  Mike
Tamiyasi, fire prevention
speciabist

The three buildings were built
in the 1920s by Sam Bowen, a
pr mm nem

Huntingion Bgaf‘h

Independent Phole By Ed Compoan;

battle blaze at hisgtoric bulldings at Maln and Lzake sirgels.

resident who was an mr!y ol

pioneer.

The middie bmldmg was built
in 1921 and was the gldest of the
three, according 1o Barbara
Mil xovuh chair of the }:Elslorlc
Resources Board.

“Maybe this fire will draw
atiention 1o the remaining build-
ings,” said Milkovich, hopeful
that the two surviving buddmgs
can be saved

Just two weeks ago, the Plan-
ning Commission gave Pacific
Coast Homes permission Lo tear
down the buildings in order o
build six houses which arc pan
of & bigger 86-unit housing pro-
3cc1 slmed m be built on the site,

!
|




