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Dx.,

and Mrs. Herman Basler

The Basler Home was founded in 1944 by
Dr. Herman Basler to provide a home with
skilled nursing services to care for elderly
and convalescing patients. Little did the
Baslers realize when they opened their home
to two elderly ladies who had no family or
home of their own, that they would someday
have the largest and best known home for
elderly patients in this area, providing
high quality accommodations and nursing
care to thousands of elderly patients and
giving to them peace of mind and security
which would enable them to live out their
lives with meaning and contentment.

They soon found the need for accom-
modations and nursing services was far
beyond their ability to provide in their
home, To meet this challenge they acquired
adjacent properties and built additional
facilities.

The Baslers realized most elderly
patients are afraid of outliving their
means and facing old age alone and desti-
tute. To allay their fears, the Baslers
promised to care for them for the rest of
their lives, regardless of how long they
lived or how much it cost.

In 1948 the Basler Home was incorporat-
ed and received a certificate of authority
from the State authorizing them to accept
elderly patients for life care.

The Baslers pioneered in this field,
being the first and only proprietary home
in California legally qualified and author-
ized to offer contracts guaranteeing care
for life. Life members found the Basler
Home to be indeed a haven where they could



enjoy all the comforts of home without
responsibility, and have complete freedom
from worry with the assurance that they
would be cared for, regardless of how long
they lived or how much it cost.

By the year 1960, the Basler Home was
licensed as a nursing home and convalescent
hospital to care for one hundred fifty
patients. Through the years the home
always enjoyed a capacity occupancy reflect-
ing the high quality of accommodations and
skilled nursing services.

In 1960 the Baslers purchased 'Singing
Springs," a fifty-nine bed convalescent
home in Garden Grove. Six years later they
constructed an addition to the facility,
increasing its licensed capacity to one
hundred fifteen beds. The addition provided
luxuriously large patient rooms, each with
private bath and equipped with special
hydraulic patient 1lifts, Joerns hospital
beds, Drexel furniture, vinyl wall cover-
ing and wall-to-wall carpeting.

In 1966 the Baslers purchased a site on
Harbor Boulevard north of Disneyland and
built a ninety-nine bed convalescent hospi-
tal incorporated under the name '"Casa
Pacifica." In the Basler tradition, Casa
Pacifica was furnished and equipped with
the finest appointments then obtainable.

In 1969 the Baslers acquired Sunhaven
Convalescent Hospital, a fifty-nine bed
facility in Fullerton adjacent to the site
where they later built a new 280 bed con-
valescent hospital. Every conceivable
comfort and convenience was provided for
the patients in this newest convalescent
hospital. At a cost of four and one-
quarter million dollars this newest

convalescent hospital is in a fireproof
Class A building of type one construction
with four levels overlooking Fullerton's '
beautiful municipal golf course. Superior
in design and structure to any other such
facility in the area, it was planned to
offer an entirely new and unique concept
in nursing care and services.

_ All patient rooms are large and airy
being sixteen by twenty-four feet, and '
every room has a private bath and shower.
Additional patient treatment bath rooms,
equipped with whirlpool baths and Century
hydraulic bath 1ifts, are provided on each
floor to afford special treatment for those
requiring such attention.

The lobby and reception area are
unusually spacious and are tastefully
appointed and furnished. A cheerful dining
room affords a panoramic view of the city's
country club and golf course, Elevators,
large enough to hold a patient bed, assure
both residents and visitors of prompt and
comfortable service between floors.

Special facilities are provided to
furnish medical and paramedical services,
such as dental care, physical therapy,
inhalation therapy, speech therapy, and
other related services so necessary for
the health and comfort of the elderly.

A full-time licensed physical therapist
is in charge of one of the best equipped
physical therapy facilities in the county.
It is the only convalescent hospital in
Orange County which boasts equipment such
as a large stainless steel Hubbard
Whirlpool tank with hoist to treat para-
lyzed patients and Dr. Martin's special
gravity traction equipment,



There is a full-time activities
director and facilities for the enjoyment
of crafts and recreation and a beauty

parlor with a licensed operator. A master 4
social worker helps with social problems 4

and a chaplain and chapel provide for the

spiritual needs of the residents. -

Born on August 13, 1909 in Carbondale,
Illinois, Dr. Basler is the son of Henry
and Irene Kisner Basler. Henry Basler was
born in Basel, Switzerland, migrating to
this country while still in his teens.

Dr. Basler received his early educa-
tion in Paducah, Kentucky, attending both
elementary and high school in that city.
After high school he moved west to Salt Lake
City where he met and fell in love with the
future Mrs. Basler, Virginia Jarrett. They
were married on December 24, 1933. The
early years were quite a struggle for the
Baslers., Married during the depression,
both worked to make "both ends meet."

Dr. Basler became interested in the
healing arts and with Mrs. Basler's help
took up the study of Chiropractic, attend-
ing Weber College in Ogden, Utah, and the
Palmer College of Chiropractic in
Davenport, Iowa, and graduating in 1937
with the degree of Doctor of Chiropractic.
After graduation he practiced in Ogden,
Utah, for two years prior to coming to
Orange County.
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In 1939 he moved to Santa Ana where
he engaged in the practice of Chiropractic
for several years. During this time Mrs,
Basler worked part time as his assistant,
dividing her time between helping the
doctor in his practice and caring for
their two children. They became acquainted
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Dr. Hester Oleweiler
Dr. and Mrs. Herman Basler
at the
Basler Home Twentieth Anniversary
Open House and Art Show




Cora DeLorme and Joe Mole

Mrs. Arthur May and Mrs. F. E. Coulter




with the problems of elderly patients and
concerned about the woeful lack of good
facilities to provide satisfactory care or
acceptable accommodations,

Recognizing the dearth of good con-
valescent homes in this area, Dr. Basler
began to formulate his ideas of what such
a home should include, drawing on both his
experience as Doctor of Chiropractic, as
well as his intuitive sense as to the needs
of the senior citizen who, living in a world
apart from the young, requires special
understanding and care which only the atmos-
phere of a competent and sympathetic home
can provide,

The Baslers soon found they had taken
on a tremendous task. The demand for
their services was great and it was almost
impossible to hire enough good help to
take care of their growing family of pa-
tients, because at that time the national
defense was the highest priority. Mrs.
Basler had to keep house, prepare meals
and be nurse for a fast growing family of
elderly patients. Dr. Basler had to give
up a very demanding Chiropractic practice
to manage the business.

The Baslers credited much of - their
success to their carefully selected staff.
Employees were instructed to give gracious
care and do everything possible for the
comfort and happiness of the patients. To
give the employees greater incentive in
their work the Baslers initiated a profit-
sharing plan whereby the employees partic-
ipated in profits of the business. This
attracted good employees and encouraged
them to do their best to please.




A man who has been quite active in
professional organizations, Dr. Basler was
a member of the California Chiropractic
Association and the National Chiropractic
Association and he was a Fellow of the
American College of Nursing Home Adminis-
trators. In 1958 he organized and served
as president of the Orange County Associa-
tion of Nursing and Convalescent Homes.

He was a member of the National Geriatrics
Society, the Santa Ana Chamber of Commerce
and Kiwanis Club, and he served as presi-
dent of Basler Care Services for many years.

Virginia (Jarrett) Basler is a native
of Central City, Nebraska, the daughter of
Dr. J. V. Jarrett and Claire Pugh Jarrett.
Dr. Jarrett received his D.D.S. degree
from Creighton University in Omaha,
Nebraska. He was proud of the fact that
his parents were members of the group that
formed the Christian Church, also known as
Disciples of Christ, a religious body
organized in Pennsylvania in 1809 by Thomas
and Alexander Campbell seeking the unity of
all Christians on the basis of the Bible
alone, rejecting all creeds, and practicing
baptism by immersion.

Dr. Jarrett's family later moved to a
farm in the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia
where he became adept at handling horses
in plowing. So it was natural for him to
drive a horse car on Pennsylvania Avenue
in nearby Washington, D.C. This he did to
earn money to pay for his college education
later at Drake University in Des Moines,
Iowa, where he met Claire Pugh, the future
Mrs, Jarrett. Her mother was Emma
McPherson, whose ancestors were Captain
John Locke, who participated in the
Revolutionary War, and Cluny McPherson
whose Cluny Castle still stands near
Inverness, Scotland.

After their wedding J. V. and Claire
Jarrett moved to Omaha, Nebraska, where he
attended dental college at Creighton
University. For a short time they lived in
Central City, Nebraska, where their daughter,
Virginia, was born.

Virginia Jarrett Basler was born on
September 4, 1911, and received her early
education in the Forest School in Salt Lake
City, Utah. Upon graduating from this
school, Mrs. Basler attended both the Irving
Junior High School and the East High School
of Salt Lake City. Upon completion of high
she continued her education at the University
of Utah.

Since coming to Santa Ana with her hus-
band Mrs. Basler has participated in many of
the civic and social activities of this com-
munity. She has served as recording
secretary and president of the Ebell Society
of the Santa Ana Valley, president and vice-
president of the Women's Fellowship of First
Christian Church, and has served in the
capacity of vice-regent and regent of the
Santa Ana Chapter, Daughters of the American
Revolution, acting as State Chairman of DAR
Manual for Citizenship and for Constitution
Week for that organization. Mrs. Basler was
co-founder as well as co-administrator of
the Basler Home, and she devoted much of her
time and energy toward the development of
the home.

The Baslers are the parents of two
children: Carol Irene, born June 18, 1938;
and Nancy Claire, who was born on December 20,
1940, Carol attended the University of
California at Berkeley for a period of two
years and is now the wife of the Reverend
Dr. Donn Moomaw, minister of the Bel Air




Presbyterian Church and former well-known
football linebacker who climaxed a remark-
able athletic career by making the All-
Americans at UCLA in 1950, 1951, and 1952,
and in 1961 was elected to the Helms Football
"Hall of Fame.'" The Moomaws have five
children: Dann, born May 9, 1959; Michelle,
born March 23, 1962; Carrie, born June 27,
1964; Nancy, born July 14, 1966; and Jonn,
born November 2, 1968,

Dr. and Mrs. Basler's daughter, Nancy,
was graduated from the University of
California at Los Angeles in June of 1962,
She was elected to Phi Beta Kappa, Mortar
Board and Spurs and served as president of
the honary scholastic sorority, Alpha
Lambda Delta. She was married in July of
1962 to Lawrence Paul Bjorklund, Methodist
minister, a graduate of the University of
Denver and Perkins Theological Seminary in
Dallas, Texas. They have three children:
Julie, born November 5, 1964; Kristen, born
December 14, 1966; and David, born Septem-
ber 26, 1969.

Nancy recently received her Ph.D in
History at the University of California at
Irvine and is teaching history at Fullerton
College.

The Baslers are retired now but they
look back with many fond memories at the
years when they personally cared for
patients. Mrs., Basler says it was a real
challenge but she felt great satisfaction
in being able to help so many.

The Baslers are members of the First
Christian Church in Santa Ana and at
present make their home in Tustin, Califor-
nia.

EDITOR'S COMMENTS--THE BASLER HOME COMPLEX

The house at 1015 North Broadway
which later became the Basler Home was
built by Chris McNeill for the Twist
Family. Later it was bought by Dr.
Burlew, a well-known physician, who had an
elevator installed to the top floor when
his wife became confined to a wheelchair.

This house and the one next door to
the north (built twenty years later) were
authentically British in appearance and
design with Tudor construction and leaded
stained-glass windows. Even the flower
beds had a British look. The two families,
each, tried to outdo the other in this.

Both homes are listed in the Santa
Ana Historical Survey report of 1980,
These were some of the details mentioned
about the earlier house, '"the tile finials
(ornamental termination) at gable crests
accentuated country estate styling. Nota-
ble features include exposed beams, large
bracket support at gaole (cavity), multi-
paned windows and a portice at entry with
a seat and side lights." ’

The later house had an "arcaded front
porch with arched keystoned openings fea-
turing quoins (large squared bricks or
stones placed on the corners), a grand
entry with leaded and stained-glass
inserts in the door. The porch roof forms
a balustraded second floor deck. A formal
garden and jacaranda trees suggest a se-
cluded estate, a rare sight in downtown
Santa Ana."
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Dr. Basler said that their '"Casa
Pacifica'" hospital was a reality (1966)
before President Nixon's San Clemente
home became a household word.

Of interest to Ebell members would be
the fact that for the Twentieth Anniversary
of the Basler Home a lovely art exhibit was
included along with the Open House. The
paintings were done by Orange County phy-
sicians as well as residents and friends of
the home. One of the physicians was Dr,
Hester Oleweiler, an accomplished artist
and Ebell member, now deceased.

When the "Singing Springs'" convales-
cent home was opened in 1967 a doll show
was also included. Several doll clubs and
individuals participated. Among them were
Mrs. F. E. Coulter and Mrs. Arthur May,
both past presidents of Ebell. (Volume VI,
"Pioneer Memories of the Santa Ana Valley"
features Mrs. Coulter who was the first
curator of Bowers Museum. )

Oldtimers will recognize many of the
artists who exhibited in the 1967 show.
They were: PAINTINGS

Mrs. Olive May Teeple Richard Preston, M.D.
Mrs. Horace Leecing Mrs. Dorothy Stanley
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Smith Mrs. David Wardell

Mrs. Jean Stout Mrs. Mae Arnold

Mr. Art Olsen Mrs. A. F. Garatto
Mrs. Ann Cheney Miss Frances Egge

Mrs. Lola Seamer Mrs. A. L. R. Marshall
Richard Garabidian, 0.D. G. Emmett Raitt, M.D.
Glen Hogle, M.D. Mrs. G. Emmett Raitt

Perry Davis, D.D.S.
Miss Esther Rideaut

Ralph E. Sterling, M.D.
Mrs. Louise Sterling

Mrs. Jane Gelinas Mrs. Flora Clendennen
Mrs. Daniel Oliver Mr. Norbert Palicki
Kurt Schnitzer, M.D. Mrs. J. R. Pahl

Mrs. Lilli Schnitzer Mrs. G. W. Leive

11

Mr. Frank Leonard Mrs. Wilbur Barr
Miss Annette Fessell Mr. Harold Gimeno
Mrs. Dean Renfro Arnold Bode, M.D.
Hester Oleweiler, M.D. Mrs. C. George Lippincott

Paul Lambert, M.D. Mrs. A. C. Venable
Mrs. Allene Brockman Marguerite Prindiville
Mr. Wilbur Barr Mrs. Glen Gardner
SCULPTURE

Peterpaul Ott
Burmese Sculpture from the collection of Mr.
William Hoy

DOLL CLUBS
Angeleno Doll Club San Fernando Doll Club
Long Beach Doll Club Poppy Doll Club

Doll Guild of California Kate Greeneaway Doll Club
Anaheim Doll Club Santa Monica Doll Club
Pasadena Doll Club Members at large U.F.D.C.

These cultural additions to these
special occasions provided an added dimen-
sion to the pleasure of the visitors, the
participants, and to the residents. How
wonderful it is that everyone can share
their mutual interests in such a way. With
good care, stimulating activities and com-
munity support we can understand why people
are living longer and enjoying life, espe-
cially here in Orange County, California.
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DR. J. M., BURLEW

Jesse M, Burlew was born October 17,
1874 in Schuyler County, New York, son of
Phineas N. and Sarah (Everts) Burlew (both
natives of New York). J. M. was the
youngest of four sons. His brother,
Frederick E., was a Los Angeles attorney,
Charles B, lived in Des Moines, Iowa, and
Emmett died of appendicitis at the age of
nineteen.

J. M., Burlew grew up in Grinnell,
Iowa and graduated from Grinnell College.
He obtained his Master's Degree from the
University of Chicago and was graduated
from Rush Medical College in 1903. 1In
September 1904 he "hung out his first
shingle'" in Santa Ana, being associated
with Dr. C. D. Ball for six years in
offices above a drugstore in the 100 block
on West Fourth Street. He moved his office
several times before locating at the north-
west corner of Eighth and Broadway.

On June 19, 1909, Dr. Burlew married
Mary Northrop, a native of Hopedale,
Massachusetts, who was a graduate nurse
of the Santa Ana Hospital. Her father,
James, was the inventor of the Northrop
Loom for weaving cotton. Dr. and Mrs.
Burlew had a son, Fred, who was graduated
from Stanford University at the age of
seventeen and then graduated from
Massachusetts Institute of Technology to
become an airplane pilot and was killed
at the age of twenty-four in an airplane
crash near Los Angeles in 1935.

Mrs. Burlew died in 1941. After her
death the handsome house at 1015 North
Broadway was sold to Dr. and Mrs. Basler.

2222 Harbor Blvd., Fullarion (714) 879-2222

100 Air-Condili.hed Rooms With Full Private Balh, Medical, Para-Medical and
Skilled Mursing Services, incl. Rehab. Treatment for Stroke and Cardiac Patients,
Post-Operative, Fraclure and Other Disabllities. Speech Therapy, Dental and
Pharmacy Service Podlalu. Occupalional, Recreational Thnugy. Other Heallh
Services and Benallls. Medicare, Privale and Medi-Cal Patients without

discriminalion as o Race, Color or éf!M.

THE BASLER HOME
AND CONVALESCENT HOSPITAL
1015 N. Broadway, Santa Ana
Esl. 1944, Orange Co.'s Oldest and Best Known.
For Convalescent and Eiderly Patiants.
(714) 542.3514

SINGING SPRINGS

CONVALESCENT HOME

12072 Trask Avenue, Garden Grove

“*A Dalightful Place To Convalesce"

Beautifully Landscaped Ground, Calm Seclusion.
(714) 534-1942

CASA PACIFICA

CONVALESCENT HOSPITAL

861 S. Harbor, Anaheim

Most Modern Mursing Techniques, Licensed Tech.
nicians, Active Rehabilitation Program Ailds In
Rapid Recovery. 14) 635-8131

SUNHAVEN

CONVALESCENT HOSPITAL

201 E. Bastanchury Rd., Fullertion

Suparior Care By Excellent Staff Have Made
Sunhaven A Long-Time Favorite Of Both Doctors
And Patients Alike, (744) B79-8960
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