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HAZEL IONE ( GCHAFFERT ) MAAG 

One o f  E b e l l ' s  most i n t e r e s t i n g  members i s  Hazel Maag 
who s t i l l  res ides on her ranch i n  t he  Santa Ana Canyon 

. surrounded by freeways, a shopping center  and c i v i l i z a t i o n .  

Hazel p r ides  herse l f  on being a woman rancher. When her 
husband, George Wi l l iam Maag, d ied  i n  1930 a t  the  age o f  35 
years, Hazel picked up where George l e f t  o f t -  because she 
loved t he  outdoor l i f e .  I n  1946 she bought out  the  o ther  
f am i l y  i .n teres ts  and became the  so le  owner o f  the  acreage 
which she has developed i n t o  her homeplace. A t  one t ime 
she owned a 240 acre wheat farm i n  Lancaster and i n t e r e s t  
i n  a 9U acre orange ranch i n  San Juan Capistrano. 

She and George were marr ied Y Aug 1921 a t  the  Mission 
San Juan Capistrano. George's t a r g i c  death t en  years l a t e r  
was due t o  tood poisoning. He was one o f  t h e  e i gh t  sons o f  
John A. Maag who came t o  the  Olive-Orange area i n  1891. 
George's bro thers  were: Frank P. who marr ied V i r t ue  Meats; 
Joseph A. who marr ied Rose Ruplinger; Henry who marr ied 
Florence Ammon; Wi l l i am H. who mar r i e t  M. Katherine Kramer; 
Charles E. who marr ied Zola Powelson; Clarence E. who mar- 
r i e d  Grace Kel ley;  and John W. who marr ied Anna Lypps. H is  
s i  s t e r s  were Mary who married W i  1 l i am A1 t m i  1 l e r  and E l  s i e  
Mary who marr ied Nicholas Brock. 

The father, John A. Maag, was born i n  1851 i n  Westpha- 
l i a ,  Germany and d ied i n  1931. He came t o  t h e  Midwest where 
he was ra i sed  by h i s  widowed mother. He marr ied Catherine 
S te t t e r s  i n  1884 i n  Nebraska. He v i s i t e d  ~ a l ' i f o r n i a  i n  18851 
and decided t o  move west i n  1891. He bought a wagon and 
spent the  next t i v e  months roaming t he  Southland before 
purchasing t he  Fairhaven proper ty  where he b u i l t  a handsome 
house i n  1899. He was very ac t i ve  i n  promoting the  c i t r u s  
i ndus t r y  i n  Orange County. 

I n  June 1982 t he  John A. Maag h o u s ~  was moved t o  t he  
Santa Ana Un i t i ed  School D i s t r i c t ' s  Exploratory Learning 
Center ( ~i scovery Museum) located a t  Fa i  r v i  ew and Harvard 
Streets.  According t o  an a r t i c l e  i n  t he  Orange City News 



" the s i x  and one-half  hour move which began a t  midnight  
went ' p r e t t y  w e l l . '  The two-story V i c t o r i an  house was taken 
on a zig-zag rou te  across Santa Ana t o  avoid obstacles. . . 
i t  was exc i t i ng . "  

I n  add i t i on  t o  t he  house, t he  ca r r iage  house and the  . 

pump house were a lso moved. They jo ined t he  H.C.Kellogg q 

house a t  t he  Center. The bu i l d i ngs  w i  1 1 be res tored by stu-  T 

dents t o  t r a i n  them i n  var ious b u i l d i n g  sk i  1 1 s. 

While look ing  a t  a photo o f  t h e  o l d  house, Hazel po i n t -  
ed t o  t he  ups ta i r s  rooms a t  the  r i g h t  and said, "That 's  
where George and I spent our honeymoon!" She a1 so r e l a t e d  
t h a t  when the  movers,were l i t t i n g  t he  house they found a 
swarm o f  bees nest ing i n  t he  laundry shoot. They kept  every- 
one buzz1 ng. 

Hazel Maag has proved t ime and t ime again t h a t  she's a 
good business woman and rancher. She f r a n k l y  says, " l ' v e  
done every th ing! "  The f a c t s  prove t h a t  she has done j u s t  
t ha t .  I n  an a r t i c l e  i n  The Register  (20 Sep 1964) Louise 
West @atured Hazel i n  a news s to r y  e n t i t l e d ,  "Women F i l l  
Many i mportant Roles i n Urange County. " Mrs. West wrote, 
"Today, the woman rancher i s  o f t e n  a person o f  a f t luence 
and p res t ige  such as Mrs. Hazel Maag o t  Santa Ana Canyon 
who leads an ac t i ve  soc ia l  l i f e  as a member o f  the  Santa 
Ana A l t rusa  Club, Santa Ana Ebel l ,  Balboa Bay Club, E l  
Rodeo Hid ing Club and t he  Fr iday Angl ing Club o t  Newport. 

"Mrs. Maag owns and operates two c i t r u s  ranches and a 
c a t t l e  ranch which she s ta r t ed  by herse l t .  'I cleared and 
tenced t he  land, put  i n  a p i p e l i n e  and a pump, even went on 
tou rs  t o  learn about c a t t l e  and f i n d  out  t U W  o ther  ranchers 
operated. I ,  ot ten,  worked 20 hours a day."" 

Uther women teatured i n  Louise West's a r t i c l e  were: 
4 

Joanne Spahn, a Santa Ana policewoman; Louise McCain, an . 1 
Anaheim rea l  es ta te  developer; Darlene Stauf fer ,  super- 
v i so r  f o r  Garden Grove p a c i f i c  Telephone Co. ; and Mar- 
i l o n  Whiteside, a s e l l e r  i n  secu r i t i e s  a t  F i r s t  C a l i f o r n i a  
Co. 

I n  her younger days as a member o f  t he  E l  Rodeo Club 
she was de l igh ted  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  es- 

BLONDE COUSIN and BRUNETTE HAZEL MAAG 
(aboard ship, r e t u rn i ng  from Par i  s 



GEORGE W I L L I A M  MAAG HAZEL I O ~ E  ( SCHAFFERT ) MAAG 



HAPPY HAZEL, t h e  rancher 

peci  a1 l y  r i d i n g  i n  parades. I n  1940 I 7r\ l~ay) a head1 i n e  
read, "Famed Ranchos T h r i l l  Sodeo Club Members on 3 Day 
Tr ip . "  Hazel remembers t he  t r i p  which s t a r t ed  a t  San Juan 
Capi st rano and ended a t  Placent i  a. T h i r t y  men and women 
took par t .  Here are some o f  the  de ta i l s ,  "Gene Thomas, gen- 
e r a l  chairman o f  the  event, mapped out  t he  i t i n e r a r y .  . . 
mounting t h e i r  horses a t  8 o ' c lock  Fr iday morning, E l  Rodeo 
members went up San Juan Canyon where they were met by M r .  
Wright, foreman o f  Mission-Viejo Ranch. He escorted t he  
group along Santa Margar i ta Ranch t r a i l s  through the  cour t -  
esy o f  Harry Whitman, superintendent. 

" A t  t he  head o f  B e l l  Canyon, t he  pa r t y  was met by Gene 
Starr ,  owner, and Homer Lock, toreman, o f  S ta r r  Ranch, where 
camp was made Fr iday  n igh t .  . . 

"Saturday morning t h e  r i d e r s  were met by Mr .  and Mrs. 
George Rasmussen and son, Norman, o f  Trabuco Canyon and 
d i rec ted  over t he  Morro T r a i l .  . . W.B. H e l l i s  o f  the  I r v i n e  
Co. arranged t o  have t he  pa r t y  metat Bolero Lookout S ta t i on  
by Bascorn tdwards who accompanied them t o  I r v i n e  Park where 
camp was set  up t o r  Saturday. . . 

"M. R. Davis, foreman o f  t he  Bixby Ranch i n  Santa Ana 
Canyon welcomed t he  group t o  the  h i s t o r i c  property Sunday 
morning. E l  Rodeo members res ted a t  t he  Vincent Yorba Ranch 
before cont inu ing t o  Placentia." 

Among those making t h e  t r i p  were: M r .  and Mrs. Wayne 
Reafsnyder; M r .  and Mrs. A. L. Benson; M r .  and Mrs.Charles 
Duke; M r .  and Mrs. Jack Turner; M r .  and Mrs. Ham Jones; Mrs. 
Dorothy Lynn; Mrs. Hazel Maag; Mrs. Ot to  McClure; Mrs. 
Mi ldred Lund; Mrs. Blanche Garder; Miss Frances Ludnum; 
Jack Robinson; Bud De Weis; Wi l l i am Franz; Wi l l iam Warren; 
Eldon Fairbanks and Dr. Choquette. 

Hazel a l so  enjoyed her membership i n  t he  Long Beach 
Vasqueros Rid ing Group t h a t  consisted o f  24 housewives and 
business women who escaped from the  du t ies  o f  k i tchen and 
o f f  i c e  on weekends pursuing happi ness on horseback. T h e i r  
c l ass i ca l  b lack and whi te  uniforms were not iceab le  i n  Par- 
ades and horseshows. 



8 Hazel 's rambling ranch house w i t h  i t s  te r raced slopes and 
beau t i f u l  rose garden was the  s e t t i n g  f o r  many p a r t i e s  i n  
the f i f t i e s .  She a lso grew a v a r i e t y  o f  t r u i t  t rees:  pear, 
apple, peach, pomegrante and f i g  which she s t i l l  enjoys t o -  
day. Her s k i l l  i n  canning was well-known. I n  recent  years 
she j u s t  enjoys look ing a t  t he  strawberry f i e l d s  t h a t  have 
replaced what was l e t t  o f  the  pasture land a f t e r  t he  River -  
s ide Freeway was b u i l t .  Today, a small orange orchard insu- 
l a t e s  her home from the  new shopping center  a t  Imper ia l  and 
Santa Ana Canyon Road. Canyon High School proper ty  replaced 
a p r i z e  orange grove. 

A book cou ld  be w r i t t e n  about Hazel 's  deal ings w i t h  the  
c i v i l  a u t h o r i t i e s  who keep n i b b l i n g  away a t  her rancho. O f  
t he  o r i g i n a l  58 acres she has l o s t  38 t o  government land.  
acqu is i t i on .  The Anaheim B u l l e t i n  head l i n e  o f  1 Aug 1979 
said," Land-grabbi ng Agencies Devouring Woman's Farm. " Hope- 
t u l l y  s h e ' l l  be able t o  ho ld  progress o t f  a l i t t l e  longer 
so she can s t i l l  c la im her t i t l e ,  "Strawberry Queen o f  t he  
Santa Ana Val ley." 

Hazel lone Schaf fer t  Maag was born i n  Rock Creek, Kansas 
on 8 November IYOU, t h e  daughter o f  Henry and Geneva (Wins- 
low) Schaf fer t .  Henry, a na t i ve  o t  Germany, was born 28 
January 1874 i n  Everback, Wurtemburg, t h e  son o f  Michael 
and Carol ine ( ~ i  l l e r l  Schaf fer t .  Hazel had a s i s t e r ,  Electa, 
and bothers, J u l i u s  and Ceci l .  The f a m i l y  came t o  Orange 
County i n  1906 from Rock Creek. Henry purchased an orange 
grove and l a t e r  es tab l ished t he  Orange County Real ty Co. 
A poem w r i t t e n  about M r .  Scha f te r t  which was publ ished i n  an 
ear 1 y ( not  dated) Orange newspaper f 01 1 ows : 

when fio4e4 L i p &  o u i  Ahe ~ a w  and c m v e d  i.2 on .the 
/rock4, he of&ened owz p~ycholog# oome anti-hunan knock4. , 
" ~ h o u  4haLA no1 c o v d ,  " he eQomed, and added q d e  a 
1 ~ 4 2  o& o h / z e ~  peop4et4 p ~ o p u & e 4  fon lvhcch you r m c o h ' f  
w u h ,  n u ~ u ~ - t / z m d  ,thi4 Ahe -fenAh and ~undamenta.4 n o t ,  
uje wc4h rile hud a bunch of a % m p  w h c h  o . t h u  9 . q ~  have got .  

I t ' n  Hemy Schag{ent'o rnbnion t o  pnomote .th.i~ 4taAe 
o{ mind. He'n &ago b o a o i ~ n g  h a d a  among &an-kbz 
and kuzd. He 4 9 4  t o  Aho4e dL?lo&nfied w& h o m e  on home 
on Land, "I know anof ien  fi;tUe place you'd Love t o  b e d  Ahe 
band. The man C h  hao it  want^ a h a d e  {on ouch a patch ao 
Ahine; I'U put  & a'hough became  d ' o  you and f i v e  pen cent 
i~ mine. " 

OIZ i g  khe d e a l  LA o t a n d d ~ e c f  lv& m o n q  ,horn Ahe D u n k ,  
he 'o  4 U  .the o d a m a n  guoh.ing a i ~ ~  og d e a n  and d e v e n  nank. 
He & a d o  khe v d u a  u p  oa down, t o  n& o/r f i e  oky ,  depend- 
% on yowr p o i n t  of view and i g  you o d  on buy. He p ~ o / l h  
a~ Ahe p m o n  shod who o e n v a  LO f d o w  man. He hao a 
ntone og vocal o/re Ahet 'o a h q n  4wre 20 pan. 

Hazel (Scha f fe r t )  Maag grew up i n  Orange. She was a 
1916 graduate o t  Orange High School.and continued her edu- 
ca t i on  a t  Santa Ana Business College. Betore her marriage 
she worked as a cashier  a t  t he  Denni-Sweets Restaurant. 

Her mother, Geneva, was t he  daughter o t  Anna J. (F razer l  
and Josiah w. Winslow, quakers, who marr ied a t  Cedar Cre,?k 
Meeting i n  Henry Co. Iowa, 13 Oct 1864. Anna J. was born 
5 Feb 1840 near Thorntown, Boone Co. Indiana. Anna was t he  
daughter o t  Alson G. Frazer  and Hannah Rees, daughter o f  
Zdchariah and Mary (Davis) Rees o t  Westf ie ld,  Indiana. Alson 
was t h e  son o f  Henry and Mary ( u t w e l l )  Frazer. Hannah ~Rees)  
Frazer  d ied when Anna was about f i v e  years o ld .  Her t a t h e r  
married, second ly, Mary M. Hockett . 

Anna J. Winslow became a Quaker minister.. I n  her book, 
"Jewels From My Casket," she t e l l s  about leaving her t a m i l y  
o f  f o u r  ch i  ldren t o  preach i n  some d l  s tan t  place, l i k e  an- 
o ther  state.  Seemingly, her absence was accepted by her 
husband and fami ly .  Besides, Geneva, t he  c h i l d r e n  were: 
Urestus Alson, Ju l ius ,  Matthew, Phi lander, Zachariah and 
L ida Anna Winslow. 

It i~ known t h a t  ures tus  Alson marr ied Minnie E. Davis, 
daughter o t  Daniel Davis o f  Jewe I1  Co. Kansas. 



Anna J. Winslow came t o  do evangel ical  work i n  C a l i -  
f o r n i a  i n  the  summer o f  1907 i n  t h e  annual meeting. She 
took up the  pastora l  work a t  E l  Modena on t he  21 Aug 19U7 
and resigned a t  the  end o t  1908. The f am i l y  bought prop- 
e r t y  i n  E l  Modena a t  t he  time. The l i t t l e  Quaker Church 
s t i l l  stands on Chapman Ave. near Hewes i n  E l  Modena. 

Even though Hazel and George were c n i l d l e s s  there  are 
many Maag aescendants. A reunion o f  the  f am i l y  was ne ld  i n  
May 1983. A t  t h a t  time, a great  grand daughter repor ted 
t h a t  John and Catherine Maag had t en  ch i ld ren,  13 grand- 
ch i ld ren,  28 great  grandchi ldren, 32 great, g reat  grand- 
ch i l d ren  and 4 great, great, g reat  grandchi ldren!  

Maureen McC l i ntocK R i  &hard, October 1988 

THE JOHN ANTHONY MAAG HOME 
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