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MY SANTA ANA HERITAGE -- ----- --- -------- 

THE ROSS FAMILIES QF SANTA ANA --- ---- -------- 
~ e p t e m b e r  7, 1868, the Ross families 

came into the Santa Ana area. There were 
four covered wagons, each pulled by a 
six-horse team of Eastern plough horses. 
Three of the wagons had a cow 'tied to 
the back and my grandmother, Sarah Ross 
-(wife of Josiah) had a cow and a heifer 
calf. Sarah and Joe had two small child- 
ren. Elizabeth was five months and Uriah 
was about a year and a half. 

Jacob R. Ross, patriach of the group, 
had met with the Yorba boys in the fall 
of 1867 to discuss buying their shares 
in the Rancho de Santiago de Santa Ana 
when the District Court had settled the 
boundaries. He met with Prudencia, 
Vincente, Marcos a n d R a m u n d o  Yorba and 
they agreed to meet him the next spring 
at Isaas Helman's store.in Los Angeles 
to sign the deeds and to accept payment. 
There were no banks in Los Angeles at 
that time and Hellman was the foreru'nner 
of the escrow officials. 

On May 28, 1868, Jacob R. Ross met 
with these parties and paid $437.50 to 
each person for his share or expectancy 
in the rancho. These deeds were filed 
with T. D. Mott, County Recorder of. 
Los Angeles, at that time. 

Since only one day remained before 



the opening of the first bank in Los 
Angeles, Jacob Ross stayed over in order 
to attend the opening of the banking house 
of Hellman and Telman and Co. He returned 
to Northern California to tell his family 
that he had found some land to buy. 

September 12, 1868, the decree of 
the Seventeenth District Judicial Court 
awarded Jacob R. Ross his tract of land. 

One of the first things that the 
families did upon arriving in the area 
was to put up ropc corrals for the stock. 
Then they took the steel hoops off the 
schooner of Josiah and the canvas and went 
to Anaheim Landing to get lumber to build 
a shelter for Sarah and her small children. 
All the men pitched in to get it built 
before the rains came and to protect the 
small family from the fierce winds. This 
house was built of up-and-down boards with 
batten over the cracks. It was twenty by 
eighteen feet, and at first only had canvas 
over the windows and doors. There was much 
work to be done, and first, of course, a 
large space had to be cleared of brush and 
cactus and mustard. A fire break was 
ploughed around their camping area. 
Jacob, Sr., Elizabeth and Christiana lived 
in their wagon until later in 1869 when 
the men all helped to build a home for 
them at Twelfth and Bristol Streets. 
Samuel and Catherine lived in their covered 
wagon until 1870, getting their crops in 
first. Jacob, Jr. lived in his wagon 
and took his meals with other members of 

the family until things were more settled. 

Grandmother Sarah's house was on 
West Seventeenth Street at about where 
Towner Street is today. It was set back 
from the section line about 3 0 0  feet. 
There was a box well at the back door with 
a bucket and a dipper close by. There 
was a shed for the stock and a corral for 
the horses and her cow and calf. 

The Indians in the area had campsites 
in Newport Beach area and on the Costa Mesa 
bluffs, Huntington Beach P'alisades and in 
the Wintersburg District. They used to 
skirt the more populated town and ride 
their ponies to Grandma's back door to beg 
for "panU on "fire sticks." She readily 
gave them biscuits, sametimes a little 
coffee and was friendly to them. They 
never came empty handed. Sometimes thqy 
would bring a young rabbit or a few quail 
and sometimes a wild duck. 

Many times they would ride in on their 
horses and peek over the canvas. This 
frightened the children. The Indians were 
very curious. They would sometimes walk 
in the house without knocking and just 
sit and watch. Once an old Indian woman 
spit out some coffee Grandma had given 
her because she didn't have any sugar to 
put in it. 

Samuel and Catherine, Jacob R. Ross,,Sr. 
and Elizabeth and Christiana and Jacob, Jr. 
all lived in their wagons until the first 
crops had been planted. At first, they 
formed sort of a communal living style, 



all helping to clear the land, plant, and 
take care of the stock. All the men had 
pitched in to build the house for Sarah. 

They had to plough a large space 1 
I 

around their camp because of the danger 
of fire; and, also, because of the pre- 

I 
valence of rattle snakes. At first, they i 
also had to post a guard at night. The . I  
natives were resentful of the new settlers, l 

and there were hundreds of loose cattle 
and wild mustags foraging the countryside. 

There were wild grapes hanging from 
the oak and sycamore trees in the Orange 
County park area, and they made all-day 
trips to gather these to make vinegar and 
wine. Blackberries grew along the riverbed 
and were gathered for pies and jams. Wild 
game was plentiful and helped out on their 
food supply. Ducks and geese provided them 
with meat and feathers and down for pillows 
and feather beds. Thirty-nine acres of 
olives and almonds had been abandoned on 
the old Bacon ranch in San Juan Capistrano 
and were to be had for the picking. Some 
of the wild mustard stalks were large 
enough to use for firewood. The cactus 
had to be grubbed out and hauled off; it 
did not burn well. When the families went 
on all-day trips or longer distances, one 
wagon w i t h ~ t h e  men in it was sent ahead 
to break a trail for the wagons following. 

The first months were difficult for 
the settlers. People and animals suffered 
alike, the summers were hot and dry,. and 

there was no shade or refrigeration. 
Rabbits ate the crops; coyotes and hawks 
were a threat to the chickens. Grandma 
Sarah said that when they first arrived, 
there was "nothing but mustard and cactus 
as far as the eye could see." 

The wide fire breaks which had been 
ploughed around the living area caused a 
problem of dust and dirt, especially when 
the winds blew. Cows gave very little 
milk. 

During the summer of 1869 Sarah's 
little boy died, and Samuel's first-born 
son died of summer complaint. They were 
both buried on part of Jacob Jr.'s land at 
Eighth and Ross Streets. During the next 
few years, more bodies were buried there 
and it was soon called the cemetery. About 
1875, Jacob Ross, Jr. deeded this two-acre 
plot to the Masons as a Masonic Cemetery. 
In 6877 and 1878, the city decided that 
it was too close to a growing city and had 
it moved to the Fairhaven address. 

My grandmother, Sarah, had a small, 
sheet iron stove on which she did 'most of 
her cooking and a boiler that could be 
used over an outdoor fire. She had her 
large crock of running yeast which she had 
used all across the plains. She had two 
ten-gallon kegs for water and tin cups and 
pewter plated. They had brought dismantled 
tools, plow shares, shovel heads, ax(-heads, 
whet stones and assorted blacksmith equip- 
ment and extra harness fittings. The men 
quickly gathered wood to make new handles 



f o r  t h e s e  s o  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  b e  u s e d .  

W i l d  p i g s  w e r e  p r e v a l e n t  a n d  m e n a c e d  
t h e  c h i c k e n s .  T h e  R o s s  f a m i l i e s  d u g  
t r e n c h e s  a r o u n d  t h e  c h i c k e n  c o r r a l  a n d  
f i l l e d  t h e s e  d i t c h e s  w i t h  a  s o l u t i o n  o f  
l y e  w h i c h  t h e y  c a l l e d  " h i g h  1 i E e Y L t  a n d  
w h e n  t h e  p i g s  g o t  t h e i r  s n o o t s  i n t o  t h i s ,  
t h e y  l e f t .  

O n c e  o r  t w i c e  a  y e a r  G r a n d m a  a n d  t h e  
g i r l s  w e n t  o n  a l l - d a y  t r i p s  t o  t h e  b e a c h  
t o  g a t h e r  " b e a n  c l a m s "  w h i c h  w e r e  n o t  
much b i g g e r  t h a n  a  f i n g e r  n a i l .  T h e  s a n d s  
w e r e  c o v e r e d  w i t h  t h e m  a n d  t h e y  s h o v e l e d  
t h e s e  i n t o  s a c k s  a n d  p o u n d e d  t h e m  i n t o  
l i m e  f o r  t h e  c h i c k e n  y a r d s .  

I n  F e b r u a r y  o f  1 8 7 1  t h e  s m a l l  t o w n  
o f  S a n t a  Ana h a d  o n e  h u n d r e d  a n d  f i f t y  
r e s i d e n t s .  On O c t o b e r  2 9 ,  1 8 6 9 ,  J a c o b  
R .  R o s s  a n d  Anna  C h a v e z  c o n v e y e d  t o  Ward  
B r a d f o r d  a n d  W i l l i a m  S p u r g e o n ,  7 4 . 2 7  a c r e s  
f o r  $ 5 9 4 .  On A p r i l  1 6 ,  1 8 7 0 ,  t h e  t w o  men 
d i v i d e d  t h i s  t r a c t ,  B r a d f o r d  t a k i n g  t h e  
w e s t  f o r t y  a c r e s .  S p u r g e o n ' s  p l o t  f o r  
t h e  t o w n  w a s  f i l e d  D e c e m b e r  1 3 ,  1 8 7 0 .  

M o s t  o f  t h e  r a n c h e r s  a n d  f a r m e r s  
t r a d e d  w i t h  M r .  L .  G i l m a c h e r  o n  W e s t  
F o u r t h  S t r e e t  b e c a u s e  h e  w o u l d  g i v e  t h e m  
c r e d i t  u n t i l  t h e i r  c r o p s  w e r e  h a r v e s t e d  
a n d  s o l d .  

I n  1 8 7 3 ,  a  [ : r a v e l i n g  p r e a c h e r  c o n - ,  
d u c t e d  c h u r c h  s e r v i c e s  a n d  a b a p t i s m  o n  
F i r s t  S t r e e t  w h e r e  t h e r e  w a s  a  s h a l l o w  
s p o t  i n  t h e  S a n t a  Ana R i v e r .  My g r a n d m o t h e q  

S a r a h  R o s s ,  a n d  h e r  d a u g h t e r ,  a g e  f i v e  
y e a r s ,  w e r e  b o t h  b a p t i z e d  i n  t h e  r i v e r .  
S h e  s a i d  t h a t  i t  w a s  a  " g r e a t  d a y  o f  
r e j o i c i n g . "  Many o t h e r s  w e r e  b a p t i z e d .  

G r a n d m a  s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  many 
d i s a p p o i n t m e n t s  a n d  m u c h  h a r d s h i p ,  b u t  
t h a t  i f  " y o u  t u r n e d  y o u r  f a c e  t o  t h e  
s u n ,  t h e  s h a d o w s  w o u l d  f a l l  b e h i n d . "  

I n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1 8 7 4 ,  J a c o b  R o s s , J r ;  
s o l d  f o u r  a c r e s  a t  H i c k e y  ( E i g h t h )  S t r e e t  
a n d  F l o w e r  S t r e e t s  t o  J a m e s  L .  G a r n s e y  o f  
S a n t a  C l a r a ,  f o r  a  b r i c k  y a r d .  J a c o b  
s a i d  t h i s  l a n d  w a s  n o t  g o o d  f o r  a n y t h i n g  
e l s e  b e c a u s e  i t  b a c k e d  u p  t o  t h e  c e m e t e r y  
a t  M i c k e y  a n d  R o s s .  C o l u m b u s  T u s t i n  h e a r d  
o f  t h e  p l a n  t o  b u i l d  a  b r i c k  y a r d  a n d  
o f f e r e d  Mr. G a r n s e y  f i v e  a c r e s  f o r  f r e e  
i n  T u s t i n  i f  o n l y  G a r n s e y  w o u l d  b u i l d  h i s  
b r i c k  y a r d  t h e r e .  Mr. G a r n s e y  t r i e d ,  b u t  
h e  c o u l d n ' t  g e t  h i s  m o n e y  b a c k  f r o m  Mr. 
R o s s ,  a n d  s o  S a n t a  Ana g r e w  f a s t e r  t h a n  
T u s t i n  b e c a u s e  Mr. G a r n s e y  b r o u g h t  n i n e  
f a m i l i e s  down f r o m  S a n t a  C l a r a  w i t h  h i m  
t o  w o r k  i n  h i s  b r i c k  y a r d .  Mr. G a r n s e y  
h a d  - p a i d  $ 1 0 0  p e r  a c r e  f o r  t h e  l a n d . < : '  

I n  1 8 7 8 , . A .  B .  Chapman  d e e d e d  t h e  
G a l l e t i n  p r o p e r t y  o n  E a s t  F a i r h a v e n  t o  
t h e  S a n t a  Ana C e m e t e r y  C o m p a n y .  A f t e r  
t h e  new c e m e t e r y  w a s  l a i d  o u t ,  t h e  g r a v e s  
a t  E i g h t h  a n d  R o s s  w e r e  moved  t o  t h e  
P i o n e e r  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  new c c m c t e r y .  

I n  R o s s v i l l e ,  I l l i n o i . ~ ,  t h e  t o w n  t h a t  
J a c o b  R .  R o s s  f o u n d e d  i n  1 8 5 7 ,  h e  h a d  l e f t  



much property. He had owned and operated 
the grist mill which was located about 
three miles outside of the town. The mill 
and some of his acreage he had sold to 
finance the trip for his sons and daughter 
to California. There was much bitterness 
in the East after the close of the Civil 
War and he was anxious to.give his family 
a fresh start. Mr. Ross purchased the 
shares of Prudencia, Vincente, Marcos and 
Maria Jesus (wife of T. J. Sculley) for 
3,500 reales each, $437.50, a total of 
$2,187.50. 

In addition to the land purchased 
from the Yorba heirs, Jacob Ross, Sr. 
bought 1 9 2  acres from Glassell and Chapman. 
Later in October, Ross bought land awarded 
to Juan Yorba, Maria Ygnacio de Moreno and 
Rafael Gradios. Each of the Ross brothers 
chose their section of land to farm,.arid 
late in 1 8 6 9  Jacob Ross, Sr. deeded these 
properties to them. These deeds are filed 
with the county recorder's office of Los 
Angeles. 

Jacob, Jr.'s land consisted of 
property within the bounds of Ross at First 

I 
l 

over to Hickey Street west to Baker Street. I 

Josiah and Sarah's boundaries were from 
Ross and Seventeenth Street, which was a 
section line, over to Hickey and West to 
Baker. .Later, it was to run as far as 
the river, because Sarah bought some 
property with money she had earned teach- 
ing school in Rossville. 

1 Samuel's farm was from Baker Street 

at First over to Hickey and, thence, to 
the river. The river changed course so 
many times in the early days that sometimes 
they would gain four acres, and other years 
lose two or three. When the riverbed was 
finally established,, the Ross families 
lost as much as twenty-one acres. When 
the land was acquired, the water rights 
were parcelled out with the land, and 
only transferable with the land at $5 a 
share. 

Grandpa's saddle horses were kept 
under lock and key so that they would 
have a mount when they had to go after 
horse thieves. Horse stealing was a 
great problem at the time. The local horses 
were of mustang variety and the large 
Eastern horses were much prized. Juan 
Diaz of Buerrel Point (Olive) collected 
so many rewards for stolen horses that.the 
farmers finally went to his small adobe 
store and got him and brought him back to 
the livery stable at Fourth and Sycamore 
in Santa Ana and hung him from the rafters 
until he confessed that he had a partner, 
Ballestero, who hid the stolen horses on 
his ranch in the Santa Ana Canyon until 
the reward was offered. The horses were 
recovered and Diaz was convicted and spent 
three years in San Quentin. 

The road to Anaheim wound through 
willows and cactus and brush many feet 
high; the ground was sandy and rocky. 
There was a river crossing at about where 



t h e  S a n t i a g o  C r e e k  m e t  t h e  S a n t a  Ana R i v e r .  
T h e r e  w a s  some  q u i c k  s a n d  h e r e ,  a n d  i t  w a s  
o n l y  s a f e  t o  c r o s s  w h e n ' t h e  r i v e r  " w a s  
g o i n g  g o o d . "  T h e  men d r o v e  t h e  h o r s e s  
b a c k  a n d  f o r t h  a c r o s s  t h i s  s p o t  b e f o r e  
t a k i n g  t h e  w a g o n s  a c r o s s .  

T h e  t r a i l  t o  A n a h e i m  L a n d i n g  w e n t  
o u t  F i r s t  S t r e e t  ( a  s e c t i o n  l i n e )  t o  
B o l s a  C h i c a  a n d  a c r o s s  t h e  damp l a n d s .  
T h e  r o a d  f r o m  A n a h e i m  t o  A n a h e i m  L a n d i n g  
w e n t  t h r o u g h  B u e n a  P a r k  a n d  t o o k  l o n g e r .  

T h e  M e x i c a n s  a n d  S p a n i a r d s  who h a d  
s o l d  t h e  l a n d  w e r e  r e s e n t f u l  a n d ,  f o r  t h e  
m o s t  p a r t ,  u n f r i e n d l y .  T h e y  w o u l d  r u n  
t h e i r  s t o c k  o n t o  t h e  n e w l y  p l a n t e d  f i e l d s  
o f  t h e  f a r m e r s  a n d  m a d e  n o  a t t e m p t  t o  k e e p  
t h e m  h e r d e d .  T h e r e w a s a  h e r d  l a w  o f  s o r t s ,  
b u t  t h e y  p a i d  l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  i t .  
T h e r e  w e r e  n o  f e n c e s ,  a n d  b o u n d a r i e s  w e r e  
m a r k e d  b y  c a t t l e  b o n e s  o r  l a r g e  b o u l d e r s .  
A p o o r  g r a d e  o f  w i l d  h o r s e s  r o a m e d  t h e  
c o u n t r y s i d e .  T h e s e  m u s t a n g s  w e r e  a l m o s t  
i m p o s s i b l e  t o  t r a i n  a n d  c o u l d  n o t  b e  u s e d  
f o r  f a r m  w o r k ,  t h e y  w e r e  o f  s m a l l  f r a m e  
a n d  w , i r y , .  a n d  c o u l d  n o t  b e  t a m e d  t o  h a r n e s s .  
R e n e g a d e s  s t o l e  t h e  E a s t e r n  h o r s e s  a s  
o f t e n  a s  t h e y  c o u l d .  T h e  R o s s  men p o s t e d  
a  g u a r d  f o r  t h e i r  p r i z e d  s t o c k .  

A f t e r  w a r n i n g  t h e  M e x i c a n s  a n d  
S p a n i a r d s  r e p e a t e d l y  a b o u t  l e t t i n g  t h e i r  
h o r s e s  e a t  t h e  c r o p s ,  t h e  R o s s  b o y s ,  A 1  
G r e e n  a n d  A .  A .  V a n c e  l o a d e d  t h e i r  s h o t  
g u n s  w i t h  r o c k  s a l t  a n d  l a y  i n  t h e  f u r r o w e d  
f i e l d s  f o r  t h e  m a u r a d e r s .  T h e y  j u s t  s h o t  

COWIUNAL LIVING I N  THE WAGONS 

BEFORE THE LOG CABINS WERE BUILT 



sEPTEMDER &, 1868 - THE ROSS FAMILIES COME INTO THE SAKTA ANA AREA 

GRAPDFU SARAH'S WAGON AS DEPICTED BY HER DESCENDANT, GLENN SUANN 

COVER PICTURE - EDYTHE, THYRA and ELSA WILSON 
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a l o n g  t h e  s i d ' e s  o f  t h e  p o n i e s  a n d  t h i s  
d e h a i r e d  t h e m  i n  l a r g c  s t r i p e s  a n d  p r o -  
c l a i m e d  t o  a l l  t h e  l a n d  how t h c y  f c d  t h c i r  
h o r s c s .  T h i s  s t o p p e d  t h c  f o r a g i n g  f o r  
a  w h i l e .  

7 

I n  t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s  t h c  r a n c h e r s  h a d  n l a w  
o f  h o s p i t a l i t y .  R i d e r s  c o m i n g  i n  f r o m  
t h e  n o r t h  w e r c  f r e e  t o  g o  i n t o  G r a n d p a ' s  
c o r r a l  a n d  p i c k  a  f r e s h  m o u n t  i f  h e  l e f t  
a  b r a n d e d  h o r s e  i n s t e a d .  I f  h e  w a s  g o i n g  
o n  s o u t h ,  h e  p i c k e d  a  s o u t h e r n  b r a n d ,  o r  
i f  h e  w a s  r e t u r n i n g  n o r t h  h e  p i c k e d  a  h o r s c  
w i t h  a  n o r t h e r n  b r a n d .  T h i s  way t h e  h o r s e  
u s u a l l y  g o t  b a c k  t o  hYs own r a n c h .  B u t  
i f  h e  l e f t  a n  u n b r a n d e d  h o r s e ,  o r  o n e  t h a t  
w a s  known t o  b e  s t o l e n ,  t h e  f a r m e r s  g o t  
t o g e t h e r  a n d  f o r m e d  a  p o s s e  a n d  w e n t  n f t c r  
t h e  man .  T h e y  t h o r o u g h l y  e n j o y e d  t h i s  
b r e a k  f r o m  t h e i r  h a r d  f a r m  w o r k .  
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T h e  h o u s e s  w e r e  n e v e r  l o c k e d  a n d  a  
p a s s i n g  r i d e r  w a s  f r c c  t o  g o  i n t o  a h o u s e  
a n d  f i x  h i m s e l f  a  m c a l  a s  l o n g  a s  h e  
c l e a n e d  u p  a f t e r w a r d .  I f  h e  l e f t  a  m e s s ,  
U n c l e  Dave  s a i d  t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  g o  a f t e r  
h i m  a n d  b r i n g  h i m  b a c k  a n d  m a k e  h i m  c l e a n  
i t  u p .  

T h e  f i r s t  c r o p s  w e r e  b a r l e y ,  g r a i n  
a n d  o a t s  a n d  c o r n .  T h e  c o r n  w a s  d r i e d  
a n d  g r o u n d  f o r  c o r n  m e a l  i n  t h e i r  c o f f e e  
g r i n d e r s .  T h e  s h u c k s  w e r e  s h r e d d e d  a n d  
u s e d  i n  m a t t r e s s e s .  ' G r a n d m a  u s u a l l y  h a d  
t w o  m a t t r e s s e s  o n  e a c h  b e d ,  a n d  w h e n  com- 
p a n y  c a m e ,  o n e  m a t t r e s s  w a s  u s e d  o n  t h e  
f l o o r  f o r  t h e  f a m i l y ;  a n d  t h e  c o m p a n y  w a s  
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h a l f  d a y  o r  m o r e  a n d  c o m p a n y  u s u a l l y  
s t a y e d  o v e r n i g h t .  

G r a n d m a  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  many d o g s  t h a t  
h a d  c r o s s e d  t h e  p l a i n s  w i t h  t h e m  " h a d  
e a r n e d  t h e i r  v i c t u n l s . "  T h e  d o g s  w o u l d  
c i r c l e  a  s n a k e  a n d  b a r k  a n d  c i r c l e  a n d  
b a r k  u n t i l  t h e y  w o r k e d  t h e  s n a k e  b a c k  i n t o  
t h e  r o c k s .  S h e  f e l t  much s a f e r  a b o u t  t h e  
c h i l d r e n  when  t h e  d o g s  w e r e  a r o u n d .  T h e y  
a l s o  w a r n e d  o f  c o y o t e s  a n d  w i l d  p i g s  a n d ,  
a l s o ,  s t r a n g e r s .  

D u r i n g  t h e  c l e a r i n g  o f  t h e  w i l d e s t  
b r u s h ,  t h e  h o r s e s  h o o v e s  w e r e  w r a p p e d  
w i t h  c a n v a s  s t r i p s  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e m  f r o m  
t h e  r a t t l e  s n a k e s  a n d  t h e  c a c t u s .  

T h e  f i r s t  c r o p s  h a d  q u i t e  a  b i t  o f  
m u s t a r d  i n  t h e m  a n d  t h e y  e x p e c t e d  t h a t  
t h e  s e c o n d  c r o p  w o u l d  b e  much c l e a n e r .  

T h e  d a n g e r  o f  b r u s h  f i r e s  w a s  s o  
p r e v a l e n t  t h a t  t h e y  k e p t  w a s h  t u b s  o f  
w a t e r  h a n d y  w i t h  g u n n y  s a c k s  t o  d i ?  a n d  
b e a t  o u t  t h e  f i r e s .  F o r  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r s  
t h e y  d i p p e d  t h e i r .  own c a n d l e s ,  m a d e  t h e i r  
s o a p ,  u s e d  p o t a t o  w a t e r  f o r  s t a r c h i n g  
s h i r t w a i s t s ,  t u r n e d  i n s i d e  o u t  f i r s t .  

V e g e t a b l e s  w e r e  w r a p p e d  an-d b u r i e d  
i n  r o o t  c e l l a ' r s .  T o m a t o e s  p i c k e d  g r e e n  
a n d  w r a p p e d  a n d  p u t  i n  c r o c k s  t o  k e e p .  
S a u s a g e  m e a t  w a s  f r i e d  i n  p a t t i e s ,  s a l t e d  
< tnd  c o v e r e d  w i t h  h o m e - r e n d e r e d  l a r d  i n  
l a r g e  c r o c k s .  T h i s  w o u l d  k e e p  f o r  t h r e e  
o r  f o u r  m o n t h s .  B e a n s ,  c o r n ,  a n d  g r a i n  

w e r e  t h e  f i r s t  c r o p s .  D u c k s ,  g e e s e  a n d  
I q u a i l  w e r e  p l e n t i f u l ,  a n d  t h e r e  w a s  n o  

l i m i t .  F i s h  a n d  a b a l o n e  w e r e  a b u n d a n t  
a n d  w i l d  g a m e ,  a l s o .  

WllEN M A M A  WAS A GIRL ---- ---- --- - ---- 

Mama w e n t  t o  t h e  o l d  C e n t r a l  S c h o o l  
o n  C h u r c h  S t r e e t  a t  S y c a m o r e .  L a t e r ,  s h e  
w e n t  t o  t h e  new r e d  b r i c k  h i g h  s c h o o l  a t  
T e n t h  a n d  M a i n .  S h e  h a d  a  c r u s h  o n  o n e  
o f  h e r  t e a c h e r s ,  a  Mr. Mahn.  He m u s t  
h a v e  b e e n  a  b o t a n y  t e a c h e r  b e c a u s e  s h e  
s p e n t  many h o u r s  c o l l e c t i n g  s p e c i m e n s  f o r  
h i m .  

Mama a n d  h e r  o l d e r  s i s t e r ,  O l i v e ,  
u s e d  t o  r i d e  t h e i r  b i c y c l e s  o u t  t o  
B o l s a  C h i c a  t o  g a t h e r  g r e a t  b i g  b l u e  
v i o l e t s  t h a t  g r e w  i n  p r o f u s i o n  i n  t h e  
damp l a n d s .  S h e  w o u l d  t a k e  b o u q u e t s  o f  
t h e s e  b l u e  v i o l e t s  t o  Mr. I i a h n .  G r a n d m a  
S a r a h ,  u s u a l l y ,  w o u l d  n o t  l e t  t h e m  g o  
a l o n e  a n d  w o u l d  d r i v e  h e r  o n e - s e a t e d  t o p  
b u g g y  a l o n g  a s  t h e y  r o d e  t h e i r  b i c y c l e s ,  
t h e  b u g g y  c o u l d  o n l y  g o  s o  f a r  i n  t h e  
swampy l a n d ,  a n d  t h e y  w o u l d  p a r k  i t  a n d  
w a l k  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  w a y .  

Mama s a i d  s h e  c a n  remember :  j u m p i n g  
f r o m  p l a c e  t o  p l a c e  t o  f i n d  d r y  f o o t i n g  
f o r  g a t h e r i n g  t h e  f l o w e r s  w h i c h  h a d  l o n g  
n i n e - a n d  t e n - i n c h  s t e m s .  T h e  g r o u n d  u s e d  
t o  s h a k e  u n d e r n e a t h  t h e i r  w e i g h t  a s  t h e y  
w e n t  f r o m  i s l a n d  o f  p e a t  t o  a n o t h e r .  T h e  
r o a d  t o  A n a h e i m  L a n d i n g  wound  a r o u n d  
t h r o u g h  t h e  s w a m p h a t  t h e  e n d  o f  F i r s t  
S t r e e t  ( B o l s a ) .  

M a m a ' s  f i r s t  d a t e  w a s  w i t h  C h a r l i e  
W i l m o t ,  a n d  A u n t  O l i v e ' s  d a t e  w a s  



G e n e  M c D o n a l d .  T h e  b o y s  h a d  w a l k e d  o u t  
t o  S e v e n t e e n t h  a n d  F l o w e r  t o  s e e  t h e  g i r l s  
i lnd a s k e d  t h e m  i f  t h e y  c o u l d  g o  t o  t h e  
d a n c e  i n  P e t e r s  C a n y o n .  G r a n d m a  s e n t  t h e m  
o u t  t o  t h e  b a r n  t o  s e c  U n c l e  D a v e ,  who 
a c ~ e d  a s  a d v i s o r  a n d  c h a p e r o n e  f o r  t h e  
g i r l s  s i n c e  G r a n d p a  h a d  p a s s e d  a w a y .  Dave  
s a i d  i t  w a s  a l l  r i g h t  a s  h c  w a s  g o i n g ,  t o o ,  
a n d  g o i n g  t o  t a k e  M a r y  M c D o n a l d .  He u s e d  
G r a n d m a ' s  h o r s e  a n d  b u g g y .  

~ C h a r l i e  W i l m o t  w o r k e d  f o r  a  f e e d  a n d  
I g r a i n  s t o r e  a n d  d i d  t h e  d e l i v e r i e s .  He 

h a 3  h i s  own t e a m  o f  h o r s e s  a n d  t w o L s e a t e d  
w a g o n ;  t h e  b a c k s e a t  w a s  r e m o v a b l e  f o r  
d e l i v e r i e s .  One o f  h i s  h o r s e s  w a s  a  s o r r e l  
a n d  o n e  w a s  a  w h i t e  d r a y  h o r s e ,  a n d  t h e y  
w e r e  u s e d  t o  w a l k i n g  w h e n  t h e y  w e r e  p u l l -  
i n g  a  l o a d .  

C h a r l i e  d r o v e  h i s  t e a m  a n d  t o o k  O l i v e  
a n d  G e n e  a n d  Mama o u t  t o  t h e  R y a n  r a n c h  
i n  P c t c r s  C a n y o n .  Mama s a i d  t h a t  t h e  
I i , o r s c s  w a l k e d  m o s t  o f  t h e  w a y .  T h e  d a n c e  
w a s  i n  a  l a r g e  l i v i n g  a n d  d i n i n g  r o o m  
c o m b i n e d .  I t  l a s t . e d  u n t i l  t w o  o ' c l o c k  i n  
t h e  m o r n i n g .  T h e y  g o t  b a c k  home j u s t  i n  
t i m e  t o  f i x  s o m e  b r e a k f a s t  f o r  D a v e  a n d  
s e n d  h i m  o f f  t o  w o r k .  

G r a n d m a  n e v e r  l e t  Mama a n d  A u n t  O l i v e  
g o  d o w n t o w n  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  u s e d  t o  b e  a  
s a l o o n  o n  e v e r y  c o r n e r .  

O l i v e  s t a r t e d  g o i n g  w i t h  Guy Wilrno. t ,  
,111d Mi ln l i l  w a s  wit11 C l l a r l i e  W i l m o t .  T h c y  
w c n t  t o  N c w p o r t  B e a c h  a n d  t h e  b o y s  w a n t e d  

t o  s h o w  t h e  g i r l s  how E a s t  t h e i r  h o r s e s  
w o u l d  g o ,  s o  t h e y  r a c e d  t h e m  a n d  t h e  
h a r n e s s  f e l l  o E f .  S o m e o n e  h a d  c u t  t h e  
h a r n e s s  s o  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  E a l l  o f f  a t  t h e  
f i r s t  h e a v y  s t r a i n .  Guy g r a b b e d  t h e  h i n d  
w h e e l  a n d  C h a r l i e  g r a b b e d  t h e  b a c k  oE t h e  
w a g o n ,  a n d  t h e y  h u n g  o n  a n d  k e p t  y e l l i n g ,  
" w h o a ,  w h o a , "  u n t i l  t h e y  g o t  t h e  h o r s e s  
t o  s t o p .  

T h e y  p l a y e d  o n  t h e  s a n d  a n d  g a t h c r c d  
l o n g  s t r i n g s  o f  s e a  w e e d  f o r  jump r o p e s  
a n d  t o  c r a c k  t h e  w h i p  a t  ea . ch  o t h e r ,  a n d  
a t  p a s s e r s  b y .  T h e  r o a d  t o  N e w p o r t  w a s  
a  t r a i l  c l o s e  t o  F a i r v i e w .  T h e y  a l w a y s  
f i x e d  a  b i g  p i c n i c  l u n c h  a n d  w o u l d  g o  i n  
w a d i n g  a n d  h u n t  f o r  s h e l l s .  

A n o t h e r  t i m e ,  t h e  b o y s  t o o k  t h e m  t o  
F u l l e r t o n  f o r  a 4 t h  oE J u l y  c e l e b r a t i o n .  
T h e r e  w a s  a  p a r a d e ,  b a n d s  a n d  f i r e c r a c k e r s ,  
s k y  r o c k e t s  a n d  a  m e r r y - g o - r o u n d .  T h e y  
t o o k  t h e i r  p i c n i c  l u n c h  a n d  s t a y e d  a l l  
d a y .  D r e s s e s  f o r  s c h o o l  w e r e  w o r n  j u s t  
a b o v e  t h e  s h o e  t o p s ,  b u t  f o r  a  d a t e  t h e  
g i r l s  w o r e  s k i r t s  o r  d r e s s e s  w i t h  l o n g  
d r a g g i n g  t r a i n s .  T h e y  h a d  t o  ho1:d o n t o  
t h e  d r a g g i n g  t r a i n  w i t h  t h e i r  r i g h t  h a n d .  

O t h e r  t i m e s ,  t h e y  h a d  h a y  r i d e s ,  j u s t  
a  h a y  w a g o n  f u l l  o f  b o y s  a n d  g i r l s  w i t h  a  
l u n c h  a n d  a  b u c k e t  o f  a p p l e s  o n  t h e  w a g o n .  
S o m e t i m e s  t h e y  w o u l d  r i d e  t o  P a c i f i c  B e a c h ,  
o r  u p  t o  M c P h e r s o n  o r  t o  P e t e r s  C a n y o n  o r  
t h e  P i c n i c  G r o u n d s ,  O r a n g e  C o u n t y  p a r k ,  
a n d  b a c k  a g a i n .  S i n g i n g  a n d  l a u g h i n g  a n d  
c u t t i n g  u p  g e n e r a l l y  a n d  maybe a l i t t l e  
s p a r k i n g .  



C h a r l i e  ~ i l k ~ o t  s t a r t e d  g o i n g  w i t h  
M i n n i e  T e a l  a n d  Mama w a s  ' w i t h  Ed W h e e l e r ,  
who h a d  t e a m  o f  s h e t l a n d  p o n i e s  a n d  a  w i c k e r  
t w o - s e a t e d  r i g  w h i c h  w a s  a l w a y s  f u l l  o f  
g i r l s .  Mama w a s  r i d i n g  o n  h e r  b i c y c l e  
w i t h  a  g r o u p  o f  o t h e r  r i d e r s  w h e n  s h e  m e t  
P a p a .  He s t a r t e d  s p a r k i n g  h e r  a n d  t h e n  
s h e  s t a r t e d  t o  g o  w i t h  h i m .  I n  S e p t e m b e r  
s h e  r a n  a w a y  f r o m  home a n d  m a r r i e d  h i m .  

W H E N  I WAS A GIRL ---- - --- - ---- 

When I w a s  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  g r a d e  a t  
J e f f e r s o n  S c h o o l ,  F r a n c e s  S i m m o n s ,  l a t e r  
t o  b e  M r s .  C a r l  L a c y ,  s a i d  t h a t  s h e  c o u l d  
make  me s o m e  d i m p l e s  l i k e  M a r g a r e t ' s  
( W o o d ) ,  l a t e r  Mrs. J .  D .  P r i c e .  S o  o n e  
r e c e s s  F rances  u s e d  t h e  s m a l l  e n d  o f  a  
b o l t  t o  s c r e w  h o l e s  i n  b o t h  o f  my c h e e k s .  
I d e v e l o p e d  s o r e s  i n  my c h e e k s ,  b u t  n e v e r  
d i d  g e t  a n y  d i m p l e s .  Mama w a s  p r e t t y  mad.  

We n e v e r  r e a l l y  g o t  ' o u r  f i l l  o f  o r a n g e s .  
U n c l e  G e o r g e  h a d ' a n  o r c h a r d ,  b u t  h e  w a s  
p r e t t y  s t i n g y  w i t h  t h e m .  One t i m e  w h e n  
I w a s  c o m i n g  home t h r o u g h  t h e  f i e l d s  f r o m  
B a k e r  S t r e e t  t o  F l o w e r ,  I f i l l e d  my gym 
b l o o m e r s  f u l l  o f  h i s  o r a n g e s  t d  t a k e  t o  
t h e  l i t t l e  k i d s .  T h e r e  h e  w a s  i n  t h e  b a c k  - 
y a r d  w i t h  Mama d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  i r r i g a t i o n  
w a t e r .  W e l l ,  t h e  e l a s t i c  i n  o n e  o f  t h e  
l e g s  g a v e  way s o  I s a t  down i n  t h e  i r r i g a -  
t i o n  d i t c h  ( d r y )  u n t i l  h e  l e f t .  Me s e e m e d  
t o  s t a y  f o r e v e r ,  b u t  I e x p e c t  h e  k n e w  why .  
I f e l t  l i k e  a n  o l d  g o o s e  o n  a  n e s t .  

One d a y  w h e n  t h e  c i r c u s  w a s  c o m i n g  
t o  t o w n ,  Mama d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  o n e  o f  u s  
t h r e e  g i r l s  h a d  d r a n k  h a l f  a  b o t t l e  o f  
s y r u p  o f  f i g s .  S h e  k e p t  a s k i n g  who d i d  
i t ,  a n d  n o  o n e  s a i d ,  s o  s h e  s a i d ,  " N e v e r  
m i n d .  I w i l l  f i n d  o u t  a n y w a y . "  A t  t ' h e  
c i r c u s  s h e  h a d  t o  s p e n d  h a l f  t h e  t i m e  
t a k i n g  E d e  t o  t h e  b a t h r o o m .  T h a t  c u r e d  
h e r  o f  e v e r  t a k i n g  e x t r a  s y r u p  o f  f i g s .  

One s u m m e r  a t  G r a n d m a ' s  o u r  c o u s i n ,  

a  b o y  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  y e a r s  o l d e r  t h a n  u s ,  
u s e d  t o  m a k e  f u n  o f  u s  w h e n  we h a d  t o  g o  
t o  t h e  o u t h o u s e  b a c k  o f  t h e  b a r n .  We 
t o l d  G r a n d m a  a n d  s h e  d i d n ' t  f e e l  s o r r y  f o r  
u s  a t  a l l .  S h e  s a i d ,  " T h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  
o f  y o u ,  a r e n t t  t h e r e ? "  W e l l ,  t h e  n e x t  
t i m e  h e  t e a s e d  u s ,  o n e  o f  u s  g i r l s  g o t  
i n  b a c k  o f  h i m  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  t w o  s t a r t e d  
a t  h i m  w i t h  s t i c k s .  We p u s h e d  h i m  o v e r  
a n d  o v e r  i n  c o c k l e b u r s .  IIe h a d  o n  a  
k n i c k e r  w o o l  s u i t .  A u n t  B e l l e  s a i d  i t  
w a s  new.  He w a s  a n  o n l y  c h i l d .  

Mama s e n t  u s  t o  b e d  a n d  Mama a n d  
A u n t  B e l l e  s p e n t  t h e  e v e n i n g  p i c k i n g  b u r r s  
o u t  o f  t h e  s u i t .  We f e l t  h e  d e s e r v e d  i t .  
G r a n d m a  d i d n ' t  s a y  a n y t h i n g .  

.. .. . . 

We l i v e d  o n  t h e  I r v i n e  R a n c h  w h e n  I 
w a s  n i n e  a n d  a  h a l f .  We h a d  t o  w a l k  t h r e e  
a n d  o n e - h a l f  m i l e s  t o  s c h o o l  a n d  b a c k  e v e r y  
d a y .  O u r  h o u s e  w a s  o n  t h e  r o a d  t o  L a g u n a  
B e a c h  a n d  now i s  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  L i o n  C o u n t r y  
S a f a r i .  



One morning when my sistcr and I h 
been Fooling around checking on a dove' 
nest over in a bean field, we suddenly 
remembered school. We went back to the 
road and began to run a little and fast 
walk a little when an old cut-down Ford 
with two men in it stopped and asked if 
we wanted a ride. They looked like 
farmers with old beat-up felt hats and 
seemed safe enough, 

We got in and sat in the backseat. 
There was straw or hay and an old crank 
on the floor. The minute we sat down we 
began to worry. The Sunday papers had 
carried lurid pictures and descriptions 
of a kidnapped and murdered boy. 

And hadn't Papa told us never to 
take a ride with a stranger, or even to 
talk to anyone we didn't know. These 
men hadn't asked where we wanted to g o ,  
or anything. So we sat there with our 
hands o n  our knees and kept still as mice. 

They were talking about dry Bean 
farming and ploughing and stuff.and drove 
right past the school house. By that time 
1 just knew they were going to kidnap us. 

I picked up the crank and got up o n  
the backseat and came down on the driver's 
head with all my might. He slumped down 
over the wheel and his hat went down over 
his ears, and the other man grabbed the 
wheel and said, "What the Devil," and 
stopped the car just before the railroad 
tracks. 

We jumped over the fender without 
opening the door and ran to school. We 
were only a little late. 

At suppertime Papa asked us what w e  
did all day and w e  said we went to school 
and did some chores- at home. He just 
laughed and told Mama hhat he didn't have 
to worry about his girls. Me said t.hat a 

couple of his friends had tried to keep 
us from being late to school and that for 
thanks, w e  had tried to kill one of them. 

During World War I ,  Papa worked at 
the  l lour Mills at Third and Mortimer 
Streets in Santa Ana. He was foreman and, 
also, the machinist when they discovered 
weevils in a lot of the flour. Waste W A S  
terrible during wartime, so they dumped 
it into large vats and then ran it through 
a giant sieve .and resacked it. 

Papa brought about two hundred flour 
sacks home and Mama bleached them with a 
lye solution and boiling water and made 
our underwear out of them for years. 
Sometimes the logo of the mill did':.not 
bleach clear out, and other kids would 
make fun of us when they saw it. 

1 THE SUNDAY RIDE --- ------ ---- 
1 

I 
1 Papa had been sick for a long time, 

but this Sunday he said he felt like 
I taking his family for a ride. We had a 

1914 Ford touring car with a crank and a 
tool chest on the running board. He 
carried a bicycle pump, tire patches, 

I 2 5 



i n n e r  t u b e  p a t c h e s ,  b o o t  f o r  t i r e  r e p a i r ,  
c a n v a s  b u c k e t  f o r  e x t ' r a  w a t e r  f o r  t h e  
r a d i a t o r ,  o i l  c a n ,  a n d  v a r i o u s  o t h e r  
p l i e r s  a n d  w r e n c h e s .  

P a p a  d r o v e  u s  t o  S e a l  B e a c h  w h e r e  we 
w a t c h e d  t h e  r o l l e r  c o a s t e r  f o r  a  w h i l e  
a n d  t h e n  h e  b o u g h t  u s  a l l  a n  i c e  c r e a m  c o n e .  
We w e r e  o n  o u r  w a y  home w h e n  t h e  b a c k  
r i g h t  t i r e  b l e w  o u t .  T h e  l i t t l e  k i d s  
s t a r t e d  t o  c r y ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  t h o u g h t  t h a t  
wc c o u l d  n o t  g e t  b a c k  home.  

We a l l  g o t  o u t  o f  t h e  c a r  w h i l e  
P a p a  j a c k e d  i t  u p  a n d  r e p a i r e d  t h e  t i r e .  
He w a s  b e g i n n i n g  t o  f e e l  s i c k  a n d  f a i n t  
a n d  s a i d  t h a t  h e  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  g e t  u s  
home i n  a  h u r r y .  

A n o t h e r  F o r d  j u s t  i n  b a c k  o f  u s  b l e w  
o u t  a  t i r e ,  t o o ,  a n d  t h a t  man d i d  n o t  h a v e  
a n y  t o o l s ,  o r  a n y t h i n g  t o  f i x  h i s  w i t h .  
Mc w a n t e d  t o  b o r r o w  o u r s  a n d  P a p a  s a i d  h e  
w o u l d  h a v e  t o  l e a v e  t h e m  w i t h  h i m ,  a n d  h e  
g a v e  t h e  man o u r  a d d r e s s  a n d  b r o u g h t  u s  
home.  

Mama p u t  h i m  t o  b e d  a n d  h e  f e l l  i n t o  
a d e e p  s l e e p .  T h e  n e x t  d a y  a f t e r  w o r k ,  
~ h c  man c a m e  o v e r  w i t h  P c 2 . c ' ~  : o o l s  t o  

-. . 
r e t u r n  t h e m .  P a p a  w a s  i n  a coma a n d  h e  
n c v c r  k n e w  t h a t  t h e  man h a d  r e t u r n e d  h i s  
t o o l s .  

Whcn Mama h a d  o b j e c t e d  t o  h i s  l o a n i n g  
h i s  t o o l s ,  h e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  man " h a d  a 
f a m i l y ,  t o o ,  a n d  h e  c o u l d n ' t  l e a v e  h i m  o u t  
t h e r e  i n  t h e  s t i c k s . "  

JUST TO THE C O R ? I E R  ---- -- --- ------ 

J u s t  t o  t h e  c o r n e r  a s  we u s e d  t o  s a y ,  
I c a n  g o  w i t h  y o u  j u s t  p a r t  oE t h e  w a y .  
J u s t  t o  t h e  c o r n e r ,  t h e  t u r n  i n  t h e  r o a d  
T h e n  y o u  m u s t  c a r r y  y o u r  p a r t  o f  t h e  l o a d .  

J u s t  t o  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  l i f e ' s  b u s y  s t r e e t  
J u s t  t i l l  I ' m  s u r e  y o u ' r e  o n  s t e a d y  f e e t .  
Y o u ' v e  h a d  t h e  l e s s o n s ,  t h e r e ' s  n o t h i n g  

t o  f e a r  
B u t  t o  t h e  c o r n e r ,  I t ' l l  w a l k  w i t h  y o u ,  

my d e a r .  
I 

I E l s a  

1 
CONSCIENCE ---------- 

How d o  y o u  p u t  a  c o n s c i e n c e  
I n t o  a  l i t t l e  b o y ?  

I How d o  y o u  t u r n  a  m i s c h i e E  
, I n t o  a  p r i d e  a n d  j o y ?  

You o f t e n  h a v e  t o  p u n i s h  
I 

And many  t i m e s  c o n s o l e ;  
I 

S o m e t i m e s  y o u  a r e  d i s c o u r a g e d  
W i t h  y o u r  h e a v y  m o t h e r  r o l e .  

You l i s t e n  t o  h i s  t r o u b l e s  
And y o u  h e l p  h i m  w i t h  a  p r a y e r  
T h e n  o n e  d a y  y o u  d i s c o v e r  
. T h e r e  i s  a  c o n s c i e n c e  t h e r e .  

E l s a  



EBELL MEMORIES ----- -------- 

When I was about fourteen years old, 
I was invited to a dance at the Ebell Club. 
I don't remember who was my date, but 
during the evening we had to take off one 
shoe and the boy who got it was our 
partner for the next dance. Afterwards, 
we had refreshments in a big brown house 
on North Main Street in the 1400 block. 

Dana, our daughter, belonged to Girls 
Ebell and enjoyed many activities with 
them and later joined Junior Ebell, and 
remained active with this organization 
while teaching sixth grade at Martin School. 

While on a trip to South America in 
1968, she suffered a blood clot on the 
brain and has been ill since. 

Dale and Don both were members.of 
the Promenade and Starlighters dance groups. 
Dale used to look forward to the Starlighters 
dances when he could.make it home from 
Stanford. I would have to confirm his 
date and see about a corsage. 

Once, when I was on the refreshment 
commi.ttee and a chaperone, I was pleased 
to see my young ruffian bow and ask a 
girl to dance. That would be Don. Late 
in the evening he asked me for a waltz, 
after which he said, "Mom, you are a 
~ o o d  dancer, but you lead a little. Just 
a litt le, though." 

Years later, our grandson, Kenneth 
Edwards also learned to dance with the 
Pron~cnadcrs. 
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