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B e s s i e  Beth C o u l t e r ,  t h e  f i r s t  c u r a t o r  
of t h e  Cha r l e s  W .  Bowers Museum, w a s  born 
B e s s i e  Beth Randa l l  i n  t h e  s ta te  of Nebraska. 
The f ami ly  l i v e d  i n  t h e  s m a l l  town of Chapman 
where s h e  g radua t ed  from h igh  schoo l .  She 
t hen  went t o  Denver and g radua t ed  from t h e  

., Manual T r a i n i n g  High School.  She also grad- 
u a t e d  from t h e  Douglas County T r a i n i n g  School 
o f  Nurses i n  1909 and D r .  T a y l o r ' s  School of  
C i v i c s  and Ph i l an th ropy  i n  Chicago i n  1913. 

B e s s i e  Beth t h e n  became t h e  supe r in t end -  
e n t  of  t h e  V i s i t i n g  Nurses t  Assoc i a t i on  o f  
Omaha and e s t a b l i s h e d  a schoo l  o f  nu r s ing .  
H e r  a b i l i t y  w a s  widely  recognized  and s h e  w a s  
asked t o  r e o r g a n i z e  t h e  d i spenso ry  of  t h e  
Cre igh ton  Medical School .  L a t e r  s h e  also 
r eo rgan ized  t h e  d i spenso ry  of  t h e  Medical 
School o f  Nebraska U n i v e r s i t y ,  

On J u l y  5, 1918,  i n  S t .  Jo seph ,  Mis sou r i ,  
s h e  w a s  mar r i ed  t o  D r .  Frank C o u l t e r  o f  San ta  
Ana. H e  brought  h e r  back t o  S a n t a  Ana where 
he  b u i l t  a s p a c i o u s  C a l i f o r n i a  bungelow s t y l e  
home f o r  h e r  on South  Ross. 

M r s .  C o u l t e r  soon e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  social  
l i f e  o f  t h e  c i t y .  She became a member of  t h e  
F i r s t  P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church, s e rved  on . - t he  f i r s t  
board of  d i r e c t o r s  f o r  t h e  Y . W . C . A . ,  and w a s  
e l e c t e d  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  P.E.O. 

I t  w a s  i n  1927,  j u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  d o c t o r ' s  
d e a t h ,  t h a t  M r s .  C o u l t e r  accep t ed  t h e  p r e s i -  
dency of The E b e l l  S o c i e t y  o f  t h e  San ta  Ana 
Va l l ey ,  She s e r v e d  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r s  1927-29. 
T h i s  t a s k  proved a godsend as it he lped  h e r  
o v e r  a most d i f f i c u l t  t i m e  o f  ad jus tment  
a f t e r  t h e  d o c t o r ' s  dea th .  



In searching for a program for the 
years of her presidency, Mrs. Coulter, with 
her board of directors, decided it was time 
for the club to branch out to more cultured 
programs. As she arranged for these programs, 
she met Mr. L. E. Behymer of Los Angeles who 
helped her secure talent. He later proved a Y 

valuable friend and aid in arranging and pro- .+ 
curing artists for the Sunday afternoon con- 
certs and receptions at the museum. Among 
the artists were Mischa Elman, Carry Jacobs 
Bond, Alice Gentle, Don Blanding, and Capt. 
William A. Macquire. These famous artists 
were always entertained in the Coulter home, 
and many of these events became cherished 
memories for Mrs. Coulter. 

Mr. Coulter died in 1927. His estate 
was left in trust at the First National 
Bank at Fourth and Main Streets in Santa 
Ana, the same bank that handled the trust 
for the Bowers. Mrs. Coulter was made 
executor with the trust officers of the 
bank for the doctor's estate. The trust 
officers were especially kind to her because 
of her husband's aged mother who was now 
left in her care. 

Mrs. Coulter was well-known in the com- 
munity through her work with the Disabled 
War Veterans, Salvation Army, Ebell Society, 
the Y.W.C.A., Red Cross, the Women's Auxil- 
iary to the California Medical Society, and 
the Women's Auxiliary to the Orange County 
Medical Society. She served as first presi- 
dent for the latter, helped organize it, and 
then went on to the presidency of the. state 
organization. 

The Trust Officer of the bank, Mr. 
Prichard, knew of her activities and 

especially of the work of establishing the 
artist courses at the Ebell Club. One day 
in 1931, while having an appointment about 
the doctor's estate, Mr. Prichard made a 
comment about the fact that the museum had 
not been completed nor a curator named. 
Never dreaming that it would be taken as 
anything but a comment of interest, Mrs. 
Coulter said that.she thought the position 
of curator would be a challenging job. 
Mr. Pritchard immediately called Mr. 
Williams, the president of the bank, and 
Mr. Stephenson, the president of the his- 
torical society and the chairman of the 
board of trustees for the museum. Mrs. 
Coulter received the appointment. 

She went to the museum in 1934, only to 
find that nothing had been done to the 
inside of the building. It stood completely 
empty with not even one display shelf! She 
was given W.P.A. help which included two 
secretaries, an archeologist and a clerk. 
However, some of the other W.P.A. workers 
were very unskilled, but with them Mrs. 
Coulter was able to get the museum ready to 
open to the public by September 15, 1936. 

Mrs. Coulter strove constantly to devel- 
op an atmosphere that would inspiie a desire 
in the viewers to go on to discover for them- 
selves more about the wonderful heritage of 
Santa Ana, Orange County, and California. 

From the beginning, the board and Mrs. 
Coulter visualized a museum that would be 
like a book--a book which would not only 
tell the history of the area but would give 
a special feeling for that history and then 
make each visitor feel as though he were 



a c t u a l l y  a p a r t  o f  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  p h a s e  o f  
h i s t o r y .  T h i s  w a s  t o  be a p l a c e  o f  c u l t u r e  
--"a p l a c e  where o l d  men may dream dreams 
and where young men may c a t c h  v i s i o n s . "  

M r s .  C o u l t e r  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  museum 
must t o u c h  t h e  c h i l d r e n  i f  it was t o  be a 
l i v i n g  p a r t  of t h e  community and s h e  made 
a  s p e c i a l  e f f o r t  t o  i n v i t e  s c h o o l  g r o u p s  t o  
t h e  museum. S i n c e  s h e  had d i f f i c u l t y  g e t -  
t i n g  p u b l i c i t y  t h r o u g h  t h e  S a n t a  Ana news- 
p a p e r ,  s h e  s e n t  i n v i t a t i o n s  t o  t h e  s c h o o l s  
th roughou t  t h e  coun ty .  T h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  
museum must t o u c h  upon t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e  
s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  w a s  s o  s t r o n g  t h a t  s h e  
s e a r c h e d  h e r  mind f o r  a  way t o  i n t r i g u e  them. 
She conce ived  t h e  i d e a  of t e a c h i n g  h i s t o r y  
th rough  t h e  u s e  o f  d o l l s .  "You c a n  t e a c h  
a n y t h i n g  w i t h  t h e  u s e  of d o l l s , "  s h e  s a i d .  

The P.E.O. RECORD of May 1952 c o n t a i n -  
e d  an  a r t ic le  abou t  Mrs. Counte r .  I t  stated 
t h a t  s h e  had made t h e  museum a f o r c e f u l  
e d u c a t i o n a l  . f a c t o r  i n  t h e  community by con- 
d u c t i n g  more t h a n  two thousand  c h i l d r e n  
a n n u a l l y  t o  view p a r t i c u l a r  e x h i b i t s .  Added 
t o  t h i s  w a s  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  s h e  s p a r e d  no 
p a i n s  i n  s e c u r i n g  s i g n i f i c a n t  e x h i b i t s .  
With h e r  knowledge o f  what w a s  i m p o r t a n t  i n  
showing,  w i t h  h e r  u n u s u a l  tac t  i n  o b t a i n i n g  
t h e  l o a n  o f  v a l u a b l e  a r t i c l e s ,  and w i t h  h e r  
m e t i c u l o u s  care of e x h i b i t s ,  s h e  soon b u i l t  
a  r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  t h e  museum which b r o u g h t  
p e o p l e  from f a r  and n e a r .  The a r t ic le  also 
mentioned t h a t  it w a s  t h r o u g h  h e r  e f f o r t s  
t h a t  a  f o u n d a t i o n  had been e s t a b l i s h e d  i n s u r -  
i n g  p e r p e t u a t i o n  of t h e  e x h i b i t s .  

One o f  t h e  problems c o n f r o n t i n g  Mrs. 
C o u l t e r  w a s  t h a t  o f  s e c u r i n g  enough money t o  
i n s u r e  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  of new e x h i b i t s  

f o r  t h e  museum. I t  was soon e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  
c i t y  c o u n c i l ,  b e c a u s e  o f  p r e s s u r e  b rough t  t o  
bear, would n o t  l e v y  a t a x  which would pay 
t h e s e  e x p e n s e s .  Mrs. C o u l t e r  w r o t e  t o  many 

? museums which w e r e  c i t y  and c o u n t y  owned. 
A l l  o f  them, i n c l u d i n g  t h e  F a t h e r  S e r r a  

7 Museum o f  San Diego and t h e  County H i s t o r i c a l  
Museum o f  Los Ange les ,  a d v i s e d  h e r  t o  e s t a b -  
l i s h  a f o u n d a t i o n .  

A c t i n g  on  t h e  a d v i c e  o f  t h e  c u r a t o r s  of 
t h e  v a r i o u s  museums, M r s .  Coun te r  began h e r  
campaign t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n .  I n  
1947 ,  t h e  Articles of  I n c o r p o r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  
f o u n d a t i o n  were w r i t t e n  by A t t o r n e y  C h a r l e s  
W .  Swanner and s i g n e d  by George S. Smi th ,  
Herbert P.  Rankin ,  R. B. Newcom, Lulu  M .  
M i n t e r ,  E .  B. Sprague ,  S t e l l a  May Nau, and 
D r .  H a r r i e t  C l i n e  Bigham on October 1 7 ,  1947.  

These  s e v e n  p e o p l e  who became t h e  first 
board  o f  directors o f  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  had 
been p e r s o n a l l y  i n t e r v i e w e d  and a s k e d  t o  
s e r v e  by M r s .  Coun te r .  D r .  Righam s a i d  s h e  
d i d  n o t  know how M r s .  C o u l t e r  a r r i v e d  a t  
t h e s e  c h o i c e s  b u t  s h e  a lways  f e l t  t h a t  M r s .  
C o u l t e r  had a g r e a t  n a t u r a l  a b i l i t y  for  
c h o o s i n g  t h e  r i g h t  p e o p l e .  D r .  Bigham a l s o  
s t a t e d  t h a t  M r s .  C o u l t e r  had  an a n a l y t i c a l  
mind and w a s  v e r y  m e t h o d i c a l  i n  what s h e  d i d .  
D r .  Bigham f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  
was M r s .  C o u l t e r ' s  c h i l d  a l l  t h e  way, and 
t h a t  s h e  a c t e d  i n  1947 t o  g e t  it s t a r t e d  
toward p r o c u r i n g  t h e  Sherman S t e v e n s  a r t  
c o l l e c t i o n .  M r .  S t e v e n s  was u n w i l l i n g  t o  
l e a v e  t h e  a r t  t o  t h e  museum b e c a u s e  it was 
c i t y  owned and h e  w a s  a f r a i d  t h e  c i t y  c o u n c i l  
would feel  t h a t  t h e  members owned t h e  a r t .  
However, h e  was w i l l i n g  t o  l e a v e  t h e  p i c t u r e s  
t o  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  w a s  ' k e p t  i n t a c t .  



The f o u n d a t i o n  w a s  a n o n - p r o f i t  corpo-  
r a t i o n  formed main ly  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  
p u r c h a s i n g  and a c q u i r i n g  o r  r e c e i v i n g  and 
a c c e p t i n g  g i f t s  o f  r e a l  and p e r s o n a l  prop-  
e r t y  and t o  c o n s t r u c t  p l a c e s  f o r  t h e  
p r e s e r v a t i o n  and hous ing  o f  t h e  e x h i b i t s .  

The t a s k  o f  p r o c u r i n g  and d i s p l a y i n g  
rel ics and a r t i f a c t s  w a s  n o t  o n l y  t h e  most 
i n t e r e s t i n g  o f  t h e  j o b s  connec ted  w i t h  t h e  
museum b u t  it w a s  t h e  m o s t  e x a c t i n g  and t i m e  
consuming; however,  t h i s  w a s  j u s t  t h e  k i n d  
o f  work M r s .  C o u l t e r  c o n s i d e r e d  wor thwhi le .  
T h i s  w a s  work t h a t  w a s  i n t e r e s t i n g  and 
e x a c t i n g ,  and it r e q u i r e d  t h e  g i v i n g  o f  
h e r s e l f  f o r  o t h e r s .  

A l m o s t  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  had t o  b e  b r o u g h t  
i n t o  t h e  museum w a s  b r o u g h t  by M r s .  C o u l t e r  
i n  h e r  own c a r .  She d r o v e  a l a r g e  C h r y s l e r  
c a r  w i t h  a l a r g e  t r u n k .  I n  t h e  t r u n k  s h e  
c a r r i e d  t h i n g s  i n  which t o  pack t h e  o b j e c t s .  
I t  was one  o f  h e r  c a r d i n a l  r u l e s  t h a t  
p e o p l e ' s  p r i c e l e s s  p o s s e s s i o n s  s h o u l d  b e  
hand led  w i t h  t h e  u tmost  care and s h e  packed 
t h i n g s  a c c o r d i n g l y .  Even f o r  a s h o r t  t r i p  
t h i n g s  w e r e  wrapped and wrapped. Always i n  
t h e  t r u n k  o f  h e r  car were a l l  k i n d s  o f  
wrapping and p a c k i n g  materials even t o  a 
down c o m f o r t e r .  

D r .  Bigham, who s e r v e d  as s e c r e t a r y  f o r  
t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  twen ty  y e a r s ,  s a i d  M r s .  
C o u l t e r  b e l i e v e d  s h e  c o u l d  n o t  a s k  p e o p l e  
f o r  t h i n g s  i f  s h e  d i d  n o t  t a k e  good care o f  
them. I t  w a s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h i s  c a r e f u l  hand- 
l i n g  and t h e  methods o f  p r o p e r  d i s p l a y  t h a t  
t h e  museum g o t  o f f  t o  s u c h  a good s t a r t .  I n  
t h i s  r e g a r d ,  D r .  Bigham w r o t e  t h i s  t o  t h e  
w r i t e r :  

M r s .  C o u l t e r ' s  d i g n i t y  o f  c h a r a c t e r  and 
p e r s o n a l i t y  was p a r t i c u l a r 1  y e x e m p l i f i e d  i n  
her a t t i t u d e  towards  a l l  who v i s i t e d  the 
museum. 

S h e  s p o k e  a common language  o f  f r i e n d s h i p  
and g i v i n g  o f  h e r s e l f  whe ther  the museum 
g u e s t s  were  s e v e n  or s e v e n t y .  

The  planned method o f  group d i s p l a y i n g  o f  
r e l a t e d  a r t i c l e s  gave  emphas i s  and s i g n i f i c a n c e  
t o  their h i s t o r i c a l  v a l u e  and t o  the e a r l y  saga 
o f  Orange Coun ty .  

S h e  prepared e a c h  exhibit w i t h  the same 
c a r e  and s k i l l  wh ich  a gem s m i t h  m i g h t  u s e  i n  
p r e p a r i n g  his  gems. 

I t  was this  c a r e  and a t t e n t i o n  t o  d e t a i l s  
s u c h  a s  t h e , l i t t l e  memorandums w h i c h  accom- 
panied many o f  the exhibits t h a t  prompted e a r l y  
settlers t o  p a r t  w i t h  their h i s t o r i c a l  posses -  
sions and a r t i f a c t s .  

During her more t h a n  t w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s  a s  
c u r a t o r  there were  v e r y  few a r t i c l e s  a t  the 
museum which  she had not b r o u g h t  i n  her own 
c a r ,  and there were  more t h a n  t h i r t y  thousand 
a r t i c l e s  a t  the museum d u r i n g  her c u r a t o r s h i p .  

Our c o u n t y  a s  w e l l  a s  S a n t a  Ana owes M r s .  
C o u l t e r  a d e b t  o f  g r a t i t u d e  f o r  the permanent 
r e c o r d  o f  the e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  Orange County  
w h i c h  may be found a t  the museum. 

M r s . C o u l t e r  t o l d  t h e  s t o r y  o f ' a n  o l d  
s i l k  p a r t y  d r e s s  g i v e n  t o  t h e  museum by t h e  
Yorba f a m i l y .  I t  had been s t o r e d  away f o r  
many y e a r s .  F e a r f u l  t h a t  an  i r o n  might  h u r t  
it s h e  and h e r  s e c r e t a r y ,  M r s .  Thomas, 
p r e s s e d  it by c a r e f u l l y  r u n n i n g  t h e i r  hands  
o v e r  t h e  f o l d s  a g a i n  and a g a i n .  I n  t h e  
p o c k e t s  t h e y  w e r e  s u r p r i s e d  and d e l i g h t e d  t o  
f i n d  c o n f e t t i  almost s u r e l y  from t h e  
c a s c a r o n e s  ( c o n f e t t i  e g g s )  which w e r e  s o  
o f t e n  u s e d  by t h e  Mexicans a t  t h e i r  p a r t i e s .  



One of  t h e  most v a l u a b l e  and i n t e r e s t i n g  
a r t i f a c t s  i n  t h e  museum is t h e  s t a t u e  o f  
S a i n t  Anthony d e  Padua.  T h i s  hand-carved 
wooden s t a t u e  was p r e s e n t e d  t o  Don Tomas 
Yorba by t h e  m i s s i o n  a t  San Juan  C a p i s t r a n o  
i n  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  h e l p  Yorba gave  t h e  
m i s s i o n .  H e  had h e l p e d  t o  r e p l e n i s h  t h e  m i s -  
s i o n  h e r d  af ter  t h e  1830 d r o u g h t .  The s t a t u e  
w a s  p l a c e d  i n  t h e  c h a p e l  o f  t h e  Yorba home. 

S a i n t  Anthony was a h e a l i n g  s a i n t .  When- 
e v e r  anyone w a s  ill a s m a l l  s i l v e r  p i e c e  
r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  body t h a t  w a s  
a f f l i c t e d  w a s  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  r o p e  around t h e  
w a i s t  o f  t h e  s t a t u e .  Each m i l a g r o s a  w a s  p u t  
t h e r e  as t h e  p e r s o n  a f f l i c t e d  approached t h e  
a l t a r  w i t h  bowed head and t h e n  k n e l t  i n  
p r a y e r  a s k i n g  f o r  a q u i c k  r e c o v e r y .  I n d i a n  
workers  as w e l l  as members of  t h e  f a m i l y  
b rough t  t h e  s i l v e r  p i e c e s  t o  t h e  a l ta r .  

I 
These  s i l v e r  p i e c e s  are still on t h e  

s t a t u e  a l t h o u g h  t h e  o r i g i n a l  r o p e  had t o  be 
r e p l a c e d .  . A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  M r s .  C o u l t e r ,  who 
a lways  s t r o v e  t o  do t h i n g s  i n  t h e  p r o p e r  man- 
n e r ,  f e l t  s h e  must have a C a t h o l i c  p r i e s t  
bless t h e  r o p e .  She  a s k e d  F a t h e r  Joseph  
Thompson, a F r a n c i s c a n  f a t h e r  and t h e  g r e a t  
grandson o f  Don J o s e  d e  l a  Guer ra  y Nor iago ,  
t o  bless t h e  new r o p e .  T h i s  seemed a f i t t i n g  

' 1 ceremony f o r  t h e  S a i n t  Anthony s t a t u e .  

When M r s .  C o u l t e r  f i r s t  h e a r d  of  t h e  
s t a t u e  s h e  approached t h e  Yorba f a m i l y  abou t  
t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of  i ts b e i n g  on d i s p l a y  a t  
t h e  museum. I t  w a s  e i g h t e e n  y e a r s  b e f o r e  
t h e  f a m i l y  c o n s e n t e d .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  it w a s  
 resented t o  t h e  museum by R o s i t a  Yorba Locke, 

Mrs. C o u l t e r  d e c i d e d  t h e  bes t  way t o  
d i s p l a y  t h e  s t a t u e  was t o  p u t  it i n  a n i c h e  
i n  t h e  main c o r r i d o r  f l a n k e d  by a p a i r  of  
a n t i q u e  t o r c h i e r s .  These  t o r c h i e r s  were 
bought  by Mrs. C o u l t e r  from a Pasadena  a n t i q u e  
d e a l e r  who had a consignment  from t h e  Hearst 
c o l l e c t i o n  which w a s  t o  be s o l d  a t  a u c t i o n .  
A s  s h e  w a s  m o s t  a n x i o u s  t o  have  t h i s  p a r t i c -  
u l a r  p a i r ,  t h e y  w e r e  bought  by making a n  o f f e r  
b e f o r e  t h e  a u c t i o n .  Then Mrs. C o u l t e r ,  t h e  
p e r f e c t i o n i s t ,  a g a i n  r e a c h e d  i n t o  h e r  own 
p o c k e t  and s p e n t  t h i r t y - f i v e  dol la rs  t o  have  
t h e  t o r c h i e r s  restored t o  p e r f e c t  c o n d i t i o n .  
To g e t  t h e  p r o p e r  c a n d l e s  f o r  t h e  t o r c h i e r s  
Mrs. C o u l t e r  d r o v e  t o  O l v e r a  S t r e e t  and 
o r d e r e d  beeswax c a n d l e s  e s p e c i a l l y  made. To 
h e r  s u r p r i s e  e a c h  c a n d l e  weighed t w e l v e  
pounds,  as s h e  soon d i s c o v e r e d  when s h e  
e x p e r i e n c e d  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  c a r r y i n g  t h e  two 
c a n d l e s  from t h e  shop  t o  t h e  car i n  t h e  park-  
i n g  l o t .  

Now, a t  l a s t ,  t h e  p r e c i o u s  S a i n t  Anthony 
would be d i s p l a y e d  i n  a s e t t i n g  b e f i t t i n g  i ts 
h i s t o r y .  

A s  t h e  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  s t o o d  b e f o r e  t h i s  
s t a t u e  i n  t h e  museum, M r s .  C o u l t e r  somehow 
conveyed t h e  f e e l i n g  of a n t i q u i t y , a n d  c u l t u r -  
a l  h e r i t a g e  t h a t  went w i t h  it.  A s  t h e y  
t r o u p e d  i n t o  t h e  Span i sh  room a l l  t h e  c h i l d -  
r e n  of  S p a n i s h  and Mexican background w e r e  
g i v e n  s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  and t o l d  how proud 
t h e y  s h o u l d  be of t h e i r  background.  I t  was 
n o t  u n u s u a l  t o  h e a r  a t  t h a t  t i m e  some c h i l d  
who had been ashamed o f  h i s  background s t a t e  
t h a t  h e  w a s  a descendan t  of  t h e  Dominquezes, 
t h e  Yorbas ,  o r  t h e  Sepu lvadas .  One c o u l d  See 
t h e s e  shy  c h i l d r e n  h o l d  t h e i r  h e a d s  a b i t  
h i g h e r  and walk  w i t h  a p r o u d e r  s t e p .  



I n  o r d e r  t o  g e t  more p u b l i c i t y  for  t h e  
museum Mrs. C o u l t e r  f e l t  s h e  must c a t c h  t h e  
i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n .  She  d id  
n o t  recall j u s t  what gave  h e r  t h e  i d e a  b u t  
s h e  d e c i d e d  t o  have a d o l l  e x h i b i t ,  an  
e x h i b i t  i n  which t h e  d o l l s  would be d r e s s e d  
i n  cos tumes  o f  a l l  n a t i o n s .  She  would i n v i t e  
t h e  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  and p e r s o n a l l y  g u i d e  them 
t h r o u g h  t h e  rooms. The i n v i t a t i o n s ,  or  
n o t i c e s ,  w e r e  t o  be made as s p a r k l i n g  as  pos- 
s ible t o  a t t ract  t h e  c h i l d r e n .  H e r  t a l k  as 
s h e  conducted  t h e  c h i l d r e n  t h r o u g h  t h e  museum 
began w i t h  Mexico b e c a u s e  Mexico w a s  t h e  
mother  c o u n t r y  o f  C a l i f o r n i a .  She l e c t u r e d  
t h e  c h i l d r e n  as i f  t h e y  w e r e  on a t r i p ,  even 
t e l l i n g  them t o  p r e t e n d  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  i n  
deck c h a i r s  on a s h i p .  Then s h e  p roceeded  
t o  g i v e  t h e  c h i l d r e n  a m e n t a l  p i c t u r e  of t h e  
h i s t o r y  and geography o f  s i x t e e n  d i f f e r e n t  
c o u n t r i e s .  

T h i s  first d o l l  e x h i b i t  h e l d  i n  t h e  
s p r i n g  o f  1941 w a s  such  a  s u c c e s s ,  and s h e  
en joyed  t h e  work w i t h  it and t h e  r e a c t i o n  
o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  s o  much, t h a t  s h e  r e p e a t e d  
it i n  1942. And from t h e n  on a s  l o n g  as s h e  
was a t  t h e  museum, it w a s  an a n n u a l  e v e n t  
w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of t h e  w a r  y e a r s  when w i t h  
t h e  h e l p  o f  t h e  E i g h t h  A i r  F o r c e  B a s e  Head- 
q u a r t e r s  i n  S a n t a  Ana s h e  had d i s p l a y s  and 
gave t a l k s  on i d e n t i f y i n g  a i r p l a n e s .  

She  became s o  e n t h u s i a s t i c  abou t  t h e  
d o l l s  t h a t  s h e  s p e n t  l o n g  h o u r s  s t u d y i n g  and 
r e s e a r c h i n g  f o r  d i s p l a y s .  I f  s h e  w a s  g o i n g  
t o  d i s p l a y  d o l l s ,  t h e  e x h i b i t s  must c o n s i s t  
of  f i n e  d o l l s  as viewed from a c o l l e c t o r ' s  
p o i n t  of  v iew.  

About t h i s  t i m e  s h e  r e a d  i n  a magazine 
t h a t  Helen Armitage ,  an Al tadena  woman, d i d  
hand c r a f t e d  m i n i a t u r e  f u r n i t u r e .  She  c a l l e d  

M i s s  Armitage a n d ,  a f ter  s e e i n g  h e r  e x q u i s -  
i t e l y  c a r v e d  f u r n i t u r e ,  knew t h a t  s h e  must 
have  some f o r  h e r  e x h i b i t s .  

I n  one  r e s p e c t ,  M r s .  C o u l t e r  and M i s s  
Armitage w e r e  a l i k e - - i n  p e r s o n a l i t y .  Both 
w e r e  p e r f e c t i o n i s t s  and w e r e  n o t  s a t i s f i e d  
w i t h  work u n t i l  it was c o r r e c t  i n  e v e r y  
d e t a i l .  T h i s  l i k e n e s s  i n  c h a r a c t e r  a t t rac t -  
ed t h e  women t o  e a c h  o t h e r  and t h e i r  f r i e n d -  
s h i p  l a s t e d  a l l  t h e i r  l i v e s .  

On one  o c c a s i o n  M r s .  C o u l t e r  r e a d  o f  a 
Los Angeles  man who had made some wax f i g u r e s  
of Queen E l i z a b e t h  o f  England.  She  asked  i f  
s h e  might  d i s p l a y  one.  P e r m i s s i o n  g r a n t e d ,  
s h e  p l a c e d  it i n  a l a r g e  g l a s s  c a s e  i n  t h e  
f i r s t  room. The t h o u g h t  t h e n  came t o  h e r  
t h a t  t h e  Queen might  l i k e  t o  see a p i c t u r e  
o f  t h e  d i s p l a y .  M r s .  C o u l t e r  s e n t  o n e  and 
t h e  Queen wrote h e r  a le t ter  i n  a p p r e c i a t i o n .  

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  World War I1 ended ,  Lady 
Montbat ten  w r o t e  a s k i n g  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  on 
t h e  d i s p l a y  of d o l l s .  She  wanted t o  have  a 
d o l l  e x h i b i t  i n  London t o  raise money t o  a i d  
t h e  b l i n d .  Somehow, even i n  England,  p e o p l e  
had h e a r d  o f  M r s .  C o u l t e r  and h e r  d o l l  
e x h i b i t s .  

The d o l l  e x h i b i t s  b r o u g h t  many p e o p l e  
t o  t h e  museum. One d a y ,  Halle B l a k e l y ,  a 
young l a d y  i n  h e r  e a r l y  t h i r t i e s ,  came i n  
l o o k i n g  fo r  someone who might  buy h e r  d o l l s .  
She  c a r r i e d  abou t  twen ty  of them i n  a b ig  
c a r d b o a r d  box. She  w a s  v e r y  n e r v o u s  and 
h i g h  s t r u n g  though o b v i o u s l y  of an a r t i s t i c  
n a t u r e .  M r s .  C o u l t e r  l a te r  l e a r n e d  t h a t  
M i s s  B l a k e l y  had worked i n  t h e  a r t  depar tment  
o f  B a r k e r  B r o t h e r s  b i g  f u r n i t u r e  s t o r e  i n  LOS 
Angeles .  The war had caused  h e r  t o  l o s e  h e r  



p o s i t i o n  as t h e r e  w a s  no l o n g e r  need f o r  t h e  
k i n d  o f  work s h e  was do ing .  She had gone t o  
work i n  a w a r  p l a n t ,  a j o b  f o r  which s h e  w a s  
u n f i t .  T h i s  work had c a u s e d  h e r  t o  have  a 
ne rvous  breakdown. While  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  
h e r  f r i e n d s  had b rough t  h e r  p i e c e s  o f  b r i g h t  
c o l o r e d  s i l k .  The c o l o r s  h e l p e d  b u t  i t  w a s  
m o s t l y  t h e  f e e l  o f  t h e  material t h a t  com- 
f o r t e d  h e r .  She  soon conce ived  t h e  i d e a  o f  
f a s h i o n i n g  d o l l s  from t h e  p i e c e s .  

When M i s s  B l a k e l y  came t o  t h e  museum 
M r s .  C o u l t e r  s e n s e d  s h e  needed h e l p .  The 
d o l l s  w e r e  made o f  c l o t h  and were n o t  o f  t h e  
q u a l i t y  t h a t  M r s .  C o u l t e r  r e q u i r e d  f o r  h e r  
e x h i b i t s .  However, s h e  w a s  s p a r e d  t h e  
n e c e s s i t y  o f  t e l l i n g  Halle t h a t  b e c a u s e  t h e  
d o l l  e x h i b i t  w a s  o v e r  f o r  t h e  y e a r .  M r s .  
C o u l t e r  f e l t  s h e  must somehow h e l p  t h i s  
young woman. She remembered a  l a d y  i n  
Anaheim o f  whom s h e  had hea rd .  T h i s  l a d y  
c o l l e c t e d  d o l l s .  She w a s  s imply  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  d o l l s  and n o t  i n  s u p e r i o r  q u a l i t y .  A s  
M r s ,  C o u l t e r  made t h e  phone ca l l  t h e  t h o u g h t  
k e p t  r e p e a t i n g  i t s e l f ,  "She is  a s k i n g  f o r  
b r e a d  and I a m  o f f e r i n g  h e r  a s t o n e ,  She  
is a s k i n g  f o r  b r e a d  and I am o f f e r i n g  h e r  a 
s t o n e .  , . t 1 

The l a d y  i n  Anaheim w a s  i n t e r e s t e d  and 
s h e  d i d  buy t h e  d o l l s .  But b e f o r e  M i s s  
B l a k e l y  l e f t  t h e  museum, M r s .  C o u l t e r  sug- 
g e s t e d  t h a t  s h e  t r y  making d o l l s  o f  ceramics. 

M i s s  B l a k e l y  a c t e d  on  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  
and t h e  n e x t  y e a r  came back w i t h  a d o l l  
which w a s  o f  s u p e r i o r  q u a l i t y .  T h i s  o n e  w a s  
d i s p l a y e d  and b e f o r e  t h e  e x h i b i t  w a s  o v e r  
s h e  had o r d e r s  f o r  1 0 0  d o l l s  a t  s i x t y - f i v e  
d o l l a r s  each .  The f i r s t  d o l l ,  however,  was 
g iven  t o  M r s .  C o u l t e r ,  who p r i z e d  i t  h i g h l y .  

From t h i s  b e g i n n i n g ,  M i s s  B l a k e l y  went 
on t o  open a shop  i n  Hollywood and became 
one  o f  t h e  l e a d i n g  d o l l  makers  i n  t h e  Uni ted  
S t a t e s .  I n  J a n u a r y  1955 t h e  magazine 
ANTIQUES p r i n t e d  an  a r t ic le  on DOLL RARITIES 
I N  AMERICAN COLLECTIONS. The a r t ic le  con- 
t a i n e d  p i c t u r e s  of  d o l l  e x h i b i t s  s e n t  t o  
them by Mrs. Coulter.  I n c l u d e d  w e r e  p i c t u r e s  
o f  t h e  Halle B l a k e l y  f i g u r e s  o f  Napoleon and 
J o s e p h i n e  which w e r e  e x h i b i t e d  w i t h  a minia-  
t u r e  c a r r i a g e  t h a t  had be longed  t o  Napoleon 
and had been e x h i b i t e d  i n  P a r i s .  

A f t e r  World War I1 t h e  D o l l  C lubs  formed 
t h e  U n i t e d  F e d e r a t i o n  of  D o l l  Clubs .  The 
E i g h t h  Annual Convention o f  t h e  F e d e r a t i o n  
w a s  t o  b e  h e l d  a t  t h e  S h e r a t o n  P a l a c e  Hotel 
i n  San F r a n c i s c o  from August 7 t o  August 11, 
1957. B e f o r e  f i n a l  a r rangements  w e r e  made 
f o r  t h e  West Coast, t h e  committee wrote t o  
M r s .  C o u l t e r  t o  a s k  h e r  t o  h o l d  over t h e  
s p r i n g  show u n t i l  August so t h a t  t h e  members 
c o u l d  come t o  S a n t a  Ana t o  see it. 

The F o u r t e e n t h  Annual Convention o f  
D o l l  Clubs  w a s  h e l d  from August 1 4  t o  August 
18, 1963  i n  Los Angeles .  Mrs. C o u l t e r ,  t o  
h e r  s u r p r i s e  and p l e a s u r e ,  w a s  a s k e d  t o  b e  
g u e s t  o f  honor f o r  t h e  f i v e  d a y s .  On page  
f o u r t e e n  o f  t h e  program f o r  t h a t  y e a r  was 
M r s .  C o u l t e r ' s  p i c t u r e  and an  a r t ic le  
headed "A T r e a s u r e d  F r i e n d  o f  a l l  D o l l  C o l -  
lectors." T h i s  honor  w a s  p a i d  t o  h e r  t h r e e  
y e a r s  a f t e r  h e r  r e t i r e m e n t  from t h e  museum 
i n  1960. 

And so M r s .  Cou l t e r ,who  i n  t h e  beg in -  
n i n g  had u s e d  d o l l s  t o  i n t r i g u e  t h e  c h i l d r e n  
o f  t h e  area, ended h e r  career as an a u t h o r -  
i t y  i n  t h e  wor ld  o f  d o l l s .  Through t h e  
r e s p e c t  d o l l  l o v e r s  had f o r  M r s .  C o u l t e r  s h e  
i n a d v e r t e n t l y  g a i n e d  something else s h e  
e a r n e s t l y  d e s i r e d - - p u b l i c i t y  f o r  t h e  museum. 
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