
' 
IR-W he Santa Ana River nor- 

mally ma!, he placid, hut 
many tirnes in its history 

I it 1 as tllrned into a monster. 
I (!:'the rnanj7 floods that have 
( leapt its hanks, the most memo- 
' ral~le occurretl in March 1938. It 

le!'t 119 people dead and 2,001, 
I homeless, and flonled a s  fast a s  
I 1 0 0 s O r l l ,  cuhic feet per second. 

I Rut I1owe1.e~ dcstructivc it 
was, the 19.38 flood was not the 

, higeest in t l ~ e  region's history. 
( 'i':lat dubious honor goes to the ' flootl of 1862, which flowed 
1 3rlf1,Or)O cuhic feet per second, ac- 
1 corciinq to 1,ydr-oloc:ical evi- 1 tiencv. 
; 'I'lie rail1 hecnn COr-istni:is , Eire, I S h l ,  anc contirnocci ~ . i r tu-  

all>, nn!>stoi> "or '0 tla!.s. 'f!~e 
T only si;rahlr. town in tlie path of 

t!ic r ~ s l l i  till? ''load \1':1s tile rIe!lg- 
, line Anaheim vintners' colony, 
, fountled only a fen' years hernre. 
, .I:irnes 21, Guinn, writing al?oll: 

thc I!oorl !atr!r in his "t-T~storical 
! ; ~ n t l  !~iovr:1,>hicnl !!~~cortl of 

I Soutllrrri I'nli'orl~ia," said flood 
~aat!~l-s ran t? ' ' c ~ \ t  ticcp in Ann- 

1 !iei:n - fo1.11 miles from the 
1 rivcr - anti "sr7reatl in an tun- 
; l~ ro lc r~ r~  si!c,c: tn  tlie Coyotr Flills, 
1 t h r r~c~  r - n ~ l ~ s  ileyoncl." 
I '"'I(, ' iocvl cirotrrnccl ?OO,OOO cnt- 

tle, ?r!c' ti:() ( I ro~~ght  t1l:)t came 
;!"I r~*~..v;:rc' c , f '  ect ivel!. c!nticxtl the 
nr-c,:~',; c:~T!lc irlc!usfr).. 
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; t.rn:lix.ihi!r point pl;\ced at its 
I prc~si~nl ';pol, l ! ~  horclr'r het\reen 
I ! Iunt in!:ton !:each and Ncnrport 
1 7 %  I , >';l~!l. 
, 'i'llr In?!; flood protred that 

t.)vrn more "looci prntccl ion ~ v a s  

-- -- 
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11910: t3c4ore thc d l v s  of conerote channrls, thc S-nta An;! Rlvcr flowed relatively freely throuoh Oranae Count) 
throwah 'hr: county, w~th ~ t s  beolnnlqqs 1r1 Plverslde am! San Sernard~no countles Hcre ~t IS showr7 at a spot near the 
a small rosort built bv a qrovo of h n t a  Ana r c s ~ d ~ n t s  in 1910 The resort dldn't last 

pletrd in 1911 in Riverside 
County, was the response. !<of 
even that wasn't enough. In  !')i;o, 
20 inc!~es o' rain that ('v!l f l  n7:i 
mic!-.lanuary f o lat c F C ~ T I I : ~ ~ .  

cal~sed muc!s!ides and t \ i ~  o\.!'*.- 
fIowin,q or \,'I~!:I [lark Dam, '. 'I1- 
ing 11 people and calsiny 
~vil!ions n ' clolln~-s 04' d a v ~ (  I .  

''he ESf.:! f'lood is nnnr tor; ' 4 -  
e e d  n nnr-in-."'!)-xrqr flnr)l ' .  
n.o~.st-cflse ~ceriario.  

The county hoprs to ?7e ! I ~ ~ " ~ . -  
~)yf.>7>:l1-(yl ,!' it ( l f y \ ~ :  (JccIlr :, ,r.>..l. 

'!'!I(. ,'$ ]\.i>il.pf. I > ' ; , I J ,  :ir?t . 

I?(>, ,y I,,. + I l l ?  , l ; y - > , > , .  ! 7 ( l l - y  r r - . ?  

in,>',!.<, ;. '.!-: .>!',,.. .". , . , \  a-!T;!r . . 
t .li('xrq !;:,>130,, ['rcsi(I(%[)t 
' t ( , ; ~ , r ; > q  in 1 ' '  ,', ; , , , , ~ I  l \ , i \ j  1>yoIzi(!p 

? [ .  i > i l l i ( j i ~  (i":',\ (:~l?ay:: \ 

i'lood-con: rol irnp~.o'~cc~nrnts, in- 
clrrtfin:: the rrisinc n!' Prado 
Darn, t !~e  h r ~ i l ( l i i l r :  or hlentone 
Dam in S.nn Rernartlino Count!. 
and lhe siior.i!l~: u p  or levces in 
Or;rn!:e C'ounltr. Todav: blow firmlv chr7nn~Iizcd, t h l ~  r~ver's Scttinq IS not ncarlv so rirstlc I 

Coun'v I re ,  the Rlversld~ ("1) 'rp~wav f~o\n/s alonqsrdc - w~th tr;iTflc or+nr7 
! 1lrr.t1t~i, :111(1 1'1.,1( r, J\:iln, coln- John W ~ ~ f c o f t T h ~  Reqlster sldp I? tht. Grcen Rlvcr Golf Course 
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,;rls turned into a monster. 
0:' the many floods that have 
Int  its hanks, the most memo- 
hle occurred in March 193s. It 
't 119 people dead and 2,000 
meless, and flolf7ed as  fast a s  
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:gest in the region's histor! 
Piat dubious honor goes to 
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),OOO cu!>ic feet per second, 
rdinr: to l~!,dro!o~ical evi- 
ncc. 
The rain tierran Christmas 
'e. 1861, ant' continued vivtu- 
y noyistoy, - ' ~ r  30 (!a!,s. The 
.y sizable town in tlie path of 
! resui:!ne fled was the fleclg- 
e ;\na;iei!n vintners' co!ony, 
~nded on!!- a few years before. 
mes M. Guinn, n7ritinq R!?OU: 

b fiood later in his "f'~storical 
j T3ionranhical Ilecnrd of' 
1ti:ern CnliFoniia," said flond 
t v s  ran .! feet tieen in , ~ T I R -  
rn - four 1:liles C~o:n the 
er  - and "spread iq  an 1111- 
ll;en sheet tn the Co!:ote I-Tills, 
ee mi!es htvond." 
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. caused muc'slides 2nd :he :lT--v,- 
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